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Former treatiſe, O Theophilus (thou friend 
and lover of God, whoever thou art) 
ve I emitted, ſome few years ago, contain- 
ing the Hiſtorical Part of the Holy Scriptures 
in the Old Teſtament. | 
Which work having found (fo far as I have 
underſtood) at leaſt a favourable reception, if 
not a kind entertainment in the world ; I have 
been thence encouraged to reſume my pen, and 
roceed to the methodizing of the Hiſtorical 
art of the Holy Scriptures in the New 
Teſtament alſo; which is what I here preſent 
thee with, in two $. 
In the firſt part whereof thou wilt find an 
account of the conception, birth, life, travels, 
doctrines, diſcourſes, miracles, ſufferings, death, 
burial, reſurrection and aſcenſion of our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt (the author of 
the true Chriſtian religion) plainly, fairly, and 
ſuccinctly given; uſhered in with a brief ac- 
count of the co tion, birth, manner of life, 
miniſtry, and h of his fore-runner, John, 


a firnamed- 
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ſirnamed the Baptiſt; and attended, in the 
ſecond part, with a like hiſtorical account of 
the acts and travels of the apoſtles of our 
Lord, in the propagation of his bleſſed goſ- 
pel (ſuch of them, at leaſt, and fo far, as the 
evangeliſt Luke, in his treatiſe on that ſubject, 
hath recorded) from the time of the aſcenſion 
of our bleſſed Saviour, ſo far as the clue or 
thread of the holy text leads us ; beyond which 
I was not willing to adventure, as not liking 
to deſcend from unqueſtionable certainty, to 
— even the moſt approved, of queſtionable 
ory. 

In this undertaking I aim at the ſame end 
as in the former, viz. that all, the youth eſ- 
pecially of either ſex, under whatſoever religi- 
ous denomination they go, might be farther 
furniſhed with ſuch an entertainment, to ſpend, 
at leaſt, their leiſure hours upon, as might 
yield them at once both profit and delight; 
and might be thereby drawn off from miſ- 
ſpending their precious time upon other, either 
hurtful, or, at beſt, unprofitable ſubjects. 

If any ſhall, with a contracted brow, ob- 
ſerve, that together with matters of fact, I 
deliver the diſcourſes, ſpeeches, ſermons and 
doctrines, delivered by our bleſſed Lord eĩther to 
his diſciples, or iſcuous and common au- 
ditors; I intreat fuch, that before they proceed 
to cenſure, they will be pleaſed to confider 
that the nature of hiſtory requires it; and that 
without it, the diſcourſe would have been 
not only leſs profitable, but leſs pleaſant alſo 
to the reader; and by that means leſs con- 


ducive 
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ducive to the end I propoſe, which is to allure 
him to read the Holy Scriptures with delight, 
from the inviting baits of profit and pleaſure. 
For we are taught by the poet, that 


Omne tulit punctum, - miſcuit utile dulci. 
He gains his point, who gain with pleaſure joins. 


Some readers, perhaps, may wonder to ſee 
(which the marginal references will lead them 
to obſerve) how often I am fain to ſkip to 
and fro, from book to book, chapter to * 
ter, and verſe to verſe, forwards and back- 
wards, to reduce the ſeveral parts and paſſages 
of the hiſtory (in the firſt part) to their due 
and proper times and places; which I have 
endeavoured to do, as near as I could; and 
which has been the greateſt difficulty I have 
found in the work, occaſioned doubtleſs by 
its having been originally written by divers 
pen-men, at different times, and in diſtinct 
places, without having any intercourſe among 
themſelves, or holding correſpondence one with 
another about it, or having indeed much re- 
gard to the order of time, wherein the things 
they delivered were faid, or done. | 

This has been before obſerved by divers. 
Grotius, on Mat. xxvi. 6. fays, Nibil eft cer- 
© tius, quam d ſeriptoribus evangeliorum, multa 
© referri non temporis ordine, fed ex rerum ductu. 
i. e. There is nothing more certain, than that 
many things are related by the evangeliſts, 
not in the order of time, but as the matters 
© led to it.“ So on Luke iv. 21. Omnino 
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* certum eft (ſays the ſame Grotius) contra quam 
* alu ſentiunt, in omni bac hiſtoria, Lucam ad 
s ordinem atten- 


rerum magis quam ad 

dere. i. e. It is altogether certain (cont 

© to what others think) that in all this hit. 
tory, Luke had more regard to the order of 
things than of times. And again, on Luke 
ix. 51. Jam ſæpe vidimus (ſays he) ex occa- 
ane multa ab eo narrari, poſt habita temporis 
* ſerie.” i. e. We have often ſeen already, that 
* many things are related by him (Luke) occa- 
* fionally, without regard had to the ſeries, or 
* courſe of times. 

With him agrees Voſſius (as cited by Cradock 


in his Harmony of the Evangeliſts, chap. v. 
ſet. 62. page 124.) thus, © Evangelifte 


Jepe- 
* numero in narrando non t rutio- 
* nem ; ſed occafionem arripiunt, ex commodo argu- 
* ment; nexu. i. e. © The evangeliſts oftentimes 
© in relating a matter have not to the 
time wherein it was done; but take hold of 
the occaſion from a convenient joining of the 
argument. | 
If by this means it hath happened that I 
have miſplaced any paſſage, to the diſadvantage 
of the ſtory, I do affure thee, reader, it hath 
proceeded purely from miſtake, occaſioned by 
the intri of the contexture, without any 
the leaſt deſign on my part. 
Where the ſame thing (whether parable, 
diſcourſe, ar miracle) is related by more of the 
evangeliſts, than one, and with ſuch difference 
in terms, though but in circumſtantials, as may 
render it doubtful whether it were ſpoken, or 
done, at one and the fame time only, or at 
divers, 


the hiſtory 
tolical epiſtles, 
conceive, to be 


more clear. Yet the apoſ- 
ing without date, are hardly, 
uced with indubitable cer- 


po 

6 Epifole Pauline (ſays Grotius in Prelegom. 
* ad Rom. i.) non temporit ordine locate funt, ab 
t qui eas primi in unum volumen compegerunt ; 
* ſed pro dignitate eorum ad quos ſeripte ſimt. 
i. e. The epiſtles of Paul are not placed in 
© order of time, by them that firſt bound them 
up into one volume; but according to the 
* dignity of thoſe to whom they were written.” 

That it is cafier to know they ſtand not 
right, than it is how to ſet them right, may 
be eaſily gathered from the diverſity of opi- 
nions amongſt the learned about their due order ; 
concerning which there are almoſt guat homi- 
nes, tat ſententiæ, as many minds as men (of 
them that treat about it). 

I have endeavoured to place them right, 
according to the beſt of my underſtanding ; 
wherein yet, if I have in any part miſled, I 
pleaſe myſelf with the hopes of a favourable 
cenſure from my unprejudiced and conſiderate 

| reader ; 
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reader ; the rather, for that a miſtake of that 
kind 1s not of the teſt moment. 

It may perhaps be expected, that I ſhould 

have informed my reader what parts of the 
apoſtolical writings were by ſome of the an- 
tients either wholly rejected, or doubtfully and 
but flowly received. But I purpoſely abſtain 
from doing that. The learned know it. The 
unlearned, perhaps, had better not know it, 
than have occaſion to puzzle their heads about 
it, without fatisfaftion ; but not, it may be, 
without hurt to themſelves. I truly love, and 
bighly eſteem, thoſe writings; and as I would 
not (which too many do) ſet them above their 
due place and ſervice, ſo neither would I in 
the leaſt diminiſh the honour juſtly due unto 
them, by reviving any doubtful queſtion con- 
cerning any thereof. 
The helps I have had in compiling this 
hiſtory, have been chiefly from the Criticks, 
and Cradock's Harmony of the Four Evange- 
lifts, with his Apoſtolical Hiſtory. Out of 
either of which I have ſometimes made bold 
to borrow here and there a quotation ; yet not 
often, if ever, without owning to whom I was 
indebted for it. 

As for the performance, nn it is, I 
ſay no more of it, than that, if it be not done 
as it ſhould (not as I would), yet it is done 
as I could. And therefore, in all humility, I 
recommend and commit it to his divine diſ- 
poſal, who (as the apoſtle, in another caſe, 
intimated, 2 Cor. viii. 12.) will accept what 
is done with a willing mind (as he knows 


this 
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this to be) according to what a man hath, 
not according to what he hath not. May he 
vouchſafe a blefling to it, that it may be uſe- 
ful, in ſome degree or other, to every well- 


meaning reader. 
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and all his men, whom he placed every man with his 
houſhold in the cities of Hebron. 

Long he had not been in Hebron before the men of 
3 came to congratulate his return, and to offer 

im the crown. And before they left him, they 
anointed him king over Judah ; which was as far as 
they could go. 

David underſtanding by them, that the men of 
Jabeſh-Gilead had buried Saul, he ſent meſſi to 
them; and together with giving them thanks for 
performing that kind office to his father-in-law, he 
took occaſion to let them know, that he was now king 
of Judah, and would requite that kindneſs to them ; 
which was a fair invitation to them alſo to proclaim 
him king there. 

But Abner, who was of all the forces that 
had been Saul's, took Iſhboſheth, the fon of Saul, 
who was then forty years of age ; and bringing him to 
Mahanaim (which was the place where Jacob, return- 
ing from Laban, was met by the angels of God, Gen. 
XXX11. 1, 2.) he made him king over all Iſrael. 

Thus was this new kingdom gone divided, Judah 
following David, and Iſrael ſticking to Saul's fon Iſh- 
boſheth. But this rent, being but of man's making, 
laſted not long, ere God found means to make it up 

Yet, in the mean time, ſome bickerings happened 
between the forces of theſe rival kings; for Abner, - 
drawing out king Iſhboſheth's forces, marched them 
from Mahanaim to Gibeon ; which Joab, captain- 
of king David's forces (and ſon to Zeruiah, 


David's ſiſter) e. „ he alſo led forth David's 
men: and at the pool of Gibeon, the two armies 


provoked Joab to ſend forth 


party Joab agreeing to, twelve 
of a fide iſſued forth of each camp: theſe fighting not 
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in bodies, but -handed, man to man, every one 
caught his fellow by the head, and thruſting each 
other through the body, they all fell down together. 
From which bold and refolute action, that place was 
called Helkath-Hazzurim, that is, The field of ftrong 
—_— ---* 

This deſperate reſolution of theſe forlorn hopes, fo 
heated the ſpirits of the foldiers on either fide, that, 
the armies preſently joining, a ſharp battle was fought 
between them ; wherein David's men at length pre- 
vailing, Abner was beaten and forced to fly. 

Iſhboſheth's men thus routed, Aſahel (Joab's young- 
er brother, a very nimble-footed youth) in the purſuit 
took atter Abner, and followed him fo cloſe, that Abner 
finding he could not eſcape him by running, turned 
again, and made a ſtand, to fee what he was that fol- 
lowed him fo hard; and obſerving him to be but a 

outh, and underſtanding withal that he was Joab's 
er, he wiſhed him to give over purſuing him, 

and take ſome other pritoner for his prey; but Aſahel 
would not turn afide. from following bow. 

Abner went a httle further ; dur] finding that Aſahel 
ſtill preſſed upon him, he ſpake to him again, deſiring 
him to turn from him and leave him: „For why, 
faid he, ſhouldit thou provoke me to kill thee ? And 
how ſhall I look upon thy brother Joab when I have 
done it?“ 

But young Afahel, ambitious of the honour of takin 
the general priſoner, would by no intreaty be — 
to leave him, but ſtill preſſed harder on db, ; which 
when Abner ſaw, and that unleſs he would be his pri- 
ſoner, there was no way but to kill or be killed, he 
ſmote him with the hinder end of his ſpear under the 
fifth rib, fo that the ſpear came out behind him, and 
down he fell dead in the place. 

His falling and lying there gave opportunity to 
Abner to efcape: for though Joab and Abiſhai (his 
other brother) with many others, purſued Abner alto ; 

et when they came to the piace where Afahel lay 


BY dead, they all ſtood ſtill: ſo that Abner got time to 
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much kindneſs unto the houſe of Saul thy father, to 
his brethren, and to his friends, againſt Jadah, and 
have not delivered thee into the hand of David, 

bed. 12 


David 


over you. 

> Ayo 

their enemies, ue 
him your king tn 
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Neither did he tamper only with the Iſraelites in 
general; but particularly with the elders of Benjamin, 
who were more immediately concerned for the houſe 
of Saul. And when he found he had gained his point 
upon them, he then went to Hebron, taking only 
twenty men with him, and preſented himſelf to David. 

David received Abner and his men courteouſly : and 
to ſhew the regard he had to him, he made a feaſt for 
them ; after which, Abner taking his leave of David, 
told kim, © He would go and gather all Iſrael to him, 
that they might make a league with him; and that 
he might reign over them all, according to his heart's 
deſire.” | 

Abner was but newly gone from Hebron, when 
Joab (David's general, who, during the time that 
Abner had been with David, had been out with a 
upon an expedition againſt the Philiſtines) returned 
with a great ſpoil to Hebron; and being quickly 
told, by ſome of his creatures, that Abner had been 
there, and that the king had received and entertained 
him kindly, and diſmiſſed him peaceably, he was 
much diſturbed at it: for Joab hated Abner for more 
cauſes than one; not only becauſe he had flain his 
brother Aſahel; but for that he doubted, if Abner 
ſhould bring over Iſrael to David, and by that means 
ingratiate himſelf with the king, he himſelf might be 
in danger of being ſupplanted by him : for Abner was 


a man of great courage and conduct, and had withal 
eat intereſt in the people. | 


Joab therefore haſtening to king David, in a 

and ſoldierly manner, aſked him, What he had done? 
It feems, ſaid he, Abner came unto thee; how is it 
that thou haſt ſent him away, and he is quite gone? 
Then ſuggeſting to David, that Abner came only as a 
ſpy, to fee his ſtrength, and obſerve the ſtate of his 
affairs, that he might deceive him ; he went out from 
David, and fent meſſengers after Abner to bring him 
back again (as if David had ſomething further to 
lay to him); whereas David knew nothing of it. 


Abner 
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Abner thinking no harm, nor ſuſpecting any danger, 
returned ; — ſoon as he — 1 — 
Joab, who waited for that purpoſe, took him aſide in 
the gate in a ſhew of friendſhip, and under pretence 
of ſome private buſineſs, there baſely ſtabbed him to 
death ; 
death 


nding that he did it in revenge of the 
Afahel his brother, whom Abner in his own 
defence had ſlain in battle. 

When David heard of this barbarous murder, he 
cried out, I and my kingdom are guiltleſs before 
the Lord for ever, from the blood of Abner. Let it 
reſt on the head of Joab, and of all his father's houſe : 
and let the honſe of Joab never be without one 
that hath an iſſue, or that is a leper, (and fo is legally 
unclean) or that (through weakneſs or infirmity) lean- 
eth upon a ſtaff, or that wanteth bread.” 

Then commanding Joab and all the people that 
were with him to rend their clothes, and girding 
themſelves with ſackcloth to mourn before Abner, 
king David himſelf following the bier, they buried 
Abner in Hebron. At which the king, lifting up his 
voice, wept at the grave of Abner, and all the people 
alſo : but the king more eſpecially lamented 
over Abner, ſaying, ©« Died Abner as a fool dieth 
Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet put into 
fetters; but as a man falleth before wicked men, fo 
felleſt thou: and with that all the "_ wept again 
over him. And when (according to the cuſtom they 
then had of feaſting at burials) they came to invite 
David to eat, he utterly refuſed, ſolemnly binding 
himſelf not to taſte of any food until the fun was fet s. 

This carriage of David's the people took great no- 
tice of; and (as they generally liked what he did) 
they were much pleaſed with this: for from hence all 
concluded that David was nat conſenting, nor any 
way privy to Abner's death. 

But to his domeſtick ſervants the king complained 
more particularly ; and bewailing his own condition, 


s 2 Sam. iii. 
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ſaid, © Know ye not that a prince, and a great 
is fallen this day in Iſrael? And I, 
king, am yet but weak, and not well ſettled 1 
1 : and theſe men, the ſons of Zeruiah, 


Saul's fon (whom Abner , ſet u * 

ke AK and the Iſraelites in 
general were much troubled for the loſs of their cap- 
tain- general: ſo that Iſhboſheth their king was little 
regarded, and leſs guarded. 
1 


legitimate ſtock there was none left who were in a 


condition to revenge his death upon them. For Me- 
phiboſheth, Jonathan's ſon, was but a child of ſeven 
old, and lame too of his feet, by a fall which 
is nurſe let him take when ſhe fled in haſte with him, 
ain. 

Theſe two regicides, whoſe names were Baanah and 
Rechab, were brothers, ſons of Rimmon a Beerothite, 


> 2 Sam. iv, 


beloagi 
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ty, when one came and 
Is death, ſuppoſing he had 
| s; Nay, dl rotate me 
ele! which expect- 


ul wore, 
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but the head of Iſhboſheth they buried in the ſepulchre 
of Abner in Hebron. 

This murder of Iſhboſheth made way for the —_— 
the ki of Iſrael and Judah into ane again 
For upon his death, all the tribes of Iſrael (dar is, 
the elders, or heads of the tribes) came unto Dayid at 
Hebron ; and having, as an introduction, told -him, 
| they were of his bone and fleſh ; and in times paſt, 
even when Saul was their king, he was their captain 
that led them out and in; "0d hes i= w9n. of tm 
that the Lord had ſaid, Thou ſhalt feed my people 
Iſrael, and ſhalt be a captain over them, David 
thereupon making a with them, they anointed 
him king over Iſrael, and at Hebron they were feaſted 


three days t 
years in Hebron, 


David had lived now about two 
and five years more he lived there: for he is faid ta 
have reigned ſeven years in Hebron. And having 
now the united car of Iſrael and Judah under his 
command, he led forth his men to Jeruſalem, againſt 
the Jebuſites, the inhabitants of the land; who, truſt- 
ing too much to the ſtrength of the place, told David 
in deriſion, Except he took away the blind — — 
lame, he ſhould not come in thither.” Implyin 
place was ſo — o that if there were none but Sing 
and lame to defend it, he with all his forces could not 
take it. 

David, reſolving to correct their inſolence, cauſed 
proclamation to be made, that whoſoever ſhould ſcale 
the fort, by getting up into the gutter, and ſhould 
ſmite the Jebuſites with their lame and their blind, 
who had made themſelves hateful to David, he ſhould | 
be captain- of all his forces. 

This Joab, David's ſiſter's fon, who had command 
before of the forces of Judah, performed. By which 
means David took the ſtrong hold of Zion, in which 
he afterwards dwelt : and when he had built it round 


2 Sam. v. 


about 
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about from Millo (or the fortreſs) and inward, it was 
called, . The city of David.” 

Now began David's affairs to profper, and his fame 
to ſpread : for the Lord God of Hoits was with him; 
and he ved that the Lord had eſtabliſhed him 
king over Ifrael. Which his neighbours alſo took 
notice of ; and thereupon Hiram, king of Tyre, ſent 
ambaſſadors to David, to congratulate his acceſſion to 
the crown, and to make him a preſent of cedar trees, 
and workmen to build him a palace. 

On the other hand, when the Philiſtines heard that 
the Ifraclites had anointed David for their king, they 
came up to ſeek him, ſpreading themſelves in the 
valley of Rephaim ; whereupon David went down to 
the hold. But before he would go forth againſt them, 
he enquired of the Lord if he ſhould go, and if the 
Lord — deliver them into his hand? And the 
Lord bidding him go, and aſſuring him that he would 
deliver them to him, he marched forth againſt them, 
and ſmote them, and put them to the rout : ſo that 
they fled, and for haſte left their images behind them, 
which David and his men burnt, The place where 
this battle was fought, David called Baal-perazim, 
that is, The plain of breaches, or diviſions; giving 
this reaſon for the name, The Lord hath broken 
forth upon mine enemies before me, as the breach of 
waters“. 

Yet long it was not ere the Philiſtines, having 
levied new forces, came up again; and 2 
— elves in the valley of Rephaim, offered David 

ttle. 

David would not preſume upon his late ſucceſs; 
but enquired of the Long again. And now the Lord 
commanded him not to go up, that is, directly to 
engage them; but fetch a compaſs behind them, and 
come upon them over-a againſt the mul trees: 
and when he ſhould hear the ſound of a going in the 


tops of the mulberry- trees, then he ſhould beſtir him- 
m 2 Sam. v. 


ſelf; 


ante 
85 


In 


* 1-004 HISTORY. 


8 324 


Zr? 


111135 : 


SET 


2270 R 
54 11 11 4 12381115 


844351115 


1 


— 


SACRED HISTORY. 


the ark, it could not be 
that the ark had been at 


went to fetch 
fifty 
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But that he might do it regularly (having firſt pre- 
pared a place for *he ark of God, and pitched BR 
tent, and declared that none ought to carry the ark of 
God but the Levites) he called for Zadok and Abiathar 

and for the chief of the Levites; and put- 
in mind that they were the chief of the 
the Levites, bid them ſanctiiy themſelves, 
ir brethren, that they might bring up the 
the Lord God of Ifracl unto the place which 
prepared for it: For, ſaid he, becauſe ye did 
at the firſt, therefore the Lord our God made 
upon us; for that we ſought him not after 
er.” 


jeſts and Levites thus admoniſhed of their 
ified themſelves ; and the Levites took up 
God, with the ſtaves thereof, and bare it 
ſhoulders, as Moſes, according to the word 
Lord, had commanded. And the Levites, by 
direction, appointed ſome of their brethren to 
to play upon inſtruments of muſick. And 
things were thus diſpoſed in a due order, 
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with the elders of I, and the captains 
forward to bring up the ark of the 
the houſe of Obed-Edom 


that did bear the ark of 
he facrificed oxen 
and ſeven rams. 
| day, ſomewhat 
like the Levites and fingers, in a linen ephod, in which 
he danced before the ark with all his might*: and fo 
brought up the ark with ſhouting, and with the found 
the trumpet, and with ſeveral other forts of muſical 
tered the city, Michal, 
through a window, ſaw 
ing David, leaping and dancing before 
unde ing, or not duly 
upon which he did it, ſhe de- 


Now 


-- * 
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Now when they had brought in the ark of the Lord, 
and had ſet it in its place, in the midft of the taber- 
nacle that king David had pitched for it, he offered * 
burnt-offerings and peace-offerings before the Lord. 
And then bleſſing the people in the name of the Lord 
of Hoſts, he diſtributed to one of Iſrael, as well 
to the women as the men, a cake (or loaf) of bread, 
and a good piece of fleſh, and a flagon of wine, and 
ſo diſmiſſed them. | 

Then having appointed certain Levites to miniſter 
before the ark of Lord, to record what was done, 
and to thank and praiſe the Lord God of Iſrael, king 
David delivered unto Aſaph, the chief of the 
a pſalm of thankſgiving unto the Lord; which as de- 
livered in 1 Chron. xvi. from ver. 8 to 37. contains 
the cvth pſalm to ver. 16. with little variation; and 
then takes in the xcvith pſalm. 

Matters being thus difpoſed, as the returned 
every one to his houſe, ſo David returned to his alſo, 
to bleſs his houſhold *. And now out comes his wife 
Michal to meet him, and (for want of a right confi- 
deration and ſenſe of the ſervice he had been 
in) thus in an ironical upbraiding way received him ; 
« How glorious, ſaid ſhe, was the king of Iſrael to- 
day, who uncovered himſelf in the fight of the hand- 
maids of his ſervants, as one of the vain fellows 
uncovereth himſelf !” 

King David not brooking this reproach from his 
wife, told her, © It was before the Lord he had ſo 
humbled himſelf, who had choſen him before her 
father, and before all his houſe, and had appointed 
him ruler over his people Iſrael. Then he let her 
know, that for all her taunting, he would play before 
the Lord, and would be yet more vile in this ſenſe, 
and debaſe himſelf more in his own fight; and that 
though ſhe deſpiſed him, thoſe very maid-fervants 
hom ſhe twitted him with, would honour him for it. 
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have walked with all Iſrael, have I blamed of the 
judges of Iſrael (whom I commanded to feed my 

people) for not building me an houſe of cedar ? that 
thou houldeſt preſume t take ſuch a work upon thee 
without 

Then charging the pro het to remind David from 
how low a condition — had taken him, and to 
what an height of greatneſs he had raiſed him, he bid 
him tell David that he would provide a place of reſt 
and ſafety for his people in general, and in particular 
would eſtabliſh David's family : and that after his 
death, he would ſet one of his ſons upon his 
throne ; which fon ſhould build an houſe for him; and 
he would eſtabliſh the om unto him for ever, and 
would be a father to him, and would take him for a 
ſon, and would deal by him as a ſon*: ſo that if he 
ſhould commit iniquity, he would not take his 
wholly from him, to cut him off, as he had done Saul; 
but would chaſtiſe him with the rod of men, that is, 
tenderly, as parents do their own children. 

This meſſage Nathan delivered to David ; and, 
without doubt, then gave him the reaſon alſo, why 
the Lord would not let him build an houſe ; which was 
becauſe he had made great wars, and had ſhed much 
blood; as himſelf afterwards told his fon Solomon, 
1 Chron. xxu. 8. 

When David had received this meſſage, that he 
might ſhew his ſubjection to the will of God, and 
his thankfulneſs to the Lord, he went in and 
fat before the Lord; and debaſing himſelf, that he 
might the more fully acknowledge the goodneſs and 
munificence of God unto him, 1n raifing him to what 
he was, he returned moſt thanks to the Lord 
for his manifold tavours conferred on him, and = his 
gracious promiſe to ſettle his fon upon the chrone, and 
eſtabliſh his family in the government; concludi ing 
with earneſt ſupplication, that the bleſſing of the L 
might reſt upon him and his houſe for | Su Which 


* 2 Sam, vii. 1 Chron, xvii. 
Vol. II; 6 read 
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| ee 
David, now ſenſible that he had miſtaken his work, 
in deſigni to build an houſe for God, 
himſelf to his ſervice for which the had 
raiſed him up; which was, to ſubdue the enemies of 
Iſrael, and enlarge the kingdom which he was to leave 
to his cable Hor“. | 

Firſt, therefore, falling upon the Philiſtines, he took 
from them the royal city Gath, with the towns belong- 
ing to it, and t the Philiſtines into ſubjection. 
This city Gath was called M ah, or the Bridle 
of N e 

Then turning his forces upon Moab, he red the 
Moabites to condition, that, demoliſhing their 
ſorts, he put to death whom he pleaſed, and whom he 
pleaſed he ſaved alive, making them his ſervants and 
tributaries. 

From thence going on to ſettle the borders of the 
country, at the river Euphrates, Hadadezer (called 
„ ln 
king of Zobah, fing him, put Hadadezer t6 
the worſt, and from him a thouſand chariots, and 
ſeven thouſand horſemen, and twenty thouſand foot- 
men; and reſerving horſes for an hundred chariots 


only, he houghed (or cut the hamiſtrings) of the reſt 
of the chariot horſes. 

The Syrians of Damaſcus, hearing how hard it went 
with Hadadezer, came forth to fuccour him ; and of 
them David ſlew two and twenty thouſand. This loſs 
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decaſion he is thought to have compoſed the ſixtieth 


From this ition he t with him. to Jeru- 
ſalem good ftore of gold and of braſs; for from Ha- 
dadezer's ſoldiers he took ſhields of gold; and from 
Berah and Berothai, cities of Hadadezer, he took a 
great deal of braſs. 

Thus came David ſafe back, —_— 
ſerved him whitherſoe ver he went, and 12 

great atchievements. 288 
appli himſelf to execue jgment and juſtice vor 


kD hs or recorder ; Zadok, the 
Ahitub (of the ſtock of Eleazer, 1 Chron. vi. 
and 8.) and Ahimelech, the fon of Abiathar, or he 
I 


who were Il) 
and Pelethites (who were of Judah); veteran ſoldiers 
all. And David's ſons, which were many (for he had 
ſix born in Hebron, while he lived — and thirteen 
after he came to Jeruſalem, beſides the ſons of his 
concubines, 1 Chron. iii. ver. 1. to 10.) were all 
princes. 

Hadadezer, it ſeems, had had wars with Toi (called 
alſo Tou, 1 Chron, xviii. 9.) king of Hamath (a city 
of Canaan, Numb. xiu. 21. which fell to the lot of 
Naphthali, Joſh. xix. 32. 35.) Wherefore king Toi, 
David had beaten Hadadezer, fent his ſon 


l of — 
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And now, ſettled in peace and jy David 
————— tv wr. wo of tos os end and 
brother Jonathan*. And enquiring if there was any 
of Saul's family unto whom he might ſhew kindneſs 
for Jonathan's ſake, Ziba, an old ſervant of Saul's, 
was called, as one that could beſt give an account of 
his maſter's family. He acquainted David, that Jona- 
than had a ſon yet living, named Mephiboſheth, who 
was lame of his feet. Whereupon David, underſtand- 
ing by Ziba where he was, ſent and fetched him to 
him; and receiving him very courteouſly, bid him 
Not fear ; for he would certainly ſhew him kindneſs 
for his father Jonathan's fake, and would reſtore him 
all the lands of his grandfather Saul, and he ſhould 
always eat at his table. Mephiboſheth thereupon 

ing, and himſelf, expreſſed the ſenſe he 
had of the king's goodneſs, in taking notice of ſo mean 
a as he was. 

But David calling for Ziba, ſaid to him, I have 
given unto Mephiboſheth, thy maſter's ſon, all that 
_ g”— unto Saul, and to all his houſe. Thou, 

ore, with thy ſons and thy ſervants, ſhall till the 

land for him; and thou ſhalt bring in the fruits for thy 
maſter Mephiboſheth's fon (for Mephiboſheth had a 
young fon, named Micho). But as for Mephiboſheth 
umſelf, he ſhall always eat at my table.” Ziba un- 
dertaking the charge, he and his family, fifteen ſons 
and twenty ſervants, were all ſervants unto Mephibo- 
ſheth ; who himſelf, dwelling at Jeruſalem, did eat 
3 table, as one of the king's 

Some time after this?, David having heard that 
Nahaſh, king of Ammon, was dead, and that Hanun 
his ſon ſucceeded him; and gratefully remembering 
ſome kindneſs, which it ſeems Nahaſh had formerly 
ſhewed. him (probably in the time of his troubles 
under Saul, though I find no icular mention of it 
in the ſtory). in return of kindneſs, ſent an ambaſly of 


* 2 Sam. ix. 1 2 Sam, x. 1 Chron, xix. 


condolence 
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condolence to Hanun, to comfort him for the death 
of his father, and congratulate his acceſſion to the 
crown. 
When theſe ambaſſadors were come to the Ammo- 
nitiſh court, the princes of Ammon perſuaded their 
king, that David had not ſent them in honour to his 
father, or to comfort him ; but that, under that pre- 
tence, he had ſent them as ſpies, to ſearch out the 
ſtrength of the city, that he might invade it *. 

Hanun thereupon ſeizing on the ambaſſadors, ſhaved 
off one half of their beards, and cut off their garments 
in the middle to their buttocks, and in that reproach- 
ful manner ſent them away. 

The men, thus baſely expoſed to contempt, were ſo 
2ſhamed, they knew not how to return home. Where- 
fore David, being advertiſed of the abuſe, ſent ſome 
to meet them, and bid them tarry at Jericho until their 
beards were grown again. | 

This violation of the law of nations, which gives 
protection to ambaſſadors, the Ammonites afterwards 
(but too late) conſidered it was not likely king David 
would put up. Wherefore expecting to be called to 
account for it, they ſent and hired men out of Syria 
and other neighbouring parts to the number of three 
and thirty thouſand : and drawing out alſo their own 
men from their ſeveral cities, they made all the provi- 
fion they could for their defence. And David, not 
bearing to let ſuch an inſolent affront go unpuniſhed, 
fent Joab with all the hoſt of the mighty men againſt 
them. 

The Ammonites expecting them, had ranged their 
battle before their own city, at the entrance of the 
gate, having their mercenary forces in a body by them- 
felves in the field; which when Joab ſaw, he alfo 
divided his army into two parts; and picking out all 
the choice men of Iſrael, ke himſelf led them up againſt 
the mercenaries, leaving the reſt of his forces with his 
brother Abiſhai, to engage the Ammonites. Then he 


z A. M. 2966. 
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and his brother ing ta relieve each other as need 
ſhould require, Joab exhorted all his men to be of 
good courage, and to behave themſelves valiantly for 
their le, and for the cities of their God, and leave 
the ſucceſs to the Lord. 


Joab having thus enc bay men, made a fierce 
charge | the Syrians, put them to flight. 
The take of which ih Gibowaned the Ammenites, 


that they fled alſo, and got into the city. And thus, 
with a victory eaſily obtained, Joab returned with his 
army to Jeruſalem. 
But it was not long ere he was obliged to draw forth 
his men again. For the Syrians, to recover their late 
army; and Hadarezer ſent and 


of Hadarezer's hoſt, at 
As ſoon as David heard of this, he 
forces together, and 


battle. In which David ili 
ing loſt Shobach their 
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manner of great in thoſe hot countries was) he 
aroſe in the evening, and to enjoy the benefit of a cool 
air walked upon the cl of dis houſe, which (accord- 
ing to the appointment in the law, Deut. xxu. 8. 
was built flat, with battlements round about the 


9 wy an falling off. Fn 
thence his roving eye to eſpy a 
beautiful woman bathing and herſelf ern 


in her garden, probably for — ns accord 
ing to the law, Lev. xv*. And enquiring who ſhe 
was, he was told her name was Bathſheba (called alſo 
Bathſhua, 1 Chron. iii. 5.) the daughter of Eliam 
— there alſo Ammiel) and wife of Uriah; who, 
| — IAA by nation, was elyted to the 


religion, and fo this litiſh woman, 
ved in Jeruſalem ; but was at that time with the army 
at the fiege of Rabbah. 

David, taken with the woman's beauty, ſent for her, 
and lay with her ; and ſhe conc ſent 
him word that ſhe was with child*, Now 
David ſeemed not to be ſenſible of the evil he had 
done, yet he was of the ſhame that might come upon 
him by it; and therefore contriving how to hide it, 
he ſent to Joab to ſend home Uriah the Hittite to 
him, as if he had ſome particular buſineſs with him. 

When Uriah was come to the after ſome ge- 
w Joab did, and how the people 
David, in ſeeming 
22 to Uriah, as one that might be weary after 

go down to his houſe and waſh 

. k ( (that IS, reſt and refreſh himſelf); and withal 
; a meſs of meat after him, But Providence fo 
diſpoſed, that Uriah, though he took his leave of the 
king, did not go down to his houſe ; but, f 7 
1 flept at the daor 

s houſe 

When David underſtood next morning that Uriah 

had not gone home, he called him to him, and aſked 


A. M. 2970. d 2 Sam. xi. : 
C 4 him 
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him what the matter was that he did not go home, 
ſeeing he came off from a journey ? Uriah bluntly and 
ſoldier-like made him anfwer, „That inaſmuch as 
the ark, with Iſrael and Judah, abode in tents, and 
his lord general Joab, with the reſt of the king's ſer- 
vants, were encam in the open fields, he would 
not indulge himſelf fo far as to go to his houſe, to eat 
and to drink, and to lie with his wife.” 
When David found he could not work 


| him 
ſober, he reſolved to try what he could do with him 


when he was drunk. Wherefore, keeping him another 
day, he feaſted him highly, and plied him fo with 
ſtrong liquors that he made him drunk; hoping that 
then he would go home to his wife : but neither fober 
nor drunk could Uriah be drawn to it. But at even- 
ing, going forth from the king's preſence, he clapt 
himſelf down in the guard- chamber, and there ſlept. 

This put David upon a worſe courſe : for now he 
reſolved Uriah ſhould die; that, ſince he would not 
cover, he might not diſcover, nor revenge his offence. 

Wherefore diſmiſting Uriah, he ſent by him a letter 
to Joab, wherein he ordered Joab to fer Uriah in the 
fore front of the battle, and in the moſt dangerous 
place; and then retire from him, that he might be 
ſmitten and die. 

Accordingly, Joab obſerving what part of the city 
was beſt defended, aſſigned Uriah to a place where he 
knew there were valiant men; and when the beſieged 


made a fally, they flew ſome of the beſiegers, and 


amongſt them Uriah. 
Joab ſoon ſent an expreſs to David, to give him an 
account of the fucceſs of the war; bidding him, if he 
found the king diſpleaſed that things were no better, 
and that he ſhould blame them for approaching ſo 
near, within danger of the wall, he ſhould then tell 
— — — (by the letter he had 

recei knew leaſe him, though 
E 888 ** 
The meſſenger thus inſtructed went to David, and 
having given him an account of the battle; how 
|; daringly 
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the * ſallied forth againſt them; how 
at them back to the very entrance of the gate; 
and how the archers, ſhooting from the wall, had ſlain 
ſome of the king's ſervants, and among the reſt, Uriah 
the Hittite. David, having what he aimed at, ſent 
back the meſſenger, bidding him encourage Joab to 
go forward, and not to be troubled at the loſs ; bur 
conſider that the ſword makes no difference, but de- 
vours one as well as another; and that therefore he 
ſhould make his battle ſtronger, renew his aſſaults with 
greater vigour, and batter the city until he had over- 
thrown it. 

Now when Bathſheba heard that her huſband Uriah 
was dead, ſhe made a form:al mourning for him; and 
when that was over, David ſent and fetched her to his 
houſe, and ſhe became his wife, and bare him a fon : 
but the thing that David had done was evil in the fight 
of the Lord. 

Mean while Joab having ſtraitened Rabbah, and by 
aſſault taken that part of the city wherein the ſprings 
and conduits of water were © (whence he foreſaw the 
city could not long hold it) he diſpatched a meſſenger 
to David, to acquaint him what progreſs he had made, 
and to intreat him to come with the reſt of his forces, 
and be preſent in perfon at the taking of the city, leſt, 
otherwiſe, if Joab ſhould take it without him (or in 
his abſence) it ſhoutd thencetorth be called by Joab's 
Name. | 

David thereupon, gathering his people together, 
went to Rabbah, and fighting againſt it, took it. 
And beſides the ſpoil of the city, which he brought 
away in great abundance, he took their king's crown 
from off his head, and had it ſet upon his own head: 
which crown, weighing a talent of gold, was worth 
four thouſand and five hundred pounds ſterling (ac- 
cording to Godwyn's Moſes and Aaron, I. vi. c. x.) 
beſides the precious ſtones that were on it. 
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As for the people that were in Rabbah, 
a_—_—_ him by a double offence ; » In 
put upon him in the perſons of his ambaſſadors, 
2 Sam. x. 4. which gave the occaſion for this w 
and now, in holding out to the laſt extremity till 
rr by ſtorm, he gave them no 
, putting them to the extremeſt torn 


them ſuffer under ſa axes 


ws 
them 
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o 
« There were, ſal 
one city; the one rich, and the other poor. 
rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds 
the poor man had nothing, fave one little ewe- 
cat 
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brought 
drink as he 
was unto. hi 
daughter. And there coming a traveller to viſit 
f to take of his own 
his own herd, to dreſs for the 
to him ; but took the poor man's 


5 


man; and preſently 
Nathan, As the 

done this thing is y to 
reſtore the lamb four-fold, 
and had no pity.” 
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Little thought David that he had ſentenced himſelf, 
till the prophet turning quick upon him, ſaid, * Thou 
art the man.” That was an home-ſtroke. Yet to ſet 
it more home, and leave David without defence or 
excuſe, the prophet went on, and by way of aggrava- 
tion added: Thus faith the Lord God of Iſrael, I 
anointed thee over Iſrael, and I delivered 
out of the hand of Saul, and I gave thee thy maſter's 
houſe, and thy maſter's wives into thy boſom. 
os as the davlk of Med end fol. 
DO TS. 
ſuch and ſuch things. Wherefore then haſt thou 
Er r Fer dn baf Kid Uriah th to do evil in 

ht? For thou haſt killed Uriah the Hittite with 
ond, and haſt taken his wife to be thy wife (for 
though he was flain by the Ammonites, yet inaſmuch 
as thou didſt contrive and appoint his death, thou art 
guilty of his blood); and therefore the fword ſhall 
depart from thine houſe all thy days. And becauſe 
ow haſt deſpiſed me, in taking the wite of Uriah the 
Hittite to be wife, thus faith the Lord, Behold, I 

il againſt thee out of thine own houſe ; 


ſecretly, I will do this thing before all Iſrael, and be- 
fore the fun in the moſt open manner. 
David, pricked to the heart, and. ſelf-con- 
demned, made no excuſe ; but ſim ply ſaid, =] have 
finned againſt the Lord.” The * was ſhort, 
but full. And he who knew the inte grity of his heart, 
commiſſioned his prophet — 6 to tell him, he 
would not take him ſtrictly at his word; but would 
transfer the ſentence of death (which he unwittingly 
had pronounced upon himſelf) from him unto the 
child. The Lord alto, ſaid Nathan to David, hath 
put away thy fin: thou ſhalt not die thyſelf for it. 
Yor bnniuie by this dhed thee het given at occa- 


fon to the eyemies of the Lord ta blaſpheme, th 
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child that is born to thee (of this adulterous congreſs) 
ſhall ſurely die.“ | 

The prophet Nathan, having thus delivered his meſ- 
ſage, departed home: and immediately the Lord ftruck 
the child, fo that it was very ſick. David therefore 
beſought God for the child, and, keeping a faſt, went 
in and lay all night upon the earth : fo that although 
the elders of his houſe went to him, and intreated 
him to ariſe and eat, yet he would not. 

On the ſeventh day (from the child's birth, fay 
Tremellius and Junius) the child died : and David's 
ſervants, ſeeing how he grieved while the child was 
alive, were afraid to tell him that it was dead, left he 
ſhould then afflict himſelf more. But when David by 
their whiſpering ſuſpected, and upon enquiry under- 
ſtood, that the child was dead, he aroſe from the earth, 
and waſhed and anointed himſelf, and having changed 
his apparel, he went into the houſe of the Lord and 
worſhipped. After which, returning to his own houſe, 
he did eat. 

This made his ſervants wonder, that he, who faſted 
and wept for the child while it was alive, ſhould riſe 
and refreſh himſelf with food when it was dead. But 
David removed their wonder, by telling them he faſted 
and wept while the child was alive, in hopes that God 
would be graciouſly pleaſed to ſpare the child's life. 
« But now, faid he, that the child is dead, wherefore 
ſhould I faſt, ſeeing I cannot bring him back again? 
I ſhall go to him, but he will not return to me.” 

About this time it was, at leaſt on this occaſion, 
that David compoſed the one and fiftieth pſalm: which 
the reader, before he proceeds further, may do we 
to turn to and read. | 

After this, David comforted Bathſheba his wife, and 
ſhe bare him another ſon. Whereupon the Lord fent 
Nathan the prophet to him, to bid him call this fon 
Solomon; which name fignifies peaceable ; and was 
therefore given him, becauſe the Lord had promiſed, 
not only that he himſelf ſhould be a man of reſt, but 
that he would give peace and quietneſs in his _ = 

rael, 
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Iſrael, 1 Chron. xxii. 9. And beauſe the Lord loved 
this child, David called him alſo Jedidiah, that is, 
Beloved of the Lord. | 
Although David had ſons, yet we read but of 
one dau that he had“, whoſe name was Tamar, 
ſiſter to Abſalom, the king's third fon, whom he had 
by Maacha, the daughter of Talmai king of Geſhur. 
And now began that judgment which God had fo 
lately denounced againſt David (viz. «© That he would 
raiſe up evil againſt him out of his own houſe,” 
2 Sam. xii. 11.) For Amnon the king's eldeft fon (which 
he had by his wife Ahinoam the Jeareeliteſs) fell deſ- 
perately in love with his half-ſiſter Tamar ; whoſe 
extraordinary beauty ſo captivated the young prince's 
affection, that he pined away through an hopeleſs de- 
fire after her : for ſhe, being a young virgin, was fo 
carefully kept within the king's houſe (as the manner 
of breeding the Jewiſh damſels was, thoſe eſpecially 
that were of the higher rank) that Amnon, though 
her brother, knew not how to come at her. 5 
The trouble of Amnon's mind diſcovering itſelf in 
his countenance, gave occaſion to Jonadab, his inti- 
mate friend and couſin- german (as being the ſon of 
Shimeah, David's brother) to enquire of him what 
ailed him, that he (who being the king's eldeſt ſon, 
might be ſuppoſed to have whatever he deſired) looked 
fo thin, and waſted daily in his fleſh? Amnon, ar 
Jonadab's importunity, told him plainly, he was in 
love with Tamar, his brother Abfalom's ſiſter. 
Jonadab thereupon, being a very ſubtle man, ad- 
viſed his couſin Amnon to feign himſelf ſick, and 
betake himſelf to his bed; which would draw his father 
to viſit him: and then he ſhould- requeſt his father to 
let his ſiſter Tamar come and dreſs him ſomething to 


eat, that he, ſeeing her do it, might eat it from her 
hand | 


Purſuant to this advice, Amnon took his bed like a 
ſicx man; which when the king heard of, he quickly 


4 2 8 +. 


came 
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came to ſee him: and Amnon intreating the king his 
2 2 3 2 and make _ 2 

es, ing, ſu nothing of 2 
deſign, ſent word to Tamar, char we ould go to her 
brother Amnon's houſe, and dreſs for him what he 
would have to eat. 

Tamar very innocently went ; and finding her bro- 
ther Amnon on his bed, ſhe made him ſuch cakes as 
he directed, and having baked them, brought them 
to him: but his ſtomach did not yet ſerve him; nei- 
ther would he eat while the company was there. But 
when all were gone, fo that he only and ſhe were left 
alone together, he defired her to bring the cakes to 
her, and ſaid, 


1 uaſion, 
begged him to let her alone, and not attempt to vio- 
late her chaſtity : laying before him the guilt he would 
bring upon himſelf (by ſo poſitive a breach of the law, 

- XViii. 9.) the ſhame he would her to, and 
contempt he would ſub imſelf to, by com- 
tting an act not only very ſinful, but 
ooliſh alſo all ility, if he made 
fuit to her f. her, he might have his conſent to 
her: which courſe ſhe adviſed him to take, per- 


— 


a contrived deſign upon her. And, therefore, having 
now gained his opportunity, he was deaf to all her 
reaſons, counſel, and intreaties; and being ſtronger 
than ſhe, he forced her. 

Having obtained his wicked end, the anſwering of 
his luſt, Amnon's hot love preſently turned to burning 
hatred. He hated Tamar fo exceedingly, that the 
hatred wherewith he hated her, was greater than the 

love wherewith he had loved her. And in this hateful 
fit, he churliſhly bid her © Ariſe and be gone.” 
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vering 
(by this means) the guilt and ſhame he had brought 
imſelf and her. Wherefore ſhe told him, he 
no cauſe to deal thus roughly with her; and that 


evil of her thus out of doors, would be 
2 i 


amar, thus abuſed and baſely dealt with, 
which was of divers colours, as, 


n 
(in token 


As ſoon as Abſalom ſaw her in that condition, ſuſ- 

5 hat had befallen her, he aſked her, If her 
been with her ? And when ſhe had 
- told him how ſhe had been dealt with, he wiſhed her 
to conſider that Amnon was her brother, againſt whom 
if ſhe ſhould complain, it was not likely ſhe ſhould 
obtain juſtice, he being the King's eldeſt fon; and 
that her — would but ſpread her reproach, 
and bring infamy upon their whole family : and there- 
fore he adviſed her to Keep her own counſel, and nor 
lay this injury to heart. 

Tamar taking her brother Abſalom's advice, re- 
mained in his houſe ; but in a deſolate condition. As 
for Abſalom, he, difſembling 


very 

wroth ; yet puniſhment inflicted 
on 2 — for it: = David was an indulgent father. 

ull two years did Abſalom wait for an opportunity 

to be revenged on his brother Amnon, which at 


length 


- wor way” — 


2 
= 
7 
4 
— 
+ 
. 
= 
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3 
length he thus contrived: he had a day of 
ſhearin 


g at his country-houſe, to which he invited all 
the king's ſons; and to colour the matter invited the 
king himſelf firſt. 

The king excuſed himfelf from going, upon the ac- 
count that he would not put him to too great charges; 
and h Abſalom preſſed, he refuſed to go: yet to 
let him ſee he was not offended with him, he gave 
him his bleſſing before he parted with him. Abſalom 
then intreated him to let his brother Amnon go with 
him ; which David made ſome heſitation at: but Ab- 

prevailed with him, to let not only 


Abſalom had given his ſervants a ſtrict charge * 
hand, that when Amnon's heart ſhould be merry with 
wine, and he ſhould bid them ſmite him, they ſhould 
fall on courageouſly and kill him, and he would bear 
them out. The ſervants, obſequious to their maſter's 
command, when he gave them the watch-word, fell 
upon prince Amnon, though heir apparent to the 
crown, and killed him. The am of hs mit of the 
king's ſons in ſuch a fright, not knowing where the 
aſſaſſination would end, that, not attempting to re- 
venge their brother's death, they every one mounted 
his mule, and fled towards their father's court. 

But was ſpeedier than they. So that ere they 
could reach the court, tidings were brought to David, 
« That Abſalom had flain all the reſt of the king's 
ſans, and had not left one of them alive.” 

At this aſtoniſhing news, the king tore his garment, 
and lay on the ground; and all his fervants ſtood by 
with their clothes rent : which when Jonadab (David's 
brother's ſon, the ſame who had encouraged and coun- 
felled Amnon to take that courſe, for the ſatisfying or 
his luſt, which had brought him to this untimely end) 
obſerved, he, to mitigate the king's grief, defired 
him not to think that all his ſons were flain : for he 
could affure him, that only Amnon was dead; and 
that 
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The king, having heard her complaint and requeſt, 
WO tu long. 7p nn yes ag ge oa 
But this being too 

told him, would protect her ſon againſt 
engers of blood, the iniquity (of his having 
in the fray) ſhould be upon her and 
and the king and his throne ſhould 
be guiltleſs.” Whereupon the — her, whoſo- 
ever ſhould moleſt her on that occ , bring him to 
im, and he would take ſuch a courſe with him that 


he ſhould not trouble her any more. This yet was 
not home enough to reach the caſe ; for ſhe aimed at 
g a promiſe from him, that he would her 
: wherefore, to draw the king ſtill further on, ſhe 
again beſpake him thus, I pray thee, let the king 
remember the Lord thy God, that thou ſuffer not the 
* N of blood to deſtroy any more, leſt they deſtroy 
my fon.” Upon that the king, to give her aſſurance, 
ſaid, As the Lord liveth, there ſhall not one hair of 
thy ſon fall to the earth. 

The woman now reckoning ſhe had faſt hold of the 
king by his word, opened matter plainly to him ; 
letting him know, that under the parable of a widow, 
K 09 305 8 one fon, and for the 
of loſing the other, cove repreſented to 
him the grief of his people for * of his ſon 
Abſalom, and their carneſt deſire that he might be 
recalled from baniſhment. 

When the king ſaw how wilily he had been over- 
reached, he ſuſpected Joab to have had an hand in the 
contrivance ; and aſking the woman, if it were not ſo? 
ſhe told him, it was; and that Joab had inſtructed 
her what ſhe ſhould ſay *. Whereupon the king calling 
for Joab, told him, he had granted Abſalom's pardon ; 
and bid him go bring him home again. Joab, re- 
turning humble thanks to the king, for having ſo 
graciouſly granted his requeſt, went joyfully to the 
court of king Talmai at Geſhur ; and from thence 


* A. M. 2975. 


brought 


Part III. SACRED HISTORY. 3s 


brought Abſalom to Jeruſalem : but when he was 
gave order, that he ſhould go to his 
not come to court. 

to Abſalom. Wherefore, 
years in Jeruſalem, and in 


come, the 


king on his behalf : but truly Tour 
would not come at him. When therefore he had ſent 
for him a ſecond time, and OO refuſed to 
come, Abſalom, remembering that Joab had a field of 
barley lying near to his, bid hs ſerrnt go ſet it on 
fire : which when they had done, Joab quickly came 
to Abſalom, to expoſtulate the with him, and to 
—＋ « what the reaſon was that his ſervants had fired 

Abſalom told him he had ſent for him that he 
might ſend him to the king, to intreat that he might 
be brought to the king's preſence: and then, if the 
king t him worthy of death, let him kill him; 
for he rather die, than live under this confine- 
ment. 

Joab then going to the king, and acquainting him 
how hardly Abſalom took it, to be brought from 
Geſhur two years ago, and not to be ſuffered in to 
long a time to fee him; the king thereupon called for 
him, who being come, and bowing himſelf on his 
face to the ground before the king, was by him re- 
2 with a kiſs; a token of forgiveneſs and royal 
avour. 

Though Abſalom was David's third ſon, in the order 
of his birth; Amnon by Ahinoam, and Chileab by 
Abigail, deing elder than he, 2 Sam. 11. 2, 3. yet 
now he ſeems to be the eldeſt ; Amnon being flain, 
and Chileab (fuppoſed to be) dead before. This, 
ao 3 4 oe phage to him, made him 
caſt an ambitious eye upon the =_ which he 
thought himſelf works enough to wear | 

For perſonage he was of ch incomparable 
and „* Amato; ' 

2 from 
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to him, he would take him in his arms 
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ur in 8 
would 
Jerufalem, he would then 

peace-offering unto 
pecting his ſon of 
_ ht, ** G9 > peace 


ang he 
ſerve 


ginning of David's reign, 

She oaned but forty you years 

—_— — i: bath inſtead of after 

ginta annorum, before the end of 
== gy cone nes Men Doh whe 

text. More likely it is, that theſe forty years ſhould 

commence from the time of Abfalom's birth, and fo | 

denote his age ; and then the ſenſe will be, that he was | 

full forty years old when he laid this plot againſt his | 


However it was, having obtained the king's leave, 
Abſalom took his journey to Hebron; ind Wink him 
went qut of Jeruſalem two hundred choice men, whom 
he haÞ#ſingled out and invited to his feaſt, but had 
not acquainted them with his deſign : fo that they 
went in „ ty, not knowing any thing of it. 
But he ſent agents Aare to ſound the 
minds of the chief men of Iſrael, and to direct all ſuch 
as they could gain to his faction, that when they 
ſhould bear the ſound of the trumpet, they ſhould 
make among the people, that Abſalom 
rei in Hebron, in order to the le 
thither to him. In particular, he ſent for Ahit ! 

iloni — David's counſellor, from his city 
32 as one whom, for the 
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53 3 having 


38 SACRED HISTORY, Par in. 


ing got notice of it, came and acquainted king 
S 
of the . 1 cc 

heart (uſing the ſingular number) of the men of Iſrael 
after Abſalom ;” as much as to ſay, The 
men of Iſrael are unanimous, or of one heart, in this 


with fo fear, that his native courage for the 
t abating, he ſaid to his ſervants that were with 
im at Jeruſalem, © Ariſe, and let us flee; for we 
ſhall not elſe eſcape from Abſalom. Make ſpeed to 
depart, leſt he overtake us ſuddenly, and bring evil 
upon us; and for our ſake imite the city with the edge 
Ie fin .” They telling him, they were ready to 
obey his commands ; the king (leaving ten women, 
who were ſome of his concubines, to keep the houſe) 
went forth, and all his houſhold after him ; the Che- 
xethites, and the Pelethites, and the Gittites (being 
fix hundred men that had followed him from Gath) 
paſſing on before him. 

Amang theſe David took particular notice of Ittai 
the Gittite (whom ſome take to be ſon to the king of 
Gath; and who, it ſeems, was but lately come to 
him): and David faid to him, Wherefore goeſt thou 
alſo with us ? Return to thy place, and abide with the 
king (ſo, ſeeing the people had ſet him up, he called 
the uſurper his rebellious ſon) : for thou, ſaid he, art 
a ſtranger (and therefore not in any danger) and alſo 
an exile (whence may be gathered, that he had fled to 
David for protection, as David had fi done to 
Achiſh). Inaſmuch therefore (ſaid David to him) as 
thou art but new come to us, why ſhould I make thee 
wander about with us, we know not whither ? Return 
thou, and take back thy brethren ; and mercy 
truth be with thee.” But the noble Gittite fol 
proteſting to the king, that he would run the 
adventure with him, whether it were in life 


and 
ſame 
or in 


> A. M. 2980. 
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death, the king bid him then paſs over before him : 
which he did with his men and all the little ones that 


me again, and ſhew me both it 
tation (to wit, the tabernacle which J 
have raiſed for him). But, if be he hath no delight in 
me, behold, here I am: let him do to me as ſeemeth 
good unto him.“ 

But this was not all; David aimed at ſome further 
advantage by ſending back the prieſts to tarry at Jeru- 
ſalem. 3 ſaid he to Zadok, art not thou a ſeer 
(that is, one whoſe miniſterial function will 
thee from violence, and render thee acceptable to 
Abſalom) ? Return therefore into the city, thou and 
Abiathar, and your two ſons with you (Ahimaaz thy 
ſon, and Jonathan his ſon) and there abide peaceably : 
and I will tarry in the plain of the — until 
there come word from you to certify me how things 
8 2 40K therefore, and Abiathar, carrying the ark of 
God again to Jeruſalem, tarried there. But David, 
ſetting forward again, went up by the aſcent of Mount 
Olivet, weeping as he went; and having his head 
covered, he went bare-foot : and all the people that 
were with him covered every man his A in token 
ol extreme ſorrow (of which, ſee inſtances in 2 Sam. 
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im by thoſe things ? 
« The aſſes are for the king's houſhold to 
and the fruits for the 
the wi 
to faint in 
where, ſaid the king, is thy maſter's ſon ?” 
tba, he abides at Jerufalem : for he 
1 houſe of Iſrael reſtore me the 
y father.” The too credulous king, 
falſe information of this treacherous 

haſty ſentence againſt innocent 


_m_— ephiboſheth.” Whereupon 
fawning Ziba, bowing himſelf, beſought the King bs 
continue this favour to him. 

David ſtill preſſing forward, came in a while to 
Bahurim, a city in the tribe of Benjamin, where he 
met with a very rude reception : for thence came 
forth a man, of the family of the houſe of Saul, whoſe 
name was Shimei, the fon of Gera, Whether this 
man had been a ſufferer in the fall of Saul's 
family, or what elſe had exaſperated him againſt David, 

not appear ; but a deep offence he had, it ſeems, 
wed againſt the king, and thought now he might 
ſafely vent his malice without danger. Wherefore he 
came forth, curſing ſtill as he came; and with his 
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Thus as he went along on the ſide of the hill, over 
againſt David, he continued railing and curſing: nor 
only fo, but caſt duſt, and threw ſtones alſo at David, 
and at all his ſervants, as they travelled along the way; 
though all the people, and the mighty men of war, 
were on either hand of him. 

This ſo provoked Abiſhai, David's nephew, that he 
ſaid to his uncle, Why ſhould this dog curſe my 
Lord the king? Let me go over, I pray thee, and 
take off his head.” But David, conſcious to himſelf 
of his own guilt in the caſe of Uriah, 2 Sam. xi. and 
of God's judgment denounced againſt him for it, 
chap. xii. ver. 11. ſaw and acknowl the 3 
hand of God in all this; and ſubmitting to it, ſaid, 
in diſlike of his couſin Abiſhai's offer, What have I 
to do with you, ye ſons of Zeruiah ! So let him curſe, 
becauſe the Lord hath ſaid unto him, Curſe David: 
who then ſhall ſay, Wherefore haſt thou done ſo ? 
Alas, ſaid he to Abiſhai, and to all his ſervants, ye ſee 
my ſon, who came forth of my bowels, ſeeketh my 
life: how much more then may this Benjamite do 
what he hath done ? Let him alone, and let him curſe, 
ſeeing the Lord hath bidden him : it may be the Lord 
will look on my affliftion, and. will requite me good 
for his curſing.” 

While David was thus entertained at Bahurim, Ab- 
ſalom and the men of Iſrael that were with him, being 
come, with Ahithophel, to Jeruſalem, Huſhai pre- 


ſented himſelf to him, with congratulatory acclama- 


tions, crying out, pe God fave the king ! God fave the 
king!“ Which ambiguous ſpeech might be applied 
either way, to Abſalom, or a 

Abſalom, well knowing Huſhai to have been an in- 
timate friend, and counſellor to his father, played a 
little ironically on him, ſaying, © Is this thy kindneſs 
to thy friend ? Why wenteſt thou not with thy friend? 
Huſhai replied, « Nay, but whom the Lord and this 
people, and all the men of Iſrael choofe, his will I be, 
and with him will I abide.” In which ſtill he left 
room for an application to David, whom the Lord and 
all 
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all Iſrael had undoubtedly choſen ; which could not be 
truly ſaid of Abſalom. And although, to take from 
Abſalom all ſuſpicion of him, and — in him 
confidence of his fidelity, he added, Whom ſhould 
I ſerve? As I have freed in thy father's preſence, fo 
will I be in thy yet he might thereby mean 
(and no doubt wy to ſerve the father ſtill, by giving 
counſel to the fon, and by diſcovering the 
of the ſon to the father. 

Huſhai having thus t himſelf in among them, 
Abſalom, that he might not loſe time, ſaid, Give 
counſel vou what we ſhall do.” This, though 
ſpoken to them all, he directed more particularly to 
Ahithophel, who had been a prime counſellor to Da- 
vid, and was of that repute in thoſe days, that his 
counſel was regarded, as if a man had enquired at the 
oracle of God, 

Ahithophel, well knowing the he ſhould be 
in, if a reconcihation ſhould be made between the 
father and the ſon, gave ſuch politick, but wicked, 
counſel, as he cancheated would hinder all accommo- 
dation between them. He adviſed Abſalom, therefore, 
in the firſt place, to take thoſe women, his father's 
concubines, which he had left to keep the houſe, and 
openly he with them before the le; alledging, 
that when all Iſrael ſhould hear how much, by that 
means, he had incenſed his father, — par- 
don, they would ſtick cloſe to him. This counſel 
ſuited Abſalom well: and a tent being ſpread on the 
top of the houſe (which, as was noted before, was 
flat-roofed) Abſalom went in unto his father's concu- 
bines in the ſight of all Iſrael. 

In the next place, Ahithophel adviſed a ſpeedy pur- 
ſuit after David, before he ſhould get into any ſtrong 
place, or have time to raiſe any conſiderable forces *. 
*« Let me now, faid he unto Abſalom, chooſe out 
twelve thouſand men; and I will ariſe and purſue after 
David this night : and I will come upon him while he 
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hed Bahurim; and going to a 
hat had a well in his court, they 
it. And the woman of the houſe, 
t be feen, took a coverlid, and 
the mouth of the well, laid ground 
as if it wanted airing. By that time 
came Abſalom's ſervants to the houſe, 
them; and aſking the woman where they 
told them, They were gone over the 
water :”” whereupon the purſuers went on as 
directed them; but when they had ſought and 
could not find them, they returned to Jeruſalem. 

As ſoon as they had noꝶce that the coaſt was clear, 
Jonathan and Ahimaaz coming up out of the well, 
went on to king David, and acquainted him, both 
what counſel Ahithophel had given againſt him, and 
Huſhai's advice, that he ſhould paſs quickly over the 
river. Whereupon David, drawing out his men, haſted 
away to Jordan ; and by the of day next morn- 
ing, he, and all the people that were with him, were 
got to the other ſide of the river. 

Then marching on to Mahanaim (a city in the tribe 
of Gad, built in the place where Jacob was met by 
the angels of God in his return from his father Laban, 
Gen. xxxil. 1, 2.) he there made a ſtand. And while 
he ſtaid there, Shobi, the fon of Nahaſh of Rabbah, 
of the children of Ammon (who pro was a tri- 
butary prince to David, ſince his ſubduing the Am- 
monites, 2 Sam. xit. 26.) and Machir (the fon of 
Ammiel of Lodebar) brother-in-law to king David, 
i (as is ſuppoſed) this Ammiel be the fame that was 
father to Bathſheba, David's wife, 1 Chron. iii. 5.) 
and Barzillai, the Gileadite of Rogelim, brought in 
proviſions of ſeveral forts, to refreſh the king and his 
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that were with him, — gy "on 
thirſty, as well as weary. | 
But it was not long before Abſalom, raiſed 
_ gant cy; re 
all the men of Iſrael with him, and 

pitched in _— —_ Gilead. And becauſe Joab was 
gone along wi ng David, Abſalom made Amaſa 
Eran of ks hoſt ina of Joab, to whom he was 
For Amaſa was the fon of one Ithra 
(called alſo Jether, an Iſhmaelite by nation, 1 Chron. 
11. 17. but an lfraclite by profeſſion of religion) who 
2 Abigail, fiſter of Zerviah, Joab's 
ning Lee 


come over Jordan againſt him, and that there was no 
— but that it muſt come to a pitched battle 
between them, he numbered the people that were with 
him *; and captains of thoufands, and of hun- 
| ever them, he divided them ino three battali- 
ons. Of theſe he gave to Joab the command of one ; 


to Abiſhai, Joab's brother, the command of another ; 
and to Ittai the Gittite the command of the third; 
intending to go with them himſelf alſo. 

But the people would not fuffer that. © For, faid 
they, if we be put to flight, they will not care for us; 
neither will they regard it, if half of us be ſlain: for 
they had rather deſtroy thee, than ten thouſand of us. 
Therefore it is better that thou ſtay, and relieve us out 
of the city.” 

The king willing, at that time eſpecially, to pleaſe 
his people, and not very earneſt to engage in 

on his fon, anſwered, © He would do what 
they thought beſt.” Then ſtanding by the gate as the 
people went out by hundreds, and by thouſands, he 
gave a great charge to his three generals, and all the 
captains, in the hearing of the people, that for his 
ſake they ſhould deal gently with the young man 
Abſalom. _ 1 
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through his heart while he was yet alive 
r 
s armour, compaſſing about, 
him and flew him. . 
This done, Joab immediately, to prevent any fur- 
effuſion of blood, ſounded a retreat. Whereupon 


= ſuch the burial, ſuch the monumen 
of this ambitious prince, and rebellious ſon; who, in 
his life- time, conſidering that he had no fon living 
(though he had had three, 2 Sam. xiv. 27.) to keep 
his name in remembrance, had reared up for himſelf 
a pillar, in a place called “ The king's dale,” not far 
from Jeruſalem, and had called that pillar after his 


ory to king 
David ; and therefore defired Joab to let him run and 
bear the king tidings, how that the Lord had avenged 
him of his enemies. But Joab, out of a kind reſpect 
to the young man, becauſe he knew the news would 
not be welcome to David, put him by, with telling 
him he ſhould bear tidings another time when occa- 
ſion might offer; but at that time he was not willing 
to employ him, becauſe the king's fon was dead. 
Then turning to Cuſhi, an Ethiopian, but ſervant 


to David, he bid him, © Go, tell the king what he 


had ſeen.” Whereupon Cuſhi, bowing himſelf to 
Joab, ſet forward. 

Ahimaaz, ſtill deſirous to go on the errand, intreat- 
ed Joab to let him run alſo, though it were after 
Cuſhi. Wherefore, ſaid Joab, wouldeſt thou run, 
my fon, ſeeing thou haſt no acc le tidings? Yer 
upon his preſſing him the third time, Joab gave Ahi- 
maaz leave to go, who, taking the way by the plain, 
out-ran Cuſhi, and got in before him, 

Vol. II. E Mean 
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Mean while David fat between the two gates of the 
city Mahanaim, in a doubtful ion of the event 
of this battle. 3 being 18 
over the upon wall, notice aw 
a man — running alove. If be be alone, ſaid 
the king, he brings tidings.” 

411 the watchman cried out that he 
ſaw another man coming, running alſo alone. Him 
likewiſe the king concl to be a bringer of tidings. 
And underſtanding by the watchman, that the foremoſt 
of them did run like Ahimaaz, the ſon of Zadok, the 
king ſaid, He is a good man, and cometh with 

tidings.” 

As ſoon as Ahimaaz came within call, he faid aloud 
to the king, All is well.” Then drawing nearer, 
he fell down to the earth upon his face before the king, 
and ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, which hath 
delivered up the men that lifted up their hand againſt 
my lord the king.” This was news in general. 
But, faid the king, Is the young man Abſalom ſafe ?” 
Ahimaaz, not willing to be the meſſenger of that ill 
part of the news, told the king, That when Joab 
ſent Cuſhi and him away, he ſaw a great tumult, but 
he knew not what the particular occaſion was.” 

Preſently upon this came Cuſhi in, crying, „Ti- 
dings, my lord the king : for the Lord hath avenged 
thee this day of all them that roſe up againſt thee.” 
But, faid the king to him alſo, Is the young man 
-Abfalom fafe ?” The enemies, anſwered Cuſhi, of 
my lord the king, and all they that rife up to do thee 
hurt, be as that young man is.” 

Taat word was enough ; the king underſtood it : 
and being greatly moved for the death of his ſon, he 

went up to the chamber over the gate to weep ; and 
as he went, he vented his grief in this mournful ex- 
clamation, O my fon Abſalom, my fon, my ſon 
Abſalom, would God I had died for thee, O Abfalom, 
my fon, my fon!” Wherein, it is probable, not only 
paternal affection movgd, but the ſenſe of his ſon's 

rebellious 


 ſhew their forwardneſs to bring him back, 

Sony eng oy how yer 
one to another, king hath 

our of the hand of our ente and 


ofthe lead becenſe of Abfitem. But 
whom we anointed over us, is dead in TS 


wards their king ſoon came to the king's ear; which 
as it could not chooſe but pleaſe him, fo he was not a 
little troubled at the backwardneſs of the men of Ju- 
dah ; from whom, as being his own tribe and family, 


he expected more regard. Wherefore, to ſtir them 

up, he ſent to Zadok and Abiathar the prieſts, willing 
them to ſpeak unto the elders of Judah, as from him; 
and ſay unto them, Why are ye the laſt to bring the 
king back to his houſe ? For the ſpeech of all 
come to the king about it, before ye _ 
it; although ye are my brethren, my 
fleſh : what is the matter that ye are ſo backward 
bring home the king? | 

And to ſweeten Amaſa, who had Abſalom's 

general, rr him in mind of his 
near relation to him, as being his ſiſter's ſon, 
his bone, and of his fleſh ; but 22 
to give him aſſurance from him, that he would make 
him captain of his hoſt in the room of Joab. 

For though David concealed, as well as he could, 
his reſentment; yet Joab had much loſt his — : 
for he had divers times not a little diſpleaſed him; 
in the murder of Abner m— | in his killing Abſa- 
lom now, con to the command, 
and in his late over-bold of the king. But this 
not being a time for the king to expreſs his diſpleaſure 

in, 
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in, he carried himſelf very obligingly to all his people: 
by which means he bowed th hear of al _ 
udah, unanimouſly petitioned to re- 
— with all his ſervants; and came to meet him at 
Gilgal, to conduct him over Jordan. 

With theſe came Shimei the fon of Gera, the Benja- 
mite of Bahurim, who had ſo railed at and curſed 
David as he fled; who ſeeing the tide now turned, 
Abſalom dead, his party routed, and king David re- 
turning in peace and in tri made haſte with the 
foremoſt to come down to meet the king, and to beg 
his pardon, having a thouſand men of Benjamin with 
him, perhaps to intercede for him. 

As ſoon, therefore, as the king was come over Jor- 
dang Shin fell down before him, and ſaid, · Let not 
lord im 


y day 

my AA 1 1 that the king 
ſhould take it to heart: for thy ſervant doth know that 
I have ſinned. Therefore, behold, I am come down 
INK to meet 
my lord the king.“ Where, by [the of Joſeph} 
is underſtood the three tribes of E „Manaſſeh, 
and Benjamin,» which made up the third rank in their 
military marchings, and in which Ephraim, Joſeph's 
ſon, had the firſt 33 Numb. ii. 18 to 25. 

Abiſhai, Joab's brother and the king's nephew (who 
being preſent when this man reviled the king, would 
8 ſtruck off his head then, 2 8 xvi. 9.) was 
hi offended with Shimei ; and fearing 
= lenity ſhould be t to t him 
his pon this ſubmiſſion, int „ faying, 
e Shall not mei be put to death for this, becauſe 
he curſed the Lord's anointed ?”” | 

But David, eying the juſt hand of God in what had 
befallen him, and reſolving to re-ingratiate himſelf 
with his people by actz of * gave Abiſhai 
this ſharp rebuke ; 5 What have I to do with you, ye 
ſons of Zeruiah, that ye ſhould this day be adverſaries 
unto me? Shall there any man be put to death this 
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vant unto my lord the king. But my lord the king is 
as an angel of God to diſcern my innocency (and 
ſervant's treachery) : do therefore what thou ſeeſt 

For all my RENEr'S REweng were Tit dead men 
law) before my lord the a- 
ſervant them that eat at thine own table: 
what right, therefore, of yer ic of ih ihe es 


the king ? 
As David had too hearkened to Ziba 
accuſed his maſter, and over-haſtily 


when he fal 
condemning iboſheth unheard, all his eftate 


fl 
Mephi gave 

to his —41— Ziba; ſo now, though he ad- 
mitted of Mephiboſheth's excuſe, and feemed well 


ſatisfied of his innocency, yet he did him right but 
by halves. Why ſpeakeſt thou, ſaid he, any more 
of thy matters ? I have faid thou and Ziba divide the 
land.” Thus made he Ziba with his maſter, 
and rewarded the falſe fervant with half the eftate of 
his innocent maſter, who, for falſly ac 


ter, deſerved rather — t. 


— he was a rel 
won, bo th . TI 


the king, in grateful remembrance of his good ſervices, 

invited him to go with him to Jeruſalem, and 

ſpend the remainder of his days with him there, that 

he might have opportunity to requite his kjndnets, 
— excu 1 = his great age, plea- 

ſantly y anſwered NI 

live, that I ſhou 

I am this day 242 


derten goed and ern "Can thy fervant taſte wr 
E 4 cat, 
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eat, or what I drink? Can I hear any more the voice 
women ? Wherefore 
my lord the 
ul go _ y 
the king recompence 

cg: br why Re Let thy ſervant, I 


HER TRE indeed, was ſo : but 
the king was no nearer of kin to them than to all the 
reſt of his faithful 5 Wherefore then, ſaid 
the men of Judah, be ye an for this matter ? 
Have we eaten at all at the king's coſt? Or hath he 
ven us any gh ?” As much as to ſay, we did it not 
2 ſelf-intereſt, or to get get preferment at court; but 
out of affection and duty. 


But, replied the men of Iſrael, we being ten 


that we have more right in David than ye. 


why 
did ye deſpiſe us, that our advice mm 


: every man to his tents, O Ifrael !” 
Upon this, thoſe malecontents of Iſrael deſerted 


Abſalom had defiled, chap. xvi. 22.) and putting them 
in ward, maintained them there, not uſing them any 
more as concubines; but condemning them to perpe- 
tual widowhood, kept them ſhut up to the day of their. 
death. 

Then calling for his Amaſa (whom he had 
made captain of his forces, chap. xix. 13.) he com- 
manded him to muſter the men of Judah, and bring 
them to him within three days. Amaſa forthwith went 
about it; but tarrying longer than the time allowed 
him, David, who knew the danger of delay, ſaid to 
Abiſhai, Now will Sheba, the ſon of Bichri, do us 
more harm than did Abſalom. Therefore, take thou, 
ſaid he to Abiſhaj, thy lord's ſervants, and purſue 
after Sheba ; left he get him fenced cities, and eſcape 


us 


Abiſhai thereupon taking to him his brother Joab's 
men, with all the Cherethites and the Pelethites, and 


* z Sam. x A. M. 2966. 
| all 
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all igh 

in purſuit 

to the 

ted the 


- 


P 
4. 
N 
K 


it naked in his hand; which Amala, 
ing any treachery or hurt, did not heed. 
a, whom, for the loſs of his 
he a pique at, he familiarly faluted him, 
him how he did ; and taking him by the beard 
hi is ſword into him, ſo that his 

„ and with that one 


p 


0 


J 
2 
a 
4 


Fi 
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lowing in his blood in the midſt 
came on thither, 


He, having run 
gathered together the Berites, who were of his own 
tribe, the tribe of Benjamin; and finding himſelf 
ued, got into Abel (a city in the tribe of Ma- 
„ called, for diſtinction fake, Abel-Beth-Maachah, 
Houſe of Maachah, from Maachah the wife of 
Machir the father of Gilead, 1 Chron. vii. 15.) 
Thither Joab and Abiſhai, with their men, purſued 
i there beſieged him; and caſting up a bank 
inft the city, they battered the wall to throw it 


ean while, a wife woman among the beſieged cal- 
to the beſiegers from the wall of the city, defired 
to intreat Joab to come near, that ſhe might 
to him : when he came, ſhe handſomely put him 
in mind, that by a long preſcription of time, 1 
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ren 
10. to a of peace before made 
war. But that, X x her fellow- citizens 
= of a. 2 peaceable and loyal ſubjects 
to the of Iirael ; yet he, forgetting this cuſtom 
_—_ law, ht to deſtroy them, without giving them 
i ſhe aſked him, Wherefore 
N- H Ir. 
Joab, ſtartled at this, anſwered, Far it be from 
me, that I ſhould fwallow up or deſtroy. No, no: 
the matter is not ſo intended. But a man of mount 
E Sheba, N 3 by name, hath 
en arms againſt the even againſt David. 
Deliver kim only, faid Joab, and I will depart from 
the ci 
. ce Tf that be all, his head ſhall 
be thrown to thee over the wall.” = 
e, in her 


Joab. Whereupon Joab LEG raifed his fiege ; 
— a retreat, returned to the king at Jeru- 
em. 

And now that theſe two rebellions were quelled, 
and the ſtate reſtored to quietneſs again, the court was 
new modelled, and the chief miniſters and officers 
were ſettled anew. For Joab having (though treache- 
rouſly) removed his competitor Amaſa, obtained the 
captain-generalſhip over all the hoſt of Iſrael ; Bena- 
jah, the fon of Jehotadah, as captain of the 
was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; Adoram 
was treaſurer; Jehoſhaphat, the fon of Ahilud, was 
recorder; Sheva was of ſtate ; Zadok and 
Abiathar were the prieſts ; and one Ira, a Jarite, was 
in principal favour with the king. 

David had allo a royal army, confiſting of three 
hundred thouſand men, who being divided, according 
to the number of the months in the year, into twelve 
brigades or bands, each conſiſting of four and twenty 
thouſand men, beſides officers, were fo diſpoſed, that 

in 
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in times of peace each band, according to their ſettled 
courſes, was a month upon duty, and then was relieved 
by the next, till every band, taking its turn, had ſerved 
a month in the year. Bur, in time of war, they were 
all in a readineſs to be drawn forth, as occaſion might 
uire. 
Of their order and courſe of ſerving, with the names 
of the principal commanders, account is gi in 
x Chron. xxvii. whither I refer the reader. Theve allo 
the names of the chief rulers of the ſeveral tri 
of the king's E and officers 
down. 
_ 


er 
q — ＋ affairs, he of * arly ſet was a 
likewiſe the names S ipal capt 
| renowned warriors ; 16 principal c hes of ſome 
their moſt memorable exploits, recorded in 
XXiii. and 1 Chron. xi. whather alſo I direct the 
that I may ſpare the tranſcribing hither all the inſtances 
there given. Yet one being very extraordinary for 
affectionate loyalty, as well as adventurous valour, on 
the one hand, princely piety on the other, 1 wil- 
lingly inſert here ; which was thus. 
While David had war wich the Philiſtines, their hoſt 
encamping in the valley of Rephaim, betwixt him and 
Bethl where alſo they had a iſon, David, 
being then in an hold at the cave Adullam, longed 
for water out of the well that was by the gate of Beth- 
lehem, and ſaid, O that one would give me of that 
water to drink “ Which wiſh of his three of his 
chief captains hearing, they brake through the hoſt of 
the Philiſtines, and drawing water out of the well of 
Bethlehem, brought it to David. But when David 
had it, he would not drink of it ; but it out 
unto the Lord, he ſaid, « Far be it from me, O Lord! 
that I ſhould do this : ſhall I drink the blood of theſe 
men that have put their lives in j y ?”* For with 
the hazard of their lives they brought it, 2 Sam. xxiii, 
Is, 1. 37. 
1 4 not long after this, before another, and that 
more general, 5 befel Ifrael : for there aroſe a 
famine, which held three years ſucceſſiyely. The long 
continuance 
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continuance of this famine made David take i 
divine ern 
reaſon it was ſent, the Lord anſwered, That 


rinces of IIrael, though they other 
iſned the Gibeovir ires for deceiving them, yet 
the violably, and would not fuffer 
the Iſraelites — them. Neither was this 
violated during the times of the judges that ſucceeded 
Joſhua, for more than three hundred years, till Saul's 
time, who, it ſeems, in his zeal for the children of 
Ifrael and Judah, flew the poor Gibeonites : though 
when, where, how, or why, this flaughter was com- 
mitted, is not particularly ſet down in Scripture, fo 
far as I obſerve. Neither was this a general flaughter, 
or total extirpation of them : for David had recourſe 
hereupon to the Gibeonites, to offer them ſatisſaction; 
which ſhews they remained a people. But Saul, by 
killing ſome of them, had broken the league, and 
violated the oath of God : for which divine vengeance 
Iſrael in a general calamity. For even 
ſuffer for the fins which kings, 
in their kingly capacity, commit. Thus forty years 
after Manaſſeh was dead, Judah ſuffered under Nebu- 
chadnezzar for the fins of Manaſſeh their king, 2 Kings 
XXIV. 3. 
—3. David underſtood that this famine was 
ſent for the ſake of thoſe Gibeonites whom Saul had 
lain, he aſked the chief of the Gibeonites*, <* What 


» 2 Sam. xx, 


was come 


kingdoms 


he 
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he ſhould do for them ? And wherewith he ſhould 
make the atonement, that they might bleſs the in- 
heritance of the Lord ?” For the curſe, even of a 


P 
having little choice, he took Armoni and another Me- 
b. conc two ſons of Saul, which he had by Rizpah 
concubine ; and with them the 


the mother of 


o_ 6 
cloth and 


ſpread 1 
—.— oor of heaven; wh 
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2288 famine, when he was 
: for the Philiſtines, who of all 


moſt reſtleſs and unwearied, provoked him to battle. 
David therefore drawing forth his forces, joined 
battle with them ; and the fight continuing 
David waxed faint. Which being obſerved by Iſhbi- 
benob (who was one of the ſons of the giant, and 
brother to Goliath, whom David in ſingle combat had 
flain; a man of that extraordinary ftrength, that the 
head of his ſpear weighed three hundred ſhekels of 
braſs) ; he, being girded with a new fword, preſſed 
upon David to have flain him. But Abiſhai, fon 
of Zeruiah, David's nephew, interpoſing, fuccoured 
David, and flew the Philiſtine. 
David's men obſerving this, were ſo ſenſible of the 
danger the king had been in, that they reſolved not to 
run the like hazard again. And, therefore, in their 
affectionate zeal for his ſafety, they plainly told him, 
binding it with an oath, that he ſhould go no more to 
battle with them; leſt (as they expreſſed their loyal 
affection by an high metaphor) he ſhould quench the 
light of Iſrael. W they intended to ſet forth 
what confuſion and diforder they ſhould be left in, 
r in caſe he ſhould be ſlain in 


1 
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The loſs of this giant did not ſo diſcourage the 
Philiſtines, but that they prepared for battle again; 
and at a place called Gob, or Gezer, where Sibbichai 
the Huſhathite (who was one of David's mighty men, 
captain of the eighth diviſion or band for eighth 
month, having four and twenty thouſand men under 
his command, 1 Chron. xxvil. 11.) flew Saph, or 
Sippai, who was of the ſons of the giant: whereby 
the Philiſtines were at that time beaten alſo, 1 Chron. 
XX. 4. 

But they quickly rallied, and offered battle again in 
the ſame place. And then Elhanan a Bethlehemite, 
another of David's worthies, flew Lahmi, the brother 
of Goliath the Gittite, a man of that exceeding ſtature 
and h, that the ſtaff of his ſpear alſo was (as 
his brother's had been) like a weaver's beam. 

Yet were not the Philiſtines fo ſubdued, but that a 
while after they joined battle again in Gath, having 
in their army another of the giant's ſons, who was 
not only a man of great ſtature, but was monſtrous 
in his limbs or members ; for he had on each hand fix 
fingers, and on each foot ſix toes. But when he de- 
fied Iſrael, a of David's, whoſe name was Jona- 
than (the ſon of Shimea, David's brother) flew him. 

Thus fell theſe four. mighty men for ſtature and 
ſtrength, who were born to the giant in Gath; by 
whoſe fall the Philiſtines probably were ſo weakened 
or diſmayed, that we hear of no more action from 
them during the remainder of David's reign. 

And now upon this deliverance, not only of his 
prove Hon Wo fave Grains By Ga Lau fn, but of his 
ingdom alſo from all hoſtilities, both civil and fo- 
reign, David, in a thankful ſenſe of the goodneſs and 
favour of God to him, in freeing him at length from 
all his enemies, as he had done from Saul long before 
ſpake (or ſang) unto the Lord that excellent 
com of acknowledgments, thankſgivin 
praiſes, which is delivered in 2 Sam. XXII. 
the eighteenth pſalm. 
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But David's treubles were not yet over; for the 
of the Lord was again kindled againſt Iſrael 
through David's means *, and that brought great trou- 
ble to David. The occaſion was this. 
Though David was grown old, and the Lord had 
given him reſt from all his enemies; yet the reſtleſs 
enemy to goodneſs, and to all good men, ſtirred up 
in David a vain curiofity to know the ſtrength of his 
kingdom ; and in order thereunto moved and provoked 
him to number Ifracl. Hereupon David commanded 
the general of his forces, and the other captains of his 
hoſt, to go through all the tribes of Iſrael, from Dan 
even to Beerſheba (that is, from one end of the land 
to the other) and number the people ; giving no other 
reaſon for it, but that he might know the number of 
them. 
The ſnare which David did not fee, Joab did; and 
would have diverted the king from it. To which end, 
in a more modeſt and humble ſtrain than was uſual 


12 he expoſtulated the matter with the king 
thus 


a The Lord thy God make the people, how many 
ſoever they be, an hundred times ſo many more as 
they be, and that the eyes of my lord the king may 
ſee it: but ſince they are all (whether 4 * or _ 
my lord the ki — 9 why doth my uire 
this thing ? oo goody tp 
Ifrael ?” 

But notwithſtanding all that Joab and the reſt of 
the captains of the hoſt inſt it, the king was 
reſolutely bent to have it done; and his word prevail- 
ed them all. 2 it therefore they went, 
though unwillingly ; having ſpent nine months 
CT EET from end to 
end, and fide to fide, they returned to Jeruſalem, and 
Joab gave up the ſum of the number of the people to 


12 Sam. xxiv. 1 Chron. i. A. M. 2987. 
Vol. II. . But 
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But the account is differently related. For in 2 Sam, 


xiv. 9. the ſum given in, is eight hundred thouſand 
valiant men that drew the ſword in Iſrael, and five 
hundred thouſand in Judah. Whereas in 1 Chron. 
Xi. 5. the ſum given in for Iſrael, is eleven hundred 
and, and for Judah but four hundred threeſcore 
and ten thouſand : fo that this latter account has three 
hundred thouſand more than the former in Iſrael, and 
thirty thouſand leſs than the former in Judah. But it 
may be conſidered, that Joab, through a diſlike of the 
work, gave over numbering, and left it unfiniſhed, 
x Chron. xxi. 6. and xxvn. 24. which might occaſion 
the different accounts, brought in by ſome more fully, 
by others more ſparingly. 

No ſooner was the account given in, but David was 
ſenſible of his error. He needed not now, as in the 
caſe of Uriah and 
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the ſum raiſed thereby 


_ er ara: 


talents, and a thouſand ſeven hundred threeſcore and 
fifteen ſhekels of the ſanctuary; . 
talent at three hundred and ſeventy- five 
ae 
have not miſtaken in the reduction) 1 — 
thouſand ſeven hundred twenty-one pounds ſeventeen 
ſhillings and ſixpence. Yet others, I know, are of 
opinion, that this capitation or poll-tax was not to 
be raiſed upon every numbering of the people. 

But wherein ſoever the weight of David's fin in this 
caſe lay, the puniſhment was left to his own choice. 
For in the morning, by that time David was up, the 
Lord fent his prophet Gad, David's ſeer, to ſay unto 
bim, „ Thus faith the Lord, I offer thee three things; 
chuſe thee one of them, that I may do it unto thee (or 
bring it upon thee) ; that is, either three years famine 
(fo we read in 1 Chron. xxi. 12. though in 2 Sam. 
XXIV. 13. it is ſeven years; which ſome think to be 
three years more added to the three years famine laſt 
pait, which, with the fourth year then running, would 
make ſeven ; which yet would be but three years of 
new puniſhment) : or three months to be deſtroyed 
before thy foes, while the fword of thine enemies over- 
dh Boe: or elſe three days the ſword of the Lord, 
even the peſtilence in the land; and the angel of the 
Lord deſtroying t all the coaſts of Iſrael. 
Now, therefore, ſaid the , adviſe and conſider 
well what anſwer I ſhall return to him that ſeat me.” 

Here the gradation is by years, months, and days. 
Three years famine. Three months for the ſword to 
devour. Three days for the peſtilence to rage. Which 
ſhews, that three days of ence is equivalent to 
three months of havock by the fword ; and three 
at K equal to 
three years famine. 

T to chuſe was a favour, yet the choice was 
hard: which made David ſay to the prophet, I am in 
a great ſtrait. Vet having duly weighed all, he con- 

F 2 cluded 
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cluded, Let us fall into the hand of the Lord (for 
his mercies are great and many) : but let us not fall 
into the hand of man.” By which he choſe the peſti- 
lence ; which is here called the Sword of the Lord; 
and wherein the hand of God is more immediately 
ſeen, than in war or famine ; wherein man may have 
a hand, eſpecially in war. 

The choice thus made, the Lord accordingly ſent a 
peſtilence upon Iſrael, which laſted three days; and 
within that time there died of the people ſeventy 
thouſand men. 

Thus God ſuited the puniſhment to the fin (though 
not to the perſon finning) ; leſſening the number of 
them in whoſe number he would have gloried, yet 
to the people. Which may ſtand for another inſtance, 
that the ſubjects ſometimes ſmart for the fins which 
their rulers, in their ruling capacity, commit. 

By this time the deſtroying angel, having ſcattered 
the plague throughout the land, was come to Jeruſa- 
lem, and had ſtretched forth his devouring fword over 
the city; which David, and the elders of Iſrael who 
were with him, clothed in ſackcloth, perceiving, they 
fell their faces; and David, humbly addreſſing 
himſelf unto God, ſaid, Is it not I that commanded 
the people to be numbered? Even I it is that have 
finned, and done evil indeed. Burt as for theſe ſheep, 
what have they done ? thee, O 


J 
Th 


4 
: 


: 


3 
BZ 


Part INI. SACRED HISTORY. 69 


an altar to the Lord, in the threſhing-floor of 
Gram the dats.” 


Dayid made no delay, And as he was going, Arau- 
nah, ſeeing the king and his ſervants coming on towards 
him, went out to meet them; and bowing himſelf 
before the king, with his face towards the ground, 
| aſked, © Wherefore is my lord the king come to his 
ſervant ?” © To buy the threſhing-flpor of thee, an- 
ſwered David, to build an altar therein to the Lord, 
that the plague may be ſtayed from the 
te Take it to thee, ſaid Araunah, and let my | he 
king do as he pleaſes with it: lo, I give thee, added 
he, the oxen alſo for burnt-offerings, — the threſhing 
inſtruments for wood, and the wheat ſor the meat- 
offering; I give it all.” « Nay, replied David, but 
I will verily buy it for the full price: for I will not 
take that which is thine for the Lord; nor offer burnt- 
offerings unto the Lord my God of that which coſt 
me nothing.” Then coming to a price, David gave 
Araunah for the threſhing-floor and the oxen fifty 
ſhekels of filver. So we read it in Samuel; which, if 
ſhekels of the ſanctuary, makes fix pounds and five 
ſhillings : if common ſhekels, but half that money. 
But in Chronicles, it is fix hundred ſhekels of gold by 
weight ; which, valuing each ſhekel at fifteen illings, 
comes to four hundred and fifty pounds, The differ- 
ence is great. But to help it, ſome think the fifty 
ſhekels of ſilver, in Samuel, were for the oxen only, 
the price of the land being there omitted : and the fix 
hundred ſhekels of gold, in Chronicles, for land and 
oxen altogether. But the price ſeems extreme on the 
one hand or the other. 

If any, unacquainted with the huſbandry of thoſe 
times, ſhould inquire what relation the oxen had to 
the threſhing-floor, that they were at it, and were fold 
with it, it may not be amiſs, for the information of 
fuch, to obſerve here, that the ancients uſed oxen for 
the treading or threſhing out their grain; and ſome- 
times with the oxen drew a wheel over the corn upon 
the floor, whereby the grain was beaten out, The 


ute 
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uſe of the oxen in this work in the Moſaick 
law, which commanded, that they ſhould not muzzle 
the ox when he trod (or, as in the margin, threſhed) 
out the corn, Deut. xxv. 4. which the apoſtle repeats 
to another purpoſe, 1 Cor. ix. 9. And that they uſed 
ro out their corn ing a wheel about 

it, the prophet Ifaiah teaches, Ia. xxviu. 27. where 


upon the grain. 
dy ſome to be alluded to in Prov. xx. 


The End of the ſecond Beck of Samvuzr. 
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INCLUDING THE FIRST TWENTY CHAPTERS 
OF THE SECOND BOOK OF THE 


CHRONICLE S; 


And containing an Hiſtory of 118 Years, from 
the Beginning of the Reign of King Solomon, 
over both Iſrael and Judah, to the End of the 5 
Reigns of Ahab King of Iſrael, and of Jeho- 1 
ſhaphat King of Judah. 1 


ING David was now grown old; fo that, 
although they covered him with clothes, yet 
he wanted 5 Wherefore ſome of his Er- 
vants propoſed that a young virgin ſhould be * 

to wait on the king, that ſhe might cheriſh 
keep him warm, This being — of, they ſought 
* all the coaſts of Iſracl, and at length pitched 
upon a fair damſel, whoſe name was Abiſhag, called a 
- Shunamite, from the place where ſhe lived, which was 
Shunem, a town in the tribe of Iſſachar, Joſh. xix. 18. 
and having brought her to the king, ſhe miniſtered to 
him, and cheriſhed him, 


© x Kings i. A. M. 2989, 
F 4 The 
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The king's eldeſt fon now living was Adonijah, a 
very goodly man, and one whom king his father 
had been ſo indulgent to, that he had not difpleaſed 
him at any time, ſo much as by ſaying in any caſe, 
why haſt thou done ſo? He, an ambitious prince, 
conſidering now his father's age and weakneſs, and 
thinking he lived too long to keep him from the throne, 
exalted himſelf, and ſaid, I will be king.” And 
having (as his brother Abſalom had done) prepared 
himſelf chariots and horſemen, and fiſty men to run 
before him, he conferred with Joab his father's general, 
and with Abiathar the prieſt, who joining with him, 
and encouraging him, he made a feaſt, to which 
he invited all his brethren, the king's ſons (except 
Solomon) and the men of Judah, the king's ſervants 
(except Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, captain of 
the king's guards, and the mighty men, whom he did 
not call to his feaſt). The defign was, that when 
they had feaſted well, and made the people merry, 
they ſhould proclaim Adonijah king. | 

Of this conſpiracy the prophet Nathan having got 
knowledge, ed to queen Bathſheba, the mother of 
Solomon, and ſaid to her, Haſt thou not heard that 
Adonijah the fan of Haggith doth reign, and David 
our lord knows nothing of it? Now therefore come, 
I pray thee, ſaid he, and let me give thee counſel ; 
that thou mayeſt fave thine own life, and the life of thy 
fon Solomon.” | 

She liſtening to him, Go get thee, ſaid he, unto 
king David, and fay unto him, Didſt not thou, my 
lord, O king, fwear unto thine handmaid, ſaying, 
Aſſuredly, Solomon thy fon ſhall reign after me, and 
he ſhall fit upon my throne ? Why then doth Adonijah 
reign ? And, added he, while thou art yet talking with 
the king, I alſo will come in after thee, and confirm 


thy words.” 

thus inftruted, went into the king's 
chamber, and bowing did obeifance to the king, who 
aſked her, What ſhe would have? Whereupon 
„ 
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God unto thine handmaid, That Solomon thy fon 
ſhould affuredly reign after me, and fit upon my 
throne. And yet now Adonyah reigneth ; and thou, 
my lord the king, knoweſt it not. And he hath flain 
oxen, and fat cattle, and ſheep in abundance; and 
hath invited all the reſt of the king's ſons, with Abia- 
thar the prieſt, and Joab the captain of the hoſt : but 
Solomon thy ſervant hath he not called. And thou, 
my lord, O king! the eyes of all Iſrael are upon thee, 
expecting thou ſhouldeſt tell them who ſhall ſit on the 
throne of my lord the king after him : otherwiſe it 
may come to paſs, that when my lord the king ſhall 
ſleep with his fathers, I and my fon Solomon ſhall be 
accounted offenders.” 

While ſhe yet talked with the king, Nathan the 
prophet came in alſo (upon which, it ſeems, Bathſheba 
withdrew ; for when they had ſpoken ſhe was called in 
again, 1 Kings 1. 28.) And when they had tald the 
king that the prophet was there, he was brought before 
him, having bowed himſelf with his face towards the 
ground, he ſaid, My lord, O king! haſt thou faid 
Adonyah ſhall reign after me, and he ſhall fit upon 
my throne ? For he 1s gone down this day, and hath 
ſlain oxen, and far cattle, and ſheep in abundance ; 
and hath called all the king's ſons, and the captains of 
the hoſt, and Abiathar the prieſt: and behold they eat 
and drink before him, and fay, God fave king Adoni- 
jah ! But me, even me thy ſervant (faid he, not 
fticking to put himſelf and others alſo before the 
prince) and Zadok the prieſt, and Benaiah the fon of 
Jehoiada, and thy ſervant Solomon, hath he not called. 
Is this thing done by my lord the king, and thou haſt 
not ſhewed unto thy ſervant who ſhould 'fit on the 
throne of my lord the king after him ?” Y 

Upon this king David ſaid, Call me Bathſheba !” 
who coming in, and ſtanding before the king, he fware 
and faid unto her, „As the Lord liveth, who hath 
redeemed my ſoul out of all diſtreſs, even as I fware 
unto thee formerly, by the Lord God of Ifrael, ſaying, 
Aſſuredly, Solomon thy fon ſhall reign after me, _ 
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he ſhall fit upon my throne in my ſtead, even fo will 
I certainly do this day.” 

At that word Bathſheba, bowing with her face toward 
the earth, did reverence to the king, and ſaid, Let 
ben ff the —4 9 Zadok the 

Then ſaid ing, Call me jeſt, 

Ee 
it ſeems, withdrew when 
time 


and Nathan the and Benaiah the 
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Pelethites; and cauſing 
king his father's mule, 

the taberna- 


of oil out 
they blew the 


727 


his gueſts, who were at 
brook Gihon, had 


his party being ready to 
roclaim 


juſt finiſhed their feaſt. 
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proclaim him king, they were ſurpriſed and ſtartled 
with the ſound of the trumpet, the ſhouts of the 
people that attended on Solomon. And while Joab 
was muſing what that noiſe meant, as if the city was 
in an uproar, in « . ved wy the fon of Abiathar 
the prieſt, amongſt ; whom when Adonijah ſaw, 
he ſaid, Come in, for thou art a valiant man, and 
bringeſt tidings.” | 

But when Adonijah had heard the tidings which 
onathan now brought, he did not think them 
or Jonathan told him, « Verity our 
hath made Solomon king. For the ki 
with him Zadok the prieſt, and Nathan 
and Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada, with the Cherethit 
and the Pelethites his s, and they have 
him to nde upon the king's mule; and Zad 

ieſt, and Nathan the prophet, have anoint 
Line in Obes, and Oy oe cutie wp Bom | 
rejoicing, ſo that the city rang again; and this is 
noiſe which ye have heard. And now, added 
Solomon fits on the throne of the kingdom ; and 
king's ſervants coming to bleſs our lord the 
ſaid, God make the name of Solomon better than 
name, and his throne greater than thy throne. 
upon the king, bowing himſelf in reverence to 
as he lay upon his bed, ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord God 
of Iſrael, who hath given me a ſucceſſor to fit on 
my throne this day, even while I myſelf am alive to 
ſee it.“ : 

At this relation all the gueſts that were with Ado- 
nijah were fo terrified, that they roſe up in a fright, 
and fled every man to ſhift for himſelf. | 

As for Adonijah himſelf, he ran for fear of Solomon, 
and caught hold of the horns of the altar, as a place 
of refuge for offenders, till he could have aſſurance 
from Solomon, that he would not put him to death. 
Which when Solomon heard of, he ſaid, If he will 
ſhew himſelf a worthy man, there ſhall not an hair of 
his head fall to the earth (he ſhall ſuffer nothing): 
but if hereafter wickedneſs ſhall be found in him (if 
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he ſhall again attempt any thing _ me) he ſhall 

die.” So king Solomon fendin kind meſſage to 

him, they brought Adonijah from the altar to the 

king : and he — himſelf to king Solomon, in token 

bk of thankfulneſs and ſubjection, and to acknow- 

ledge his ſovereignty over him, was diſmiſſed by the 
to go to his houſe without reſtraint. 

After this, David finding his natural ſtrength more 
and more to decay, affembled all the princes of Iſrael, 
the chief of the tribes, and the captains of the com- 
panies that atrended the king by courſe, and the cap- 
tains over the thouſands, and over the hundreds, and 
the ſtewards that were over all the ſubſtance and poſ- 
ſeſſion of the king and his ſons, with the officers, and 
all the mighty and valiant men, unto Jeruſalem; 
where being all met 2 ther attending the king's 
eaſure, king David, tho — weak, ſtood up upon his 
eet, and — kindly beſpake them *. 

« Hear me, my brethren and my people. I had in 
mine heart to build an houſe of reſt for the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord, and for the footſtool of our 
God, and I had made ready for the building : but God 
ſaid unto me, Thou ſhalt — build an houſe for my 
name. Howbeit, the Lord God of Iſrael choſe me, 
before all the houſe of my father, to be king over 
Iſrael. For he hath choſen Judah to be the ruler ; 
and of the houſe of Judah, the houſe of my father ; 
and among the ſons of my father, he liked me, to 
make me king over all Iirael. And of all my ſons 
(for the Lord hath given me many ſogs) he hath choſen 
Solomon my fon to fit upon the throne of the king- 
dom of the Lord over Iſrael. And he ſaid unto me, 
Solomon thy fon, he ſhall build my houſe and my 
courts : for 5 have choſen him to be my ſon, and J 
will be his father. Moreover, I will eftabliſh his 
kingdom for ever, if he be conſtant to do my com- 
mandments and my judgments, as at this day, Now, 
therefore, ſaid David to them that were preſent, in the 


—_ 
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fight of all Iſracl, the co tion of the Lord, and 
in the audience of our for and keep all the 
commandments of the Lord your God, that ye may 
poſſeſs this land, and leave 1 it for an inheritance 
to your chil after you for ever. 

Then turning his Grd to his ſon. © And thou, 
Solomon my fon, faid he, know thou the God of thy 
father, and — him with a perfect heart, and with a 
— mind; for the Lord ſearcheth all hearts, and 
andeth all the imaginations of the thoughts. 
＋ thou feek him, he will be found of thee: but if 
thou forſake him, he will caſt thee off for ever. Take 
heed now, therefore, for the Lord hath choſen thee 
to build an houſe for the ſanctuary : be ſtrong and do 
it. 

David then gave to Solomon his ſon the pattern of 
the porch, and of the houſes thereof, and of the trea- 
ſuries thereof, and of the up r-chambers thereof, and 
of the inner- parlours — 4 and of the place of the 
mercy- ſeat, even the pattern of all that he had by rhe 
ſpirit, viz. of the courts of the houſe of the Lord, and 
of all the chambers round about ; of the weakeries of 
the houſe of the Lord, and of the treaſuries of the 
dedicated things: alſo for the courſes of the prieſts, 
and of the Levites, and for all the work of the ſervice 
of the houſe of the Lord; and for all the veſſels of 
ſervice in the houſe of the Lord. 

Then he delivered unto him by weight the gold and 
the filver which he had long been gathering together. 
and had laid up for this ſervice; with particular di- 
rection how, and in what proportion, to apply it to 
the ſeveral uſes and parts of the work, according to 
the underſtanding God had given him 'of the pattern 
of the 2 — of the veſſels and utenſils thereof. 
again exhorting him to be ſtrong, and of 
— ad courage e he bid him Not fear, nor be 

mayed ; for the Lord God, faid he, even my God, 
will be with thee, and he will not fail thee, 3 
until thou haſt finiſhed all the work for the 


And 


and tender, and the work 
which he was to build was 


recounting to them how he had, at the pub- 
with all his might prepared materials for 


(which accounting each 
and five hundred pounds, 
amounts, if I miſcaſt them not, to thirteen millions 
five hundred thouſand pounds) and ſeven thouſand 
talents of refined filver (which, reckoning each talent 
at three hundred ſeventy-five pounds, makes two mil- 
lions fix hundred and twenty-five thouſand pounds). 
He invited the congregation to a voluntary contribu- 
tion, by ſaying, © And who then is willing to conſe- 
crate his ſervice this day unto the Lord?“ 

Upon this invitation, the chief of the fathers and 
princes of the tribes of Iſrael, and the captains of 
thouſands and of hundreds, with the rulers over the 
„offered willingly ; and gave for the ſer- 
the houſe of God, of gold five thouſand talents 
ten thouſand drachms (the five thouſand talents 


t 1 Chron. XX. 


coming 
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coming to two and twenty millions and five hundred 
thouſand pounds ; and the ten thouſand drachms, at 
fifteen ſhillings apiece, coming to feven thouſand and 
five hundred pounds: in all two and twenty millions 
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alſo rejoicing with 
ſong of praiſes and 
on . 


8 
8 


15 
25 


thou reigneſt over all: for 
might ; and in thine hand 


have we given thee. For we are 
and ſojourners, as all our fathers were: our days on 
the earth are (ſhort and tranſient) as a ſhadow ; and 
there is no (certainty of) abiding. O Lord our God ! 
all this ſtore, which we have 
houſe for thy holy name, cometh from thine hand, 
is all thine own. I know alſo, my God, that thou trieſt 
the heart, and haſt pleaſure in uprightneſs. As for 

me, 
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me, in the uprightneſs of my heart I have willingly 
offered all theſe things : and now have I ſeen with joy 
thy people, which are preſent here, to offer willingly 
unto thee. O Lord of Abraham, Ifaac, and 
Iſrael, our fathers, keep thy people ever in this mind, 
and eſtabliſh their heart unto thee! and give unto 
Solomon my ſon a perfect heart, that he may keep thy 
commandments, thy teſtimonies, and thy ſtatutes, 
and do thy will in building the palace for which I 
have made proviſion.” 

Having thus poured forth his foul in praiſes and 
prayer to God, king David faid to all the congregation, 
« Now bleſs the Lord your God.” Whereupon all 
the congregation bleſſed the Lord God of their fathers, 
and bowing their heads, worſhipped the Lord, and 
did reverence to the king. And on the next day they 
offered ſacrifices and burnt-offerings unto the Lord, 
even a thouſand bullocks, a thouſand rams, and a 
thouſand lambs, with their drink-offerings, and ſacri- 
fices in abundance for all Iſrael; and did eat and drink 
before the Lord on that day with great gladneſs. 

And in the midft of this feltivity they proclaimed 
Solomon king the ſecond time, anointing him unto 
the Lord to be the chief governor : and Zadok to be 
the chief prieſt. Then fat Solomon on the throne of 
the Lord, as king in the ſtead of David his father (or 
rather as co-rex with his father, during the little re- 
mainder of his father's life : for it does not appear that 
David reſigned his ſceptre until he reſigned his laſt 
breath). And Solomon reigned profperouſly, all Ifracl 
obeying ; and all the princes and the mighty men, 
yea, and all the ſons alſo of king David, tubmitting 
themſelves unto Solomon as their king. 

Now when king David felt death more nearly ap- 
proaching, he called his fon Solomon to him, and 
giving him his laſt charge ©, ſaid, I go the way of 
all the earth (which is 128 r 
thou ſtrong therefore, and thyſelf a man. And 


" x Kings ii. 


keep 
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keep the of the Lord thy God, to walk in his 
ways, and to keep his ſtatutes, his commandments, 
his judgments, and his teſtimonies, as it is written in 
the law of Moſes ; that thou per in all that 


probably to hi bſalom con 
expreis command, and his ſpeaking ſo bodily os kim 
aiterwards) : and what he did to the two captains of 
the hoſts (of Iſrael and of Judah) Abner and Amaſa, 
both whom he flew, and ſhed the blood of war in 
pow putting the blood of war upon his belt and in 

is ſhoes (that is, doing it as openly and daringly as 
if it had been done in war). Do thou therefore ac- 
cording to thy wiſdom, let not his hoary head go 
down to the grave in peace. But ſhew kindneſs unto 
the ſons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of 
thoſe that eat at thy table : for they furniſhed my table 
when I fled becauſe of Abſalom thy brother. 
And behold, faid he further, thou haft with thee 
Shimei the ſon of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, who 
curſed me with a grievous curſe when I went to Maha- 
naim : but he came down to meet me at Jordan (in 
my return) and I ſware to him by the Lord, ſaying, I 
will not put thee to death with the ſword. Now, 
therefore, hold him not guiltlefs ; for thou art a wiſe 
man, and knoweſt what thou oughteſt to do to him : 
but his hoary head bring thou down to the grave with 
blood.” "LAM 

If any think this direction of David's to his ſon So- 
lomon, concerning Shimei, was tod ſevere, inaſmuch 
as he had before, upon his ſubmiſſion, granted him 
his life; ſuch may do well to conſider, that Shimei's 

Vol. II. G offence 
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was two-fold ; againſt God, as well as againft 
Exod. xxii. 28. Thou 


upon Saul and his for his diſobedience 
And therefore Shimei, in railing at 


And although God was 
to ſhew his own conde- - 
— oy. n 
offence inſt him; yet he would not the 
e i 
up David to commit the puniſhment to his fon and 
ſucceſſor Solomon, and gave Solomon wiſdom fo to 

puniſhment, yet have 


When David had ended his advice to his fon, he put 
up a prayer to God for him, and brake forth withal 
into a kind of prophetick declaration of the flouriſhing 
greatneſs, proſperity, peace, and juſtice of Solomon's 
reign ; which in ſome reſpects was typical of the reign 
i kingdom of Chriſt. This takes up the place of 
the ſeventy-ſecond ptalm, and the haſt words thereof 
| ſpeak this to be the laſt prayer or pſalm that David 
made. And being now ready to yield up the ghoſt, 
he breathed out his laſt words to this effect: 

e David the fon of Jeſſe faith, even the man who 
was raiſed up on high, the anointed of the God of 

acob, and the ſweet ift (or finger) of Ifracl 
ſaith, The ſpirit of the Lord ſpake by (or in) me, 
and his word was in my tongue. The God of Iſrael 
ſaid, The rock of Iſrael ſpake thus to me, He that 
ruleth over men ſhould be juſt, ruling in the fear of 
God, And fuch an one will be as the light of the 


morning 
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25 _ | 
ſlept with his fathers, and was buried in his own city, 
the city of David ”, 1 Chron. xxix. 26, 27, 28. 

Although Solomon, who ſucceeded his father David 
in the kingdom, was but a young man when he came 
to the crown; yet that he was married ſome time be- 
fore, appears by the age of his fon Rehoboam : for 
Rehoboam was in his forty-firſt year, 2 Chron. xii. 13. 
when he began to reign ; which was immediately after 
his father's death, who reigned but forty years, 1 Kings 
xi. 42. ſo that Solomon had a fon when he began to 
reign. | 

2 * almoſt as he was ſettled on his throne, an 
occaſion was unhappily offered him to ſtain his fword 
with his brother jjah's blood; which thus hap- 

ned : 
F" Adnaich. as was obſerved before, being the eldeſt 
ſon to king David then living, had aſpired to the crown 
in his father's life-time (which haſtened Solomon's 
acceſſion to the throne); but, upon his ſubmiſſion, 
was pardoned by Solomon. He naw, whether with 


” A. M. 298g. 


G 2 a deſign 
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new troubles, as was ſuſpected, or 
beauty of the perſon, had caſt an 
amorous eye the fair Shunamitiſh dame, young 
Abi who had been a concubinary wife to his father 
David for ſome little time before his death. And be- 
cauſe Adonijah knew he might not enjoy her without 
the s conſent, and not of himſelf fuch an 
intereſt in the king, as from thence to iſe himſelf 
ſucceſs, he applied himſelf to the king's mother, the 
queen — Bathſheba, hoping by her mediation 
to prev 

When firſt he addreſſed himſelf to Bathſheba, ſhe 
remembering how he had acted before, and looking 
u him as an enemy to her family, was fome- 
what doubtful of his intention; and therefore aſked 
him if he came peaceably ? which he aſſuring her he 
did, and withal telling her that he had ſomething to 
ſay to her; ſhe bid him, fay on. Whereupon he thus 
beſpake her : 

t Thou knoweſt, ſaid he, that the kingdom (in the 
"ou line of inheritance) was mine; and all Iſrael (fo 
pleaſed 2 with thinking ſet their 8 on me, 
— I ſhould rei owbeit the kingdom 

522 14 my brother's : for the 
Lord hath given it him. And now I alk one peti- 

tion of thee : deny me not.” She bidding him ſay 
on; he ſaid, ** Speak, I pray thee, unto Sol the 
king (for he will not ſay thee nay) that he give me 
Abiſhag the Shunamite to wife.” That I will,” re- 
plied ſhe; and away ſhe went to the king about it. 

When the king ſaw her coming, he roſe up to meet 
her, and bowing himſelf unto her, fat down on his 
chrone and cauſing a feat to be ſet for her, ſhe fat on 

right-hand. Then telling him ſhe had a ſmall 
pero to aſk of him, which ſhe deſired him not to 
„ he bid her aſk on; and ſomewhat too haſtily 
promiſed her that he would not fay her nay. Where- 
upon ſhe ſaid, Let Abiſhag the a be given 
to thy brother Adonijah to wife. 


„X 241 


King 
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life.” So Solomon thruſt 
prieſt unto the Lord; and therein fulfil 
the Lord, which he ſpake concerning | 
in Shiloh, and put Zadok in his room, e 

When Joab heard. how Solomon had dealt with 
Adonijah and Abiathar, he thought if there was 
fafety for him, it muſt be in the tabernacle of 
Lord. Thither therefore he betook himſelf, and caught 
hold on the horns of the altar; hoping for protection 
from the holineſs of the place. But he miſcounted: 
for beſides his treaſon in fiding with Adonijah, Joab 
was doubly guilty of wilful murder, in the i- 
tated aſſaſſinations of Abner and Amaſa; for which it 
was lawful to take the murderer from God's altar, and 
lay him, Exod. xxi. 14. Solomon therefore, — 
that Joab was fled to the altar for refuge, bid Benai 
go draw him from thence, and fall upon him. Away 
went Benaiah, and told him, The king's command 
63 was 
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yielf underſtanding, 
wiſdom, and knowledge to diſcern Judgment, that 
thou mayſt judge my people over whom I have made 
thee king; behold I have according to thy words, 
and wiſdom and knowledge is granted unto thee. For 
J have given thee a wiſe and an und ing heart, fo 
that (for wiſdom) there was none like thee before thee; 
neither after thee ſhall any arife like unto thee. And I 
have alſo given thee that which thou haſt not aſked, to 
wit, both riches and honour; ſuch as none of the kings 
have had that have been before thee ; neither ſhall 
there any after thee have the like. And if thou wilt 
walk in my ways, to keep my ſtatutes and command- 
ments, as thy father David did walk, then will I 
lengthen thy days alſo.” 
Solomon, waking from his ſleep, was ſenſible that 
he had had a dream. And coming back to Jeruſalem 
(after he had preſented himſelf before the ark of the 
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(who was the defendant) denying the 
ay: but the living is my fon, 
fon.” The complainant, on the other hand, 
No: but the dead is thy fon, and the living is 
fon.” . 


the king ng, 
the cafe, he called for a ſword ; and when it was 


brought, he bid the officer divide the live child in 
two, and give halt to the one and half to the other ; 
which when the plaintiff-woman heard (whoſe indeed 
the living child was) her bowels yearning towards her 
fon, ſhe cried out to the king, O my lord! give her 
the living child, and in no-wiſe ſlay it.” But the other 
woman (who being no kin to it, had not any natural 
alfection to it, but claimed „% 
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the tribe of Dan 


1 


3 25 


thouſand alſo he raifed of his own people, whom he 

to Lebanon, to work with king Hiram's men. 
being divided into three companies, went by 
their courſes, thouſand at a time; where having 


mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared unto 
David, and in the very place which David had pre- 


„ in the threſhing-floor of Araunah (or * 
the Jebuſite (and where Abraham, long before, h. 
been directed by God to offer up his ſon Iſaac, Gen. 
Xii. 2.) ; laying the foundations thereof of hewen 
ſtones, great and coſtly. The dimenſions and deſcrip- 
tion whereof, with the ornaments and richneſs thereof, 


the reader may ſee at large in 1 Kings vi. &c. and 


1 Kings v. 2 Chron, ü. A. M. 29999. 
2 Chron. 
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2 Chron. iii. &c. And in his eleventh year, in the 
month by the Hebrews called Bull, which is the 
CIR wh Oe OE OI t all 

the parts of it. So that it was ſeven years and fix 
N goes. And ſuch care was taken for the 


By hobo hu 
brought thiker = OT 


there was neither hammer, nor 
nor any tool of jon, hard in the houſe while 
was in dual 

For ng. s encouragement while he was building 
it, the word of the Lord came to him, ſaying, © Con- 
cering this houſe which thou art building : if thou 
wilt walk in my ſtatutes, and execute my judgments, 
and keep all my commandments to walk in them ; 
then will I perform my word with thee, which I ſpake 
unto David thy father; and I will dwell among my 
people, the children of Iſrael, and will not forſake 


them.” 

Solomon had fully finiſhed the houſe of 
the Lord , and had placed all * veſſels for ſervice 
and — in it, he aſſembled the elders of Iſrael, 
and all the heads of the tribes, and the chief of the 

hers of the children of Iſrael in Jeruſalem, to bring 
ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city 
vid, which was Zion. Which was the more 
ily done, becauſe it was the time for the feaſt of 
tabernacles ; which by divine appointment (Levit. 
XX111.) was held, with other ſolemn feaſts, in the ſe- 
venth month, by them called Ethanim : at which time 
all their males were obliged to appear before the Lord 
in the place which he ſhould chooſe (Deut. xvi. 16.) 
which was this new built temple. 

Being therefore thus aſſembled, the prieſts and Le- 
vites (whoſe charge it was) took up the ark, with the 
tabernacle, and all the holy veſſels that were in it?; 
and having brought them up, and placed them in their 
reſpective places appointed for them in the temple, 
when the prieſts (who now attended in a body) were 
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ark, wherein is the covenant of the Lord that he 
nn. 1 


thus made a thankful 
R. 8 and of the Lord, 
people, he kneeled down 


both unto iis and bs tho ] 
before all the congregation of Iſrael, upon the brazen 
ſcaffold of five cubits ſquare and three cubits high 
(which he had made and fer in the midſt of the court 
before the altar of the Lord) and ſpreading forth his 
hands towards heaven, he thus addreſſed himſelf unto 
the Lord : 

« O Lord God of Iſrael ! there is no God like thee 
in the heaven, nor in the earth, who k covenant, 
and ſheweſt mercy unto thy ſervants, that walk before 
thee with all their hearts. Thou who haſt kept with 
thy ſervant David, my father, that which thou pro- 
miſedſt him, and haſt actually fulfilled what thou 
ſpakeſt to him (with reſpe& to my building this houſe 
to thee) as it is this day: keep now, O ! with 
thy ſervant my father that alſo which "thou didſt pro- 
miſe him, when thou ſaidſt, There ſhall not fail thee 
2 man in my fight to fit on the throne of Ifrael, pro- 
vided thy children take heed to their way, to walk 
before me in my law, as thou haſt walked before me. 
Now then, O Lord God of Iſrael! let thy word be 
verified which thou haſt ſpoken unto thy ſervant 
David. 

But (correcting himſelf, with reſpect to his defire, 
that God would at all times vouchſafe his preſence to 
IIe ſaid” he, in very 

dwell with men on the earth? Behold, heaven, 
and the heaven of heavens, cannot contain thee : how 
much leſs this houſe which I have built! Yet have 
thou reſpect, added he, unto the prayer of thy ſervant, 
and to ſupplication, O Lord m Dok to hearken 
unto the cry and the prayer which thy ſervant prayeth 
before thee this day ; 2 (ſpeaking after the manner 
of men) thine eyes may be open toward this houſe 
night and day: even towards the place of which thou 
haſt ſaid, that thou wouldſt put 2 
hac 


my 

ſhall turn again to 
ſhall pray, and make ſupplication unto thee, towards 
this Xo of then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the 
fin of md = Iſrael; and bring them again unto 
the land which thou gaveſt unto them to their 
fathers. 

When the heaven is ſhut, and there is no rain, be- 
cauſe they have ſinned againſt thee; if they pray 
towards this place, and confeſs thy name, and turn 
from their fin when thou doſt afflift them: then hear 
thou in heaven, and forgive the fin of thy ſervants, 
and of thy people Iſrael, and teach them the good way 
wherein they ſhould walk, and fend rain upon the 
land which thou haſt given to thy people for an in- 
heritancc. 

If there be famine in the land; if there be peſtilence, 
blaſting, mildew, locuſts, or caterpillars ; if their 
enemies befiege them in the cities of their land ; what- 
ſoever plague or ſickneſs befall them; what prayer or 
ſupplication ſoever ſhall be made by any man, or 
by all thy people Iſrael, when every man ſhall know _ 
his own plague, and his own grief, and ſhall ſpread 
forth his h towards this houſe : then hear thou in 

| heaven, 
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heaven, thy dwelling-place, and forgive, and render 
unto every man according to his ways, whoſe heart 
thou knoweſt (for thou only knoweſt the hearts of the 
children of men) ; that they may fear thee, to walk in 
thy ways all the days that they live in the land which 
thou gaveſt unto our fathers. 

Moreover, concerning the ſtranger which is not of 
thy le Iſrael, but cometh out from a far country 
for thy great name's ſake (for they ſhall hear of thy great 
name, and of thy ſtrong hand, and of thy ſtretched- out 
arm); when he ſhall come and pray towards this 
houſe : then hear thou in heaven, thy dwelling-place, 
and do according to all that the ſtranger calleth unto 
thee for ; that all the le of the earth may know 
thy name, and fear thee (as doth thy people Ifrael) 
and that they may know this houſe which I have 


out to battle 


and towards the houſe * have built for thy name: 
then hear thou in heaven their prayer and ſupplication, 
and maintain their cauſe. 

If they fin againſt thee (for there is no man but 
may fin [qui non peccet] ; ſo Jerom, fo Pagnine, fo 
Arias Montanus, ſo Tremellius and Junius turn it, 
and fo Dr. Gell reads it, and contends that it ſhould 


be read, Eſſay, page 768.) and thou be angry with 
them, and deliver them unto the enemy, that they 
them away captives into a land far or near; yet 

if they ſhall bethink themſelves in the land whither 
they are carried captives, and ſhall repent, and make 
ſupplication unto thee in the land of them that carried 
them captives, ſaying, We have ſinned, and have 
done perverſly, and have committed wickedneſs, and 
ſo return unto thee with all their heart, and with all 
their ſoul, and pray unto thee towards the land 
which thou gaveſt unto their fathers, the city which 
thou haſt choſen, and the houſe which I have built for 
thy name: then hear thou their prayer and ſupplica- 
Vol. II. H tion 
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tion in heaven, thy dwelling-place, and maintain their 
cauſe, and forgive thy people that have ſinned againſt 
thee, all their tranſgreſſions wherein they have tranſ- 
greſſed againſt thee ; and give them compaſſion before 
them who carried them captive, that they may have 
compaſſion on them : for they be thy people and thine 
inheritance, which thou didſt bring forth out of Egypt 
from the midſt of the furnace of iron. 

Let now, O my God! I beſeech thee, thine eyes 
be open, and thine ears attentive, unto the prayer that 
ſhall be made in this place. Ariſe now, therefore, 
O Lord God! into thy reſting-place (fo he called this 
fixed temple, in compariſon of the moving tabernacle) 
thou, the ark of thy ſtrength. And let thy prieſts, 
O Lord God ! be clothed with ſalvation, and thy ſaints 
rejoice in goodneſs.” 

When Solomon had ended his prayer and ſupplica- 
tion to the Lord, he aroſe from his knees, and ſtanding 
up before the altar of the Lord, he bleſſed the congre- 
gation of Iſracl, ſaying with a loud voice, Blefſed 
be the Lord that hath given reſt unto his people Iſrael, 
according to all that he promiſed, not one word having 
failed of all his good promiſe which he promiſed by 
the hand of Moſes his fervant. The Lord our God 
be with us, as he was with our fathers. Let him not 
leave us, nor forſake us; that he may incline our 
hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep 
his commandments, his ftatutes, and his judgments, 
which. he commanded our fathers. And, added he, 
let theſe my words, wherewith I have made fupplica- 
tion before the Lord, be nigh unto the Lord our God 
day and night ; that he may maintain the cauſe of his 
ſervant, and the cauſe of his people Iſrael at all times, 
as the matter ſhall require ; that all the people of the 
earth may know that the Lord is God, and that there 
is none elle.” Go 

Then turning his ſpeech more directly to the le, 
« Let your heart therefore, faid he, be perfect with 
the Lord our God, to walk in his ſtatutes, and to keep 
his commandments, as at this day.” 

When 
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When thus the king had finiſhed his prayer and 
bleſſing, both he and all the people with him offered 
ſacrifices before the Lord. And the Lord, to teſtify 
his ance of Solomon's prayer, ſent fire from 
heaven, which confumed the burnt ing and the 
ſacrifices. And the of the Lord filled the houſe, 
ſo that the prieſts could not enter into the houſe of the 
Lord, becauſe of the of the Lord that filled it. 
And when all the chil of Ifracl ſaw the fire come 
down, and the glory of the Lord upon the houſe, they 
bowed themſelves upon the pavement with their faces 
to the ground, and praiſed the Lord, repeating thoſe 
words of the cxxxvith pſalm, For he is good, for 
his mercy endureth for ever.” 

At this dedication of the houſe of the Lord, the 
king and all Iſracl joining, they offered a peace - offering 
unto the Lord of two and twenty thouſand oxen, and 
an hundred and twenty thouſand ſheep ; the prieſts 
waiting on their offices, and the Levites playing on 
their inſtruments of muſick, which king David had 
made to praiſe the Lord with. And becauſe the brazen 
altar, which Solomon had made (though it was twenty 
cubits (or yards) ſquare, 2 Chron. iv. 1.) was too 
little to receive the offerings, the king hallowed che 
middle of the court, that was before the houſe ol the 
Lord, and offered burnt-offerings there. | 

Thus king Solomon having held a folemn feaſt, and 
all Iſrael with him, for fourteen days together (ſeven 
days for the feaſt of tabernacles) on the three and 
rwentieth of the ſecond month (which was the eighth 
day after the feaſt of tabernacles began, and the next 
day after it was ended) he ſent the people away: who, 
bleſſing the king, went unto their tents joyful and 
glad in heart, for all the goodneſs that the Lord had 
thewed unto David and Solomon his fervants, and to 
his people Iſrael. 

After this folemn dedication of the houſe of the 
Lord, the Lord appeared again to Solomon by night *, 


* 1 Kings vii. - _ f i Kings 9. 
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r unto him before at Gibeon (1 Kings 
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and choſen this place to myſelf for an 
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p my ſtatutes and my Judge 
ments: then will I eſtabliſh the throne of thy king- 
dom upon Iſrael for ever, as I promiſed David thy 
father, when I ſaid, There ſhall not fail thee a man 
upon the throne of Iſrael. But if you ſhall at all turn 
from me, you or your children, and will not keep my 
commandments and my ſtatutes, which I have ſet 
before you; but go and ſerve other gods, and worſhip 
them : then will I cut off Iſrael out of the land which 
I have given them; and this houſe which I have hal- 
lowed. for my name, will I caſt out of my ſight, and 
Iſrael ſhall be a proverb and a by-word among all 
people. And at this houſe, which is high, every one 
that paſſeth by ſhall be aſtoniſhed, and ſhall hiſs; 
and ſhall fay,. Why hath the Lord done thus unto this 
land and to this houſe ? And they ſhall anſwer, Be- 
cauſe they forſook the Lord their God, who brought 
forth their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have 
taken hold upon (or put their confidence in) other 
and have worſhipped them, and ſerved them : 
therefore hath the Lord brought upon them all this 
evil.” 

When king Solomon had finiſhed the houſe of the 
Lord, he built a ſtately palace for himſelf and his 
queen (Pharaoh's daughter) to dwell in; which was 
thirteen years in building“, 1 Kings vii. 1. not that 
he was either more curious, or more magnificent, in 
building his own houſe, than in building the Lord's; 
but he had his materials to provide for his own houſe, 
moſt of which were provided in readineſs by his fa- 


* A.M. 3014. 
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ther for the Lord's houſe: and he more 
workmen, for expedition-ſake, about the Lord's 
houſe, than about his own. And when this palace 
was finiſhed, and furniſhed, he brought up his queen 
(the daughter of Pharaoh) from the old palace, which 
was called the city of David, and ſettled her in the 
houſe he had built for her: for he ſaid, My wife 
ſhall not dwell in the houſe of David, king of Iſrael, 
becauſe the places are holy, whereunto the ark of the 
Lord hath come 

Divers other houſes alſo did Solomon afterwards 
build, whereof that ſeems to be the chief, which was 
called the foreſt of Lebanon; which, being an hun- 
dred cubits in length, fifty cubits in breadth, and 
thirty cubits in height, was ſet upon cedar pillars, in 
four rows, and is deſcribed in 1 Kings vii. 2, &c. 

King Solomon, having received great kindneſs 
from Hiram king of Tyre (who had furniſhed him 
with timber of cedar and of fir, and with gold in 
abundance) ; he, in requital, gave Hiram twenty 
cities in the land of Galilee; which bordering upon 
Tyre, is reckoned by Tremellius and Junius a part of 
the holy land; and for that reaſon, perhaps, is called 
Galilee of the Gentiles, Mat. iv. 15. yet others think 
otherwiſe. | 

But when Hiram came from Tyre to ſee theſe ci- 
ties, they did not pleaſe him at all. Wherefore, to 
ſhew his diſlike of them, he aſked Solomon, What 
cities are theſe which thou haſt given me, my brother? 
and calling them the land of Cabul (that is, diſpleaſing 
or dirty), he reſtored them to Solomon, who after- 
wards rebuilt theſe cities, and, fending colonies of the 
children of Iſrael thither, cauſed them to dwell 
therein, which bly occafioned our Saviour to be 
{o converſant afterwards in Galilee. 
But though Hiram did not accept Solomon's pre- 
fent, yet no unkindneſs or breach of friendſhip en- 


> 2 Chron, viii. 11. t x Kings ix. 
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ſued thereon between the two kings. For Solomon, 
having built a navy of ſhips in Ezion-Geber, at the 
fes. ld, in the land of Edom, Hiram not only joined 
ſome of his own ſhips with king Solomon's, but fur- 
niſhed him alſo with mariners to man his fleet 
to Ophir; from whence they fetched four hundred 
and twenty (or, as in 2 Chron. viii. 18. four hun- 
dred and fifty) talents of gold, of which they are faid 
to have brought four hundred talents to Solomon, 
and the reſt, it is ſuppoſed, were ſpent in the expe- 
dition. 

1 Hiram alſo is ſaid to have ſent to king Solo- 
mon fix ſcore talents of gold, 1 Kings ix. 14. And 
the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one 
year, was fix hundred fixty and fix talents of gold, 
chap. x. 14. beſides what he had of the merchants, 
and of the kings of Arabia, and the governors of 
countries, ver. 15. And fo plentiful was gold in his 
time, that filver was of no account; for not only the 
veſſels of his houſe were of gold, ver. 21. but he 
made two hundred targets, and three hundred ſhields, 
all of beaten gold, ver. 16, 17. A throne allo of 
ivory, overlaid with the beſt gold, ver. 18, &c. 

Now did Solomon experience the fulfilling of that 
gracious promiſe, which the Lord had made him 
(1 Kings ut. 12, 13.) that becauſe he had not aſked 
riches, nor honour, but only wiſdom (and that not 
for oſtentation, but for real ſerwce, that he might 
judge and govern his people aright) God gave him 
both wiſdom, riches, and honour; ſo that he exceeded 
all the kings of the earth for riches and for wiſdom. 
And as they all ſought to Solomon, that they might 
hear his wiſdom, which God had put into his heart; 
ſo they brought him every man his preſent, veſſels of 
filver, and veſſels of gold, and garments, and ar- 
mour, and ſpices, with horſes and mules, a certain 
rate year by year. 

For God had given Solomon wiſdom and under- 
ſtanding, and had enlarged his heart 2 
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fo that he excelled in wiſdom all the phi and 
aſtrologers of Egypt, and of all- country. 
And though Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman (men- 


tioned in the titles of Pſal. Ixxxviii. and Pfal. IXxxix) 
with Chalcol and Darda, were the moſt celebrated 
men of thoſe times for wiſdom; yet he was wiſer than 
they, and indeed than all men. He ſpake three thou- 
ſand proverbs” (moſt of which are thought to have 
been loſt in the captivity), and his ſongs were a thou- 
fand and five. He diſcourſed alſo of the natures, 
properties, and virtues of all trees, plants, and herbs; 
and of beaſts, fowls, creeping things and fiſhes; fo 
that his fame being ſpread in all nations round about, 
there came of all people to hear his wiſdom, from 
all the kings of the earth that had heard of it, 1 Kings 
IV. 29, &c. 

the many whom the fame of his wiſdom 
and grandeur drew to his court, the Ethiopian _=_ 
(called in Matt. xii, 42. the queen of the ſouth, 
and here, the queen of Sheba) was one, who hav- 
ing heard much of the fame of Solomon, and con- 
cerning the name of the Lord, had a deſire to try his 
kill in refolving difficult queſtions ; and for that 
end came from her own country to Jeruſalem, attend- 
ed with a very great train. And having made a royal 
preſent to King Solomon of abundance of rich ſpices, 
with precious ſtones, and very much gold (no leſs 
than an hundred and twenty talents), ſhe conferred 
with him, and propounded riddles to him, and he re- 
ſolved them all. For there was nothing hid from 
him, of the moſt abſtruſe and knotty fever Bey which 
he did not open to her. 

This filled her with admiration of his profound 
wiſdom. But when ſhe had viewed the houſe of the 
Lord, which he had built, and his own houſe, and 
had duly confidered the ceconomy of his houſhold, 
the proviſions of his table, the 2 and order of 
his ſervants, and the attendance of his miniſters, 
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thy wiſdom was not told me: 
fame that I had heard.” 

Then breaking forth into admiration 
ſhe added, Happy are thy men, and happy are 
thy ſervants, which ſtand continually before thee, 
hear thy wiſdom. And bleſſed be the Lord thy God 
who delighted in thee, to ſet thee on the throne of 
Iſrael. Becauſe the Lord loved Iſrael, to eftabliſh 
them for ever, therefore made he thee king over them, 
to do j t and juſtice.” 

Thus this great queen, having ſatisſied her curioſity 
in ſeeing, and improved her underſtanding in con- 
verſing with the wiſeſt of kings, and having been fully 
anſwered by him in whatſoever ſhe defired of him, 
took her leave of the Hebrew court, and returned 
with her attendants to her own land, laden with a 
royal preſent from the king, and filled with admira- 
tion of his wifdom and magnificence. 

For he kept ſo great 


K 


lons. According to which computation, the 
cors of meal muſt make three hundred thirty 
buſhels and four gallons; both ſorts, flour 
five hundred and fix buſhels and two 
reduced to quarters, bring out, if 
fixty three quarters, two buſhels, and two gallons. 
For fleſh, his daily proviſion was ten fat oxen, and 

| twenty 


ons; Which, 
miſcount not 
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twenty oxen out of the and one hundred ſheep ; 
beſides harts, roe-bucks, fallow-deer, and fatted 3 
In his ſtables he had four thouſand ſtalls for horſes and 
chariots, and twelve thouſand horſemen, which were 
beſtowed in the chariot- cities, and with the king at 
Jeruſalem. 
But notwithſtanding the great and excellent wiſdom 
wherewith God had endowed Solomon, the high fa- 
vours he had vouchſafed him, the eminent * 
ances of God unto him, and the gracious 
had made him, in caſe he n 
fear, as David had done, and to keep his law; yet 
Solomon let looſe the reins of his affection, not only 
to many women, but to ſtrange women, ſtrangers to 
the covenant, ſuch as were not Iſraelites by nature, 
nor of Iſrael by profeſſion ; but of the idolatrous na- 
tions (Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, 
and Hittites), which the Lord had expreſly * 
for Iſrael in general, and their king in particular, to 
contract marriage with, Deut. xvii. 17. as knowi 


ng 
they would certainly turn away their hearts after their 


And to that degree of exceſs he went, that he took 
no lefs than ſeven hundred wives, and three hundred 
concubines, who ſo turned away his heart from fol- 
lowing the Lord, that he did evil in the fight of the 
Lord, going after Aſhteroth, the goddeſs of the Zi- 
denies, and after Milcom, the abomination of the 


Ammonites, and built an high-place for Chemoſh, the 


, abomination of Moab, in the hill that was before 
Jeruſalem ; as he did likewiſe for all his 
wives, which burned incenſe and facrificed unto their 
ods. 

a This ſo provoked the anger of the Lord againſt 
Solomon, that he ſaid unto him (probably by the 
prophet Ahijah, mentioned after in ver. 29.) „For- 
aſmuch as — haſt done thus, and haſt not kept my 

covenant, and my ſtatutes, which I have — 2 


2 ; Kings ai. A. M. 3028. 


thee : 
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thee: I will ſurely rend the kingdom from thee, and 
will give it to thy ſervant. Notwithſtanding, in thy 
days I will not do it, for David thy father's ſake: 
but I will rend it out of the hand of thy fon. Yet I 
will not rend away all the kingdom : but I will give 
one tribe to thy ſon, for David my ſervant's fake, and 
for the fake of Jeruſalem, which I have choſen.” 

As therefore the Lord had given unto Solomon 

ace, and reſt from all his enemies, while he kept 
his commandments, and walked with him; ſo now 
that he forſook the Lord, and turned after other gods, 
the Lord ſtirred up adverſaries againſt him on every 
hand. 

Of theſe, Hadad the Edomite was one ; who being 
of the king's ſeed in Edom, and but a little child, 
at the time that David brought Edom into ſubjection, 
and Joab cut off all the males there (of which ſee 
2 Sam. viii. 14. with 1 Kings xi. 15, 16, 17.) was by 
his father's ſervants conveyed into Egypt, and pre- 
fented unto Pharaoh king of Egypt; from whom he 
found fo great favour, that he not only gave him pro- 
tection and maintenance, but when he was grown up, 
beſtowed on him in marriage the ſiſter of his own 
wife, queen Tahpenes. But when Hadad underſtood 
that both king David and his general Joab were dead, 
he prevailed with Pharaoh to ſend him back to his 
own country Edom, from whence he did miſchief ta 
Eracl. | 

Beſides him, God ſtirred up another adverſary to 
Solomon, one Rezon the fon of Eliadah ; who flying 
from his lord Hadadezar, king of Zobah, had ga- 
thered a band of men unto him, over whom he be- 
care a captain, and ſeizing on Damaſcus, reigned 
therein over Syria, and was an enemy to Iſracl all 
the days of Solomon's declining from the way of the 
Lord. 

Another adverſary, and in the event the worſt of 
them all, was Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, an Ephra- 
thite of Zereda, a ſubject and fervant of Solomon's, 
whom the king, when he built Millo (or the fortreſs) 

and 
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repaired the breaches of the city of David, ob- 
ſerving to be both a mighty man of valour, and very 
induſtrious in his buſineſs, made ruler over all the 
of the houſe of Joſeph. 
Him the Lord fingled out to be a ſcourge to 
Solomon's houſe; and, in order thereunto, ſent the 
prophet Ahyah, the Shilonite, to meet him in the 
way, when he was gone out of Jeruſalem. And they 
two being alone in the field, the prophet caught hold 
of the new garment that was on him, and having rent 
it into twelve pieces, faid to Jeroboam, take the ten 
ieces, For thus faith the Lord, the God of Iſrael: 
hold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of 
Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee, becauſe 
they have forſaken me, and have worſhipped Aſhteroth, 
the goddeſs of the Zidonians, Chemoſh, the god of 
the Moabites, and Milcom, the god of the children 
of Ammon, and have not walked in my ways, to do 
that which is right in mine eyes, and to keep my ſta- 
tutes and my judgments, as did David his father.” 

« For this cauſe I will afflict the feed of David, but 
not for ever; neither will I take the whole kingdom 
out of Solomon's hand : but he ſhall have one (intire) 
tribe, for my ſervant David's fake, and for the fake 
of Jeruſalem (the city which I have choſen out of all 
the tribes of Iſrael) that David my ſervant may have 
a light (of royal ſplendor) always before me in je- 
ruſalem. And becauſe my ſervant David, whom T 
choſe, kept my commandments and my ſtatutes, I 
will, for his fake, continue his ſon Solomon prince 
over Iſrael during his life; but I will take the king- 
dom out of his ſon's hand, and will give it unto 
thee, even ten tribes. And I will take thee, and 
thou ſhait be king over all Iſrael, and ſhalt reign 
according to thy heart's defire. And if thou wilt 
hearken unto all that I command thee, and wilt 
walk in my ways, and do that which is kight in my 
fight, to keep my ſtatutes and my commandments, as 
David my tervant did, then will I be with thee, and 
build 
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build thee a ſure houſe, as I built for David, and 
will give Iſrael unto thee,” 

Though Jeroboam and the were alone in a 
field by themſclves, when this between them, 
yet Solomon ſoon got notice of it, and fought to kill 
Jeroboam- upon it; but he, making his eſcape, fled 
unto Shiſhak king of Egypt, and there abode with 
him until the death of Solomon, to which the courſe 
of the hiſtory hath now brought us. For we read no 
more of his life or acts, but that having reigned in 
Jeruſalem over all Iſrael forty years, he ſlept with 
his fathers, and was buried in the city of his father 
David. 

For the reſt of his acts, and all that he did, and his 
wifdom (of which, no doubt, many and various in- 
ſtances muſt occur, in the forty years reign of fo great 
and fo wiſe a prince) we are here reterred to the 
book of the acts of Solomon; a book queſtionleſs 
loſt, with other excellent pieces of his. In 2 Chron. 
ix. 29. for a further account of the acts of Solomon, 
firſt and laſt, we are referred to the book of Nathan 
the prophet, to the prophecy of Ahijah the 1x qu 
and to the viſions of Iddo the ſeer; none of which are 
aow extant, at leaſt under thoſe titles. 

Concerning Solomon, and his latter end, the opi- 
nions of men are different; but that ſeems the moſt 
charitable, which concludes he repented in his old 
age, returned to God, and humbling himſelf before 
the Lord, wrote his book called Koheleth, Eccle- 
fiaſtes, or the Preacher, as an acknowledgement of 
his own apoſtacy, and a warning or admonition, with 
inſtruction, to all others to beware of and reſiſt the 
vanities of the world. 

Concerning his age alſo there is ſome difference 
Hugh Broughton gives him but eight and fifty 
years *. Richard Bloom, in his Hiſtory of the Old and 
New Teſtament, quarto edition (whom for chronolo- 


gy I generally follow) makes him above fixty years 


* 1 Kings xii. 2 Chron. x. 
of 
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of age. But that muſt be a miſtake, if (as he alſo 
acknowledges) he came to the throne at eighteen ; 
for it is expreſly ſaid, the time of his reign was forty 
years, 1 Kings xi. 42. 2 Chron. ix. 30. which makes 
his age to be but fifry-cight years. | 

Solomon being dead, Rehoboam, his ſon and fuc- 
ceſſor, went to Schechem, whither all Iſrael were 
thered together to make him king. But being 
omewhat uneaſy under the burdens his father had laid 
upon them (partly, perhaps, in perſonal ſervice to- 
wards his buildings; and partly allo by his purveyors, 
for proviſions for his houſe, of which the account 
riſes high, in 1 Kings iv.) they were willing to make 
ſome better terms for themſelves before they ſet the 
crown upon his head. 

Wherefore having ſent, and called Jeroboam out 
of Egypt, as the man they thought moſt likely to 
awe Rehoboam, and bring him to a reaſonable com- 

liance with their deſires, the whole congregation of 
ſrael, having Jeroboam at the head them (and 


2 their ſpokeſman), thus ſpake unto Reho- 


„ Thy father made our yoke grievous; now, there- 
fore, make thou the grievous ſervice of thy father 
eaſier, and his heavy yoke, which he put upon us, 
lighter, and we will ſerve thee.” 

Rehoboam, not thinking it ſafe, in ſo weighty a 
matter, to give an haſty anſwer, but willing to be 
adviſed, before he reſolved on a propoſition of fo 
great moment, bid them depart for three days, and 
then come to him again for an anſwer, which they 
did. 

Mean while, conſulting with the old men, who 
had been counſellors to his father Solomon; and aſk- 
ing them how they would adviſe him to anſwer the 
people, they ſaid, © If thou wilt be a ſervant unto 
this people this day, and wilt anſwer them kindly, 
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1 words, they will be thy ſervants 
or ever.“ 

This counſel not ſuĩting Rehoboam's evil hu- 
mour, he laid it aſide; and betaking himſelf to his 
young counſellors, that were grown up with him, he 
aſked them what anſwer they would adviſe him to 
give. They, like young men indeed, that had more 
heat than judgment, adviſed him to tell the people, 
who came to deſire a redreſs of grievances, that his 
little finger (uſing a proverbial ſpeech) ſhould be 
thicker than his father's loins; and whereas they had 
complained that his father had loaded them with a 
heavy yoke, he would add to their yoke, and make 
it more heavy ; and if they thought his father had 
chaſtiſed them with whips, they ſhould find he would 
chaſtiſe them with ſcorpions. Where, by ſcorpions, 
is meant a fort of ſcourges, made of leathern thongs, 
at the ends of which were faſtened either little bones, 
or plummets of lead, or ſharp thorns, to make the 
puniſhment the ſharper. See Godwyn's Moſes and 
Aaron, l. v. c. 8. 

Rehoboam, for age, was a child, and old 
enough, one would think, to have preferred the ad- 
vice of his old counſellors; for he was one and forty 
years old, 1 Kings xiv. 21. But, Quos vult perdere 
Deus, bos dementat ; Whom God will deſtroy, be bereaves 
of underſtanding. The cauſe was of the Lord, that he 
might perform his ſaying, which he had ſpoken by 
his prophet Ahijah, the Shilonite, to Jeroboam the ſon 
of Nebat, chap. xi. 30, 31. Therefore was Rehoboam 
fo void of underſtanding, that rejecting the good ad- 
vice of his grave counſellors, he cloſed with the coun- 
fel of his young hot-headed companions. And when 
Jeroboam, with the people, came to him on the 
third day for his anfwer!, he roundly gave it them 
in thoſe harſh terms, which his young counſellors had 
dictated to him. | 


* 2 Kings Xi, 1 Chron, x. 


But 


Part III. SACRED HISTORY. 111 


But no ſooner had the people heard the anſwer 
{which put them out of all of redreſs) but 
they (that is, the ten tribes) cried out unanimouſly, 
« What ion have we in David? Neither have we 
inheritance in the fon of Jeſſe ; every man to your 
tents, O Iſrael; and now fee to thy own houſe, Da- 
vid” (look to thyſelf, Rehoboam, David's ſon, ſtand 
on thy own legs, and expect no help from us). And 
in this heat they departed to their tents. 

Being gone, Rehoboam, to try their temper, ſent to 
them one of his prime miniſters, Adoram, who was over 
the tribute; but they fell preſently upon him, and 
ſtoned him to death. This made Rehoboam con- 
clude they were in earneit, and think it high time to 
conſult his own ſafety ; wherefore with ſpeed getting 
into his chariot, he fled to Jeruſalem, ſenſible of his 
error too late. 

Mean while, thoſe ten tribes, which had thus re- 
volted from the houſe of David (and which, thence- 
forward, in diſtinction from the houſe of Judah, bare 
the name of Iſrael) calling Jeroboam unto the con- 
gregation, made him king over them. 

Thus was that great and goodly kingdom (as a 
puniſhment for the idolatry of their king, haſtened 
to execution by the haughty raſhneſs of his fon and 
ſucceſſor) even almoſt in its very infancy, ſplit into 
two very unequal parts, ten againſt two; which yet 
muſt be underſtood by a /ynecdoche partis ; the greater 
part on either fide being taken for the whole. For 
ſome of the tribes, in the drawing out the lots of their 
poſſeſſions, being intermixed with others (as Manaſ- 
ſeh had divers towns in Iſſachar and in Aſher, Joſh. 
xvii. 11. and Simeon's inheritance was within the in- 
heritance of the children of Judah, Joſh. xix. x). 
ſuch of the children of Iſrael as dwelt in the cities 
of Judah, continued their ſubjection tq Rehoboam, 
1 Kings, xii. 179. And perhaps ſome part of the 
tribe of Benjamin, bordering upon fome of the other 
tribes that fell away to Jeroboam, might go along 
with their neighbours, and take him for their king ; 

which 
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which might give ground for that ſaying in the text, 
ver. 20. There was none (that is, no intire tribe) 
that followed the houſe of David, but the tribe of 
Judah only. For otherwiſe we find all along, that 
Benjamin (that is, the main body of that tribe) clave 
to the houſe of David, in conjunction with the tribe 
of Judah. 

Rehoboam reſenting the affront done him by the 
Iſraelites, in killing his treaſurer Adoram; and re- 
ſolving to reduce thoſe his rebellious ſubjects to their 
obedience by force of arms (to which, it is likely, 
his hot-ſpur counſellors were not backward to excite 
him) as ſoon as he was got ſafe to Jeruſalem, he aſ- 
ſembled all the houſe of Judah ; out of which, toge- 
ther with the tribe of Benjamin, he muſtered an 
hundred and fourſcore thouſand choſen men, which 
were warriors, to fight againſt the houſe of Ifrael, 
that he might bring that kingdom again under his 
ſubjection. 

But when he was upon his march, the word of God 
came unto Shemaiah, the man of God, commanding 
him to ſpeak unto Rehoboam, and unto all the houſe 
of Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the 

ple (which in 2 Chron. xi. 3. is called, „ all 
Lear in Judah and Benjamin”) which I take to be 
all thoſe of the other tribes (which were intermixed 
with either of thoſe two tribes) and to fay unto them, 
« Thus faith the Lord, ye ſhall not go up nor fighr 
againſt your brethren the children of Iſrael. Return 
every man to his houſe: for this thing is of me.” 
Which meſſage being delivered to them, they obeyed 
the word of the Lord, and returned from going againſt 
Jeroboam. 

This dangerous ſtorm being thus by a divine breath 
blown over, each of the kings uſed his endeavours 
to ſettle and ſtrengthen himſelf in his kingdom, but 
after different manners. For Rehoboam dwelling at 
Jeruſalem, built very many cities for defence in Ju- 
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dah and in Benjamin ; fortifying the ſtrong-holds, and 


placing his own ſons for captains in them, with ſtore 
of proviſions and ammunition; whereby he made them 
exceeding ſtrong. 

But that which ſtrengthened him moſt, and gave 
him the greateſt advantage over his rival Jeroboam, 
was his and his people's cleaving to the Lord, and 
keeping the law of God ; which at firſt, for a while, 
they did: for it is ſaid, They walked for three years 
in the way of David and Solomon; which, with reſpect 
to Svlomon, muſt be underſtood of the time, either be- 
fore he fell into idolatry, or after he repented and 
returned from it. 

Jeroboam, on the contrary, calling to mind, that 
by the law of God, Deut. xvi. 16. all the males of 
Iſrael were to appear before the Lord three times a 
year, in the place which he ſhould chuſe, which was 
now at Jeruſalem, the royal feat of Rehoboam's 
kingdom, he concluded that this would be a means 
to diveſt him of his new kingdom. For (faid he, 
within himſelf) << If this people go up to do facri- 
fice in the houſe of the Lord at Jeruſalem, then will 
their heart turn again to their Lord, and they will kill 
me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah. ' 

Diſtruſt brought fear, and fear led to evil counfel ; 
for, to prevent this ſurmiſed danger, it is ſaid he 
took counſel (either of his own evil heart, or ſome 
inftruments as wicked as himſelf) and made two 
calves of gold; repreſenting thereby the gods of the 
Egyptians, amongſt whom he, for fome time paſt, 
had lived an exile. And, under pretence of eaſing 
his ſubjects of the toil and expence of going up to 
Jeruſalem to worſhip, he faid unto them, It is too 
much for you to go up to Jeruſalem: Behold thy 
2 O Ifrael, which brought thee out of the land 

Eg we. 

Theſe calves he fet, the one in Bethel, the other 
in Dan; the former in the ſouthern quarter, the lat- 
ter in the northern part of his kingdom, that he 
might accommodate his people each way, and pre- 
Vol. II. 1 vent 
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vent their going up to Jeruſalem. But this thing 
became a fin, and is branded for devil-worſhip, 2 Chron. 
xi. 15. 

x "an made alſo an houſe of high-places (which 
the marginal note in the biſhop's bible calls, A temple *, 
where altars were built for idolatry); and prieſts he 
made of the loweſt of the people, who were not of 
the ſons of Levi. For he and his ſons caſt out the 
prieſts and Levites, not ſuffering them to execute the 
prieſt's office unto the Lord; which made the prieſts 
and the Levites throughout Iſrael forſake their ſub- 
urbs, their poſſeſſions, and betake themſelves to 
Judah and Jeruſalem for ſhelter and maintenance. 
And after them came alſo to Jeruſalem, out of all the 
tribes of Iſrael, ſuch as ſet their hearts to ſeek the 
Lord God of Iſrael, to ſacrifice unto the Lord God 
of their fathers. By which means Rehoboam, and 
the kingdom of Judah, was very much ſtrengthened. 

And whereas God had inted the feaſt of ta- 
bernacles to begin on the fifteenth day of the ſeventh 
month, Lev. xxiii. 34. Jeroboam appointed his feaſt 
to begin on the fifteenth day of eighth month; 
which therefore is called, in contempt, The month 
which he had deviſed of his own heart. And per- 
haps he might have this reach in his mind, in ſettling 
his wrong feaſt a month after the right feaſt at Jeru- 
ſalem, that the people of Judah, their own feaſt being 
over, might have opportunity to come to this feaſt of 
1 curioſity and defire of novelty would draw 
them *. | 

At this feaſt of his own appointing, while Jero- 
boam the king ftood by his altar at Bethel*, to 
offer ſacrifice to the calf that he had ſet up there, 
a man of God came out of Judah by the word of 
the Lord, and crying againſt the altar, in the word of 
the Lord, he ſaid, O altar, altar, thus faith the 
Lord, behold a child ſhall be born unto the houſe of 
David, Joſiah by name; and upon thee ſhall he offer 
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the prieſts of the high- places, that burn incenſe upon 
thee, and men's bones ſhall be burnt upon thee.” 

And becauſe this was a prophecy of a future event, 
which none there preſent could live to fee (for Jo- 
fiah, of whom this was predicted, was not born till 
three hundred years after); therefore the man of 
God, to confirm his prophecy, gave a ſign, which 
they ſhould ſee ormed the fame day. This 
(ſaid he) is the fign which the Lord hath ſpoken; 
behold, the altar ſhall be rent, and the aſhes that 
are upon it ſhall be poured out.“ | 

As ſoon as Jeroboam had heard the ſaying of the 
man of God, who had cried againſt the altar in Beth- 
el, he put forth his hand from the altar, and ſaid, Lay 
hold on him ; but his hand, which he put forth againſt 
the man of God, dried up; ſo that he could not pull 
it in again to him. The altar alſo was rent, and the 
aſhes poured out from it, according to the ſign which 
the man of God had given by the word of the Lord. 

Which when the king ſaw, and withal felt himſelf 
deprived of the uſe of his hand, his ſtout heart for 
the preſent relenting, he ſaid unto the man of God, 
«© Intreat now the face of the Lord thy God, and 
pray for me, that my hand may be reſtored me again. 
Whereupon the man of God beſeeching the Lord for 
him, the king's hand was reſtored to him again, and 
became as it was before. 

The king, ſenſible of ſo great a benefit, invited 
the man of God to go home with him, and refreſh 
himſelf ; offering withal to give him a reward. But 
the man of God refuſed ; and without any compli- 
ment, plainly told the king, If he would give him 
half his houſe, he would not go in with him, neither 
would he eat or drink in that place. For fo (ſaid 
he) was it charged me by the word of the Lord, ſay- 
ing, „Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again 
by the ſame way that thou cameſt.” 

And accordingly the man of God went another 
way, and returned not by the way. that he came to 
Bethel. Yet had he the unhappinels to be betrayed, 

I 2 _ through 
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his too eaſy credulity ; and was drawn into 

that ſnare, to the loſs of his life, by the falſe infinua- 

tions of another, which the kindneſs and bounty of 

king Jeroboam had in vain tempted him unto. And 
us ĩt 

There dwelt at that time in Bethel an old pro- 
phet, whoſe ſons, having been abroad, came home, 
and told their father all that the man of God had done 
and ſaid at the altar; which when the old prophet 
had heard, he inquired of them which way the man 
of God went; and calling for his aſs, rode after him. 
And having found him fitting under an oak, he in- 
vited him to go home with him, and eat bread. The 
man of God frankly told him what the command of 
the Lord was to him, and how ſtrict a charge he had 
received, not to eat or drink in that place, nor to go 
back by the ſame way that he came. But the old 

et told him, he was a prophet as well as he; 
and that an angel had ſpoken to him by the word of 
the Lord, and had bidden him bring him back with 
him into his houſe, that he might eat and drink ; in 
which, alas! he hed unto him“. 

Thus the good man, by giving heed to a pretended 
meſſage from an angel, delivered to him at ſecond 
hand by a man (and that too, one he knew =? 
contrary to an expreſs. command from God himſel 
given immediately to himſelf, and miraculouſly con- 
firmed to him, ſuffered himſelf to be miſled to his 
own ruin. For back with the old prophet to 
his houſe, the d 5 the Lord came 3 the old 
prophet, as they ſat eating and drinking at the table; 
and he thereupon cried unto the man of God that 
came from Judah, Thus faith the Lord, Forafmuch 
as thou haſt diſobeyed the mouth of the Lord (the 
word which thou hadſt from his own mouth) and haſt 
not kept the commandment which the Lord thy God 
commanded thee ; but cameft back, and haft eaten 
bread and drank water in the place, of which the 
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Lord did ſay to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no 
water there; thy dead body ſhall not come unto the 
ſepulchre of thy fathers.” 

This, we may conclude, was an hard ſentence to 
the man of God; and the harder, for that it came 
from the mouth of him who had been the miſchie- 
vous inſtrument to betray him into that guilt, which 
had drawn this judgment on him. But as it was a 
trial to him, may he be a warning to others! 

Now after the man of God eaten and drank, 
and was going homewards, a lion met him by the way, 
and flew him, and his dead body was caſt in the way, 
and the aſs on which he rode ſtood by it, and the 
hon alſo; for the lion did not eat the body, nor tear 
the aſs, which was an argument that this was not an 
accidental thing, and that the lion did not kill the 
man for hunger, ſince he did not prey upon the body, 
nor upon the aſs. 

The report of this was ſoon brought, by paſſen- 
gers that obſerved it, to the city where the old 
phet dwelt; who no ſooner heard it, but he faid, 
« Tt is the man of God, who was diſobedient unto 
the word of the Lord: therefore the Lord hath de- 
livered him unto the lion, which hath ſlain him, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord which he ſpake un- 
to him.” Then calling for his aſs, he rode to the 
place, and finding the dead body caſt in the way, 
with the aſs and the lion yet ſtanding by, he took 
up the body of the man of God, and laying it vpon 
the aſs, brought it back to the city, that he might 
mourn over it, and bury it: and having laid the 
body in his own grave, he, with his family, mourned 
over the man of God, ſaying, © Alas, my brother!“ Then 
charging his ſons, he faid, « When 1 am dead, bury 
me in the ſepulchre wherein the man of God is bu- 
ried, and lay my bones beſide his bones: for the ſay- 
ing which he cried, by the word of the Lord, againſt 
the altar in Bethel, and againſt all the houſes of the 
high-places, which are in the cities of Samaria, ſhall 


ſurely come to paſs.” 
13 The 
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The latter part of this ſentence, [viz. againſt all 
the houſes of the high-places which are in the cities 
of Samaria,] may be ſuppoſed to have been added 
by the compiler of this book of the Kings, who 
herein ſpeaks according to the time wherein he lived. 
For we read not in the ſtory before, ver. 1, 2, 3. that 
the man of God cried againſt any other, either place 
or thing, but that altar at Bethel. Nor was the 
city Samaria built when this was tranſacted ; nor un- 
til Omri, having poſſeſſed himſelf of the Iſraelitiſn 
throne (near fifty years after) bought the hill Samaria 
of Shemer for two talents of ſilver, and having built 
the city on it, called it, after the name of Shemer, 
Shomeron, or Samaria, 1 Kings xvi. 24. 

A thing ſo remarkable, and fo publick, as was the 
death of this man of God, may not be ſuppoſed could 
be hid from Jeroboam ”. And very likely it is, that 
although Jeroboam at the firſt was ſtartled, with the 
viſible ſign of the rending of his altar, and the ſen- 
ſible loſs of the uſe of his hand; yet he quickly got 
over both, and ſtrengthened himſelf the more in his 
againſt God, when he underſtood what 


rebellion 


had betallen the man that had propheſied againſt his 
altar. For it follows in the text, After this thing, 
Jeroboam returned not from his evil way ; but made 
again, of the loweſt of the people, prieſts of the high- 
Places: ſo that whoſoever would, he conſecrated him 
to be a prieſt of thoſe places; and this thing became 
fin unto the houſe of Jeroboam, not only to cut it 
off from the kingdom, but even to deftroy it from 
off the face of the earth.” And who knows but thar, 
as after Pharaoh king of Egypt had wilfully hardened 
himſelf againſt God, the Lord ſuffered many things to 
befall him for his further obduration, ſo Jeroboam, 
having knowingly and reſolvedly rebelled againſt God, 
in ſetting up his calves, whereby he not only grie- 


vouſly finned himſelf, but cauſed Ifrael alſo to fin, the 
Lord might ſuffer this to befall his prophet, not only 
” x Kings xiii. 


to 
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to be a general warning to others, how they varied 
from the command of the but for a ſtumbling- block 
in particular to Jeroboam; as he afterward threatened a 
people, who by their fins had highly provoked him, 
+ he would lay ſtumbling-blocks before them, 
er. vi. 21. 

But if Jeroboam was very bad, Rehoboam was not 
very good*. As Nero, the Roman emperor, had his 
quinquennium, a five years good reign, before he de- 
generated fo foully; ſo king Rehoboam had his 
triennium, a three years good reign, wherein he walked 
in the way of David, 2 Chron. x1. 17. before he for- 
ſook the Lord. Bur after thoſe three years were over, 
he and his people Judah did evil in the fight of the 
Lord, and provoked him to jealouſy with their fins 
that they committed, above all that " fathers had 
done. For they alſo built them high-places and images, 
and groves on every high hill, and under every green 
tree: and there were ſodomites alſo in the land, and 
they did according to all the abominations of the 
nations, which the Lord had caſt out before the chil- 
dren of Iſrael. 

Wherefore the Lord chaſtiſed them by Shiſhak king 
of Egypt, who,. in the fifth year of Rehoboam, 
came up againſt Jeruſalem with twelve hundred 
chariots, and threeſcore thouſand horſemen, and an 
innumerable company of people with him out — 
Egypt, the Lubims, the Sukkiims, and the Ethio- 
pians: and with this great army, having taken the 


tenced cities which belonged to Judah and Benjamin, 
he marched to Jeruſalem. 


And when fear had ſeized upon them, came She- 
maiah the prophet to Rehoboam, and to the princes 
of Judah, who were gathered together becauſe of 
Shiſhak, and this ſhort meſſage he delivered to 
them: Thus ſaith the Lord, „ Ye have forſaken we: 
and therefore have I alſo left you in the hand of 


* Kings xiv. 2 Chron. xii, | 
I 4 When 


120 SACRED HISTORY. Part III. 


When they heard this, both the princes and the king, 
humbling themſelves, ſaid, The Lord is righteous. 
And when the Lord ſaw that they humbled themſelves, 
the word of the Lord came to the prophet Shemaiah 
again, ſaying, They have humbled themſelves ; * there- 
fore I will not deſtroy them, but I will grant them 
ſome deliverance, and my wrath ſhall not be poured 
fully out upon Jerufalem by the hand of Shiſhak ; 
nevertheleſs they ſhall be his ſervants, that they may 
know the difference between my ſervice, and the fer- 
vice of the kingdoms of the countries.” 

So the king of Egypt, entering Jeruſalem, took 
away the treaſures of the houſe of the Lord” (the 
Lord ſo permitting it) and the treaſures of the king's 
houſe, he even took away all; carrying away alſo the 
ſhields of gold which Solomon had made, 2 Chron. 
ix. 15, 16. Inſtead of which, king Rehoboam at- 
terwards made ſhields of braſs, and committed them 
to the care of the chief of his guards that kept the 
entrance of the king's houſe ; and when the king en- 
tered into the houſe of the Lord, the guards came 
and fetched the ſhields, and brought them again into 
the guard-chamber. 

As this depredation by the Egyptian king brought 
heavineſs upon Judah, fo another occaſion offered, 
which brought forrow upon the Ifraclitiſh court. For 
young Akyah, king Jeroboam's fon, a prince of good 
hope, falling ſick, the king, his father, willing to 
know of the prophet Ahijah what would become of 
the child, yet not willing the prophet ſhould know 
that it was his child, deſired his wife to diſguiſe her- 
ſelf, that it might not be known who ſhe was, and fo 
to go and inquire of the prophet. Wherein he ſuf- 
ficiently ſhewed his folly, in thinking the prophet, as 
a prophet, could tell what ſhould become of the child, 
and yet could not tell whoſe child it was. 

The queen, however, diſguiſing herſelf, as her huſ- 
band had directed, and taking with her a preſent for 
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the prophet of ten loaves of bread, ſome wafer- 
cakes, and a cruſe or pot of honey, went te Shiloh, 
to the houſe where the prophet Ahijah dwelt. 

He, good man, through extreme age, had loſt his 
fight. But before ſhe came in, the Lord had faid un- 
to him, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh to aſk 
a thing of thee for her ſon, for he is fick : thus, and 
thus, ſhalt thou ſay unto her, for ſhe will feign herſelf 
to be another woman. 

When therefore Ahijah heard the ſound of her feet, 
as ſhe came in at the door, he ſaid, Come in, thou 
wife of Jeroboam : why feigneſt thou thyſelf to be 
another? for I am ſent to thee with heavy news.” 
Then, without ſtaying for her meſſage to him, he 
began his meſſage thus: © Go, tell Jeroboam, thusfaith 
the Lord God of Ifracl, Foraſmuch as I exalted 
thee from among the people, and made thee prince 
over my people Iſrael, and rent the kingdom away 
from the houſe of David, and gave it to thee, and yet 
thou haſt not been as my ſervant David, who kept 
my commandments, and who followed me with all 
his heart, to do that only which was right in mine 
eyes, but haſt done evil above all that were before 
thee (for thou haſt gone and made thee other gods, 
and molten images, to provoke me to anger, and 
haſt caſt me behind thy back): therefore, behold, I 
will bring evil upon the houſe of Jeroboam, and will 
cut off * Jeroboam every male, and him that is 
ſhut up and left in Iſrael; and will take away the 
— of the houſe of Jeroboam, as a man taketh 
away dung, till it be all gone. Him that dieth of 
Jeroboam in the city ſhall the dogs eat; and him 
that dieth in the Feld ſhall the fowls of the air eat; 
for the Lord God hath ſpoken it. Arife thou there- 
fore, get thee to thine own houſe ; and when thy feet 
ſhall enter in, the child ſhall die: and all Ifrael ſhall 
mourn for him and bury him, becauſe in him there is 
found fome good thing towards the Lord God of 
Iſrael, in the houſe of Jeroboam. Moreover, added 
he, the Lord will raiſe him up a king over Ifracl, on 
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ſhall cut off the houſe of Jeroboam in that day.” 
Then ſtopping on a ſudden (as it were correcting 
himſelf) he ſaid, © But what, even now.” By thoſe 
abrupt ſpeeches, ſignifying, that he needed not have 
ſpoken in the future naſe [ike Lord will raife him up 
a king:] for he was even now already in being. 
Then purſuing his former ſubject, he added, For 
the Lord will ſmite Iſrael as a reed is ſhaken in the 
water (that is, by continual commotions in the king- 
dom); and he will root up Iſrael out of this 
which he gave to their fathers, and will ſcatter 
1 the river Eupl 3 they have 

ir groves, ing Lord to anger; 
will give up Iſrael, becauſe of the ſins of ; 
who not only ſinned himſelf, but made Iſrael 


With this doleful meſſage Jeroboam's wife depart- 
ing, returned to Tirzah (which was then the royal 
city before Samaria was built) and when ſhe came to 
the threſhold of the door, the child died. And they 
buried him, and all Iſrael mourned for him, according 
to the word of the Lord, which he ſpake by his ſer- 
vant Ahijah the prophet. 

As for Rehoboam, the king of Judah, though he 
lived twelve years after Shiſhak king of had 
ſacked Jeruſalem, and brought him into ſubjection; yet 
we read not much of his publick acts afterwards. It 
is faid, indeed, there were wars between Rehoboam 
and Jeroboam continually, 2 Chron, xii. 15. but 
with what ſucceſs is not mentioned. Of his wives 
and children there is mention, 2 Chron. xi. 18. and 
he ſeems to be an uxorious man, for he is ſaid to 
have defired a multitude of wives, ver. 23. And it 
appears he took eighteen wives and threeſcore con- 
cubines, and begat _ and twenty ſons and three- 
ſcore daughters. And as of all his wives and con- 
cubines he loved Maachah beſt, (who is alſo called Mi- 
chaiah, 2 Chron. xiii. 2, and there ſaid to be the 


21 Kings xiv, 3 Chron. xii. 


daughter 
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daughter of Uriel of Gibea; but in 2 Chron. xi. 21. 
ſhe is called the daughter of Abſalom, as in 1 Kings 
xv. 2. the daughter of Abiſhalom, from which, by 
contraction, is drawn Abſalom ; not the rebellious ſon 
of David, whoſe iſſue failed, 2 Sam. xviii. 18. but 
another of Gibeah in Benjamin, who is ſuppoſed to 
be the father of Uriel, and fo Maachah to be grand- 
daughter of this Abiſhalom or Abſalom) fo of all 
his ſons, he made Abijah, called alſo Abyam, 1 Kings 
xiv. 31. whom he had by his beloved wife Maachah, 
chief ; preferring him to be ruler among his brethren, 
as deſigning him for his ſucceſſor in the kingdom, 
2 Chron. x1. 21, 22, 

And though, from his ill-adviſed anſwer to his 
people at his coming to the crown, whereby he loſt 
ten parts out of twelve of his kingdom, he is in com- 
mon ſpeech branded with folly ; yet, with reſpe& to 
his adminiſtration, after he was ſettled in the go- 
vernment, he is faid to have dealt wiſely, ver. 23. 
However, in the ſeventeenth year of his reign, which 
was the eight and fiftieth year of his age, he ſlept 
with his — and was buried in the city of David, 
and Abijah his ſon reigned in his ſtead. 

It was in the eighteenth year of Jeroboam king of 
Iſrael *, that Abijah began to reign over Judah. And 
though his reign was but ſhort (for he reigned but 
three years) yet he did more than his father had done 
in his longer reign of ſeventeen years. For, reſolving 
to give battle to Jeroboam, he led forth an army of 
valiant men of war, conſiſting of four hundred thou- 
ſand fighting men, | 

Jeroboam too, as he had a larger kingdom, intend- 
ing to overpower him with numbers, drew up an 
army againſt him, of eight hundred thouſand choſen 
men, being mighty men of yalour. 

Abijah, nothing daunted at the double number of 
his enemy's forces, when the battle was ſet in array 


on both fides, ſtanding up upon mount Zemeraim, 


A. M. 3047, d Kings xv. 
which 
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which is mount Ephraim, thus beſpake the adverſe 


army : 
« Hear me, thou Jeroboam, and all Iſrael. Ought 
ye not to know, that the Lord God of Iſrael gave 
the kingdom over Iſrael to David for ever; even to 
him, and to his ſons, by a covenant of falt (which, 
as the property of it is to preſerve things pu- 
trefaction, is an emblem of duration and ſtability ); 
et Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, the ſervant of So- 
fre the fon of David, is riſen up, and hath rebelled 
againſt his lord; and there gathered unto him vain 
men, the children of Belial, and have ſtrengthened 
themſelves againſt Rehoboam the fon of Solomon, 
when Rehoboam was but young (in the government) 
and tender-hearted, and could not withſtand them. 
And now ye think to withſtand the kingdom of the 
Lord, in the hand of the fons of David, and ye be a 
great multitude; and there are with you golden- 
calves, which Jeroboam made for Have 
ye not caſt out the prieſts of the Lord, and the 
Levites; and have made you prieſts after the 
manner of the of other lands? fo that who- 
ſoever cometh to conſecrate himſelf with a young 
bullock and ſeven rams (a way of your own de- 
viſing) the ſame may be prieft to them that are no 
But as for us, the is our God, and we 
ave not forſaken him; and the prieſts, which mini- 
ſter unto the Lord, are the ſons of Aaron, and the 
Levites wait upon their buſineſs; and they burn unto 
the Lord, every morning every evening, burnt- 
ſacrifices and ſweet incenſe; the ſhew-bread alſo they 
ſet in order upon the pure table, and the candleſtick 
of gold, with the lamps thereof, to burn every even- 
ing ; for we keep the charge of the Lord our God, 
but ye have forſaken him. And behold, God himſelf 
is with us for our captain, and his prieſts, with ſound- 
ing trumpets, are ready to cry alarm againſt you, 
Wherefore. © children of Ifrael ! fight ye not againſt 
the Lord God of your fathers, for ye ſhall not 


pr oſper. ; 
While 
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While thus Abijah was expoſtulating with the Iſrael- 
itiſh army, Jeroboam, more mindful how he might, 
by adding policy to force, obtain the more full and 
eaſy victory, cauſed a part of his army to fetch a 
compaſs, and place themſelves in ambuſh behind Ju- 
dah. So that when Abijah had ended his oration, 
the men of Judah, looking back, found themſelves 
incloſed by their enemies, battle being both before 


and behind them. 

In this ſtreight they cried unto the Lord, and the 
prieſts ſou with the trumpets ; then gave the 
men of Judah a ſhout, and God, regarding the cry of 
Judah, ſmote Jeroboam and Iſrael before Abijah and 
Judah. W the children of Iſrael fled before 
Judah ; and having delivered them into their 
hand, Abijah and his people ſlew them with a very 
laughter: ſo that there fell down lain of Iſrael 
ve hundred thouſand choſen men. 

Very memorable was this battle, and may well be 
reckoned for one of the battles of the Lord ; where- 
in four hundred thouſand men, under the diſadvantage 
of an ambuſh, put eight hundred thouſand valiant 
men to flight, and flew five hundred thouſand of them 
upon the place. | 

Thus the children of Iſrael, who were wholly fallen 
away to idolatry, were brought under at that 
time ; and the children of Judah (though not fo good 
as they ſhould have been, yet comparatively „ a8 
being better than Iſrael) prevailed, becauſe they (at 
this time at leaſt) relied upon the Lord God of their 
fathers. 

The battle — over, * 72 he might 
improve his victory, purſued after Jeroboam, and 
took from him divers confiderable cities, with the 
towns and territories belonging to them, of which 
Bethel was one, where Jeroboam had ſet up one of 
his calf-idols; by which means Jeroboam was fo 
| weakened, that he never recovered ſtrength again in 

the days of Abjjah. | _ 


126 SACRED HISTORY. Part II. 


But Abijah very great; and having enlarged 
his funky. 5 1 wives, and beget- 
ting two and twenty ſons, and ſixteen daughters, he 
flept with his fathers (which is a periphraſis of dying) 
and was buried in the city of David. The reſt of 
his acts, and his ways and ſayings, were recorded in 
the commentaries of Iddo the prophet, a book long 
fince loſt. 

To Abijah ſucceeded his fon Aſa in the kingdom 
of Judah, in the twentieth year of the reign of Je- 
roboam over Iſrael . And becauſe his heart was per- 
fe with the Lord, and he did that which was right 
and good in the eyes of the Lord his God, he had a 
peaceable entry to his throne, and the land was 
quiet for the firſt ten years of his reign, that he might 
reform the abuſes which had been brought in under 
the former reigns. Accordingly applying himſelf to 
the work, he firſt removed the ſ ites out of the 
land. Then he took away the altars of the 
* and the high- places“ (as far as he could) and 

rake down the images, and cut down the groves, 
throughout all the cities of Judah. And becauſe 
Maachah, his mother, had made an idol in a grove, 
he not only deſtroyed her idol, but removed her from 
8 And having brought into the houſe of 
the the holy things, which his father and him- 
ſelf had dedicated (veſſels of ſilver and of gold) he 
commanded Judah to ſeek the Lord God of their 
fathers, and to _ the law. 

In this time alſo of peace and tranquillity he 
builded cities in Judah, which he fenced with walls 
and towers, and with gates and bars, for the ſtrength 
and ſecurity of his kingdom. 

But after this ten years time of quiet, a ſtorm roſe 
upon Judah; for Zerah, the Ethiopian king, came 
forth againſt them with a mighty hoſt. Aſa was not 
unprovided, but had a conſiderable army in readineſs, 
of five hundred and fourſcore thouſand valiant fight- 


© A.M. 3050. * 2 Chron, xiv. © A.M. 3060. 
ing 
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ing men, well armed, which he led forth againſt 
the Ethiopians. But Zerah's hoſt was well nigh 
_ the number; for it conſiſted of a thouſand 
- #4 men, deſides three hundred cha- 

ing himſelf ſo much over- 
— in of hy * himſelf to the Lord 
his God for help: and in an humble confidence cry- 
ing unto him, fad, « Lord, It is nothing with thee 
to y 4 whether with many, or with them that have 
no power. Help us, O Lord our God, for we rely 
on thee, and in thy name we go againſt this multi- 
rude. O Lord, thou art our God, let no man pre- 
vail againſt thee.” 

So acceptable was this ſhort but hearty prayer of 
Aſa's to the Lord, that he thereupon ſmote the Ethio- 
plans, and cauſed them to fly before Aſa and Judah, 
who purſued them even to Gerar (which ſignifics a 
2 ) —_ they received fo an overthrow, 
ould not recover themſelves. Wherefore 
Aſs and his Lord ha ſmote all the cities round abour 
Gerar (the having ſtruck a terror into them) ; 
and when they en the ſpoils of the cities, 
which = = =u ſtore of plunder, and the 
ſpoil of their enemy's hoſt, they 2 alſo the tents 
of them that kept . and carry ing away ſheep 
and camels in abundance, they returned to Jeruſa- 
lem. 

But the Spirit of the Lord coming upon Azariah, 
the ſon of Oded (whom ſome take to be the fame with 
the prophet Iddo, mentioned before, chap. xiit. 22.) 
he went out to meet Afa, and faid unto him, Hear 
ye me, Aſa, and all Judah and Benjamin, the Lord is 

with you, while ye are with him; and if ye ſeek 
him he will be found of you (as ye have had expe- 
rience in this tion ): but, notwithſtanding that, 
if ye forſake him he will forſake you“. Now, 
tor a long ſeaſon, Iſrael hath been without the true 


f 1 Kings xv. 2 Chron. xv. 


God, 


 fervice 
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God, and without a teaching-prieft, and without law. 
And in thoſe times there was no ſafety, either in going 
out, or coming in, but great vexations were upon all 
the inhabitants of the countries, and nation was de- 
of nation, and city of city; for God did vex 
them with all adverſity. But when in their trouble 
they did turn unto the Lord God of Iſrael, and 
fought him, he was found of them. © Be ye ſtrong 
therefore, and let not your hands be weak, for your 
work ſhall be rewarded.” 

When Aſa had heard theſe words, and the prophe- 
cy alſo of Oded the prophet (or rather, perhaps, of 
Ahijah the prophet, mentioned in 1 Kings xiv. from 
ver. 7. to 17. and recorded by Oded, which it is pro- 
bable Azariah might then ſhew him) he took courage, 
and put away the reſt of the abominable idols out of 
all the land of Judah and Benjamin, and out of the ci- 
ties which he had taken from mount Ephraim; and 
having renewed the altar of the Lord, which was be- 
fore the h of the Lord's houſe, he gathered toge- 
ther all Judah and Benjamin, and the ftrangers with 
them, out of Ephraim and Manaſſeh, and out of Si- 
meon (for ſo they are called, who out of the other tribes 
fell to him; and they fell to him out of Ifrael in 
abundance, when they ſaw that the Lord his God 
was with him). And being thus aſſembled at Jeru- 
ſalem in the third month (in which the feaſt of weeks, 
or of harveſt, commanded by God, Exod. xxiii. 16. 
and Deut. xvi. 16. happened to fall) in the fifteenth 
year of the reign of Aſa, they offered unto the Lord, 
of the ſpoil which they had brought, ſeven hundred 
oxen, and ſeven thouſand ſheep ; and at the ſame 
time entered into a covenant, that they would ſeck 
the Lord God of their fathers with all their heart 
and foul ; ſo that whoſoever, whether ſmall or great, 
man or woman, would not feek the Lord God of II- 
reel, ſhould be put to death. This covenant they 
confirmed by unto the Lord, which they took fo 


chearfully and heartily, that the Lord accepted their 
Gala, and gave them reit round about. 
But 
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But while things thus mended in Judah, ſome con- 
ſiderable changes happened among the Iſraelites. For 
Jeroboam did not long ſurvive the overthrow he had 
received from Abijah; but being ſmitten of God, he 
died in the firſt or ſecond year of Aſa king of Judah. 
And Nadab his ſon, who ſucceeded di, bed in his 
kingdom and in his fins, had ſcarce completed two 
years reign, when Baaſha, of the houſe of Iſſachar, 
conſpiring againſt him, flew him at the ſiege of Gib- 
bethon, a town belonging to the Danites, but held 
then by the Philiſtines. 

Baaſha, by this means poſſeſſing himſelf of the 
Ifrachtiſh throne, ſmote all the houſe of Jeroboam, 
until he had utterly deſtroyed him, not leaving one of 
his family alive, to the fulfilling the ſaying of the 
Lord, which he ſpake by his ſervant Ahijah the Shi- 
lonite © ; © Becauſe of the fins of Jeroboam, which he 
ſinned, and which he made Iſrael fin by his provo- 
cation, wherewith he provoked the Lord God of Iſ- 
rael to anger.” 

But though Baaſha thus ſeverely 2 1 juſt 
judgment of God upon Jeroboam's houſe, yet he him- 
Telf departed not — Jeroboam's ſins, but did evil 
in the fight of the Lord, walking in the way of je- 
roboam, and in his fin, wherewith he made Iſrael 
to fin. For as Jeroboam ſet up his 1dol-calves at 
firſt, to keep the Iſraelites, his ſubjects, from going 
up to worſhip at Jeruſalem (whither God had com- 
manded them to go) leſt he ſhould thereby loſe his 
people and kingdom; fo Baaſha, obſerving his ſubjects 
out of all s of Iſrael fell in great numbers to 
Aſa king of Judah, when they ſaw the Lord his God 
was with him, and that he had begun a good work of 
reformation, went up with his forces againſt Judah, and 
built Ramah; to intent that he might let none 
(any more) go out or come in to Aſa king of Judah. 
Aſa, not thinking himſelf ſtrong enough to en- 
counter Baaſha, took all the ſilver and gold that was 
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left in the treaſures of the houſe of the Lord, and the 
treaſures of his own houſe alſo, and ſending them for 
a preſent to Benhadad king of Syria (whoſe ſeat was 
then at Damaſcus) put him in mind, by his ambaſſa- 
dors, of the league that had antiently been between 
them and their fathers; requeſting him to break his 
league with Baaſha, and cauſe him to give over his 
enterpriſe, and to from him. 

Benhadad, tem with ſo rich a preſent, ſent his 
armies againſt the cities of Iſrael, and ſmote divers 
of them ; which when Baaſha heard of, he left build- 
ing Ramah, and returned to Tirzah, his royal city 
(for Samaria was not yet built) that he might take 
care of his own affairs. And as ſoon as Baaſha was 
gone with his forces, Aſa, by proclamation, calling 
in all Judah to the work, pulled down the building 
which Baaſha had ſet up at Ramah, and carrying 
away the ſtones and timber thereof, did therewith 
build two cities for himſelf, Gebah of Benjamin, and 
Mizpah. 

2 king Aſa was thus employed, Hanani 
the ſeer came unto him, and fſaid®, ©« Becauſe thou 
haſt relied on the king of Syria, and not on the Lord 
thy God, therefore is the hoſt of the king of Syria 
eſcaped out of thy hund; that is, have withdrawn 
themſelves, and left thee open to thy enemy, and deſti- 
tute of help, if he ſhould aſſault thee again. Then 
reminding him of the great deliverance God had 
formerly given him from Zerah the Ethiopian king, 
he put him to conſider how great an hoſt the Ethio- 

ians and Lubims were (much greater than that of 
Baaſha, which he was fo afraid of) and yet, becauſe 
he then relied on the Lord, the Lord delivered them 
into his hands. © For the eyes of the Lord (faid the 
2 run to and fro through the whole earth, that 

may ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the behalf of them 
whoſe heart is perfect towards him.” Then, for a con- 
eluſion, he tells him plainly and bluntly, «© Herein thou 


k 1 Kings xvi. 2 Chron. xvi. 
haſt 
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haſt done fooliſhly: therefore from henceforth thou 
ſhalt have wars.” 

This plain-dealing, though from a man of God, 
king Aſa, as good as he was, could not brook ; but 
being wroth with the ſeer, put him into priſon: 
for he was in a rage with him becauſe of this thing. 
And whether the people took the ſeer's part, or for 
what other reaſon, is uncertain; but it ſeems the king 
ſome of the people at the fame time. 
ter treatment had Jehu, the fon of this Hanani 
the ſeer, from Baaſha king of Iſrael, unto whom the 
Lord fent him to denounce his judgment in theſe 
terms: 

C Foraſmuch as I exalted thee out of the duſt, and 
made thee prince over my people Iſrael, and thou 
haſt walked in the way of Jeroboam, and haſt made 
my people Iſrael to fin, and to provoke me to anger 
with their fins : behold, I will take away the poſteri- 
ty of Baaſha, and the poſterity of his houſe, and will 
make thy houſe like the houſe of Jeroboam the fon 
of Nebat. Him that dieth of Baaſha in the city, 
ſhall the dogs eat; and him that dieth of his in the 
fields, ſhall the fowls of the air eat.” 

This was ſharp and home; yet we do not read that 
Baaſha fell foul on the prophet for delivering to him 
this dreadful doom. 

So little agreement is there of chronology in the 
reigns of theſe kings*, and ſome others, after the 
diviſion of the kingdom, that I will not pretend to 

ive an exact account thereof; eſpecially ſince the clue 
I have hitherto moſtly followed doth here, as in 
ſome other places, fail me. 

Probable it is, that Baaſha did not live long after 
the judgment, mentioned before, was delivered to 
him by the man of God. He is faid to have ſlept 
with his fathers, and Elah his ſon to have ſucceeded 
him in the fix-and-twentieth year of Aſa king of Ju- 
dah, 1 Kings xvi. ver. 6. and 8. yet Baaſha's expedition 
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againſt Aſa, in order to build Ramah, is faid to be 
in the ſix - and-thirtieth year of the reign of Aſa, 
2 Chron. xvi. 1. 

Some I know (as Tremellius and Junius) to recon- 
cile this difference, would have that fix-and-thirtieth 
year to relate (not to Afa's reign, but) to the date of 
the kingdom of Judah, from the diviſion of the king- 
dom of Ifracl, at Rehoboam's coming to the crown; 
and to be but the fourteenth year of the reign of 
Aſa. But I fee not how that can be, ſince this expe- 
dition of Baaſha, for the building of Ramah, was 
ſome time after Aſa had defeated the Ethiopian king; 
for Hanani the ſeer upbraided Aſa with having for- 

en the deliverance God had given him from the 
thiopians, when he craved help of the Syrians againſt 
Baaſha. And yet that defeat of the Ethiopians, or at 
| leaſt the covenant for reformation, which thereupon 
Judah entered into, is exprefly placed in the third 
month of the fifteenth year of king Aſa's reign. So 
that that ſix- and-thirtieth year, in which Baaſha is 
ſaid to go up to build Ramah (and which ſeems to have 
been a while after the reformation-covenant 
made in Afa's fifteenth year ; for upon the making of 
that covenant, the Lord gave them reſt round abour, 
2 Chron. xv. 15.) can by no good computation be 
made to be the fourteenth year of Aſa's reign. I con- 
jecture, therefore, that this difference has been occa- 
fioned through a ſlip of ſome tranſcriber's But 
leaving others to their own conjectures alſo, having 
given this hint, to ſecure myſelf from the reader's 
cenſure in point of chronology, too difficult in theſe 
times to be made exactly out, I reſume the thread of 
the ſtory. | 
Baaſha dying in the fix-and-twentieth year of the reign 
of king Aſa, Elah his fon ſucceeded him, and reigned over 
Iſrael two years, or rather part of two years: for in his ſe- 
cond year, he being in Tirzah, drinking in the houſe 
of Arza his ſteward, his ſervant Zimri, captain of half 
his chariots, having conſpired againſt him, went in and 

killed 
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killed him, in the ſeven · and-twentieth year of Aſa, 
and reigned in his ſtead. 

And although his reign was very ſhort (for he 
reigned but ſeven days) yet in that ſhort time, and 
as ſoon as he fat on his throne, as if he had been 
raiſed for nothing elſe but to execute the j nt 
of the Lord, denounced by the prophet Jehu, againſt 
the houfe of Baaſha, he flew all the family of Baaſha, 
not leaving him one alive, either of his kinsfolks or 
friends. 

Mean while, the army being encam againſt 
Gibbethon (then held from Iſrael by the Philiſtines) 
and hearing there that Zimri had not only conſpired 
againſt, but alſo flain Elah their king, they made 
Omri, the captain of the hoſt, king over Iſrael that 
day in the camp. | 

Ornri, thereupon raiſing his ſiege from before Gib- 
bethon, led his army up to Tirzah, the royal city, 
and there beſieged Zimr *, who, not able to defend 
the place when he ſaw the city was taken, went into 
the royal palace, and ſetting it on fire, burnt both it, 
and himſelf in it, and fo died. 

Then were the people of Iſrael divided into two 
parts; half the people following Tibni, the ſon of 


Ginath, to make him king; and the other half fol- 


lowing Omri. But Omri's party in tune prevailing, 
Tibni died, and Omri reigned. 

He is ſaid to have begun his reign over Iſrael in 
the one-and-thirtieth year of Aſa king of Judah, and 
to have reigned twelve years; and his fon Ahab to 
have ſucceeded him, in the eight-and-thirtieth year 
of Aſa; which cannot be, unleis Omri's twelve years 
be computed from Elah's death, and take in the time 
wherein Tibni and Omri were competitors for the 
crown, which is ſuppoſed to have been four years; 
and on that reckoning it will come near the matter. 
However, Qmri wrought evil in the eyes of the 
Lord, and did worſe than all that had been before 


* A. M. 3075. : 
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him; for he not only walked in all the ways of Jero- 
boam the ſon of Nebat, and in his fin wherewith he 
made Iſrael to fin, to provoke the Lord God of Ifracl 
to anger with their vanities ; but he made laws (cal- 
led long after the Statutes of Omri) to bind the le 
thereunto, as err 
Micah, ch. vi. 16. 

As for his publick acts, though it is le there 
might be ſome that were remarkable, becauſe we 
are here referred to the book of the Chronicles of the 
kings of Iſrael for them, and for his might which 
he ſhewed ; yet there being no mention of his acts, 
or of his might, in the books of the Chronicles now 
extant, we can give no further account of him, ſave 
that he bought the hill of Samaria of Shemer for 
two talents of filver (in value ſeven hundred and fif- 
ty pounds ſterling) and thereupon built the city, 
which from Shemer he called Samaria, and which 
was - afterwards the metropolis and royal feat of the 
Ifraelitiſh kingdom. 

To him fucceeded Ahab his fon, in the eight- and 
thirtieth year of Aſa king of Judah, who reigning 
two-and-twenty-years over Iſrael in Samaria, did fo 
far outſtrip his father in wickedneſs, that he is ſaid 
to have done evil in the ſight of the Lord above 
all that were before him; and to have provoked the 
Lord God of Iirael to anger more than all the kings 
of Iſrael that went before him had done. For as 
if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the 
fins of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, he took to wife 
Jezebel, the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zido- 
nians; and having thereupon built an houſe for Baal 
in Samaria, and reared up an altar to Baal therein, 
he ſerved Baal, and worſhipped him, and made a grove 
for idols. 

By theſe abominations highly provoked, the Lord 
fent Elijah the Tiſhbite (who is alſo called Elias, 


1 z Kings xvii, 


Luke 
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Luke iv. 25.) to denounce a j againſt Ii 
who, coming unto Ahab, ſaid, As the Lord 
of Iſrael liveth, before whom I ſtand (that is, whom 
I wait upon, or whoſe ſervant I am) there ſhall not be 
either rain or dew theſe years (to wit, three years and 
fix months: for ſo both our Saviour, in Luke iv. 
25. and the apoſtle James, chap. v. 17. bound the 
time) but according to my word,” that is, as the Lord 


ſhall ſpeak by me. 

22 t had delivered this , that 
he might himſelf be out of the reach of the famine 
which this drought would produce, and out of the 
reach of the wrathful king, the word of the Lord came 
to him in“, ſaying, * Get thee hence, and turn 
thee eaſtward, and hide thyſelf by the brook Cherith, 
which is before Jordan : of which brook thou ſhalt 
— * and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee 

ve.” 

Thither therefore went Elijah, as the Lord had 
appointed him ; and taking up his abode by the brook, 
the ravens brought him bread and fleſh morning and 
evening, and he drank of the brook; but it came to 
paſs - 4 a while, that the brook dried up, becauſe 
there had been no rain in the land. 

Then came the word of the Lord to him again, 
faying, © Get thee to Zarephath (called Luke 
Iv. 26.) a town belonging to Zidon, and dwell there; 
for I have commanded a widow woman there to ſuſ- 
tain thee.” So he aroſe, and went to 


and coming to the gate of the city, faw the widow 


woman there gathering of ſticks; and calling to her, 
he defired her to fetch him a little water, that he might 

As ſhe was going to fetch it, he called to her 
again, deſiring her to bring a morſel of bread in her 
hand. Whereupon ſhe anfwered, As the Lord thy 
God liveth, I have not ſo much as a cake, but an 


= A, M, 3087, 
K 4 
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handful only of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a 
cruſe: and behold, I am gathering a few ſticks, that 
I may go in, and dreſs it for me and my ſon, that 


we may eat it; and then I expect no other, but to 
die for want of more food. 


Then ſaid Elijah to her, Fear not, go and do as 
thou haſt ſaid ; but make me thereof a little cake 
firſt, and bring it unto me; and afterwards make for 
thee and thy fon. For thus faith the Lord God of 
Iſrael, The barrel of meal ſhall not waſte, neither 
ſhall the cruſe of oil fail, until the day that the Lord 
ſhall ſend rain upon the earth.” 

The woman, whoſe heart the Lord had be- 
fore diſpoſed to receive the prophet (though ſhe 
knew him not) made no diſpute, but did accordin 
as he bid her; and ſhe, and he, and her family, did 
eat (of this little ſtore) many days: for the barrel of 
meal waſted not, neither did the — of oil fail; but 
held out, according to the word of the Lord, which 
he ſpake by Elijah. 

But though this woman and her ſon, for her care 
of the prophet, were preſerved alive from the famine ; 3 

et after this, and while the prophet yet tarried with 
— it came to paſs that the woman's ſon fell ſick; 
and his ſickneſs was fo fore, that there was no breath 
1 which is a periphraſis of dying. Where- 
the ſorrowful mother, coming to Elijah, faid, 
CC «© What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God ? 
Art thou come unto me, to call my fin to remembrance, 
and to flay my ſon ?” 

Elijah thereupon wiſhed her to give him her ſon, 
and withal wk him out of her boſom; and car- 
rying him u — the chamber where he uſed to lie, 
he laid him pon his own bed; and crying unto 
the Lord, ſaid, "0 Lad aw God, haſt thou alſo 
brought evil upon the widow, "wich whom 1 ſojourn, 
by ſlaying her fon?” Then ſtretching himſelf upon the 
child three times, he till cried unto the Lord, ſay- 


? A. M. 3096, 


ing, 
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ing, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's 
foul come into him again.” And the Lord was graciouſly 
pleaſed to hear the voice of his ſervant Elijah, S that the 
foul of the child came into him again, and he revived. 
Then took Elijah the child, and brought him down 
out of the chamber into the houſe, and delivering 
him to his mother, ſaid, See, thy child is alive.” 
At which the joyful mother ſaid, Now by this I 
know that thou art a man of God, and that the 
word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.” 

When the time was near expired which God had 
appointed for the drought to laſt, the word of the 


Lord came to Elijah, ſaying, Go, ſhew thyſelf un- 


to Ahab, and I will fend rain upon the earth.” 
Whereupon Elijah fet forward to go unto Ahab. 
But in the mean while, the famine raging ſorely 
throughout Iſrael, Ahab calling to him Obadiah, the 
governor of his houſe, a man that greatly feared the 
Lord, and ſhewed it by preſerving the Lord's pro- 
phets, when Jezebel cut many of them off; he ſaid 
unto him, Let us through the land, unto all 
fountains of water, and unto all brooks, to ſee if we 
can find graſs to ſave the horſes and mules alive, 
that we loſe not all the beaſts*.” 

Dividing 8 the land between them, with 
intention to ſearch it thoroughly, Ahab the king, 
without guard or attendance, went one way by him- 
ſelf, and Obadiah went another way by himſelf. And 
Providence fo diſpoſing, it fell out, that as Obadiah 
was on his way, Elyah met him ; and Obadiah know- 
ing him, fell on his face, and with joy ſaid, Art 
thou that my Lord Elijah?“ I am, replied he: and 
therefore go tell thy lord, that Elijah is here. 

Alas! faid Obadiah, What great offence have I 
committed, that thou ſhouldſt deliver thy ſervant in- 
to the hand of Ahab to ſlay me? As the Lord thy 
God liveth, there is no nation or kingdom (that is 
ſubject to or in league with Iſrael) whither the king 


? 3 Kings xvill 


hath 
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be made, it ſhall a to you that the Lord is God, 
fallow him ; but if Baal, then follow him.” But the 
doubtful people 1 him not a word. 

Then ſaid Elijah to them, I, even I only (that 
I know of) remain a het; but oy of 
Baal (beſides the four ded ponds the groves, 
who were not come) are 2 hundred and 
fifty men. Let therefore, for the deciding of this 
controverſy, be two bullocks given us, and let them 
chooſe out one of the two bullocks for themſelves, 
and let them cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, 
but put no fire under. And I will drefs the other 
bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under 


neither. And = cb ſaid he) to Baal's pro- 
phets) on the name RA ) curing 


I will a on 
the name of the Lord ; perf REESE 
fire, let him be God. 2 

This propoſition ſo pleaſed the people, that they 
ſaid it is well ſpoken. Come then, ſaid Elijah to the 
prophets of Baal, ſeeing ye are many, do ye begin. 
« Chooſe ye one of the bullocks for yourſelves, and 
dreſs it, and call on the name of your gods ; but put 
no fire under.” 

The prophets, thus provoked, took their bullock, 
and dreſſed it, and called on the name of Baal from 
morning even until noon, ſaying, © Baal hear us.” 
But there was no voice, nor any that anſwered. 
Whereupon they leaped either upon the altar, or up 
and down at or have the altar that was made. 

When they had thus toiled themſelves till noon, 
Elijah (not in a light ſpirit, but in an holy zeal againſt 
their idolatry and contempt of their idol, and the 
more effectually to expoſe them to the people) mocked 
them, and bid them cry aloud : for, faid he, your 
god is ſuch a god, as is either talking, and fo doth not 
heed you; or he is in an hot purſuit, or in a journey, 
and fo cannot mind you; or (which is worſe) perhaps 
he is faſt aſleep, and mult with loud calling be awaked 
before he can hear you, 


Whether 
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Whether thoſe prophets were ſenſible that Elijah 
did deride them or not, yet they ſtretched their 
throats, and cried aloud ; and when they found that 
did not avail, they cut themſelves, after their man- 
ner, with knives and lancets, till the blood guſhed 
out upon them. This was the manner of the heathen 
antiently to expreſs extreme ſorrow, which God had 
expreſly forbidden his people to imitate, Levit. xix. 
28. and Deut. xiv. 1. 

Having thus gone on, in a fort of prophetick fury, 
from mid-day to the time of offering the evening-ſa- 
crifice ; and there being no voice, nor anſwer given 
them, nor any appearance that they were regarded, 
Elijah then invited all the people to come near unto 
him, which they did. 

Then that he might repair the altar of the Lord, 
which was broken down, and thereby give the people 
a fair invitation, by reuniting themſelves to their bre- 
thren of Judah, to repair the breach long ſince made 
in the tribes of Iſrael, he took twelve ſtones, accord- 
ing to the number of the tribes of the ſons of Ja- 
cob, to whom the word of the Lord came, faying, 
<« Ifracl (a prevailer with God) ſhall be thy name” (in- 
timating thereby the faith and firm confidence he had, 
that he ſhould, at this time, and in this great trial, 
prevail with the Lord; and through his powerful 
help ſhould prevail over his and their enemies, the 
prophets of Baal), and therewith built an altar in the 
name of the Lord, and made a fair trench about it. 
And having put the wood in order, and cut the bul- 
lock in pieces, and laid it on the wood, he gave or- 
der that four barrels of water ſhould be poured upon 
the ſacrifice and the wood. Which being done, he 
cauſed it to be repeated a ſecond and third time, un- 
til the water ran about the altar, and then he filled 
the trench alfo with water. The intention of which 
ſeems to be, that he might prevent all ſuſpicion of col- 
Iufion, and render the expected miracle more conſpicuous 


and inconteſtable, when they ſhould fee a fire y 
orth 


Part III. SACRED HISTORY. 141 
forth and burn, contrary to its nature, in the midſt 


of water. 

All things thus diſpoſed in due order, and the time 
of the offering of the evening: ſacrifice being come, 
Elijah the prophet drew near, and addreſſing himſelf 
by prayer to God, ſaid, O Lord God of Abraham, 
of Iſaac, and of Iſrael, let it be known this day that 
thou art God in Ifracl, and that I thy fervant have 
done all theſe things at thy word, Hear me, O Lord, 
hear me, that this people may know that thou art the 
Lord God, and that their heart may be turned back 
again from their idols unto thee.” 

No ſooner had the prophet, in the ſtrength of faith, 
and fervency of his Grit, poured forth his ſupplica- 
tion to the Lord, but the fire of the Lord fell, and 
confumed not the burnt-ſacrifice only and the wood, 
but the very ſtones and the duſt, licking up alſo the 
water that was in the trench. At fight whereof, the 
people falling on their faces, brake forth into admira- 
tion and acknowledgment, ſaying, The Lord he 
is the God, The Lord he is the God.“ 

Elijah had a watchful eye on the falſe prophets (who 
it ſeems were providing to ſhift for themſelves) ; and not 
willing to flip this opportunity of freeing Iſrael from 
ſo many wicked inſtruments, he called out to the 

ople to apprehend the prophets of Baal. Which 
* done, he brought them down to the brook 
Kiſhon, and flew them (that is, cauſed them to be flain) 
there. This act of his, though it carried in it a ſhew 
of great ſeverity, was yet purſuant to the law of 
God, Deut. xiii. 6. to 12. ſuited to that diſpenſation ; 
beſides that it did typically ſet forth how the inward 
enemies of the ſoul ſhould be dealt with. | 

Then turning himſelf to king Ahab, he adviſed 
him to get up, and to eat and drink to refreſh 
himſelf (not ſparing any longer, as before, for fear 
the proviſion ſhould not hold out): for, faid he, 
« There is a ſound of abundance of rain.” 

But while Ahab was eating and drinking, Elijah 
going up to the top of Carmel, caſt himſelf down 

| on 
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on the earth; and putting his face between his knees, 
bid his ſervant go up, and look towards the fea. The 
ſervant went up and looked, and returning, told him 
be faw nothing. Whereupon he bid him go again ſe- 
ven times. The ſervant did fo: and at the ſeventh 
time, ſaid, ©* Behold, there ariſeth a little cloud out 
of the ſea like a man's hand.” The prophet there- 
o_ bid him go, and fay unto Ahab, thy 
chariot, and get thee down, that the rain ſtop thee 
not.” Ahab perceiving the ſky overcaſt, ſo that the 
heaven was grown black with clouds and wind, haſted 
away to Jezreel, and there was a great rain. Vet the 
hand of the Lord (that is, his power) was on Eljah, 
ſtrengthening him fo, that girding up his loins (where- 
by he tucked up his long garment, which would 
otherwiſe have been an hindrance to him) he ran be- 
fore Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel. 

Being got thither, the king quickly related to Je- 
zebel his queen* all that Elijah had done; and par- 
ticularly how he had ſlain all the prophets. At which 
the revengeful queen was fo enraged, that, by a meſ- 
ſenger ſent on purpoſe, ſhe ſaid to Elijah, © So let 
the gods do to me, and more alſo, if I make not 
thy life as the life of one of them, by to-morrow this 
time.” 

When Elijah had received this menacing meſſage, 
confidering vich himfelf the vindictive nature of the 
queen, and the power ſhe had with the king her huſ- 
band, he thought it his duty, having performed the 
ſervice he came for, to to provide in time for his own 
ſafety. Wherefore, taking this for a providential 
warning, he aroſe, and leaving Jezreel, went for his 
ere belonging to 
Judah, and ſo out of the dominion 8 
IfraeF; and leaving his ſervant there, he himſelf ce 
a day's Journey further into the wilderneſs : where 
firtingdown under a juniper-tree, he requeſted for himſelf 

Fo nigh die, ſaying, © It 1s enough now, O 


* 1 Kings 19. A. M. 3092. 


that 


Lord, 
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Lord, take away my life, for I am not better 
my fathers, that my life ſhould be prolonged.” 
While thus he lay under the juniper-tree, his ſpirit 
with ſorrow, and his body wearied with 
travel, he fell aileep. But he had not ſlept long, 
before an angel touching him, bid him ariſe and eat. 
He thereupon ſtarting up, ſaw a cake baked on the 
coals, and a cruſe (or pot) of water ſtanding at his 
head: of which he eat and drank, and laid him down 
again. Burt the angel of the Lord coming again, and 
touching him the ſecond time, ſaid unto him, Ariſe, 
and eat; for the journey is too great for thee to go 
through with that food.” He thereupon ariſing, did 
eat and drink again: and went in the ſtrength of that 
meat, forty 4 and forty nights, unto Horeb, the 


mount 

Being got to Horeb, he entered into a cave, and 
lodged there. And behold the word of the Lord 
came to him, and aſked him, What doſt thou here, 
Elijah?“ He anſwered, I have been very jealous for 
the Lord God of hoſts: for the children of Iſrael 
have forſaken thy covenant, thrown down thine al- 
tars (that is, have forſaken thy worſhip) and lain thy 
N with the ſword; and I, I only (fo far as I 
away 


143 


) am left, and they ſeek my life alſo to take it 


Then ſaid the Lord to him, Go forth, and ſtand 
upon the mount before me.” Which he doing, the 
Lord paſſed by, and a great and ftrong wind rent 

mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before 
: but the Lord was not in the wind. And 
wind, an earthquake: but the Lord was not 
earthquake. And after the earthquake a fire : 
Lord w 
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cave : where he heard a voice ſaying to him, as be- 
fore, © What doſt thou here, Elijah?“ To which 
when he had given the fame anfwer which he had 
given to the like queſtion before, the Lord faid un- 
to him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderneſs 
of Damaſcus: and when thou comeſt thither, anoint 
Hazael to be king over Syria.” 

C And Jehu, the fon of Nimſhi, ſhalt thou cauſe to 
be anointed king over Iſracl. And Eliſha the ſon of 
Shaphat, of Abel-meholah, ſhalt thou anoint to be 

rophet in thy room. And it ſhall come to paſs, that 

im that eſcapeth the ſword of Hazael, ſhall Jehn 
lay. And him that eſcapeth the ſword of Jehu, ſhall 
Eliſha flay. For though thou thinkeſt that thou art 
left alone; yet have I ſeven thouſand left me in Iſrael, 
all the knees that have not bowed unto Baal, and 
every mouth which hath not kifſed (that is, worſhip- 
ped) him.” 

Elijah hereupon departing thence, in his way found 
Eliſha, who was ploughing with twelve yoke of oxen 
before him, himſelf following the twelfth : and as he 
paſſed by him, he caſt his mantle upon him. 

Eliſha, who underſtood the meaning of the mantle 
being thrown upon him, ſtraitway leaving the oxen, 
ran after Elijah, and ſaid, Let me, I pray thee, 
kiſs my father and my mother :” that is, take my 
leave of my relations. But Elijah, giving him a ſhort 
anſwer, only ſaid, Go, return: for what have I done 
to thee?” Eliſha thereupon turning back from him, 
flew a yoke of his own oxen, and not ſtaying for 
other wood, boiled their fleſh with the inſtruments 
of the oxen; and having given it to the people to 
cat, followed Elijah, and became his fervant. 

While theſe things were tranſacting in Ifrael, Aſa 
king of Judah, having reigned thirty-and-nine years *, 
and in that time grown from better to worſe, was 
taken with a diſcaſe in his feet, which held him to his 


* 2 Chron. xvi. 


death. 
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| preſents : ſo. that he had 
. _ _ heart bei 
enlarged, and he encouraged in the w the 
he went on with more fervent zeal bs the wiſe of 
God: and not only took out of the land the remnant 
of the ſodomites, which remained in the days of his 
father Aſa”, 1 Kings xxii. 46. but took away alſo the 
high-places and groves out of Judah, 2 Chron. xvii. 6. 
which latter yet muſt be underſtood with ſome qua- 
Iification or allowance: for it is ſaid expreſly, both in 
2 Chron. xx. 33. and 1 Kings xxii. 43. that the high- 
places were not taken away. It might therefore be, 
that they were taken away in part, not wholly; in 
ſome places, not every-where. As we read of king Aſa 
(this Jehoſhaphat's father) that he took away the 1o- 
domites out of the land, 1 Kings xv. 12. and yet it 
ſeems there was a remnant of them in the days of Aſa, 
which Jehoſhaphat his ſon djd afterwards root out, 
1 Kings xxii. 46. 

In the third year of his reign, Jehoſhaphat ſent to 
divers of his princes, directing them to take with them 
certain Levites and prieſts (whoſe names are recorded, 
2 Chron. xvii. 7, $.) and teach in the cities of 
Judah. Theſe taking with them the book of the law, 
went about throughout all the cities of Judah, and taught 
the people. And that they might not be interrupted 
in ſo good a work, the fear of the Lord fell upon 
all the kingdoms of the lands that were round about 
Judah; fo that they made no war againſt Jehoſha- 
phat. Nay, ſome of the Philiſtines brought Jehoſha- 
— preſents, and tribute- ſilver: and the Arabians 

ught him flocks, which were tokens of homage. 

Jiehoſhaphat thus growing exceeding great, he 
built in Judah caſtles and cities of ſtore. And as 
he had much buſineſs in the cities of Judah, fo he had 
a great army at Jeruſalem, and his men of war were 
mighty men of valour. Of theſe he had one million, 
one hundred and threeſcore thouſand always in arms, 


Land ready at his command, beſides thoſe that lay in 


garriſon in the fenced cities, throughout all Judah. 
* 1 Kings xx. 
While 
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aphat was ordering the affairs of 


| his kingdom of Judah”, Ahab king of Iſrael received 


an haughty meſſage from Benhadad king of Syria, 
who having all his hoſt together, and having 
two-and-thirty kings with him, with horſes and cha- 
riots, went up and be Samaria ; and from his 
camp ſent heralds into the city to king Ahab, who 
were commanded to ſay unto him, Thus faith Ben- 
hadad, Thy ſilver nd thy gold is mine, thy wives 
alſo, and thy children, even the teſt are mine.” 
To which bold demand, timorous Ahab — this 
humble anſwer; My Lord, O ki to 
thy ſaying, I am —4 and all that — 

The Syrian king, by this ſubmiſſion grown more 
arrogant, ſent his heralds again, giving them in charge 
to ſay to Ahab, Thus ſaith Benhadad, Al I have 
ſent thee word, that thou ſhouldeſt deliver me thy 
ſilver and thy gold, with thy wives and th 5 
dren; yet to-morrow, about this time, I wil £ 
ſervants unto thee, and they ſhall ſearch thine — 
and the houſes of thy ſervants, and ſhall take away 
whatſoever 1s pleaſant in thine eyes.” 

This ſtartled Ahab, finding we Syrian king * 
grow upon him: not Knowing where it would ſtop, i 
he ſhould fuffer his enemies to enter the city >. + Ta 
this pretence. Wherefore calling to him the elders of 
the land, he ſaid to them, Mark, I pray you, and 
ſee how this man ſecketh miſchief : for whey he ſent 
unto me for my wives, and for my children, for my 
filver and my gold, I denied him not, and y As 
not ſatisfied. * "When the elders and the people heard 
this, they adviſed him not to hearken to 
conſent to his demand. mas be Us © do 
ralds of Benhadad tell their king, © All that thou didft 
ſend for at the firſt, I will do, but this thing I may 
not do.” And with this anſwer he diſmiſſed them. 

But when Benhadad heard this anſwer, he in great 
fury ſent to him again with this inſulting threat, 


A. M. 3104. 
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to aſk, and willing 


they came forth for peace, or for war, they 
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Iſrael, with this meſſage; 
thou ſeen all this great multitude ? 
liver it into thine hand this day, and thou ſhalt know 
that I am the Lord.” 

Ahab, A ny to God, and no friend to 
his prophets, being now in a great ſtreight, was glad 
to take counſel. Wherefore, when 
the prophet had told him that the Lord would de- 
liver this great multitude into his hand, he preſently 
aſked, «© By whom?” and the prophet, in the name of the 
Lord, anſwering, © By the young men (or ſervants) of 
the princes of the provinces;” the king aſked, Who 
ſhould order the battle? To which the prophet an- 

the young 


ſwering, Thou; he thereupon 1 
nn > as a of te — — 
two hundred thirty-and two. And after that, num- 
bering alſo all the le of the children of Iſrael, 
that he had then with him in the city, he could make 
up but ſeven thouſand of them. | | 

The muſter thus made, at noon the young men 
(ſervants to the princes of the provinces) ſallie d out 


of the city firſt, of which notice was quickly given 


. e with his two- and- thirty aſſiſtant 
ings, was ſtill drinking in the pavilions). He, not 
thinking it worth his me, gave order, that whether 
ſhould be 

taken 
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Syrians with a great ſlaughter; 
hardly eſcaping on horſeback with 


and ſurely we ſhall be ftronger than 
Wherefore they adviſed their ki 
courſe, viz. to ſet aſide the two-and-thi 
put ſo many captains in their rooms ; 
army, like for numbers to that he 
horte, and chariot for chariot, 
to fight on in the plain; and then 
dent they ſhould be ſtronger than the 
Purſuant to this counſel, at the return of the year 
Benhadad, having numbered the Syri 
Aphek — — 0 4 the tri 
xix. ut y the Syrians) to againſt 
=” = the Iſraelites, being alſo num 4 
furniſhed with proviſions, went out againſt 
pitched before them in two battahons, like two 
little flocks of kids; but the Syrians filled the country. 
While thus the two armies ſtood facing one ano- 
ther, there came a man of God, and faid to the king 
of Iſrael, Thus faith the Lord, «© Becauſe the 
have ſaid, the Lord is God of the hills, but he is not 


* * 


L 3 God 


Were 


; 
* 
; 
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God of the vallies : therefore will I deliver all this 
great multitude into thine hands, and thou ſhalt know 
that I am the Lord.” 

When now the armies ſtood waiting for 4 
ſeven days“, Ahab, enc by this meſſage 
the Lord, joined the battle: and that handful (as it 
were) of men of the children of Iſrael, flew of the 
Syrians an hundred thouſand footmen in one day. 
The reſt fled to Aphek, and got into the city for ſafe- 
ty ; but a wall there fell upon ſeven-and-twenty thou- 
fand of the men that were left. 

As for king Benhadad himſelf, he fled among the 
reſt to Aphek, and getting into the ciry hid himſelf 
in an inner chamber. there his ſervants coming 
to him told him, they had heard that the kings of the 
houſe of Iſrael were merciful kings: they 
defired him to give leave that „putting fack- 
cloth on their loins, and ropes t their necks, 
_—_— = the king of Iſrael; peradventure, 

id they, he will fave thy life. 

Their king conſenting, they, putting on their ſack- 
cloth and halters, went to the king of Iſrael, and ſaid 
unto him, Thy ſervant Behadad faith, I thee 
let me live.” Ahab, who knew not but he been 
flain in the battle, kindly anſwered, Is he yet alive? 
He is my brother.” | 

Now the men did diligently obſerve whether any 
favourable word would drop from him; and hearing 
the word [ brother] they did haſtily catch it: where- 
fore repeating their petition, they ſaid, © Thy bro- 
ther Benhadad, &c.” Whereupon Ahab bid them go, 
and bring him to him; which they having done, 
_ 2892 82822 Ben- 
hadad ing thus on Aa udden, unexpectedly, re- 
ceived into favour; to ſhew his thankfulneſs, ſaid to 
Ahab, as they rode together, The cities which my 
father took from thy father (or predeceſſor rather, 
v1z. Baaſha, chap. xv. 20.) I will reſtore; and thou 


* A. M. 3105. 


ſhale 
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ſhalt make ſtreets for thee in Damaſcus, as my father 
made in Samaria.” So Ahab, liking theſe condi- 
tions, made a covenant with Benhadad, and ſetting 
him at liberty, ſent him away, 

Hereupon the Lord fent a to reprove 
Ahab for having diſmiſſed the Syrian king, whom he 
had delivered into his hand. And the het, in- 
tending to catch Ahab by a parabolical ſpeech (as 
Nathan once did David, 2 Sam. xii.) and make him 
paſs ſentence on himſelf, that he might aſſimilate himſelf 
to the perſon he intended to repreſent (which was a 
wounded ſoldier) ſaid unto his neighbour, in the word 
of the Lord © Smite me, I pray thee :”” but the man 
(pe not underſtanding his purpoſe) refuſed to 
ſmite him. Whereupon the prophet faid unto him, 
«« Becaule thou haſt not obeyed the voice of the Lord, 
as ſoon as thou art departed from me, a lion ſhall 
ſlay thee;” and ſo it proved; for as ſoon as he was 

red from the prophet, a lion found him, and 
flew him. Then ſaid the prophet to another man 
whom he found, ©* Smite me, I pray thee:” and that 
man ſmote him fo, that in ſmiting he wounded him. 

The 5 thus accommodated to his purpoſe, 
waited Þr ing Ahab by the way, having diſguiſed 
h:mfſelf with upon his face. And as the king 
paſſed by, he cried unto him, ſaying, Thy ſeryant 
went out into the midſt of the battle, and behold, a 
man turned aſide, and brought a man to me, and faid, 
Keep this man; if by any means he be miſſing, then 
ſhall thy life be for his life, or elſe thou. ſhalt pay 
a talent of filver. And as thy ſervant was buſy here 
and there, he was gone.” Then ſaid the king of I- 
rael to him, So ſhall thy judgment be, thyſelf haſt 
decided it.” . 3 9 TY 

The et thereupon haitily ing away 
aſhes Alas vn face, 9 of Iſrael diſcerned that 
he was of the prophets. Then ſaid the prophet to 
him, Thus faith the Lord, Becauſe thou haſt let go 
out of thine hand a man whom I appointed to utter 
deſtruction ; therefore * life ſhall go for his life, 2 

— 4 Y 
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Then writing letters in Ahab's name, and ſeali 
them with his ſeal, ſhe ſent them unto the elders an 
in 


nobles that dwelt in the fame city where Naboth 
dwelt, and in the letters ſhe wrote thus: Proclaim 
a faſt, and ſet Naboth on high among the people; 
and ſet two men, ſons of Belial (knights of the poſt) 
before him, to bear witneſs againſt him, that he did 
blaſpheme God and the king. Then carry him out, 
and ſtone him to death.” Here we may obſerve, 
that this wicked woman, though herſelf an idolatrous 
heathen, could make the law of God (which com- 
manded that blaſphemers ſhould be ſtoned, Levit. 
xxiv. 16.) a pretence whereby to ſhed the blood of 
this —— man. 

U x ut tons. the een and nobles 
of I ** purſuant to the direction Jezebel had therein 
given them, which they ſuppoſed to have come from 
the king, proclaimed a faſt (which, among them, was 


the uſual to judicial trials : ba this was 
ſuch a faſt as the Ifaiah not 1 after com- 
plained of; a faſt to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs, 


Ifa. Iviii. 4). and having ſet Naboth on high 
the people (that he might be ſeen of all 3 
bly) the two falſe witneſſes came in, and ſitting 
fore him, charged him, in the preſence 4 
that he had blaſphemed God and the king. Ger 
upon they carried him out of the city, and 
ſtoned him to death, ſent Jezebel word that N 
was ſtoned and dead. Nor did they ſhed his blood 
only, but the blood of his ſons too (that there might 
be none to claim) as may be gathered from 2 Kings 
1x. 26. 
When Jezebel had received this account, ſhe haſted 
to her huſband king Ahab, and faid, ©* Ariſe, Ariſe, take 
fon of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, 
which he refuſed to let thee have for thy money: for 
Naboth is now dead.” Wh Ahab went down 
to take poſſeſſion of Naboth's vineyard, as forfeited 
to him by Naboth's pretended treaſon. 
But 
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But while he was there, the word of the Lord came 

to Elijah the Tiſhbite, ſaying, ** Ariſe, go down to meet 
Ahab king of Iſrael, who is in the vineyard of Naboth, 
whither he is gone down to poſſeſs it. And thou 
ſhalt fay unto him, Thus faith the Lord, Haſt thou 
killed, & alſo taken on? Wherefore in the 
place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, ſhall 
dogs lick thy blood, even thine.” 
By that time the prophet had delivered thus much 
of his meſſage, Ahab, interrupting him, ſaid, « Haſt 
thou found me, O mine enemy?“ Yes, anſwered the 
prophet, I have found thee, becauſe thou haſt fold 
thyſelf ro work evil in the fight of the Lord. Then 
going on with his meſſage in the name of the Lord, 
he added; 

” Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will 
take away thy poſterity : and will cut off from Ahab 
him that piſſeth againſt the wall, and him that is ſhut 

and left in Ifrael. And I will make thy houſe 
like the houſe of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, and like 
the houſe of Baaſha, the fon of Ahijah (both which 
families were utterly cut off) for the provocation 
wherewith thou haſt provoked me to anger, in mak- 
ing Iſrael to fin, Him that dieth of Ahab in the 
city, the ſhall eat; and him that dieth in the 
field, ſhall fowls of the air eat.” 

No wonder is it that the Lord denounced fo ſevere 
a ſentence upon Ahab; for there was none like unto 
him, who did fell himſelf to work wickedneſs in the 
fight of the Lord; doing very abominably in follow- 
ing idols (called, in contempt, dungy Gods) to which 
Jezebel his wife ſtirred him up. Wherefore Jezebel 
went not without her juſt doom; for of her alſo the 
Lord ſaid, „The dogs ſhall eat Jezebel, by the wall 
or ditch of Jezreel.“ 

Yet as bad as Ahab was, when he heard this fear- 
ful judgment denounced by the pr againſt him, 
being ſtruck with a fudden — he ſhewed all the 
cutward ſigns of repentance, For he rent his * 
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and put fackcloth upon his fleſh, and faſted, and lay 
in fackcloth, and went ſoftly, like a mourner, or one 
in affliction. Nor was this ſhort ſhew of tance 
wholly rejected; but the Lord took notice of it, and 
faid to prophet Elijah, Seeſt thou how Ahab 
humbleth himſelf before me? Becauſe he humbleth 
himſelf before me, I will not bring the evil in his 
days; but in his ſon's days I will bring the evil upon 
his houſe.” Thus as Ahab humbled himſelf for a 
ſhort time (which the ſequel ſhewed) ; ſo God reſpited 
his puni t for a ſhort time alſo. | 

It is not im le that this temporary ſhew of 
humiliation in Ahab _ be an inducement to je- 
hoſhaphat, king of Judah *, to make a with 

him ; for preſently after this we read, that Jehoſha- 
Phat joined in affinity with Ahab, taking Ahab's 
daughter to be wife to his fon and heir Jehoram, 
2 Chron. xxi. 6. and 2 —_ 1 18. "a 1 

This unhappy league drew him, not er, to 
Samaria, to die Ahab; who, killing * oxen 
in abundance, made a royal entertainment for him, 
and the people that came with him. 


taking. 

Ahab thereupon ſummoned his 8228 
who were four hundred * — 4 _ 
the prophets of the groves, w y fed at queen Je- 
zebel's table, and eſcaped the brunt at Carmel, 1 Kings 
xviii.) and putting the queſtion to them, © Shall I go 


* x Kings xxii. 2 Chron. xvii. 
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to Ramoth-Gilead to battle, or ſhall I forbear ?” 
unanimouſly anſwered, ©* Go up, for the Lord 
delivered it into the hand of the king.” 
But, ſaid Jehoſhaphar, Is there not here a 
of the Lord beſides, that we might inquire by him? 
es, ſaid Ahab, there is one man (but one true pro- 
het, alas! to four hundred falſe ones) and that is 
icaiah, the fon of Imlah; but I hate him, for he 
never propheſieth concerning me, but evil. 
Nay, rephed } aphat, Let not the king ſay 
fo.” That is, let him not hate the prophet for his 
meſſage-ſake ; nor yet reject the meſſage, becauſe it 
doth not pleaſe him. Then the king of Iſrael, calling 
for one of his officers, bid him make haſte, and fetch 
Micaiah to him. 


before 
up to Ramoth- 
per ; for the Lord ſhall deliver it into 


2 5 


im, Micaiah, Shall we go to Ramoth-Gilead 
to battle? Or ſhall we forbear? in 
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rk. ney. as they had done, Go and 
. they ſhall be delivered into your hand.” 

pa my in ſuch a manner, that Ahab 
— 2 he derided them. Therefore he ſaid 
1 ſhall I adjure thee, that 
thou fay nothing but the truth to me in the name of 
the Lord?” Nay, replied Micaiah, if thou wilt hear 
the truth, then mind what I ſay, I did ſee all Iſ- 
« rael ſcattered upon the mountains, as ſheep withour 
a ſhepherd ; and Lord ſaid, Theſe have no maſter, 
let them therefore return every man to his houſe in 


This was a plain and apt ſimile, ſetting forth the 
death of Ahab, and the defeat of his people, if they 
ro this battle. And Ahab, it ſeems, un- 
derſtood it ſo; for interrupting the prophet here, he 
ſaid ro Jehoſhaphat, « Did I not tell thee that he 
_ not good unto me, but evil? But 
not daunted with Ahab's interruption, 

proceed, ke, g. f u. 10 I ſaw the 
Lord fitting upon his throne, and all the hoſt of 
heaven ſtanding on either hand of him. And the 
Lord faid, who ſhall intice Ahab king of Ifrael, that 
he may go up and fall at Ramoth-Gilead ? And one 
ſpake 2 manner, and another after another 


a ſpirit, and | 
ul intice him. And the Lord 


_ Then faid the Lord, Go 
thou ſhalt intice him, and ſhalt 
b ow therefore (added Micaiah) Be- 
the Lord hath put a lying ſpirit in the — 
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of theſe thy prophets; and the Lord hath ſpoken evil 
againſt thee.” 

„or be offenſive to 


This ought not to ſeem ſtrange 
any, CE DN os be faid to have put a 
lying ſpirit in the mouth of the falſe ; for 
it is r . . 
reignty, he may uſe inſtruments of all ſorts to 
effect his work by, whether for the advancing his 
own honour, the correction of his children, or the 
deſtruction of his enemies. 

This ſaying of Micaiah's [That the Lord had put 
a lying ſpirit into the mouth of theſe Jezebelan pro- 

hets] angered them extremely; inſomuch that Zede- 
Eiah (he that made the iron horns, and who ſeems to 
have been a leading man amongſt them) coming up 
to Micaiah, ſmote him on the cheek (for it is the 
falſe commonly that uſes the violence, not 
the true) and in deriſion ſaid, Which way went the 
ſpirit of the Lord from me to ſpeak unto thee?” 
© That, replied Micaiah, thou ſhalt fee in that day, 
1 ſhalt go from chamber to chamber to hide 
thyſelf.” 

By this time Ahab had enough of Micaiah. Where- 
fore breaking off the diſcourſe between Zedekiah and 
him, he commanded the officer to take Micaiah, and 
carry him back to Amon the governor, and to Joaſh 
the king's fon, and ſay unto them, Thus faith the 
king, Put this fellow (ſo in contempt he called 
the prophet) in the prifon, and feed him with bread 
of affliction, and with water of affliction (afflict him 
with want of fit and ſufficient food) until I return 
in peace.” Nay, ſaid Micaiah, „If thou return in 

e, then hath not the Lord ſpoken by me: and 
bid all the people take notice of it. 

Though king Jehoſhaphat heard all this, and knew 
Micaiah to be a prophet of the Lord; yet having 
linked himfelf in with wicked Ahab, both by affinity 
and league, he went up with him to fight againſt 
 Ramoth-Gilead. But before the battle was joined, 
Ahab (mindful probably of what Micaiah had ſaid, 


and 
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and willing to fruſtrate the ) propoſed that 
he would diſguiſe himſelf, and to go into the battle; 
but that Jehoſhaphat ſhould fight in his royal robes. 
And accordingly they did fo. "2 

Now Benhadad, the king of Syria, had commanded 
the captains of his chariots to ſingle out the king of 
Ifracl, and not to fight with any other, ſmall or great, 
but with him only. This was a very unkind return 
to Ahab for the great kindneſs he had ſhewed Benha- 
dad in their former war ; when, though Benhadad was 
then the aggreſſor, Ahab, to his own great damage, 

rouſly gave him both his life and liberty when he 
Fad him wholly in his mercy. 

However, the Syrian captains obſerving their king's 
command, ſought after the king of Ifrael ; and when 
they faw Jehoſhaphat, concluding him to be the kin 
of Iſrael', they beſet him round on every fide, — 
made ſo vigorous an impreſſion, that Jehoſhaphat was 
ſain to cry out; and the Lord having compaſſion on 
him, helped him at this great ſtreight, by making 
them ſenſible that it was not the king of Iſrael, and 
thereupon inclining them to turn back from pur- 
ſuing him, | 

Thus narrowly eſcaped Jehoſhaphat. But Ahab's 
politick diſguiſe did not fecure him. For a certain 
man, drawing a bow at a 'venture, hit him between 
the joints of his armour, and gave him a mortal 
wound. Whereupon he ſaid to his charioteer, Turn 
thine hand, and carry me out of the hoſt, for I am 
wounded.” Yet becauſe the battle grew hotter up- 
on the Iſraelites that day, the king ot Iſrael was held 
up in his chariot till the evening; that his being fo 
wounded might not be known to his ſoldiers to diſ- 
C them ; and about the going down of the 
ſun he died. Then was a retreat founded, and 
clamation made throughout the hoſt of Ifrael, that 
every man ſhould eſcape to his city, or to his coun- 


try-dwelling. And herein was fulfilled the viſion of 
* A. M. 31cz. 
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Micaiah ; for Iſrael was now ſcattered like that 

1 nor maſter, their maſter Ahab bei 
King Ahab was to Samaria, and buried 

there. And becauſe, while he was held up in his cha- 


as his armour, and 
cording to the word of 
Elijah the Tiſhbite. 

Thus died this wicked king. For a 
count of whoſe publick acts we are here 
we are often elſewhere on other occaſions) 
of Chronicles long fince loſt'; in which, amongſt 
other things, mention it ſeems was made of an ivory 
houſe which king Ahab built. 

And as Samaria was built by Omri his father; fo 
in his days was Jericho rebuilt by Hiel the Bethle- 
hite; who according to the word of the Lord, which 
above five hundred years before he ſpake by Joſhua 
the ſon of Nun, Joſh. vi. 26. laid the foundation 
thereof in Abiram his firſt-born, and ſet up the gates 
thereof in his youngeſt fon b, 1 Kings xvi. 34. 

Although Jehoſhaphat the king of Judah efcaped 
without hurt in the battle, yet he eſcaped not with- 
out reproof from the Lord after the battle, for hav- 
ing joined himſelf in affinity and league with wicked 
Ahab. For as ſgon as he was come back to Jeru- 
ſalem, Jehu, the fon of Hanani the feer, went out 
to meet him with this greeting, Shouldeſt thou 


the 
ed 


theleſs (ſo he went on, that the 
be too much caſt down) there 
ia thee ; inaſmuch as thou 
out of the land, and haſt 
Cod.“ 
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This tle | had fo an effect e- 
ST or dy wg had — ſome ws 35 
ruſalem, he took his through the people, 
from Beerſheba to mount Ephraim (that is, from one 
end of his kin to the other) and t them 

God of their fathers. hav- 
land, he faid unto them, Take 


ſore now, let the fear of the Lord be 


n you, 
take heed and do it; for there is no n wieh the 
1 nor reſpect of perſons, nor taking of 
gifts.” 

Moreover, in Jeruſalem did Jehoſhaphat ſet of the 
Levites, and of the prieſts, and of the chief of the fa- 
thers of Iſrael, for the judgment of the Lord (mat- 


ters ining to his worſhip) and for controverſies 
= differences in civil matters) when they (the judges, 

had ſet in the ſeveral cities) ſhould have recourſe 
to Jeruſalem for advice or aſſiſtance. And to theſe 
he gave charge, ſaying, © Thus ſhall ye do, in the 
fear of the Lord, faithtully and with a perfect heart. 
And what cauſe ſoever ſhall come to you, of your 
brethren that dwell in the cities, between blood and 
blood, between law and commandment, ſtatutes and 
judgments, ye ſhall even warn them that they treſ- 
paſs not againſt the Lord, and ſo wrath come upon 
you and upon your brethren. This do, and ye ſhall not 
treſpaſs.” Then directing them unto whom, upon 
all occaſions, they ſhould have recourſe in all mat- 
ters, relating as well to religion as to the civil eſtate, 
he concluded with this ſhort exhortation and encou- 
ragement ; © Deal courageouſly, and the Lord will 
be with the good.” 

The truth of this himſelf ſoon after experienced. 
For the children of Moab and Ammon, with their 
confederates, coming againſt him in battle, news was 
brought him on a ſudden, that there came a great 
multitude againſt him from beyond the ſea on this 
fide Syria, and that they were in Engedi, not a great 
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way off. This news put Jehoſhaphat in 
great fear; and not having confidence in his own 


ſtrength, he ſet himſelf to ſeek the Lord; and in or- 
der thereunto laimed a faſt throughout all the 
kingdom of Judah. Whereupon Judah gathered 
e even out 
of all the cities of Judah they came to Jeruſalem to 
ſeek the Lord. And Jehoſhaphat the king ſtanding 
in the c of Judah, in the houſe of the 
Lord ©, before the new court, thus addrefſed himſelf 
unto God : 

C O Lord God of our fathers, art not thou God in 
heaven, and ruleſt not thou over all the kingdoms of 
the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power 
and might, ſo that none is able to withſtand thee ? 
Art not thou (more eſpecially) our God, who didft 
drive out the inhabitants of this land before thy 
Iſrael, and gaveſt it to the ſeed of Abraham thy 
friend for ever? and they dwelt therein, and — 
built thee a ſanctuary therein for thy name, ſaying, 
If when evil cometh upon us as a judgment (whether 
it be the ſword, peſtilence, or famine) we ſtand in 

before this houſe (in which thy name is 
ed and cry unto thee in our affliction, then 
help. And now behold, the children 
Moab, and thoſe of mount Seir (whom 
not let Iſrael invade, when they came 
of Egypt, bot chav cones Gros chem, 
them not); behold, I fay, how they 
us; for they are come up againſt us, to caſt us 
of thy poſſeſſion which thou haft given us to in- 
our God, wilt thou not judge them ? for we 
ves) have no might againſt this great com- 
cometh up againſt us; neither know we what 
but our eyes are upon thee.” 
s ſpake the king in the name of all the people. 
| Judah ſtood before the Lord, with their wives 
even their little ones. 


© 2 Chron. xx. 
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Then upon Jehaziel (the vifion of Cd) a Levite of 
Ry & aph, came the Spirit of the Lord, in 
py congregation ; and he ſaid, . Heark- 
Sd, inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 


e a and e thus faith the Lord un- 


r . king Ben de reaſon of this 
t multitude, ſor the 1 yours, but 
them ; be- 


iz; and ſhall 


of 
— — And 
2 truth of 


14, be by But, faid he, ye ſhall not need to 
this Set yourſelves, and be ſtill; and 
the ſalvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and 
ſay, go out againſt them, 

and fear not, nor be diſmayed; for the will be 


Upon this gracious anſwer from the Lord, king 
Jehoſhaphat bowed his head, with his face towards the 
ground ; and all Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem, falling down before the Lord, worſhipped him; 
and certain of the Levites ſtood up, and praiſed the 
Lord God of Iſrael with a loud voice on high. 

Early next morning they marched out into the wil- 
derneſs of Tekoa. And as they went forth, Jehoſha- 
phat, ſtanding in the way, faid, “ Hear me, O Ju- 
dah, and ye inhabitants of Jeruſalem ; believe in the 
Lord your God, fo ſhall ye be eſtabliſhed; believe 
his prophets, ſo ſhall - Then, having 

— with the * proſper.” 1 fingers unto 
the Lord, and ſuch as Fo eds God, under the 
title of the Beauty of Holineſs, as they went out before 
the army ; and ſhould fay, « Praiſe the Lord, for his 
mercy endureth for ever.” 

Though this was a ſort of triumphing before the 

. grounded ; the Lord by his pro- 
phet having given them his word for it ; nor TC 
M 2 
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before he made it good. For as they began to 
r the Lord ſet ambuſhments againſt 
their enemies from amongſt themſelves, fo that they 
ſmote one another. For the children of Ammon and 
of Moab fell upon the inhabitants of mount Seir, to 
ſlay and vtterl them; and when they had 
made an end of them, they ſet themſelves to deſtroy 
one another. So that when Jehoſhaphat with his army 
came towards the watch-tower in the wilderneſs, and 
looked for the armies of the enemies, behold, 
they were dead bodies, fallen to the earth, and none 
of them left alive. This was ſo evidently the Lord's 
doing, that it may well be called one of the battles 
of the Lord; and might juſtly claim a place in that 
book of the wars of the Lord, which is mentioned in 


Num. xxi. 14- | 
Thus Jehoſha and his le, inſtead of fight- 
ir enemies, which 


On the fourth day they afſembled themſelves toge- 
ther in the valley. And that they might not be 
wanting of a thankful acknowledgment to the Lord 
for ſo great a deliverance, they there folemnly bleſſed 
the Lord. From which ®, he nome of that tor 
r 

Then ſetting forward in order, with Jeho- 
ſhaphat their king at the head of them, they returned 
to Jerufalem with joy, playing on pſalteries and harps, 
and founding their trumpets until came to the 
houſe of the Lord; becauſe the Lord had made them 
to rejoice over their enemies. | 

The deſtruction of this invading was fo evi- 
dently ſeen to be the act of God, that it ſtruck terror 
into the reſt of the nations; and that the fear of 


God 
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that the Lord fought againſt the enemies of Iſrael ; ſo 
that the realm of Jehoſhaphat was quiet, for his God 
ve him reſt on every fide. 

Yet after all this (ſee the inſtability of man) Jeho- 
ſhaphat joined himſelf with Ahaziah king of Iſrael 
(fon to wicked Ahab) who ſucceeded his father in his 
vices as well as in his kingdom, and did wickedly, as he 
had done, walking in the way of his father Ahab, 
and of Jezebel his mother, and in the way of Jero- 
boam the fon of Nebat, who made Iſracl to fin : for 


he ſerved Baal and worſhipped him, and thereby pro- 


voked to anger the Lord God of Ifrac!, according to 
all that his father had done. 

The deſign of this between Jehoſhaphat and 
him, was to fend a fleet jointly between them, to fetch 
gold tom A of (an eaſtern country, which yielded 
the fineſt and in order thereunto they built the 
ſhips in Wor: Geber: which ſignifies the Counſel of 
Man; but the urdertaking being out of the counſel 
of God, the Lord diſappointed the enterprize by break- 
ing the ſhips in the harbour. Which done, Eliezer 
(which ſignifies the Help of God) fon of Dodarah 
(which — Love) propheſied againſt Jehoſha- 
phat, and told him, becauſe he had joined him- 
{elf with Ahaziah, the Lord had — his works. 


And fo indeed he had; for the ſhips were fa broken, 


that they were not able to go to Tarſhiſh. 

This was the ſecond time that this good kingJeho- 
ſhaphat had tri in this kind. The firſt had like to. 
have coſt him his life, when he joined with wicked 
Ahab; a king = as well he; yea, and a king of 
Ifrael, but a wicked one, This ſecond did coſt him 
the loſs of his fleet, for joining with Ahab's wicked 
fon. And this may ſtand as a way-mark, for a warn- 
ing to all, both princes and private ons, who pro- 
eis to ſerve and worſhip the true God, not to join 
themſelves with God's enemies. 
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THE SECOND 993 OF THE 
V 


Including the reſt (from the xxth Chapter) 


OF THE SECOND BOOK OF THE 


CHRONICLE 83 


And containing an Hiſtory of 320 years, to the Cap- 
tivity of Zedekiah, the laſt king of Judah, the De- 
ſtruction of the Temple and City Jeruſalem by Ne- 
buchadnezzar, and the proclamation of Cyrus for 
rebuilding the Temple. Within the compaſs of 
which Period, moſt of the Prophets, whoſe Writings 
are extant, viz. 


Jox an, Mican, EZEKIEL, 
Amos, IJsREMIAR, OBaDian, 
Hosea, ZEPHANIAH, 4 
Joer, HaBakKuk, * 

Is alan, Nauunu, Daxirr, 


Propheſied, and probably in Order of Time as they 
are here ſet; whole ſeveral Books are more or lets 
taken notice of in the Courſe of the Hiſtory, as they 
afford more or lets Matter relating thereunto. 


T was in the ſeventeenth year of Jehoſhaphat king 
of Judah, that Ahaziah fon of Ahab began to 
reign over lirael, 1 Kings xxii. 51. And in the 
ſecond year of his reign he received az hurt by a fall * 
which he had through a lattels or grate in his uppen 


2 Kings i, 
M 4 chamber 
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chamber in Samaria ; which being made to give light 
to the lower rooms, he, it ſeems, dropped through it. 
Whereupon he ſent meſſengers to inquire of Baalze- 
bub the god of Ekron (the ſame that in the New 
Teſtament is called the prince of the devils, Luke xi. 
15.) whether he ſhould recover of that hurt or not. 

This was ſtrange. We read in 2 Kings viii. 8. 
that when Benhadad king of Syria, a efſed hea- 
then, was ſick, he ſent to Eliſha, the of the 
God of Iſrael, to inquire if he ſhould recover of that 
diſeaſe. But here a king of Iſrael ſends, on a like 
occaſion, to inquire of an heathen god. 

This ſo provoked the God of Ifrael, that ſending 
an angel to Elijah the Tiſhbite, he commanded him 
to go meet the meſſengers of the king of Samaria, 
and ſay thus unto them, © Is it not becauſe there is 
not a God in Iſrael, that ye go to enquire of Baalze- 
bub, the god of Ekron ? = is, doth not your going 
to inquire of the god of Ekron plainly ſpeak, that 
you do not believe there is a in Iſrael)? Now 
therefore, thus faith the Lord, Thou (king Aha- 
ziah, who haſt ſent theſe meſſengers to inquire of an 
heathen god, thou) ſhalt not come down from that 
__ which thou art gone up to lie, but ſhalt ſure- 
y 1 

Upon this the meſſengers, not thinking it needful 
to go to Ekron, returned to Samaria ; coming to 
antes, I wg Soma» (ny odd Acne Brag 
come back ? They told him there came a man up to 
meet them, and bid them turn back again unto the 
king that ſent them, and fay unto him, Thus faith 
the Lord, Is it not becauſe there is not a God in 
Iſrael, that thou ſendeſt to inquire of Baalzebub the 
of Ekrop ? Therefore thou ſhalt not come down 
rom that bed on which thou art gone up, but ſhalt 
ſurely = | 

It ſeems the meſſengers did not know the het ; 
for the king aſked them what manner of 4 
that met them, and told them theſe words. And 
when they told him that he was an hairy man (which 
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is underſtood to be ſpoken not of his perſon, but his 
garment, which was rough, coarſe, and hairy) and 
386 a girdle of leather about his loins ; he ſaid, 
Fs Elijah Ve Tiſhbite, For it is probable he might 
have formerly ſeen him when he Grnounced judgment 
againſt his father Ahab. 

Elijah, having delivered his meſſage, was gone, and 
had fat him down on the top of an hill*. Thither 
the king ſent unto him a captain of fifty with his 
fifty men ; that if he refuſed to come with him by 
fair means, they might 4 him by force. 

The captain, as as he came to him, like a 
m_ reſolute — ſaid, Thou man of God, 
the king hath ſaid, come down.” This was not fuch 
language as the man of God uſed to receive from 
ſuch as profeſſed to be the people of God. The 

et therefore anſwered him as ſhort and as 
60 If (faid he I be a man of God, then let fire 
down from heaven, and conſume thee and thy fifty.” 
Immediately came fire down from heaven, and con- 
ſumed him and his fifty men. 

The king being acquainted with this, ſent unto 
him another captain of fifty with his fifty. Who 
(nothing daunted at the divine execution done u 
the former captain and his men) coming boldly up to 
Elijah, ſaid, O man of God, Thus hath the king 
ſaid, Come down quickly.” The pr het, anſwering 
li as be bod doe ie Genin A. = of tbe 
man of God, let fire come down * heaven, and con- 
ſume thee and thy fifty.” Whereupon the fire of God, 
coming down from heaven, forthwith conſumed him 
and his fifty. 

This was hot work, And though it may ſeem an 
hard cafe, that men under command ſhould ſuffer fa 
ſeverely for executing the commands of their ſu- 
riors, yet all — miniſters may hence learn, 
ow dangerous a thing it is to perſecute a ſervant of 
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God, though required by the higheſt of human 
ers. 
Fe The hardened king, notwithſtanding this, ſent 
again a captain of a third fifty with his fifty. But 
this captain, having bought wiſdom at the coſt of the 
two former, and being by the miſchief 
wed had ſuffered; when he came to Elijah, fell on 
his knees before him (bowing to that divine power, 
which he faw had broken forth in wrath upon the 
others, and which he knew was alike able to deſtroy 
him and his men alſo) and, inſtead of commanding, 
beſought him, ſaying, * O man of God, I pray thee, 
let my life, and the life of theſe fifty thy ſervants, be 
recious in thy fight. Behold, there came fire down 
= dan. al. burnt up the two captains of the 
former fifties with their fifries ; wherefore let my life 
now be precious in thy ſight.” 

This was regardful and moving language; and 
on this, the angel of the Lord faid to Elijah, 
down with him, be not afraid of him” (the king). 
Elyah thereupon went down with the captain ; and 
being brought before the king, faid unto him, Thus 
faith the Lord, foraſmuch as thou haſt ſent meſſen- 
gers to inquire of Baalzebub the god of Ekron (as if 
there were no God in Iſrael to inquire of) therefore 
thou ſhalt not come down from off that bed on which 
thou art gone up, but ſhalt ſurely die.” This was 
quickly made ; for Ahaziah did not recover of 
his hurt, but died Gras alter, according to the word 
of the Lord, which Elijah had ſpoken. And Jeho- 
ram, his brocher (for be had no ſon) reigned in his ſtead. 

The time now drawing near, wherein the Lord 
had determined to take up his ſervant Elijah into 
heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah went from Gilgal, 
raking with him Eliſha, whom God had before ap- 
pointed 1 Kings xix. 16. to ſucceed him in his 
phetical office, And as they went by the way, Elijah 
faid unto Eliſha, © Tarry here, I pray thee, for 


© 2 Kings ii. A.M. 3199. 
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Lord hath ſent me to Bethel.” But Eliſha anfwered 
him, As the Lord liveth, and as thy foul liveth, 
I will not leave ther: ſo they went down to Bethel 
together. 

Being come thither, the ſons of the prophets that 
were there, having a ick ſenſe that Elijah's 
was at hand, came to Eliſha, and ſaid unto 
him, © Knoweſt thou that the Lord will take away 
thy maſter from thy head to-day? Yes, ſaid Eliſha, 
I know it, hold you your peace.” 

At Bethel, Elijah faid again to Eliſha, « Tarry 
here I pray thee, for the Lord hath ſent me to Jeri- 
cho.“ But Eliſha anſwered him as before, aſſuring 
him that he would not leave him; ſo they went on 
together to Jericho. And there alſo the ſons of the 
prophets aſked Eliſha, as the others had done at Be- 
thel, „If he knew that the Lord would take his maſ- 
ter from him that day.” To whom again in like 
manner he anſwered, *«* Yes, I know it; and bid 
them alſo hold their peace. 

Here again Elijah faid to Eliſha, © Tarry, Ipray thee, 
here ; for the Lord hath ſent me to Jordan.” But 
Eliſha, as before, reſolvedly anſwering that he would 
not leave him, they went on t b 

Though Elijah ſeemed willing to have ſhaken off 
Eliſha in this journey, telling him, the Lord had ſent 
him to this, that, and the other place; yet the di- 
ſtance of the places one from the other, and the total 
filence of any buſineſs he did, or had to do at Be- 
thel, or at Jericho, make way for a reaſonable conjec- 
ture, that Elijah, knowing Eliſha was to ſucceed him, 
took theſe jaurnies, to proye the love, faith, zeal, 
and conſtancy of Eliſha, 

When they were come down to Jordar, and they 
two only ſtood by the river's fide, Elijah took his 
mantle (or cloke, which he ufually wore) and wrap- 
ping it together, ſmote the waters therewith ; which 
thereupon divided hither and thither, fo that they two 
went over on dry ground, 
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3 thus mi croſſed Jordan (the river 

er) Elijah ſaid to Eliſha, «* Aſk what I 
tall 5 Gor rhe, before I be taken away from thee.” 
Eliſha ſaid, I pray thee let a double 
IF by ſpirit be upon me.” Wherein he is 
thought to have alluded to the law for inheritances 
among the Jews, Deut. xxi. 17. by which he who, in 
> ded of pri nitute, ſucceeded to the father in the 
the family, enjoyed a double part or 
Ss of che eftoce or goods ; that is, twice as much 
rn And therefore ſince God 
had been him to be Elijah's ſucceſ- 
for in 8 miniſtry, he craved the privi 
lege of primogeniture, a double portion of that ſpirit 
which Elijah had been endued with. 

Elijah told him, he had aſked an hard thing. 

* he) It ſhall be granted thee, if thou 
9 taken from thee ; otherwiſe not.” 
Implying, that there muſt be a fp rieual vigilaney or 
watchfulneſs in him that r receive a ſpiri- 
tual bleſſing. 

Thus they walking on, and talking, on a ſudden 
there ed a chariot of fire, and horſes of fire, 
which parted them afunder, and Elijah went up by a 
whirlwind into heaven. 

Eliſha ſaw it; and that Elijah might know he ſaw 
jt, he cried out, My father, my father, the chariot 
of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof! After which, 
ing him no more, he took hold of his own clothes, 
and to his forrow, rent them in two pieces. 

Then taking up the mantle of Elijah, which as he 
aſcended, fell from him; he went back, and ſtood by 
the bank of Jordan, And with the mantle that fell 
from Elijah, ſmiting the waters as Elijah had done, 
he ſaid, © Where is the God of Elijah ?” Upon which 
che waters parted hither and thither, ſo that he alfa 
r 
This being obſerved by fome of the ſons of the 
prophets (who, following them out of Jericho, ſtood 
at a diſtance to fee what would be done) they faid one 

to 


But 
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to another, The ſpirit of Elijah doth reſt upon 
Eliſha.” And thereupon going to meet him, they 
bowed themſelves to the ground before him, acknow- 
ledging him to have the chief place among them, as 
Elijah had before him. | 
Theſe being over-folicitous about Elyah's body 
and furmiſing that venture the Spirit of the 
having taken him up, might have caſt him upon 
von: ns or in ſome ay Ie of Eliſha, 
might ſend out fifty men of their company 
. ee but Eliſha plainly forbad them. rel 
importunately preſſing him, he at length, againſt 
his mind, yielded to them. Whereupon the fifty men 
went out, and having ſought him three days to no 
purpoſe, returned to Jericho, where they found Eliſha, 
and by him were blamed for their over-offictouſneſs. 
While Eliſha tarried at Jericho, the men of the 
city came to him, and told him, that though the ſi- 
tuation of the city was pleaſant, as he himſelf might 
obſerve ; yet the water was naught, and the ground 
barren. He thereupon bid them bring him a new 
cruſe (or vial) and put ſome ſalt therein; which when 
they had done, he went forth unto the ſpring of the 
waters, and having caſt in the falt there, he faid, 
« Thus faith the Lord, I have healed theſe waters; 
there ſhall not be from thence any more unwholſome- 
neſs or barrenneſs. So the waters were healed from 
thenceforward, according to the ſaying of Eliſha. 
From thence he went unto Bethel * (which had been, 
and for aught appears then was, the chief ſeat of ido- 
try in Iſrael, where Jeroboam had ſet up one of his 
idol calves, 1 Kings xii. 28. 29). And as he was going 
up by the way, a company of little children coming 
out of the city, mocked him, ſaying, Go up thou 
ba head, go up thou bald head.” He turning back, 
and looking on them, curſed them in the name of the 
Lord. Whereupon there came forth two ſhe-bears 
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out of an adjacent wood, and tore two-and-forty of 
the children. 

Unlikely it is that ſo ſevere a judgment would have 
been inflited on theſe little children, had their 
mocking Eliſha proceeded only from childiſh folly. 
It is therefore reaſonable to conclude, that the pro- 

was ſenſible theſe children had been 
2 idolatrous parents, or others of that place, 
to deride and mock him as a prophet of the 9 
who was zealous againſt their idolatry: and the in- 
dignity offered to him, in his etical capacity, 
reflecting on the Lord who ne | = was . 
the more exemplarily puniſhed, that others might fear, 
and learn to beware. 

From Bethel the prophet returning by mount Car- 
mel to Samaria, found freſh ſervice there, which was 
thus occaſioned : 

The Moabites had been tributaries to Iſrael ever 
fince David conquered them, 2 Sam. viii. 2. and con- 
tinued fo till Ahab's death. After which, in his fon 
Ahaziah's reign, they rebelled, 2 Kings 1. 1. and 
Ahaziah, having but a ſhort reign, and receiving that 
hurt by his fall which haſtened his death, not 
reduced them. The tribute which the Moabites uſed 
to pay the kings of Iſracl, was an hundred thouſand 
lambs, an hundred thouſand rams, with the wool. 
This having been with-holden and denied ever ſince 
Ahab's 1, Jehoram, a younger ſon of Ahab, ſuc- 
ceeding his brother Ahaziah in the kingdom of Iſrael, 
reſolved to reduce Moab to their former ſubjection by 
arms. And in order thereunto, he not only muſtered 
all Iſrael to the war, but ſent to Jehoſhaphat, the king 
of Judah, to invite him to go with him to battle 
againſt Moab. 

Jehoſhaphat, though he had ſmarted twice before 
for the ſame thing, too eaſily yielded to join forces, 
and go with Jehoram ©. And having conſulted toge- 
ther which way they ſhould go up, and concluded to 
go through the wilderneſs of Edom, they took the 
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king of Edom alſo with them; who, though called a 

king, was indeed but a vice-roy, lieutenant, or de- 

ty-king to Jehoſhaphat, 1 Kings xxii. 47. For 

had been tributary to Judah, ever fince king 

David fubdued them, 2 Sam. viii. 14. and yet for a 
while continued fo. 

Then ſetting forward, theſe three kings fetched a 

compaſs of ſeven days journey *, that they might come 
with the er advantage upon the backs of their 
enemies; and thereby they ran themſelves and their 
armies into very great ſtreights and dangers. For 
there was no water in that wilderneſs to ſuffice the 
hoſt, and the cattle that followed them through fo 
10ng a march. This put them to a ſtand. And the 

of Iſrael, conſcious of his own evil ways where- 
wn, had provoked the Lord, cried out, Alas! the 
Led hath Sand theſe three kings into the hand 
of Moab. 

But Jehoſhaphat (who was a good man, though too 
eaſily drawn into bad company) having his eye to 
God for help, aſked, * Is there not here a prophet of 
the Lord, that we may inquire of the Lord by him?“ 
Yes, ſaid one of the king of Iſrael's ſervants, here is 
Eliſha the fon of Shaphat, who poured water on the 
hands of Elijah (that is, waited on him as his ſervant). 
Jehoſhaphat replying, © The word of the Lord is 
with him ;” the three kings went down together to 
him. 

But when Eliſha ſaw the king of Iſrael coming, 
« What (faid he) have I to do with thee ? Get thee 
to the prophets of thy father, and to the prophets of 
thy mother (the — 4 of Baal, and of the groves).” 
Nay, faid the king of Iſrael, It is not for me only 
that we come to inquire : but the Lord hath called 
theſe three kings together to deliver them into the 
hand of Moab. As the Lord of hoſts liveth, re- 


plied Eliſha, before whom I ſtand, affuredly, were it 


f A. M. 310g. 


not 


SACRED HISTORY. Part III. 


regard the preſence of Jehoſhaphat king of 
Judah, I would not look towards thee, nor ſee t 
The reaſon of this great averſion in the prophet 
from the king of Iſrael, was, that though he was not 
ſo bad as his father and his mother (for he had 
image of Baal which his father had 
wrought evil in the fight of the Lord, 
ad cleave unto the fins of Jeroboam the ſon of 
Nebat, 2 _— Iſrael to fin (the — and the 


176 
not that I 


— the minds er the pri of 2 
due attention). And while the minſtrel played, the 
hand of the Lord (that is, 1 
gift of prophecy) came upon prophet, and he ſaid, 
«© Thus 
ditches : for thus faith the Lord, ye ſh 
wind, neither ſhall ye ſee rain; yet that 
be filled with water, that ye may drink, 
your cattle, and your beaſts. And this is 
thing in the ſight of the Lord; for he will deliver 
the Moabites alſo (whom ye go to fight againſt) into 
your hand, and ye ſhall ep tothe applet) ins and 
every choice city, and ſhall fell every good tree, and 
ſtop all the wells of water, and mar every 
piece of land with ſtones ;” that is, ye ſhall ſpare no- 
thing, but quite deſtroy the country. 

This iction was ſoon fulfilled ; for next morn- 
ing, at the time when the meat-offering was offered, 
there came n and the coun- 
try was filled with water. 


aith the Lord, make this valley full of 
not ſee 


were comi 
III 
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waters, in a place where they knew there never uſed 
to be any water, they thought it was blood, and the 
rather, for that the water (God fo diſpoſing it) ap- 
yore to them as red as blood. Concluding there- 
ore that the kings were ſlain, and that the adverſe 
armies had ſmitten one another, they cried, © Moab, to 
the ſpoil;” and made what hafte they could to it. 

But when they came to the camp of Iſrael, they 
ſoon (yer too late) found their miſtake: for the Iſrae- 
lites ſallying out upon them, ſmote the Moabites, and 
put them to flight, and purſuing them into their own 
country, flew them there: and beating down their 
cities, made great devaſtation in the country, ſpoiling 
the land, by caſting every man his ſtone upon every 
good piece of ground they came to ; ſtopping up alſo 
the wells of water, and felling every y tree, 
till they came to Kirharaſeth. This probably was a 
remarkable city, for beauty or for ſtrength, or both; 
for the name imports a © wall of workmanſhip.” 

Into this city, it ſeems, the king of Moab (whoſe 


name was Meſha) had fled for ſafety, with ſuch of 


his ſcattered forces as in this general rout he could 
rally; and here the confederate armies beſieged him. 
The defence he made ſecured his place from being 
razed, as others were. So that, though it were ina 


fort bombed, the flingers ſurrounding it and ſhaking 


it, yet the well-wrought wall ſtood. 
But the king of Moab, 


undred men that drew ſwords, made a deſperate 
fally, intending to break through on that fide where 
the king of Edom lay. But finding too ſtrong a re- 
ſiſtance, he was forced to retreat, and ſhut himſelf 
up in the city again. 

Then filled with indignation againf Iſrael, and to 
let them ſee that he was reſolved never to yield the 
place, but that he, andevery man of his *, would die upon 
the ſpot firſt, he took his eldeſt fon, who was to have 


| 6 2 Kings iv. - 
Vol. IL N reigned 


leſs to maintain the 
ace againſt ſo great a force, taking with him ſeyen © 


— 


| 
\ 
| 
| 


and that mentio 
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reigned after him, and offered him for a burnt-offer- 
ing upon the wall; that having thereby, as he ſup- 
poſed, pacified his offended gods, he might ſucceed 
the better in the war afterwards. Some think (among 
whom are Tremellius and Junius, in their annotation 
on Amos i. 16. in them, but chap. ii. 1. in the Eng- 
liſh) that it was not his own ſon that the king of 
Moab thus ſacrificed, but the ſon and heir of the 
king of Edom, whom he had taken in the late fally : 
but it ſeems more able that it was his own fon ; 
in Amos, of his burning the 
bones of the king of Edom into lime, related to ſome 
other fact and time. But which ſoever it was, the 
fight of ſo barbarous a cruelty had ſuch a compaſ- 
ſionate effect on the hearts of the confederate armies, 
that forthwith raiſing the ſiege, they returned to their 
own countries. Where leaving them for a while to 
reſt and refreſh themſelves, let us, as the courſe of 
the hiſtory leads, take notice of ſome more very re- 
markable miracles wrought by the prophet Eliſha, 
whether in the ſame order of time wherein they are 
related or not. 

Eliſha being returned to Samaria, there came unto 


him a certain woman *, who was a widow to one of 


the fons of the prophets, and thus beſpake him : 
« Thy ſervant my huſband is dead; and _—_ he 
died in debt, yet thou knoweſt he was one that feared 
the Lord (and fo did not run into debt through 
1l-huſbandry or evil courſes). And not having left 
wherewith to pay, the creditors come to take my 
two fons to be bondmen.” 

Eliſha, commiſerating the poor woman's condition, 


aſked her what he ſhould do for her; and bid her tell 


him what ſhe had in the houſe. Truly nothing, 
ſaid ſhe, fave a pot of oil. Then ſaid he, Go, 
borrow thee good ſtore of empty veſſels of all thy 
neighbours ; and when thou haſt brought them home, 
ſhut the door upon thyſelf and thy ſons, and pour out 


> A. M. 3109. * 
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thy oil into all thoſe veſſels, till ſetting them aſide 


that are full.” 

owing the s direction, went 

and ſhutting herſelf and her 

ſons in, they pty 
poured out of her oil into them: and as long 
empty veſſels held out, the oil increaſing held out al- 
; but when calling for another veſſel, her ſon told 
were all full, the oil ſtaid. Then goi 
ts ts wn of Cad, and itn Mi where ths hr 
done, and what increaſe ſhe had of the oil; he bid 
her go ſell the oil, and pay her debt, and then ſhe and 
her children ſhould live of the reſt. A very good 
leſſon for debtors to learn. 

The next account we have of this prophet is 
from Shunem (a town in the tribe of Iffachar, Joſh. 
xix. 18.) where dwelt a woman of great note; whoſe 
huſband being ancient, had left, it ſeems, the order- 
ing of his family much to his wife. She obſerving 
Eliſha to paſs often that way, invited him to come 
in and eat with them, which he did; and finding a 
kind reception from her huſband and her, he after- 
wards, as oft as he paſſed by, turned in thither ro re- 
freſh himſelf. 
After ſome time, the woman, having converſed 

with Eliſha, and made her obſervations thereupon, 
told her huſband, that ſhe perceived this of 
theirs, who paſſed ſo often 1 was an holy man 
of God: therefore ſhe her huſband, that 
they might make a little chamber upon the wall; 
and ſet for him there a bed, and a table, and a ſtool, 
and a candleftick (furniture for uſe, not oſtentation, 
anſwering his conveniency, not their grandeur) ; that 
ſo, whenſoever he ſhould come to them, he might 
take up his lodging there. The huſband confenting 
to his wife's propoſal, the chamber was forthwith 
fitted up; and the next time Eliſha came thither, he 
was directed into that chamber, and thenceforward 


cook that for his lodging. 


Pleaſed 


S ___. 


died. The afflicted mother, 
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Pleaſed with theſe kind and plain accommodations, 
and having a grateful mind to requite his benefac- 
tors, Eliſha, one time when he was in his lodging, 
bid his ſervant Gehazi ſpeak to the Shunamite his 
landlady, and let her know he was ſenſible of her 
kindneſs in the care ſhe had taken for him, and would 
7 anſwer it in what he could; and therefore he 

ould aſk her what might be done for her, and whe- 
ther ſhe would be ſpoken for to the king, or to the 
captain of the hoſt in any caſe. Gehazi avis deli- 
vered his maſter's meſſage 8 her, ſhe anſwered, I 
dwell among my own people :” thereby intimat1 
that living lovingly with her neighbours, ſhe hed os 
occaſion to complain or ſeek redreſs for any thing. 

Gehazi reporting this her anfwer to his maſter, 
Eliſha ſaid to him, what then is to be done for her ? 
Why, faid Gehazi, ſhe hath no child, and her huſ- 
band is old. The prophet 8 his meaning, 
bid him call her; and when ſhe was come, and ſtood 
before him, he, without any compliment or ceremo- 
nious introduction, ſaid unto her, About this ſea- 
fon, — to the courſe of life, thou ſhalt em- 

a ſon.” | 
As this was quite beſide her ation, ſo it is 
hkely it might exceed her belief; for the anſwer ſhe 
gave him was, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, 
do not lie unto thy handmaid” (that is, do not put 
me in a vain hope, and thereby deceive me). How- 
ever, the woman after this in* due time bare a fon, 
according as Eliſha had predicted. 

When this child was grown up that he could run 
about, he went out one morning, in the harveſt-time, 
to his father, who was with his reapers. There he 
had not been long ere he was taken with a fore pain 
m his head, which made him cry out, My head, my 
head. His father thereupon ordered a ſervant to car- 
ry him home to his mother ; which the ſervant doing, 


he fat upon his mother's knees till noon, and then 


ſeeing her only child 
chamber of the man of 
God; 
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God; and having laid him on his bed, ſhut the door, 
and came out, and calling to her huſband, deſired 
him to ſend one of the . young men, and one of the 
afles, that ſhe tight run to the man of God, and come 
again. He not underſt „or not duly conſider- 
ing,. the urgency of. the occ on, aſked her, why the 
would go that day, it neither new moon nor 
ſabbath (which were the uſual days of going to in- 
quire of the Lord in any caſe, or to perform any pub- 
lick exerciſe of religious worſhip). But 3 preſſing 
to be gone, he ſent her the ſeryant and the aſs; and 
ſhe mounting, bid the ſervant drive on, and go for- 
* and not flack his pace, unleſs ſhe bid 


"The man af Ord ns os Cumnch, and happened to 
eſpy the woman afar off before ſhe was come to 
him; and pointing to her, faid to Gehazi his ſervant, 
2 Behold, vonder is that Shunamite; run therefore 
now, I pray thee, to meet her, and aſk her, if it 
be well with her, with her huſband, and with the 
child.” 

Away ran Gehazi to her; but ſhe, not willing to 
ſpend time in entertaining diſcourſe with him, 40 


far Well; = on to the prophet him- 
As ſoon as ſhe was got to him, ſhe fell down, and 
caught him by the feet; which his ſervant Gehazi 
ſeeing, came near to thruſt her away: but his maſter 
ſaid, © Let her alone, for her foul is vexed within 
her, and the Lord hath hid the cauſe of it from 
me.“ 

The woman by this time having a little recovered 
her ſpirits, ſaid unto him, Did I deſire a ſon of my 
Did I not ſay, do not deceive me ?” 
Before ſhe could 2 forth any more, the prophet 
47 1 bending the matter, ſaid to Gehazi, © Gird up 

loins (that is, thy coat about thy loins, that it 
— ac; Mr Sr ae) ood e my ſtaff in 
thy: bond, and. aan hy 20p- If thou meet any man, 
ſalute him not, and „ * 
3 
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him not again (that is, make no delay, nor loſe any 
time, by ſtopping to ſpeak with any body on the 
way) and lay my upon the face of the child.” 

This probably might have t the cure, had 
nat the ſolicitous mother importunately preſſed the 
prophet to go with her, telling him poſitively ſhe 
would not go back without him: which reſolu- 
tion ſhe bound with an aſſeveration, commonly uſed 
in thoſe times, ſaying, ©* As the Lord liveth, and as 
thy ſoul liveth, I will not leave thee.” Whereupon 
he aroſe and followed her. 

Gehazi obſerving his maſter's direction, had made 
ſo much haſte, that he had laid the ſtaff on the face 
of the child; and finding thereupon no token or 
ſymptom of life, 2 coming back to his maſter ; and 
meeting him on the way, told him in a pretty ſignifi- 
. the child was not awaked. 

Eliſha thereupon entering the houſe, and finding the 
child lying dead upon his bed, ſhut the door upon 
them two, and prayed unto the Lord. Then getting 
up upon the he lay upon the child; and putting 
his mouth upon the child's mouth, his eyes upon its 
eyes, and his hands upon its hands, he ſtretched him- 
ſelf upon the child (as his maſter Elijah had once 
done on a like occaſion, 1 Kings xvii. 21.) and the 
fleſh of the child waxed warm. Then walking a turn 
or two about the chamber, 282 again, and hav- 
ing in like manner ſtretched himſelf again upon the 
child, the child ſneezed ſeven times, and opened its 


es. - 

Eliſha then bid his ſervant call the mother; and ſhe 
upon the call quickly coming, he bid her take up 
her ſon. At which word the overjoyed mother falling 
down at the prophet's feet, and bowing herſelf to the 
ground, in reverence to that divine power, through 
which ſo great a miracle was wrought, and by whieh 
ſhe had received ſo great a benefit, rook up the child 


and went to Gilgal, 


is, 
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is, the diſciples or ſcholars *') of the (who were 
many in number) fitting before him, he bid his ſer- 


vant ſet on the great pot, and ſeethe pottage for them. 
One of them thereupon going forth into the field, to 
gather herbs for the pottage, found a wild vine (ſo it 
is rendered, but is ſuppoſed to be the ſame which her- 
baliſts call colloguintida, which hath a ſtrong purging 
quality): and of this having gathered his lapful, 
came and ſhred it into the pot of pottage, not 
knowing the nature of it. When the pottage was 
ſod, they poured out for the men to eat. But as they 
were eating, finding ſome ill effeft thereof upon them, 
they gave over eating, and cried out, O thou man 
of God, there is death in the pot.” Then faid he, 
« Bring ſome meal; which being brought, he caſt 
into the pot, and ſaid, Pour out now for the people, 
that they may eat; and then they did eat without 
While the prophet tarried here with the ſons of the 
rophets, there came a man from Baalſhaliſha, and 
ht him bread of the firſt-fruits, twenty loaves of 
barley, and ſome full ears of corn in the huſk. The 
rophet, knowing food was ſhort among them, bid 
| his ſervant ſet it before the le, that they might 
eat. The ſervant (wanting faith, the want of which 
brings often with it want of obedience) ſaid, To 
what purpoſe ſhould I ſet this before an hundred men?“ 
But, ſaid the prophet again, Give the people that 
they may eat : for thus faith the Lord, they ſhall eat, 
and ſhall leave thereof.” Upon this he ſet it be- 
fore them; and they did eat, and left thereof, accor- 
ding to the word of the Lord. 

Before Eliſha left them, theſe ſons of the prophets, 
addreſſing themſelves to him, ſhewed him that the 
place where they dwelt was too ſtreight, ſo that they 
wanted room. Wherefore they defired him to let 
them go to Jordan, and from the banks thereof fetch 
every one a beam, or piece of timber, that they might 


i A. M. 3110. | 
N 4 therewith 
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therewith make them a more commodious place to 
dwell in. He bid them go: but they, not being wil- 
ling to go without him, one of them faid to him, 
Vouchſafe, I pray thee, to go with thy ſervants. He 
conſenting, went with them; and being come to Jor- 
dan, they fell to work to cut down timber. But as 
one of them was felling a tree for a beam with a bor- 
rowed axe, the axe-head, dropping off from the helve, 
fell into the water. At which the workman crying out, 
&« Alas, maſter ! for it was borrowed :” the man of 
God aſked him, „Where it fell?“ And when the 
workman had ſhewed him the place, the man of God 
cutting a ſtick, and caſting it in there, immediately 
the axe did fwim: fo that the workman, by the pro- 
phet's direction, put forth his hand, and took it up. 

Eliſha now returning to Samaria, found his preſence 
was needed there“, by reaſon of an extraordinary caſe, 
which thus happened : 

Naaman, captain-general of the hoſt of the king 
of Syria, a man much renowned for his valour, and 
in great efteem with the king his maſter, was a leper. 
And the Syrians, upon ſome excurſion which they had 
made upon Iſrael, having brought out of the land of 
Ifrael, amongſt other captives, a little maid, who 
waited on Naaman's wife; ſhe one day, diſcourſin 
with her miftreſs about her lord's diſeaſe, —. 
to ſay, Would God, my lord was with the pro- 
phet that is in Samaria: for he would recover him 
of his leproſy.” 

One that over-heard this, went and told the king 
what this Ifraclitiſh maid had ſaid: whereupon the 
king put Naaman upon going ; offering to give him 
his letters of recommendation to the king of Iſrael. 
Naaman thereupon, taking with him a very noble 
preſent for the prophet, viz. ten talents of filver 
(amounting, at three hundred ſeventy-five pounds 
each, to three thouſand ſeven hundred and fifty pounds) 
and fix thouſand pieces of gold (ſuppoſed to be ſhe- 


= 2 Kings v. A. M. 3107. 


kels, 
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kels, which, at fifteen ſhillings a piece, came to four 
thouſand five hundred pounds) and beſides all this, 
ten changes of raiment ; he left Damaſcus, and took 
his journey for Samaria, then the royal ſeat of the 
kings of Iſrael. 

Being come thither, he delivered his letter, the 
contents whereof (fo far as related to this buſineſs) 
ran thus : 

% Now when this letter is come unto thee, be- 
hold, I have therewith ſent Naaman my ſervant to 
thee, that thou mayſt recover him of his leproſy.” 


When the king of Iſrael had read the letter, not 


knowing the occaſion upon which it was written, but 
ſuſpecting a deſign to lie under it, he rent his clothes, 
and cried out, Am I God, to kill and to make 
alive, that this man doth fend to me, to recover a 
man of his leproſy ? Wherefore conſider, I pray you, 
faid he to his ſervants, and fee how he ſeeketh an oc- 
caſion of quarrel againſt me.” 

The report of this ſtrange fort of letter, and of the 


king's trouble on the reading of it, quickly came ta 
the prophet Eliſha's ear, who thereupon ſent this 


meſſage to the king: © Let the leper come to me, 
and he ſhall know that there is a prophet in Ifrael,” 
The king, glad to be thus eaſed, referred Naaman 
to the prophet. Who thereupon coming with his 
chariot and horſes, ſtood at the door of Eliſha's 


houſe, expecting ſome gre 


at ceremonious and formal 
performances from him. But the prophet, quite con- 
trary, not ſo much as going forth to fee or ſpeak 
with him, ſent him only this meſſage, © Go and 
waſh in Jordan ſeven times, and thy fleſh ſhall come 
again unto: thee, and thou ſhalt be clean.” 

This great diſappointment of his expeCtation put 
Naaman into fuch a paſſion, that in great wrath he 
went away, ſaying, © I thought he would ſurely have 
come out to me, and have ſtood, and called on the 
name of the Lord his God, and have moved his hand 
to and fro over the place, and fo have recovered the 
leper. What 6 
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Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damaſcus, better than 
all the waters of Iſrael? May I not waſh in them, and 
be clean ?” So he turned, * went away in a rage. 
But after ſome time, when his anger was a little abated, 
his ſervants coming to him, intreated him to conſi- 
der, Whether if the prophet had bid him do ſome 
great thing, he would not have done it: and how 
much more reaſonable it was, when the prophet only 
bid him waſh, for him to do ſo ſmall a thing, in or- 
der to be cleanſed.” 

By their 1mportunity and reaſoning perſuaded, he at 
length went down; and having dipped himſelf ſeven 
times in Jordan, his fleſh came again, like unto the 
fleſh of a little child ; and he was clean, according to 
the ſaying of the man of God. 

Then returning with all his retinue to the man of 
God, he came, and ftanding before him, ſaid, Be- 
MT nw 7 he eo ac all the 
earth, but the God of Iſrael. Now therefore, I pray, 
4 by thy means I have received ſo great a be- 

ihe him) take thou a bleſſing (that is, a pre- 
— of thy —＋ The prophet, not mercenary, 
anſwered; „As the Lord liveth, before whom 1 
ſtand (or whoſe ſervant I am) I will not receive any.“ 
And though Naaman urged him to take it, yet he 
ptterly refuſed. 
Naaman then, proteſting that he would thenceforth 
offer neither burnt-offering nor ſacrifice unto other 
but only to the Lord, defired of the prophet 
that he might have two mules burthen of earth, ta 
carry home with him; zealouſly, but ignorantly, 
thinking, either that there was ſome inherent holineſs 
in the earth of that country, or that the God of Iſrael 
would not be ſacrificed unto upon any other earth than 
the earth of Iſrael. 

But becauſe he had now declared that he would 
never more worſhip any other God but the Lord; 
he deprecates an offence that might ariſe from his 
going into the houſe of Rimmon (the idol of the Sy- 
rians) with his maſter, when he went thither to = 

P · 
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ſhip. © In this thing (ſaid he to the prophet) the 
Lord 22 thy ſervant, that when my maſter goeth 
into the houſe of Rimmon, and he leaning on my 
hand, I bow myſelf in the houſe of Rimmon ; when, 
on that occaſion, I bow myſelf in the houſe of Rim- 
mon, the Lord pardon thy ſervant in this thing.” All 
the anſwer the prophet gave him was, Go in peace: 
which was, among the Iſraelites, a common form of 
valediction. with it Naaman departed. 

From theſe words of Naaman, and the 2 
anſwer, a diſpute hath ariſen, whether Naaman's bow- 
ing in the houſe of Rimmon, though not with an in- 
tent to worſhip the idol (but only to accommodate 
himſelf to his maſter's poſture, who leaned on him, 
while he bowed himſelf in worſhip to the idol) was a 
fin, or no. 

Thoſe time- ſerving miniſters of ſtate, and others, 
who are willing to fail with every wind of worldly 
preferment, excuſe it, as allowed (in their opinion) by 
the prophet's ſaying, Go in peace. 

But others, ſeeing the danger of ſuch a politick 
conformity, and willing to forecloſe the way thereto, 
read the words in the preter tenſe; which varying 
the verſion from [when my maſter goeth into, &c. 
and I bow,] to [when my maſter went into, &c. and 
I bowed,] make the ſenſe of the words to be a craving 
pardon for a ſinful ice in times paſt, not a li- 
cence to continue it in time to come. See Godwyn's 
Moſes and Aaron, I. 4. c. 7. p. 181. and Dan. Dyke's 
Deceitfulneſs of Man's Heart, p. 181. 

Naaman was no ſooner gone, but Gehazi, the pro- 
you Eliſha's ſervant (whoſe fingers itched to be 
handling ſome of Naaman's money and raiment) ſaid 
within himſelf, Though my maſter hath ob mags this 
Syrian, in not receiving at his hand that preſent which 
he brought ; yet I will furely = ox ds. and take 
ſomewhat of 1 5 8 — he followed Naa - 
man, while he was yet got but a 1 and Naa 

man turning, and ſeeing him ter him, out 


running 
of reſpett to his maſter alighting from his charior, 
went 
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r La 3 ond 
« Yes, faid Gehazi, all is well.” But forging a 

ſage in his maſter's Sd oo 
hath ſent me to acquaint thee, that even 1 of 
thou lefteſt him) there are come to him from mount 
Ephraim two young men of the ſons of the ts; 
to whom he deſires thee to give a talent of ſilver, and 
two c of garments. 

Naaman, glad of this opportunity, to gratify (as he 
thought) the man of God, faid to Gehazi', Let me 
perſuade thee to take two talents :” and ſling ham 
to take them, he bound up two talents (being ſeven 
hundred and fifty pounds) in two . wh two 
changes of garments ; and ſent two of his ſervants with 
Gehazi, to carry them for him. They had not far to 
go, before they came to the tower: where Gehazi, 
taking the loading from the ſervants, diſpoſed it in a 
private place and ſent them back after their maſter. 

Then reckoning all was fafe, in went he, and ſtood 
define dis cater” © he ja to do. His maſter, by 
2 divinegevelation, knowing where he had been, and 

what he had done, aſked him, Whence he came ?” 
He, to excuſe himſelf by another lie, anſwered, 
« Thy ſervant went no whither.” No? replied his 
maſter, © Went not my heart with thee, when the 
man turned again from his chariot to meet thee ? Is 
it a time to receive money, and to receive 
or any other gifts? Of which he enumerated divers 
forts. Since therefore thou haſt coveted the things 
of Naaman, the leproſy of Naaman ſhall cleave unto 
thee, and unto thy feed for ever.” 8 

This divine ſemence unc 
As a due nd for his cove 
and lying, _ immediaely ſeized wpon him ſo that he 
went out from the preſence of his maſter, a leper, 


white as ſnow, 
Some time after this, the king of Syria making war 


upon Iſracl, and conſulting and concluding with bis 
13 Kings vi. 


ſervants 
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ſervants in what place to 2 againſt them, 
Eliſha ſent word to the king of Iſrael, to warn him 
that he ſhould beware — 'S E à place, fot 
thither the Syrians were come and lay in wait 
for him. And this the did more than once 
or 8 By which means the king of Iſrael, ſend- 
— and finding it was ſo, eſcaped the 

the king of Syria's deſigns upon him 
— = difap inted and defeated. 

This fo troubled the king of Syria, that * his 
ſervants t , he ſaid unto them, Will 
ſhew me which of us is for the king of Ifrael ; — 
who it is us that diſcovers our counſels 
to him.“ Upon that one of his ſervants (who per- 
haps might have been at Samaria with > Ling: bu we 
reer my lord, O ki 

iſha the prophet, who is in Iſrael, telleth 
TS I ee ie i be 
chamber.” 

Then faid the king, Go, and ſpy where he is, 
that I may ſend a party of horſe to ſeize him, 8 
bring him hither.” One of his ſervants ſaid, He is 
at this time at Dothan (a little city not far from Sa- 
maria).” The king thereupon ſent horſes and cha- 
riots, and a ſtrong party; which came by night, and 
compaſſed the is _—_ 8 

Early next morning, $ ſervant 
bly a new one, for we read no more of Geha- 
z!'s being with him, after that he was ſmitten with 
the leprofy y for his wickedneſs) was got up, and gone 

he ſaw the hoſt encompaſſing the city with 
both horſes and chariots. Wherefore haſting to his 
maſter, he cried out, Alas, my maſter! how ſhall 
we do?” His maſter bid him not be afraid: © for 
they (faid he) that be with us, are more than they, 
that be with them.” | 

And to convince him of it, he prayed to the Lord 
to open his ſervant's eyes, that he might ſee it. The 


= A, M. 3115. 


Lord 
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Lord anfwered the prophet's prayer; and te young 
man's eyes being 151 he ſaw the mountain fu 
of horſes and chariots of _ m_ about 1 4 

The Syrians, thinking they Eliſha ſafe, came 
down to ſeize upon him. But Eliſha praying again 
that the Lord would ſmite them with blindneſs, they 
were ſo blinded, that they did not know Eliſha, 
when he came to them. He thereupon telling them, 
that was not the way, nor that the city they ſhould 
go to, bid them follow him, and he would bring them 
to the man whom they ſought. They following him, 
he led them to Samaria : and having brought them 
into the city, he prayed the Lord to open their eyes, 
that they might ſee where they were; and their ſight 
being reſtored, they ſaw themſelves in the midſt of 
Samaria, and in the hands of their enemies. 

The king of Iſrael would gladly have taken the 
advantage to have cut off ſo many of his enemies : 
but not daring to do it without conſulting the pro- 
phet, he aſked him, My father, ſhall I ſmite them? 
ſhall I ſmite them?” „ No, by no means, ſaid the 
prophet : for if they had been taken as priſoners of 
war, yet after quarter given, thou wouldſt not have 
ſlain them; much leſs ſhouldſt thou flay theſe, whom 
thou haſt not taken in war. Rather, ſaid he, ſer 
food before them; that having eat and drank, they 
may return to their maſter, and report to him the 
good uſage they have had.” The prophet's counſel 
took place, and the Syrian ſoldiers, being well enter- 
tained, were peaceably diſmiſſed. 

Some think this kind treatment diſpoſed the Sy- 
rians to a more peaceable temper, and to be quiet 
neighbours afterwards : becauſe it follows in the text, 
So the bands of Syria came no more into the land 
of Iſrael.” Others think it only made the Syrians 
more wary how they ventured to make their incur- 
ſions and inroads upon Iſrael with fingle brigades, or 
in ſmall bands, but that they came afterwards in fuller 
armies ; becauſe the next verſe tells us, that Ben- 
hadad king of Syria, after this (how long after is 
| ſome what 
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ſomewhat uncertain, but certainly it could not be very 
long after, for Benhadad did not live long after) 
having gathered all his hoſt together, went up and 
beſieged Samaria. 

This was a very ſtrait ſiege, and brought the be- 
ſieged to great diſtreſs. For as the ſiege cauſed a 
at famine in Samaria, ſo the long continuance of 
it increaſed the famine to that height, that an aſs's 
head was ſold for fourſcore pieces of filver (which 
being taken for common ſhekels, and valued at fif- 
teen pence a piece, came to five pounds of ſterlin 
money): and the fourth part of a Kab (or quart) of 
dove's dung, was fold for five pieces (or ſhekels) of 
ſilver, or fix ſhillings three-pence. 

But every one among the beſieged was not able to 
ay after this rate, if the commodity had been to be 
ad. So that the poorer ſort of people were driven 
to the utmoſt extremity, as the following inſtance will 
manifeſt. For as the king of Iſrael was paſſing by 
upon the wall, there cried a woman unto him, ſaying, 
« Help, my lord, O king.” He thinking ſhe would 
importune him for bread, anſwered her fomewhat 
roughly, If the Lord do not help thee, whence 
ſhall I help thee? Out of the barn-floor, or out of 
the wine- This fretful anſwer did not ſatisfy 
the woman ; but it ſeems ſhe continued her cry to the 
king, which made him aſk her what ailed her? 
Whereupon ſhe thus opened her complaint : 

« This woman (pointing to another) ſaid unto me, 
Give thy ſon, that we may eat him to-day; and we 
will eat my ſon to-morrow. So we boiled my fon, 
and did eat him: and on the next day I faid to her, 
Give thy ſon, that we may eat him; and ſhe hath hid 
her ſon.” 

Though this was but one of thoſe judgments which 
Mofes had long before told the Ifraclites ſhould fall 
upon them, Deut. xxviii. 53. if they rebelled againit 
the Lord (as theſe had done), and therefore might have 
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been 
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been the leſs ſurpriſing, yet it being a thing ſo ab- 
horrent from nature, for parents to feed upon the fleſh 
of their own children, the king upon hearing thereof 
was fo ſtruck, that he rent his x ee hap whereby the 
le that were preſent perceived that he had fack- 
cloth underneath upon his fleſh. 

But though he had on him the outward ſigns of ſor- 
row, he had not in him the ſigns of true repentance. 
For flying out moſt fiercely againſt the prophet Eliſha, 
as if he had been inſtrumental to bring this diſtreſs 
upon them, he fwore he would take off Eliſha's head 
that day; and forthwith ſent an officer to do it, him- 
ſelf alſo following him. 

Eliſha, mean while, fitting in his houſe, with the 
elders about him, had this deſign againſt his life re- 
vealed to him by the ſpirit of the Lord. And there- 
upon, before the officer came, he faid to the elders, 
« See ye how this ſon of a murderer (meaning Ahab, 
the father of this king, who had ſlain Naboth, and 
other men) hath ſent to take away mine head. 
Look when the meſſenger comes, that ye ſhut the 
door, and keep him out a while (till I have delivered 
the meſſage I have from the Lord): for is not the 
found of his maſter's feet behind him ?” 

He had ſcarce done ſpeaking before the meſſenger 
came; whom the elders entertaining at the door with 
diſcourſe (and endeavouring to convince him that this 
grievous famine, and the miſery that attended it, was 
not an accidental thing, but an evident judgment, 


ſent by God upon them for their ſins) he, or perhaps W# 


the king rather (who, following him, might by this 
time be come up to them) in a deſperate mind faid, 
« Nay! If this evil be of the Lord,. what ſhould I 
wait for (or truſt in) the Lord any longer ?” 

The prophet Eliſha hearing this, could contain no 
*; but cried out, Hear ye the word of the 
Lord: Thus faith the Lord, To-morrow, about this 
time, ſhall a meaſure (which Godwyn explains to be 


* 2 Kings vii. 


a gallon 
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a gallon and half, or fix quarts) of fine flour be fold 
for a ſhekel (or fifteen pence) and two meafures of 
barley for a el.” | 

A that was t (on whoſe hand the king 
leaned) hearing this, and counting it an extravagant 
word, and impoſſible to be performed, conſidering 
the ſhortneſs of the time prefixed for it, ſaid in deri- 
ſion, If the Lord would make windows in heaven 
56ß tion had. 
This incredulity of his, 
of what the prophet had delivered in the name of 
the Lord, made the prophet give him this ſhort an- 
ſwer ; © Thou ſhalt ſee it with thine eyes, but ſhalt 


not eat thereof.” 
of food ſhould be 


by his contempt 


How ſuch a plentiful fi 
brought to Samaria in ſo ſhort a time, the enemy 
having begirt it with a cloſe ſiege, and thereby cut 
off all avenues, was indeed beyond the reach of man's 
comprehenſion : but God hath ſecret ways of work- 
ing, which, till he diſcovers them, are paſt finding out. 
And thus the thing was brought about: 

There were at this time four leprous men, that fat 
at the entering in of the gate of Samaria. They were 
forced to be without the gate, becauſe of their lepro- 
ſy, that they might not infect others, Levit. xin. 46. 
And were willing to be as near the gate as they 
might, becauſe of the enemy, that they might be in 
ſafety. If the famine was ſo hard within, it cannot 
be ſuppoſed theſe poor lepers could fare wellS8with- 
out. When therefore they had fat there, till they 
were almoſt pined to death, they ſaid one to ano- 
ther, Why fit we here until we die? If we ſhould 
attempt to enter the city, and could get in, the fa- 
mine being ſo ſtrong in the city, we ſhould die 
there; and if we fit ſtill here, we ſhall die alſo. 
Now therefore come, let us fall into the hoſt of the 
Syrians ; if they fave us alive we ſhall live; and if 
they kill us, we ſhall but die.” 

Vol. II. 0 Thus 
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Thus reſolved, they roſe up in the twilight (for 
they durſt not be ſeen to go to the enemy) and to 
the camp of the Syrians they went ; expecting, no 
doubt, to have been ſeized by the centinels or out- 
But when they came to the uttermoſt part 
of the camp of Syria, they found no man there. 

For in the night the Lord had cauſed the Syrian 
hoſt to hear a noiſe of chariots and of horſes, as if 
there had been a great army coming upon them. Art 
which terrified, they ſaid one to another, Lo the 
king of Iſrael hath hired againſt us the kings of the 
Hittites, and of the Egyptians; and they are come 
upon us.” Having with this apprehenſion frighted 
one another, they aroſe and fled in the twilight, leav- 
ing their tents, with their horſes and their aſſes tied 
as they were, even the whole camp juſt as it was, 
and ran for their hves.” | 
When theſe lepers had paſſed the camp, 
and found the coaſt clear ; the firſt thing they did 
was to ſatisfy their hunger. Wherefore entering in- 
to one tent, they eat and drank till they had filled 
themſelves : and then c__— out filver, and gold, 
and raiment, went and hid it. Then coming again, 
they entered another tent; and carrying thence alſo, 
they went and hid that too. 
At length, remembering themſelves, they ſaid one 
to another, We do not well: for this is a day of 
good tidings, and we hold our peace. If we tarry 
ull the morning, fome miſchief will come upon us : 
A come, let us go tell the king's houſe- 

Returning then to the gate of Samaria, they called 
to the 8 news: he told 
it to t porters, carried it to 
EONS — _w 

ing thereupon aroſe ; but ſuſpecting it to be but 

a ſtratagem of war, faid od Pb may er pr 

ſhew you what the Syrians have done to us. They 

know we are hungry; therefore to intice us out of 

the city, they are gone out of their _ | 
hi 
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hid themſelves in the fields, with deſign, when we 
come out, to catch us alive, and fo get into the 
city.” 

To prevent that (faid one of his ſervants) © Let ſome 
take, I pray thee, five of the horſes that remain (which 
will be no great hazard: for the horſes, like the 
people, are almoſt pined to death); and let us fend 
A — be ſo or no.” | 


men u 
ſen 


verance, went out to ranſack the tents of the Syrians. 
Where, beſides great riches, ſuch ſtore of proviſions 
for food was found, that it being brought into Sama- 
ria, a meaſure of fine flour was fold for a ſhekel, and 
two meaſures of barley for a ſhekel, according to the 
word of the Lord by Eliſha. 

That theſe ſtores might not be imbezzled and 
waſted, nor the be diſorderly in taking them, 
the king appointed that lord, on whoſe hand he 
leaned (and who had before lighted the prophet's 
prediction) to have the charge of the gate through 
which the ſpoil of the Syrian camp was to be brought 
in. But the hunger-bitten people, impatient of delay, 
and hard to come at that they ſo much wanted, 
trod upon that lord in the gate, and killed him; fo that, 
though he ſaw the plenty, yet he taſted not of it, as 
the man of God had before told him. And this juſt 
puniſhment came upon him, not only for his incre- 
dulity, but for his contempt of the word of the Lord 
by his ſervant the et. 

Though Samaria, of the ſiege, was moſt preſ- 
ſed with this famine , yet all the land of Iſrael felt 
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it for ſeven years Of which the 
Eliſha gave timely notice unto that Shunamitiſh wo- 
man, who had ſo kindly entertained him, and whoſe 
ſon he had before reſtored to life; adviſing her to go, 
with her houſhold, and ſojourn where ſhe could, un- 
til the famine ſhould be over. | 

She, thus forewarned by the man of God, went 
with her houſhold into the land of the Philiſtines, 
and ſojourned there during the time of the famine in 
Iſrael, which laſted ſeven years. But when the ſeven 
were ended, and the famine was over, return- 
ing to her own country again, ſhe found her houſe and 
land poſſeſſed by others, who, in her abſence, had 
entered thereinto. So that ſhe was obliged to addreſs 
herſelf to the king, and pray to be reſtored to her 
Coming for that end to the court, ſhe found the 
king talking with Gehazi (the old ſervant of the pro- 
phet Eliſha) who, at the king's command, was re- 
counting unto him the great things his maſter the 
prophet had done: and in the courſe of his narration, 
was juſt then relating how his maſter had reſtored a 
dead body to life (meaning the ſon of this woman), 
when the woman with her ſon came in, to preſent 
her petition to the king. Whereupon Gehazi told 
21. this was the woman he had been ſpeak- 
ing of, and this was her ſon whom Eliſha had re- 


ſtored to life. 

This fell out very ly and happily for the 
poor woman. For the king, who before was taken 
with the relation, was now ſo affected with the pro- 
vidence that had brought the woman and her ſon 
to his preſence, whereby he had = of 
feeing and converſing with a perſon that had 
dead, and was raifed again to life, that after he had 
inquired of the woman about it, and had received from 
her a confirmation of the truth thereof, he gave charge 
to one of his officers not only to put the woman into 
poſſeſſion of her whole eſtate again, but to reſtore 

her 
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her all the mean thereof, from the time the 
had left the land until that day. 

About this time Benhadad, king of Syria, was ſick *; 
and hearing that the prophet Eliſha was come to Da- 
maſcus (which was then the royal city of Syria) he 
bid Hazael, one of his ſervants, take a preſent with 
him, and go meet the man of God, and by him 
inquire of the Lord whether he ſhould recover of 
that diſeaſe. 


Hazael thereupon, taking a royal 7 — fe 
camels burthen & ths — things — ang” 
preſent fitter for a prince to make, than for a 
of God to receive) went to meet Eliſha. d ſetting 
himſelf before him, ſaid, Thy fon Benhadad, king 
of Syria, hath ſent me to thee, ſaying, Shall I reco- 
ver of this diſeaſe ? Go tell him, anſwered Eliſha, he 
may certainly recover, Howbeit, added he, the 
Lord hath ſhewed me that he ſhall furely die.” 

In which anfwer, though at the firſt fight there 
may ſeem to be ſomewhat like a contradiction, yet 
rightly taken, there is none, For the former part of 
the anſwer [thou mayſt certainly recover] related to 
the nature of his diſeaſe, which of itſelf was not mor- 
tal, but curable; the latter part [he ſhall ſurely die] 
related to the foreknowledge the prophet had re- 
ceived from God, of the treachery would uſe 
againſt him ; whereby he would furely take away his 
life, to make way for his own acceſſion to the 
crown. 

The ſenſe whereof, and of the miſchief he would * 
afterwards do to Ifracl, cauſed the prophet, with a 
ſertled countenance, to look ſtedfaſtly on Hazael, till 
Hazael was aſhamed, and the man of God wept. 

Of which Hazael taking notice, aſked, « Why 

my lord? © Becauſe, anſwered the et, 
I know the evil thou wilt do unto the children of 
Iſrael. For their ſtrong-holds wilt thou ſet on fire, 
their young men wilt thou flay with the fword, and 


1 A. M. 3118. 
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wilt daſh their children in pieces, and rip up their 


women with child. 

But what! replied Hazael, is thy ſervant a dog, 
that he ſhould do this great thing ?” Wherein he 
ſeems to expreſs an abhorrence of ſo great an inhu- 
manity. e ed withal to invalidate 
the prophet's words, by intimating how unlikely it 
was, that he, a private man of no great condition 
(and therefore repreſents himſelf but as a dog) ſhould 
be able to atchieve ſuch great matters ; for the pro- 
phet anſwered, ©* The Lord hath ſhewed me that 
thou ſhalt be king over Syria.“ 

This was enough for Hazael. Aw 
from Eliſha, and ah to the king maſter, 
reported the prophet's anſwer wrong. For whereas 
the prophet bid him ſay to his maſter, © Thou 
veſt certainly recover; he, when his maſter aſked 
hin what the prophet ſaid to him, replied, «© He 
told me that thou ſhouldſt furely recover,” But to 
make ſure that he might not recover, he on the mor- 
row took a thick cloth, and having dipt it in water, 
ſpread it upon the fick king's face; ſo that, being 
therewith ſtifled, he died; and Hazael thereupon 
uſurping the throne, rel in his ſtead. 

rel bot he Ja nn © he yria, let 
mn gee) ee, eee 


| he went 


Part II. SACRED HISTORY. 199 


So far did this Jehoram forſake the Lord God of 
his fathers, that he made high-places in the moun- 
tains of Judah, and cauſed inhabitants of Jeru- 
ſalem to commit fornication, and compelled Judah 
thereunto. And fo unnaturally cruel was he, that to 
ſtrengthen himſelf in his government, he flew all his 
brethren, the other ſons of his father Jehoſhaphar, 
fix in number, with divers alſo of the princes. 

But he went not either unreproved or unpuniſhed. 
For there came a writing to him from Elijah the 
prophet (as the text hath it) who had been tranſlated 
ſome years before (if, from the likeneſs of the names, 
Elijah hath not crept into the text, inſtead of Eliſba, 
who was then living. But Tremellius and Junius fay, 
Elijah writ it by prophetical foreſight, before he was 
tranſlated, and left it for him). However it was, the 
contents of the writing were thus : 
© Thus faith the Land God of David thy father : 
becauſe thou haſt not walked in the ways of Jeho- 

thy father, nor in the ways of Aſa king of Ju- 

dah ; but haſt walked in the way of the kings of Iſ- 
rael, and haſt made Judah, and the inhabitants of Je- 
ruſalem, to go a whoring, like to the whoredoms of 
the houſe of Ahab, and alſo haſt ſlain thy brethren of 
thy father's houſe, who were better than _ be- 
hold, with a great plague will the Lord fmite thy 
people, and thy childrex, and thy wives, and all thy 
= ; ſhalt alſo have great ſickneſs, by 
_ diſeaſe off thy bowels, until thy bowels fall out, by 
reaſon of the continual ſickneſs.” _ _ | 

Very great and very particular are the puniſhments 
here denounced againſt dis wicked king, for his great 
and very icular fins. All which came on him fuc- 
ceſſively, in a little time, to the full completing of 
the fentence given. 

For firſt, in his days the Edomites (whom king 
David had ſubdued, 2 Sam. viii, 14. and wha from 
that time to this had no king of their own; but 
were governed by a vice-roy, or deputy, ſet over 
them, 1 Kings XXIi. 47.) revolted from under the do- 
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minion of Judah, and made themſelves a king. And 
though Jehoram went forth againſt them with his 
princes, and all his chariots with him; and ſetting 
upon the Edomites by night, did ſome ſmall execu- 
tion upon them, yet did maintain the revolt, 
and was never reduced under ſubjection to Judah any 
more. Whereby the cy of the tarch Haac 
(the father of both Edom and Iſrael) orerelling both 
Edom's ſubjection to Iſrael, and his after- 
ward's Jacob's = from off his neck, Gen: + an 49. 
ſeems to have been in great complet 

At the ſame time that Edom thus revolted, revolted 
alſo Libnah, a city and territory of account ; 
which in Joſhua's time had a king of its own, Joſh. x. 29, 

o. and was afterwards given to the children of Aaron, 
or a city of refuge for the man-ſlayer, Joſh. xxi, 13. 

And to afflict him the more, the Lord ftirred up 
againſt Jehoram the ſpirit of the r and of 
the Arabians that bordered upon = 
Theſe coming againſt Judah, . — Jer 
and carried away all the fubſtance that was found i in 
the king's houſe, together with his wives and his ſons : 
ſo that he had never a fon left him fave Jehoahaz, the 
youngeſt of his ſons, who is alſo called Ahaziah, 
2 Chron. xx11. 1. and Azariah, ver. 6, 

Thus was the puniſhment denounced againſt Jeho- 
ram fulfilled upon him, in his „in his wives, 
in his children, and in his That part only 
remained which related to his For the ac- 
compliſhment whereof after all the reſt, the Lord 
ſmote him in his bowels with an incurable diſeaſe ; 
under which when he had laboured two whole 
years, his bowels, by reaſon of his violent fickneſs, 
fell out; ©** Leaying him who had no bowels of com- 
paſſion towards his own brethren (whom he flew) 
without bowels to ſuſtain life in himſelf.” 

Thus died Jehoram king of Judah (a bad ſon of a 
good father) without being defired ; which his people 

e 


d by making no burning for him, like the 
* 2 Kings'viti. 2 Chron, xxii. 


burning 
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burning for his fathers (which was done with 
and fweet odours of ſpices): yet they buried him in the 
- Ag 4 though not in the ſepulchres of the 

kings is determinately eight years: but 
of hoſe y is N 


to have rei our as co- 
8 Re rg ee) and the other four as ſole rex, by 
him 

To him ſucceeded his youngeſt fon Ahaziah (called 
alſo Azariah, 2 Chron. xxii. 6. and Jehoahaz, chap. 
xxi. 17.) all his other ſons being ſlain before, in 
their Ackers life-time, by the Arabian army that in- 
vaded Judah, ibid. But ſome diverſity there is in 
the account of his age when he came to the crown, 
as it is delivered in the books of Kings and Chro- 
nicles. For in 2 KI viii. 26. we read, Aha- 
ziah was two-and-twenty years old when he to 
reign. But in 2 Chron. Xxii. 2. we read Ahaziah was 
forry-and-two years old when he to reign. 

To accommodate this difference, have 1ma- 
gined that he was made king while his father 
reigned, and after his father's death was confirmed 
king, when he was forty-and-two years old. And 
this way the marginal note in the Biſhop's bible, on 
2 Kings viii. 26. ſays it is to be ood. 

But how long or ſhort ſoever his reign was, or at 
what age ſoever he came to it, this king Ahaziah 
walked in the ways of 
mother, whoſe name 
Our, 2 Cheng. rk. 


Omi. 

Having fo ill a counſellor, it is not to be wondered 
that he took evil courſes, and did evil in the fight of 
the Lord, like the houfe of Ahab. For as his father, 
while he lived, was not likely to direct him better, 
either by advice or example; fo after his death, his 
mother, and others of that family, by their pernicious 
counſels, led him to deſtruction. For by their ad- 


vice 
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vice it was that he went with Jehoram, (fon of 
Ahab, king of Iſrael) to war againſt Hazael king of 
Syria at Ramoth-Gilead. Where Jehoram (or Joram, 
for ſo alſo, by contraction, he is called) beaten 
and wounded, he returned to Jezreel, to be healed 
of his wounds: and thither alſo went Ahaziah to 
viſit him, and bear him company while he lay fick 
of his wounds. 

Mean while the prophet Eliſha (that he might 
perform what his maſter the Elijah was com- 
manded to do, 1 Kings xix. 16.) calling to him one of 
the ſons of the prophets, ſaid unto him, © Gird up thy 
loins“ (that is, as interpreters generally underſtand it, 
from the cuſtom in thoſe eaſtern countries of wear- 
ing garments long and looſe, Gird up thy long cos; 
or gown, about thy loins, that it * not, by 
ing at thy heels, hinder thy ſpeedy running) and take 
this box of oil in thy hand to Ramoth-Gilead. And 
_-_ thou art come thither, look out there Jehu the 

ſon of Jehoſhaphat, the ſon of Nimſhi; and go in, 
and make him ariſe up from among his 'brethren (or 
companions) and lead him to an inner chamber. Then 
take the box of oil, and pour it on his head, and ſay, 
Thus faith the Lord, I] have anointed thee king over 


IIrael. Then open the door, and flee, and tarry not.” 


With this inſtruction the young prophet haſtened 
to 8828 Where findin the captains of 
the hoſt fitting together, he ſt in amongſt them, 
and faid, © I have an errand to thee, O captain.” 
But not diſtinguiſhing him by name, Jehu aſked, 
«© Unto which of us all off on the prophet re- 
plied, © To thee, O captain.” Jehu thereupon ariſing, 
went with him into a private room in the houſe, where 
the prophet having poured the oil on his head, thus 
delivered his meſſage to him. 

« Thus faith the Lord God of Iſrael, I have 
anointed thee king over the people of the Lord, even 
over Iſrael. And thou ſhalt ſmite the houſe of Ahab 


* 2 Kings ix, A. M. 3120, 


thy 


F 8 


E 


f 


1 
2 F 


13 8 
fi 


Eliſha did dictate to him. But rather it 
„that the meſſenger (being a 


E 
to his companions again, they aſked him, firſt, more 
nerally, If all was well “?“ Then more 1 
Farly, « Wherefore that fanatick, or mad fe (fo 
were the good prophets, even then, by ſome con- 

tem fly called) came to him?” 

e would have put them off with a 
ſwer, telling them They knew the man and his 
communication” (as much as to ſay, Ye ſee he is 
one of the pro and therefore ye may well gueſs 
at his buſineſs). But they, not fatisfied with ſuch 


” 2 Kings ix. 2 Chron. xxii. 
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a general 
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neral anfwer, prefſed him to tell them his meſ- 
more icularly. W 


Thus 


under him on the top 
of trumpet, proclaimed him king. He 

wiſely taking the captains into counſel, faid to them, 
« If it be your mind, let none of you go forth, nor 
eſcape out of the city” (Ramoth-Gilead, where all this 
was tranſacted) to carry tidings of it to Jezreel, where 
the king lay ſick of his wounds. re 

Care being taken of that, Jehu forthwith ſer 
forward for Jezreel, that he might furprize and ſeize 
the king there. But ere he could get thither, the 
centinel, or watchman, that ſtood on the tower of 
Jezreel, efpying the company of Jehu on the way, 
gave warning thereof. Whereupon king Joram or- 
dered a ſcout or horſeman to be ſent forth to meet 
them, to inquire if they came peaceably. 

As ſoon as the meſſenger met Jehu, he aſked him in 
the king's name, if he came in a friendly and peace- 
able manner? To whom Jehu anfwering ſhort, ſaid, 
« What haſt thou to do with peace? Turn thee be- 
hind me.” 

The watchman on the tower preſently gave notice 
that the meſſenger was gone to them; but did not 
come back again. Whereupon the king ſent forth a 
ſecond horfeman ; who being come, and in the king's 
name aſking the ſame queſtion, © Is it e?“ re- 
ceived from Jehu the fame anſwer, What haſt thou 
to do with peace? Turn thee behind me.” 

When the watchman had given account of this alſo, 
and had told them that the marching was like the 
marching of Jehu, the fon (that is, the ) of 
Nimſhi, for that he marched furiouſly, ing Joram 
called for his chariot, and taking with him his gueſt, 
Ahaziah king of Judah, (but in his own chariot) 
they went out againft Jehu, whom they met (Provi- 


dence 
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dence ſo it) in the very ſpot of ground 
which Ahab had taken from Naboth the Jezreelite. 
And as ſoon as Joram came near to Jehu, he alſo 
aſked the ſame queſtion, © Is it peace, Jehu?” And 
received from him this rough anſwer, © What peace 
ſo long as the r 
her witchcrafts are ſo many? 

By that anſwer Joram knew what he was to 
Wherefore thinking it better to truſt to his heels 
than to his hand, he cried out, © There 1s treachery, 
O Ahaziah :” and turning away, fled. But Jehu 
drawing a bow with his full ſtrength, ſmote king Jo- 
ram between his arms, ſo that the arrow went out at 
his heart, and he ſank down in his chariot. Which 
Jehu obſerving, bid Bidkar * captain take him u 
and caſt him into the portion e field of Naboth. 
For remember, bid he, how —_— OT 
rode together after Ahab his father, the Lord laid 
this burden upon him, ſaying, © Surely, I have ſeen 
y the blood of Naboch, and — blood of his 
ſons, and I will requite thee in this plat, faith the 
Lord.” Now ore take and caſt him into the 
plat of ground, according to the word of the Lord. 

When Ahaziah, the king of Judah, ſaw this, he 
fled by the way of the -houſe; and Jehu fol- 
after him. bid « Smite him alſo in his cha- 
riot: which they did; whereupon he, finding himſelf 
mortally wounded, fled to Megiddo, and there died. 
From thence his ſervants carried him in a chariot to 
Jerufalem, and there buried him in his ſepulchre, 
among his fathers, in the city of David. But his de- 
ſtruction is expreſly ſaid to be of God, 2 Chron. xxii. 
7. by his going to Joram; and indeed his going to 
Joram haſtened it, and brought it more immediately 
on him: not but that it was due to him, not only as 
he was a branch of Ahab's family (being the ſon of 
Ahab's daughter) to all which utter de ion was 
denounced ; but as he walked, the little time he 
reigned, in the way of his grandfather Ahab. 

But 
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But Jehu, purſuing his courſe, went on to Jezreel” 
Whither when the queen dowager Jezebel (Ahab's 
widow) heard he was come, ſhe reſolving to hold up 
her to the laſt, painted her face, and tricked 
up head ; and as he entered in at the gate, ſhe 
looking out at a window, idingly aſked him, 
« Had Zimri peace, who flew his maſter ?” 

Jehu thereupon, looking up to the window, aſked, 
«© Who is on my fide? Who?” and there looking out 
to him two or three eunuchs*, he bid them throw her 
down, and they did ſo: and in the fall ſome of her 
blood was ſprinkled on the wall, and on the horſes; 
and Jehu trod her under foot. 

This execution done, Jehu went in, and did eat 
and drink. But bethinking himſelf of Jezebel, he 
ſaid to ſome about him, Go ſee now after this cur- 
ſed woman, and bury her, for ſhe is a king's daughter; 
and fo indeed ſhe was the daughter of Ethbaal king 
of the Zidonians, 1 Ki xVi. 31. But when they 
came to bury her, they no more of her but the 
ſkull and the feet, and the palms of her hands; for 
the had eaten the reſt. hich when they had re- 
ported to Jehu, he made this obſervation on it; 
c This (ſaid he) is the (effect of) the word of the 
Lord, which he ſpake by his ſervant Elijah the Tiſh- 
bite, when he ſaid, In the portion of Jezreel ſhall 
eat the fleſh of Jezebel: and the carcaſe of Je- 
zebel ſhall be as dung upon the face of the field, in 
the portion of Jezreel ; ſo that they ſhall not ſay, This 
is Jezebel. There ſhall not be ſo much of her left, 
as whereby ſhe may be known.” 

Thus died this wretched queen, notorious for her 
wickedneſs ; notorious alſo for the eminent judgment 
which brought her to this wretched end. Whoſe me- 
mory has been hateful in all ages ſince; and whoſe 
name, near a thouſand years after her death, was uſed 


enigmatically to repreſent the greateſt ſeducer and 
* A. M. 3120, 


idolatreſo 
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idolatreſs in the early time of the Chriſtian church, 
Rev. ii. 20. 

King Ahab had ſeventy ſons in Samaria (under which 
term, or grandſons, are ſometimes compre- 
hended in ſcri . Here were heirs enough 
to the crown of Iſrael; and likely enough, one would 
think, it might have been, that, out of ſo many 
ſome one or other might have tried his title with Je- 
hu. Jehu, willing to ſound the minds of the princes 
and rulers of Samaria, who had the care and over- 
ſight of Ahab's children, ſent them a braving letter, 
in theſe terms : 

« As ſoon as this letter cometh to you, ſeeing your 
maſter's ſons are with you, and there are with you 
chariots and horſes, a fenced city alſo, and armour ; 
look out even the beſt and fitteſt of your maſter's 
ſons, and ſet him on his father's throne, "end ſe the 
your maſter's houſe.” 

When they. had read this letter, they were exceed- 
ingly afraid; and faid one to another”, . Behold, 
two kings ſtood not before him ; how then ſhall we 
ſtand?” He therefore that was over the king's houſe, 
and he that was over the city, t 


not make any king; do thou that which is good in 
thine eyes.” 

Upon this ſubmiſſive meſſage, Jehu ſent them ano- 
ther letter, in which he — 4 If ye be mine, and 
will hearken unto my voice, then take ye the heads 
of the men, your maſter's ſons, and come to me to 
Jezreel by to-morrow this time.” 

When they had received this ſecond letter, they, 
without heſitation, took the king's ſons, being ſeven- 
ty perſons, and flew them ; and putting their heads i in 
baſkets, ſent them to Jehu at Jezreel. 


7 2 Kings x. 


When 
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houſe in the way, he met with the brethren (or 
brother's ſons, 2 Chron. xxii. 8) of Ahaziah late ki 
of Judah, who ſeemed not to have known any thing 
of this ſudden revolution; for when he aſked 
c Who they were?“ They 
brethren (or near kinſmen) of Ahaziah; and we 
down to falute the children of the kin 
queen.” Whereupon he bid his 
alive; which they did, and then flew them at the pit 
of the ſhearing-houſe, even two-and-forty men, not 
ſparing one of them. 

He was but a little further on his way, ere 
he lighted on Jehonadab, the ſon of Rachab, coming 
to meet him. And having ſaluted him, he aſked, 
« Is thy heart right, as my heart is with thy heart? 
To which Jehonadab anſwering 7 


0 


„% It is: © If it be 


deſtroyed him in his whole race. 
| But 
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But Jehu had incips of his work 
do, 2 0 11 of Baal; E 


the 


much. Now therefore, ſaid he, call unto me all the 
of Baal, all his ſervants, and all his prieſts, 
none be wanting ; for I have a great ſacrifice to 
lover fall be wantes, he ſhall 

But Jehu did this in ſubtlety, to the in- 

rent that he might deſtroy all the worſhippers of 


Then a ſolemn aſſembly for Baal to be pro- 
claimed, he ſent all Iſrael on give notice 
thereof); and all the worſhi Baal came in 


ſuch numbers, 
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draught-houſe from thenceforward. Thus Jehu de- 
ſtroyed Baal out of Iſrael. 
Yet for all this, from the fins of Jeroboam the ſon 
of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin, (viz. from follow- 
ing after the golden calves that were in Bethel and 
in Dan) Jehu departed not. For that being not fo 
much a religious as a politick piece of idolatry, con- 
trived at the firſt diviſion of the kingdom to keep 
the Iſraelites from going up to Jeruſalem to worſhip, 
leſt they ſhould in time take the crown along with 
them, and reunite themſelves to Judah, the fame in- 
tereſt and reaſon of ſtate, that ſet up thoſe calves, 
prevailed ſtill to keep them up. 
So acceptable, however, to God was Jehu's zeal, 
and diligence, in executing his j ts up- 
on Ahab's houſe, that he thereupon entailed the crown 
of Iſrael upon his family unto the fourth generation. 
Telling him, Becauſe thou haſt done well in ex- 
_ ecuting that which is right in mine eyes, and haſt 

done unto the houſe of Ahab according to all that 
was in my heart, thy children of the fourth genera- 
tion ſhall fit on the throne of Iſrael. 

Yet becauſe Jehu, for all this great favour promiſed 
him, did not take heed to walk in the way of the 
Lord God of Iſrael with all his heart, nor 
from the ſins of Jeroboam, the Lord , even in 
his time, to cut Ifrael ſhort ; ſuffering Hazael, king 
of Syria, to ſmite them in all their coaſts. 

For the reſt of the acts of Jehu, all that he did, and 
all his might, we are referred to the book of the 
Chronicles of the kings of Iſrael. Which cannot be 
either of thoſe books which are now extant under 
that name; for very little mention is made of him at 
all in either of thoſe two books ; nothing in compa- 
riſon of what is ſaid of him in theſe gth and 1oth 

of the ſecond book of Kings. Whence we 
may well conclude, that that book of Chronicles, to 


_ we are here, and often elſewhere, referred, is 


That 
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That which remains of the hiſtory of Jehu is, that 
having reigned over Iſrael in Samaria eight-and-twen- 
ty years, he ſlept with his fathers, and was buried in 
Samaria, and Jehoahaz his fon reigned in his ſtead. 

It was now a very bloody time: for as Jehu had 
ſhed much blood in Iſrael, fo Athaliah (the queen 
dowager of Judah, and mother to the late Gb Aba. 
ziah, a right daughter of Jezebel) when ſhe "Bo tor 
fon Ahaziah was ſlain, uſurping to herſelf the = 
vernment of Judah, did, in revenge of her father 
Ahab's family, deſtroy all the ſeed royal, that the 
might utterly root out the ſtock of good king Jeho- 
ſhaphar, and fecure to herſclf and her other the 
kingdom. For Broughton fays, ſhe had ſons by ano- 
ther: and that ſhe had, may be gathered from 


2 Chron. xxiv. 7. 
But 


ſhe made great havock in the royal fa- 
mily, yet Divine Providence hindered her from to- 
tally extirpating Jehoſhaphat's race. For Jehoſha- 
ba, the daughter of king Joram, and ſiſter to the late 
king Ahaziah, took little Jehoaſh (called alſo, by con- 
traction, Joaſh, 2 Chron. xxii. 11.) an infant of a year 
old, whom ſhe had ftolen from the king's 
fans that were flaim, and hid him, with his nurſe, in 
a bed-chamber in the houſe of the Lord; which the 
had the better means of doing, being herſelf the wife 
of Jehoiada the high-prieft. 

Six years together was this young prince concealed, 
and brought by his aunt, unknown to Athaliah, 
who, during all that time, reigned over Judah. 

But in the ſeventh year, his uncle Jehoiada the 
prieſt, reſolving now to bring him forth, and ſet him 
up for king, firſt ſtrengrhened himſelf, by taking the 
captains and rulers into counſel and covenant with 
him, to maintain and defend both the and 
title of the young king. Which covenant he made 
them confirm by oath, in the houſe of the Lord, 
and then ſhewed them the king's fon, little Jehoaſh. 

Then directing the manner how this great enter- 
prize ſhould be accompliſhed, he gave order that the 
Gs” Levites, 
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Levites, and chief of the fathers, ſhould be gathered 
out of all the cities of Judah to Jeruſalem. Where 
being aſſembled, and having taken the covenant for 


ſetting up the prince for king, and maintain- 
ing his title, Jehoiada the prieſt appointed them their 
ſeveral poſts. Ordering a third of the prieſts and 


Levites (whoſe turn it was to wait in the 


b this charge, that if any one 
ſhould attempt to break in within the ranges, he ſhould 
p 

<4 * 
Lord; Jehoiada brought forth. the king 
the crown u him, and gave him the teſtimony 
(the _ law, — to the Fu 
xvii. 18). ing anointed him king, clapped 
their Nats and ſhouted ' for Joy - — ſound 
— proclaiming him, ſaid, 
ing. N 
The noiſe that was made by the acclamati 
the people, as they ran to and fro rejoicing, 
queen Athaliah, who, little thinking the 
ler reign, and of her life alſo, was ſo near, haſtened 
to the houſe of the Lord to ſee what the matter was. 
But when ſhe came in, and faw the young king ſtand- 
ing at his pillar at the entering in, with the princes 
by him, the guards about him, and the people of the 
land rejoicing *, with inſtruments of muſic, and trum- 
pets ſounding, ſhe rent her clothes, and cried out, 


's ſon, 


„ Treaſon, Treaſon :” herſelf the traitor. But Jehoi- 


ada the prieſt commanded the captains and officers 
of the hoſt to have her forth without the ranges (that 


* A.M. 3127. 
ſhe 
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ſhe might not be ſlain in the houſe of the Lord) and 
to kill any that ſhould attempt to take her part. 
Whereupon laid hands on her, and havi 
brought her out by the horſe-gate, flew her there wi 
the ſword. 

Then did Jehoiada make a covenant between the 
Lord and the king with the people; whereby 
bound themſelves to be the Lord's people. Whi 
done, the people went out to the houſe of Baal, and 
brake it down. His altars alſo, and his images, they 
brake in pieces: and flew Mattan, the prieſt of 
Baal, 4 the altar (according to the law, Deut. 
X111. 9). 

After which, Jehoiada the prieſt (having purged 
out ſome corruptions, which in the former reigns 
had been brought into the church) took the captains 
of the hoſt, with the nobles and ors, and all 
the people of the land, and having brought down the 
king from the houſe of the Lord, through the high- 
gate into the king's houſe, ſet him on the throne of 
the kingdom. At which all the people rejoiced, and 
the city was quiet, after they had ſlain Athaliah. 

Seven years old was Joaſh when he to reign , 
which was in the ſeventh year of Jehu king of Iſrael, 
and he reigned forty years in Jeruſalem. And for fo 
long of that time as Jehoiada the high-prieſt lived, 
who inſtructed him in the way of God, he did that 
which was right in the fight of the Lord. Whence 
we may obſerve, what great helps good counſel and 
good example are to a prince. Yet the high-places 
were not taken away, but the people ſtill facrificed 
and burnt incenſe in the high-places ; which, ſo long 
as they did it to the Lord, not to Baal, or other 
idols, was winked at, though expreſly contrary to 
God's command, Numb. xxxiii. 52. and commonly de- 
ſtructive to themſelves. | 

Though in the king's minority Jehoiada had ſome- 
what reformed the ecclefiaftical ſtare, and the officers 


P 3 we therein» 
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in, yet he had not done any thing towards re- 
ring the houſe of God; which, through the cor- 
of former times, had been not only ſuffered 
go to decay, but had alſo been ſpoiled by that 
icked woman Athaliah and her children, 2 Chron. 


XXIV. 7. - 

When therefore Jehoaſh (or Joaſh) was up to 
man's eſtate, he ſet his mind to repair the houſe of 
the Lord. And having gathered the prieſts and the 
Levites r, he gave them in charge to go out 
unto the cities of Judah, and gather money of all the 
people to repair the houſe of the Lord from year to 

ear 


To this ſervice was appropriated all the money of 
the dedicated things that was brought into the houſe 
of the Lord, the ranſom, or redemption- money (half a 
ſhekel u every head that was taxable, Exod. xxx. 
12.) and all the money that came in by free- will of- 
ferings. This the king ordered the prieſts to take, 
every one of his acquaintance, and with this to repair 
the breaches of the houſe, whereſoever any breach 
ſhould be found. 

But though he expreſly charged them to haften the 
work, yet the Levites haſtened it not. So that in the 
three-and-twentieth year of king Joaſh, they had not 
repaired the breaches of the houſe. 

The king therefore calling for Jehoiada, and the 
other prieſts, and blaming them for their negligence 
therein, forbad them to receive any more money of 
their acquaintance on that account; and required 
them to deliver up what they had received for that 
ſervice. 

Upon this reproof, the prieſts (taking the money 
of the treſpaſs-offerings, and of the ſin-offerings, to 
their own uſe) conſented to receive no more m 
from the people on the other accounts, nor take up- 
on them the charges of repairing the breaches of the 
houſe. But Jehoiada the prieſt, at the king's com- 
mandment, took a cheſt, and having bored an hole in 


the lid of it, big enough for money to be put in 


at, 


Part II. SACRED HISTORY. 215 


at, ſet it beſide the altar, on the right hand, as they 
went in at the houſe of the Lord. And lamation 
being made through Judah and Jeruſalem, for all to 
bring in to the Lord the collection which Moſes, 
ant of the Lord, had laid upon Iſrael in the 
wilderneſs ; all the princes and people rejoicing there- 
at, brought in, and caſt into the cheſt, until they had 
made an end. And as oft as they found there was 
much in the cheſt, the king's ſecretary, and 
the 1 (or his officer) took 1t out, and told it, 
= Lr bags, delivered it to the ſur- 
- pi who 1 it away to the c 
— 32 maſons, and ſtone-cutters, as well for 
their workmanſhip, as for the timber, ſtone, and other 
materials, which were uſed for repairing the houſe of 


the Lord. 
the workmen, that they plied 


This ſo 
the work, and finiſhed it. And when they had put 
the houſe of God IS nn, oy brought the 
reſt of the money that t, before the king and 
Jehoiada (for though they reckoned not with the men, 
who were intruſted with the money for the workmen ; 
yet they dealt faithfully in it) and out of that remain- 
der of the money were made veſſels of filver and of 
gold, to miniſter, and to offer withal, in the houſe 
of the Lord. For very likely it 1s, that in the for- 
mer wicked reigns, as the houſe of the Lord had 
been defaced, ſo the veſſels of that houſe had been 
embezzled and loft, or transferred to the houſe of 
Baal; and having been thereby polluted, were not fit 
for the ſervice of God any more. 

The high-prieſt Jehoiada had now attained to a 
good old age, being an hundred and thirty years old 
when he died. And becauſe he had done good in 
Iſrael, both towards God, and towards his houſe, in 
reſtoring the true worſhip of God (which both king 
and people kept to all his days) and in ſettling the 
kingdom again in the houſe of David; therefore they 
buried him in the city of David, and amongſt | the 
kings. 
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and 
with 


their 
elves, to forſake the 


irs, 
Judah and Jeruſalem from the Lord. Yet 
prophets to them (ſuch as he raiſed up, and employed 
on particular occaſions) to bring them 'again unto the 
Lord; but they would not give ear. 
Then came the ſpirit of the Lord Zachariah 
(the ſon of Jehoiada the late high-prieſt) who taking 
up his ſtanding above the people, faid thus unto 
them, Thus faith the Lord, Why tranſgreſs ye the 
of the Lord, that ye cannot proſper ? 
the Lord, he hath alſo for- 


ore the Lord 
innocent blood this his ſervant, 
and people. For at the end of the 
of Syria, coming up with his 


it. And from thence marching up to Jeruſalem, he 
deſtroyed all the princes of Jeruſalem ; which ftruck 


© A.M. 3155. 


| fuch 
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ſuch a terror into king Joaſh, that he took all the 
hallowed 1 which Jehoſhaphat, and Jehoram, 
and Ahaziah his fathers, kings of Judah, had in 
three generations before dedicated, with the things 
which he had dedicated alſo, and all the gold that 
was found in the treaſures of the houſe of the Lord, 
and in the king's houſe, and delivered it to Hazael 
king of Syria, that he might depart from Jeruſalem. 
the judgment of God 

that 


"of Judab, 


1 


17 


5 
mo 


I 


; 


the fight of the Lord, following the fins of 
the ſon of Nebat, who made Iſrael to fin in the g 
den calves. For which the anger of the Lord being 
. 
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hand of Hazael king of Syria, and afterwards into 
the hand of Benhadad the ſon of Hazael, all his days. 
Yet when Jehoahaz beſought the Lord, the Lord 
(ſeeing the oppreſſion wherewith the king of Syria 
oppreſſed Iſrael) hearkened unto him, and in due 
time gave Iſrael a ſaviour; ſo that they ſhook off the 
Syrian yoke, and dwelt ſecurely in their tents, as they 
had done in times paſt. 

But this deliverance was not wrought by Jehoahaz, 
nor in his time (at leaſt, not in the time of his ſole 
reign) but by his fon Joaſh, or Jehoaſh, either after 
his father's death, or as co-rex with him (for fuch 
ſynarchies, or joint-reigns of father and ſon toge- 
ther, were very frequent in thoſe times, and render 
the chronology much more difficult). But Hazael, 
king of Syria, fed Iſrael all the days of Jehoa- 
haz, and reduced him to ſo low a condition, that he 
left him but fifty horſemen, and ten chariots, and ten 
thouſand footmen, having deſtroyed the reſt by his 
frequent victories over them. 

The prophet Eliſha, though very old, was yet 
living; and might now to his fatisfaftion in one 
ſenſe, though ſorrow in another, ſee the fulfilling of 
that prediction which he had given Hazael, con- 
cerning the ravage and cruelty which he would ex- 
erciſe upon Iſrael, when he ſhould come to wear 
the Syrian crown. Which if the ſenſe thereof ſo af- 
fected him, when, in the ſpirit of prophecy, he only 
foreſaw it, as then to draw a ſhower of tears from his 
eyes, what may we fſuppole it now did, when he ſaw 
it actually performed ? 

But he had the comfort alſo to foreſee and fore- 
tell the end of it“. For when Joaſh, the fon of this 
debaſed Jehoahaz, came to the crown, he going to 
viſit the good old prophet Eliſha (who was then fal- 
len ſick of the fickneſs whereof he died) wept over 
his face, (bewailing the approaching loſs of ſo great a 
prophet, and fo holy a man, who by his fore-warnings 


4 2 Kings xiii. 


of 
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ofdangers, his wholſome counſels, and prevalent prayers, 
was as a guard and bulwark to the nation) and cried 
out, O my father, my father! The chariot of Iſrael, 
and the horſemen thereof!“ alludmg, perhaps, to 
the like expreſſion, uſed long before by this good 
B. at the departure of his endeared maſter 


The prophet, thereupon, as it were reviving, and 
honing © that the Lord had determined, by this King 
Joaſh, to deliver Iſrael from the oppreſſion of Syria, 
bid him take a bow and arrows ; which when the king 
had taken, and at the propher's direction had laid 
his hand upon the bow, ready to draw it; the pro- 
phet putting his hands upon the king's hands (that 
they might draw the bow together) bid him open 
the window eaſtward (towards Syria) and ſhoot. 
Which when the king had done, the prophet ſaid, 
« The arrow of the Lord's deliverance, and the ar- 
row of deliverance from Syria; for thou (ſaid the pro- 
phet to the king) ſhalt ſmite the Syrians in Aphek | 
(which ſignifies frength) until thou haſt conſumed 44 


them.” 
et bidding the king take the reſt of 


Then the 
the arrows (out of the quiver) and ſmite the ground 
with them; he did fo, but ſmote but thrice, and 
ſtaid. At which the prophet was wroth with him, 
and told him, he ſhould have ſmitten five or fix 
times, and then he would have ſmitten the Syrians, 
till he had conſumed them; whereas now he ſhould 
ſmite them but thrice. 

Yet with that thrice ſmiting (the Lord being gra- 
cious to Iſrael, and having * on them, and 
reſpect to them, becauſe of his covenant with Abra- 
ham, Ifaac, and Jacob, for the fake of which he | 
would not deſtroy them, nor caſt them from his pre- i 
fence as yet) king Jehoaſh, after Hazael's death, A 
beating Benhadad, the fon of Hazael, in three ſeve- 1 


42 Kings xi. 2 Chron. xxv, 
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ral battles, recovered from the Syrians the cities of 
Iſrael, which had been taken from them by Hazael. 

While this was doing, Eliſha the died, and 
was buried; and in a while after, another man being 
to be buricd near to the ſepulchre of Eliſha, it hap- 

ned that they who attended that burial ſpied a 
band of ſoldiers coming on towards them (for the 
Moabites had at that time invaded the land); and being 
more intent upon their own ſafety, than the ſolemni- 
ty of the funeral, they, for haſte, caſt the man into the 
ſepulchre of Eliſha. But no ſooner was the dead man 
let down, fo that he touched the bones of Eliſha, but 
he revived and ſtood upon his feet. Which miracle, 
wrought after the prophet's death, ſeemed to ſtamp a 
divine approbation on the prophetick ations of his 

e 

Soon after Jehoaſh, the ſon of Jehoahaz, came to 
the crown of Iſrael, Amaziah ſucceeded his father 
Joaſh in the kingdom of Judah“ And he, for 
while, did that which was right in the ſight of the 
Lord; not with a perfect heart, nor like his 
anceſtor king David : for, as if he had taken his fa- 
ther Joaſh for his pattern, he let the high-places re- 
main ſtanding, and fuffered the people to offer ſacri- 
fice, and ** incenſe thereon. 

The eaſt ws (on he did, after he was 
ſettled on —_ throne, was to flay thoſe ſervants of 
his that had flain his father. "be children of the 
murderers he did not flay, having therein to 
the law of Moſes, Deut. xxiv. 16. wherein the Lord 
commanded, ** That the fathers ſhauld not be put 
to death for the children, nor the children for the fa- 
thers ; but every man for his own affence.” 

That piece of juſtice performed, he gathered the 
men of Judah rogether; and having made captains 
over thouſands, and over hundreds, according to the 
keuſes of their fathers, throughout all Judah and 


© 2 Kings xiv. 


Ben- 
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Dogan, he numbered them from twenty years old 

and found them three hundred thouſand 
— men, able to go forth to war, and to handle 
ſpear and ſhield *. 

To theſe he added an hundred thouſand mighty 
men of valour, whom he had hired out of Ifracl 
for an hundred talents of filver. And with theſe in- 
tended to march againſt the Edomites. 

But there came a man of God to him, and ſaid, 
O king, let not the army of Iſrael go with thee, 
for the Lord is not with Iſrael, nor with the children 
of Ephraim.” Then, not finding a readineſs in the 
king to comply with this caution, he added, But 
if (notwithſtanding this fair warning) thou wilt go on 
in thy own will and way, do, make thyſelf ſtrong for 
the battle ; but God all make thee fall before the 
enemy, for God hath power to help, and to caſt 


down.” 
This put the king to a ſtand. Yet conſidering 
the charge he had been at, he faid to the man of 


God, ©* But if I put off the army of Iſrael, what ſhall we 
do for the hundred talents, which I have given them?“ 
This was a round ſum, amounting to thirty-and- ſcven 
thouſand and five hundred pounds, which the king 
thought too much to loſe. But the man of God, 
lighting that, told him, The Lord was able to 
give him much more than that.” 
Upon this king Amaziah, drawing out his merce- 
men that came to him out of Ephraim, ſent 
them home again; and ſtre g himſelf with his 
own men, led them forth to the valley of Salt. 
Where the children of Seir, he {mote 
ten thouſand of ; and taking other ten thouſand 
alive, the men of Judah brought them to the top of 
the rock ; and from thence caſting them down, they 
were broken all to pieces. 
This was ſomewhat abated by a loſs the 
conquerors ſuſtained the mean while. For the It- 


f 2 Kings xiv. 2 Chron, xxv. 
raelitiſh 
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raelitiſn army, which Amaziah had diſcharged, con- 
fiſting of an hundred thouſand mighty men of valour, 
took it fo ill that they were ſent back, and not fuf- 
fered to go with him to the battle, that in their re- 
turn home, they fell ſuriouſly upon the cities of Ju- 
dah all the way they went from Samaria, even to 
Bethoron, and fmiting three thouſand of them, car- 
ried away much ſpoil. 

But this was not by much the worſt that Amaziah 
ſuffered by this expedition. For when he returned 
from the ſlaughter of the Edomites, he brought 
along with him the gods of the children of Seir, and 
ſet them up to be his gods; and bowing down him- 
ſelf before them, he burned incenſe unto them. 

For this the anger of the Lord was kindled againſt 
Amaziah, and he fent him a prophet, who faid unto 
him, Why haſt thou ſought after the gods of the 
people, which could not deliver their own people 
out of thy hand?” This was ſuch a rational way of 
conviction, as one would have thought ſhould have 
brought the king to a ſenſe of his fin by his folly ; 
but it had not ſo good an effect upon him. For when 
the prophet went on with his meſſage to him, the 
king grew pettiſh, and faid angrily to him, Art 
thou made of the King's counſel? Forbear, why 
ſhouldſt thou be ſmitten? (that is, why ſhouldit 
thou provoke me to ſmite thee) ?” The prophet then, 
finding him hardened beyond counſel, forbore preſ- 
fing it further on him; and only faid, „I know that 
God hath determined to deftroy thee, becauſe thou 
haſt done this, and haſt not hearkened to his coun- 
fel by me.“ 

It was not long ere this threatened deſtruction 
came upon Amaziah, and that by his own means. 
For being fomewhat puffed up with his late victory 
over the Edomites, and holding himſelf engaged in 
honour to revenge the injury lately done him by the 
Ifraclitiſh army, in facking his cities, he ſeat a meſ- 
ſage to Joaſh king of Iſrael in theſe words: © Come, 
let us look one another in the face.” Which terms, 

in 
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in thoſe times, imported a challenge to fight; and 
were here intended not for a duel, or ſingle combat, 
but for a pitched battle. 

King Joaſh, to ſhew his contempt of Amaziah, re- 
turned him anſwer in this nipping apologue : 

« The thiſtle that was in Lebanon ſent to the 
cedar that was in Lebanon, ſaying, Give thy daugh- 
ter to my ſon to wife. But there by a wild 
beaſt that was in Lebanon, and trod down the thiſtle. 
Then he added, Thou ſayeſt (in thy heart at leaſt) 
Lo, I have ſmitten the Edomites! and thy heart 
liſteth thee up to boaſt. Well, abide at home (and 
boaſt there if thou wilt); for why ſhouldſt thou 
meddle to thy hurt, that thou ſhouldſt fall, and Judah 
with thee ?” 

This ſcornfu! anſwer whetted Amaziah the more ; 
ſeeing himſelf compared to the thiſtle, while Joaſh 
likened himſelf to the cedar. So that he would not 
hearken to any terms of peace, but drew forth his 
forces to the field. Which indeed God permitted, 
that he might deliver him and his people into the 
hand of their enemies, becauſe they had fought after 
the gods of Edom. 

King Joaſh having alſo led forth his men, the 
battle was joined at Bethſhemeſh (a city belonging 
to Judah) which ſignifies, The houſe of bondage ; and 
ſo indeed it proved to Amaziah ; for Iſrael ailing, 
Judah was put to the worſt, and 68 bs hve this 
ſelves, who could, by flight. 

Amaziah himſelf being taken priſoner, king Joaſh 
brought him along with him to Jeruſalem, whither 
he carried his victorious arms. And being*come thi- 
ther, he brake down the wall of Jeruſalem, from the 
gate of Ephraim to the corner gate, four hundred 
cubits in length; and having taken all the gold and 
filver, and all the veſſels (of value) that were found 
in the houſe of God, under the c of the 
ſons of Obed-Edom, with the treaſures of the king's 
houſe, and hoſtages alſo, he returned ro Samana, 

leaving 
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— — (as it ſeems) king Amaziah at liberty at Je- 


em. 

But ** mg—_ lived many years after this, yet 
we read more of him, ſave that his le 
conſpirir him in Jeruſalem, he fled for ſafety 
to Lach! But they ſending ſome to Lachiſh after 


him, ſlew him there; and bringing him back to Je- 
ruſalem (not with ſtate in his chariot, but) on horſes, 
buried him with his fathers in the city of David. 

Joaſh, king of Iſrael, was dead fifteen years before, 
and had for his ſucceſſor Jeroboam, his ſon ; who, 
reigning one-and-forty years, reſtored in that time 
the coaſt of Iſrael, from the entering of Hamath unto 
the ſea of the * To which undertaking he was 
encouraged prophet Jonah, whom the Lord 
ſent to him 4 that £1 For the Lord ſeeing the 
affliction of Iſrael, thatit was very bitter, and not ug 
the name of Iſrael ſhould be blotted out from ver 
heaven, he ſaved them by the hands of this Jerv- 
boam the ſon of Joaſh ; though otherwiſe he was one 
that did evil in the ſight of the Lord. 

To this king's time, it ſeems, ſhould be referred 
that great exploit, which (we read in 1 Chron. v. 
18, &c.) was performed by the Reubenites, Gadites, 
and half tribe of Manaſſeh; who muſtering four-and- 

thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty valiant men, 
ſkilful in war, and able to uſe ſword and buckler, 
and to draw the bow, made war upon the Haga- 
rites ; and being helped by the Lord 1. upon their 
crying to — in the battle, and putting their truſt in 
him, was intreated of them, and delivered the Ha- 
So” into their hand) gave them a A 7 

and took from them a large fifty 
ſand camels, two hundred — fifty 1 = 
two hundred thouſand aſſes, and one hundred thou- 
ſand priſoners, beſides 008 were ſlain, which were 
many. Thus they » becauſe the war they 
had was of God; — diſpoſſeſſed thoſe Haga- 


rites, they dwelt in their places until the captivity. 
THE 


THE 


OF THE PROPHET 


people of Iſrael (mentioned buſes in 2 Kings xiv. 25.) 

the Lord commanded him to go to Nineveh, to 

_— it, becauſe their wickedneſs was come up before 
m. 

Nineveh, the metropolis then of the 1 

narchy, was very ancient, as having been built ſoon 

after the flood by Nimrod, great to Noah 


(for ſo take the words in Gen. x. 11. 
which has = confirmation from Micah v. 5) 
though being afterwards enlarged by Ninus, it too 


Jonah i. 
Vol. U. Q ie 
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its name from him. It was alſo a very great city, 
about four hundred furlongs in com (as pro- 
phane writers report) which with us e fifty miles; 
di the text delivers it to be city of three days 
journey, chap. iii. 3. And how ous it was may 
12 Bron «or in it more than fix- 
ſcore thouſand id not know the right 
hand from the * 1 11. which is generally 
underſtood of infants. 


To this fo ancient, ſo 
NI eſpe- 
cially upon fo og as he had to deliver. 
Thinking therefore to IA unto Tarſhiſh from the 
preſence of the Lord, he went down to Joppa, a ſea- 
Row town, to ſeek a paſſage. And — 4 found a 
there, ready to ſet fail for Tarſhiſh, he paid the 

= 4 and went on board. 

But his fear had made him much forget himſelf, in 
thinking he could flee from the preſence of the Lord. 
Which, to his be he ſoon found; for the Lord ſent 
* a „ Which raiſed a great tempeſt in 
If tp the ſhip was likely to be 114 

rr and fear made them 
cry every man unto his God. Then beſtirring them- 
felves to lighten the ſhip, by caſting forth the wares 
that were in it into the 4 to that end they 
came down into the ſides of the ſhip, there they found 


Jonah faſt aſleep. 
him up, ſaid, What 


The ſhip-maſter then 
meaneſt thou, O ſleeper ! Ariſe, call upon thy God, 
if ſo de that God will think upon us, that we periſh 
not.” 

Having got him up, they all agreed to caſt lots, 
that they ht 1 whoſe cauſe this evil was 
come upon them, and the lot fell upon Jonah. Then 
faid they unto him, . Tell us, we pray thee, for 
whoſe cauſe this evil is come upon us. What is thine 
occupation? and whence comeſt thou? What is thy 


D A M. 3197. 


country? 
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country? And of what people art thou? He there- 
upon telling them that he was an Hebrew, one that 
feared the Lord God of heaven, who made the ſea 
and the dry land, he let them know how he had diſ- 
—_ his God, and fled from the preſence of the 


When they heard this, the men were exceedingly 
afraid, and faid to him, Why haſt thou done this? 
And what ſhall we do unto thee, that the fea may be 
calm unto us?” For the ſea grew more and more tem- 
peſtuous. Take me up, ſaid he to them, and caſt 
me forth into the ſea, ſo ſhall the fea be calm unto 
you ; for I know (added he) that for my fake this 
great tempeſt is upon you.” 

This > locks. or? +++ IGOR in thoſe 
ſailors a compaſſion towards poor Jonah. And 
though they had ſuffered ſo much by his means, they 
were very unwilling to throw him over-board. Where- 
fore they rowed hard to have brought the ſhip to 
land. But when they found they could not do it, 
for that the ſea wrought, and was tempeſtuous againſt 
them, they cried unto the Lord (the true God, whom 
Jonah had declared to be his God, the God who made 
both fea and land, the God whom he had offended); 
and they ſaid, We beſeech thee, O Lord, we be- 
ſeech thee, let us not periſh for this man's ſake, and 
lay not upon us innocent blood, if, to ſave ourſelves 
from periſhing, we are obliged to caſt him away; for 
thou, O Lord, haſt done as it pleaſed thee.” 

Having thus made a fort of excuſe to God, and 
deprecated his diſpleaſure, for what they were neceſſi- 
rated, by a principle of ſelf-preſervation, to do to a 
ſervant of his ; they took up Jonah (not without ſome 
reluctance) and caſt him into the fea, and the fea 
thereupon ceaſed from its raging. But the fear which 
on this occaſion had ſeized them, together with the 
ſenſe of their deliverance, was fo great, that they offered 
a ſacrifice unto the Lord, and made vows. 

Though it pleaſed the Lord to puniſh Jonah for 
his diſobedience, yet in the midſt of his judgment 

Q 2 remember} 
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remembering mercy, he had prepared a great fiſh 


(which our Saviour tells us was a whale, Matt. xi. 
40.) to receive Jonah. And this whale ſwallowing up 
Jonah, he was in the belly of the fiſh three days and 
three nights, and in that reſpect was an apt type of 
our blefſed Lord, who for like time was in the 
belly of the earth, the grave. 

While Jonah was in that living priſon, and mov- 
ing dungeon, he prayed unto the Lord his God out 
of the fiſh's belly ©. And what he then prayed, and 
how great the exerciſe of his ſpirit then was, he him- 
ſelf recounted afterwards, in theſe words : 

&« ] cried, ſaid he, by reaſon of mine affliction, un- 
to the Lord, and he heard me; out of the belly of 
the grave cried I, and thou heardeſt my voice. For 
thou hadſt caſt me into the deep, in the midſt of the 
ſeas, and the floods compaſſed me about; all thy 
billows, and thy waves paſſed over me. Then I ſaid, 
I am caſt out of thy ſight, yet will I look again to- 
wards thy holy temple. The waters compaſſed me 
about, even to the foul ; the depth cloſed me round 
about ; the weeds were wrapped about my head. I went 
down to the bottom of the mountains ; the earth with 
her bars was about me for ever. Yet haſt thou 
brought up my life from corruption, O Lord, my 
God. When my foul fainted within me, I remem- 
bcred the Lord, and my prayer came in unto thee, 
into thine holy temple*. They that obſerve lying 
vanities, forfake their own mercy ; but I will ſacrifice 
unto thee with the voice of thankſgiving, I will pay 
that which I have vowed : ſalvation is of the Lord.” 

Now when Jonah had undergone his three days 
puniſhment in tle fiſh's belly, the Lord commanded 
the fiſh, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land. 
And Jonah being thus, by a warrant from heaven, 
diſcharged from his confinement, and ſet at liberty 
again, the word of the Lord came to him a ſecond 
time, ſaying, © Ariſe, Go unto Nineveh, that great 


Jonah . J Jonah iii. 
: city 
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2. and preach unto it the preaching that I bid 


yy * ſmarted for his former diſobedience, Jonah 
ſtood not now to diſpute, nor ſought to ſhift the ſer- 
vice, but gat him away to Nineveh ; and entering a 
day's journey into the city, he proclaimed, * Yet for- 
ty days, and Nineveh ſhall be overthrown,” 
Though this be the ſubſtance of the judgment de- 
nounced, yet it is reaſonable to believe that Jonah 
hed more than barely this. Both for conviction; 
by la aying open the fins of the Ninevites, to manifeſt 
the juſtice of the judgment denounced, and for ex- 
ion, to them to repentance, that they 
might eſcape it. 
However the event was, that the people of Nine- 
veh believed this meſſage to be ſent from God; and 
laiming a faſt, putting on ſackcloth by the 
Ling 's command, gave ſuch tokens of 8 repen- 


tance, and humiliation, that God, thereu repenting 
of the evil which he had threatened to do unto them, 
did it not. 


This proved a new trial and trouble to Jonah *, 
who hereupon diſcovered another infirmity. He had 
poſitively denounced deſtruction to Nineveh, and 
fixed the time. This clemency of God in ſparing 
them, he thought would ſubject him to the cenfure 
of having been a falſe prophet. He ſtood upon his 
reputation, which he doubted would by this means 
2 ; and for theſe reaſons it diſpleaſed Jonah 
ingly, ſo that he was very angry, and in a kind 
of expoſtlary prayer, or precatory expoſtulation, thus 

«« ] pray thee, 0 Lord, was not this my ſaying, 
while - 4 yet in my country ? Therefore it was, 
that I fled 7 unto Tarſhiſh for I knew that thou 
art a gracious God, and merciful, ſlow to anger, and 
of great kindneſs, and repenteſt thee of the evil. Now 


© Jonah iv, | 
Q 3 therefore, 


——_— 
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therefore, O Lord, take, I beſeech thee my life from 
me; for it is better for me to die than to hve.” 

The Lord gave him a gentle reproof, by aſking 
him, If he did well to be angry? Whereupon Jo- 
nah went out of the city ; and having made him a 
booth on the eaſt-ſide thereof, he fat under it in the 
ſhade, till he might ſee what would become of the 
city. For having let in a murmuring diſcontent, he 
was ſo unſettled in his mind, that he knew not what 
to think, whether God would ſpare the city or deſtroy 
It. 

Mean while the Lord, reſolving to give Jonah a 
rational conviction of his partiality to himſelf, and 
want of pity to the Ninevites, prepared a gourd, and 
made it to come up over Jonah, that it might be a 
ſhadow over his head, to deliver him from his grief, 
which the ſcorching beams of the fun cauſed. 

What this gourd was, no body that I have met 
with knows. Many conjectures there are about it, 
and it has afforded matter for great debate, even in 
old time; eſpecially between the two fathers (fo cal- 
led) Jerom and Auguftine. Jerom, in his Latin 
tranſlation of the bible, adventured to change the 
name of this plant ; and inſtead of cucurbita, a gourd, 
called it hedera, an ivy. This his boldneſs had like” 
it ſeems, to have coft him dear; for not only Auguſ- 
tine fell upon him for it (which provoked him to fall 
foul upon Auguſtine again) ; but he was fetched up 
to Rome about it (I take the account out of Calvin's 
commentary on this place) and was there accuſed of 
facrilege, as it were, for changing the name of this 
plant from a gourd to ivy. Whatever name it ſhould 
go by, no doubt it was a ſpreading leafy plant. 
Whence ſome have taken it for a wild vine; others 
for a cucumber, or a pompion, and perhaps it might be 
the palmetta. 

Whatever it was, Jonah was exceeding glad of it ; 
but this joy was ſhort. For eariy next morning God 
prepared a worm, which gnawing the gourd made it 
wither. And when the fun aroſe, God prepared a ve- 


hement 
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hement eaſt-wind ; which, with the ſun, beat 
ſo fiercely the head of Jonah, that he fainting, 
not only wi (in himſelf) that he might die, but 
ſaid again, It is better for me to die than to live.” 
And when God, expoſtulating again with him, aſked 
him, „If he did well to be angry: he, in a di- 
ſturbance of mind, anſwered ; © I do well to be angry, 
even unto death.” 

Then came the conviction upon Jonah. Thou (ſaid 
the Lord to him) haſt had pity on the gourd, for which 
thou hat not laboured, neither madeſt it grow, which 
came up in a night, and per! in a night; and 
ſhould not I ſpare Nineveh, that great city, wherein 
are more than fixſcore thouſand perſons that cannot 
diſcern between the right hand and their left, and 
alſo much cattle. | | 

As this book of Jonah begins abruptly, with a con- 
junction copulative, [AND the word of the Lord 
came to Jonah] (for ſo it ſhould be read, and in the 
Biſhop's Bible it is, The word of the Lord came ALSO 
to Jonah) which has made ſome commentators think, 
this was but an appendix to fome other writing of his, 
or of ſome other concerning him; fo it ends abruptly 
alſo, giving no account what became of the Nine- 
vites, or 3 himſelf after this. 


Q 4 THE 


OF 


O 


HILE Jonah was thus exerciſed at Nineveh, 
the prophet Amos * was employed among the 
Iſraelites. He was an herdſman belonging 

to Tekoa, a town in Judea, not far from Jeruſalem 
{the fame place from which Joab fetched that wiſe 
woman, whom he employed to work king David to 
recall his ſon Abſalom from baniſhment, 2 Jam. xiv. 2. 

He dates the beginning of his prophecy from two 
years before the earthquake. Of which we have not 
any account, that I remember, in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, unleſs it be in a tranſient paſſage in the book of 
Zechariah (a ſucceeding prophet) who, in chap. xiv. 
7 mentions an earthquake in the days of Uzziah 

ing of Judah, who was contemporary with Jeroboam 
the 122 ſon of Joaſh king of Iſracel; under whom, 
and towards the latter end of whoſe reign, this pro- 
phet Amos propheſied. 


Amos i. A. M. 3198. 


Though 
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n and habitation he was of Judah, 
pheſied in Iſrael, and chiefly concerning 

Iſrael. L Fk rſt, againſt the enemies of Iſrael, the Sy- 
rians, che Philiſtines, the Tyrians, the Edomites, the 
Ammonites, and the Moabites, every one diſtinctly, 
in the firſt chapter and beginning of the ſecond, de- 
nouncing to each their judgment, and the cauſe there - 
of. And by a particular form of ſpeech [viz. For 
three tranſgreſſions and for four] uſed alike to them all, 
he ſhews it was not for a few offences that thoſe 
judgments were denounced ; but that they had run on 
in a courſe of finning, and had provoked the Lord to 
the height, Then turning to Judah and Iſrael, he 
treats them in the ſame ſtile, but ſpends the greateſt 
of his book upon Iſrael, which at that time was 
much the worſt of the two. 
But becauſe to analyſe this, and the reſt of the pro- 
phets, as in courſe they fall in the way, would both 
too much ſwell the bulk of this book, and too much 
break and diſcontinue the thread of the hiſtory ; I 


ſhall only touch thoſe paſſages here, which ſeem to 
be hiſtorical. 
t having denounced great 


The prophet 
againſt — in „ as of famine, aA — 
captivity, &c. A the houſe of Jeroboam in 
particular, ſaying, © I T will riſe againſt = houſe of 
Jeroboam with the ſword,” chap, vii, 9. Amaziah, 
the idolatrous prieſt of Bethel (hating, and contriving 
deſtruction to Amos, as generally the falſe prophets do 
jo the rrue) drew up a charge of high-treaſon againſt 
him, and ſent it to the king, ſaying, Amos hath 
conſpired againſt thee in the midſt of the houſe of 
Iſrael : :” the land is not able to bear all his words. 


For thus (ſaid he) Amos faith, Jeroboam ſhall die by 
the ſword, 


This was not only an envious, but a falſe c 
for Amos did not ſay Jeroboam (himſelf) ſhoul die 
dy the ſword; 2 did he ſo 4 (ſee 2 Kings xiv, 


» Amos vii. 


29), 
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29). But ſpeaking in the on of God, he ſaid, 
wy will riſe car Fo 3 is, the poſterity) of 
Jeroboam with the ſword, Amos vii. 9. which was 
fulfilled on Zechariah, the ſon of this Jeroboam, 
2 Kings xv. 10. 

But left this accuſation ſhould not take place with 
the king, the wicked prieſt attempted to frighten the 
prophet, and make him fly the country. 

« O thou ſcer (ſaid he to Amos) Go, flee thee 

away into the land of Judah, and there eat bread, and 
propheſy there. But propheſy not again any more at 
Bethel (where one of the idol-calves was ſet up); for 
it is not only the king's chapel, but the king's court 
too. 
To this inſulting charge the gentle prophet, Amos, 
mildly anſwered, I was no prophet, neither was I 
a prophet's ſon (as if he had faid, I was not bred at 
the univerſity, nor trained up at ſchool, to be made 
a prophet; neither was I a prophet by ſucceſſion, nor 
yet did I take up the employment as a trade for a 
livelihood). But I was an herdſman, and gathered 
ſycamore fruit (or wild figs) for my living. And the 
Lord took me, as I followed the flock, and the Lord 
ſaid unto me, Go, propheſy unto my people Iſrael. 
Now, therefore (added he, his ſpirit riſing in ſome- 
what an higher ſtrain, from a ſenſe of this idolatrous 
prieſt's preſumption, in taking upon him to counter- 
mand his commiſſion) Thou that ſayeſt, Propheſy not 
againſt Iſrael, hear thou the word of the Lord: Thus 
faith the Lord, Tay wife ſhall be an harlot in the 
city, and thy ſons and thy daughters ſhall fall by the 
ſword, and thy land ſhall be divided by line, and thou 
ſhalt die in a polluted land, and Iſrael ſhall ſurely go 
into captivity forth of this land.” 

What was the 1fſue of this conteſt, between this en- 
vious prieſt and the good prophet Amos, doth not ap- 
pear ; nor do I find any mention of him in any other 


place of the holy text. 


THE 


| 
| 
| 
1 


THE 


W SS 


NTEMPORARY with Amos was the prophet 
Hoſea®*, who under this Jeroboam, the fon of 
Joaſh, king of Iſrael, began alſo to propheſy ; 

but ſo near the end of his reign, that the greateſt parr 

of his prophecies fall under the reigns of his ſucceſ- 
ſors, even to the time wherein Iſrael was carried into 
captivity. For though no more of the kings of Iſrael 
are named in his propheſy, but this Jeroboam, under 
whom he began to exerciſe the ic function, 

et he continued to propheſy in the reigns of four 

Lines of Judah, viz. of Uzziah (who was contempo- 

rary with this Jeroboam) and of Jotham, Ahaz, and 

Hezekiah ; in the ſixth year of whoſe reign that cap- 

tivity began, 2 Kings xviii. 10. Of which, in ſeveral 

parts of his prophecies, this holy prophet forewarned 
them. 


And indeed, the book of Hoſea contains expoſtula- 
tions berween God and his people ; exprobations of 


„ Hoſea i. A. M. 3200. 


their 
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their ingratitude for benefits received ; objurgations or 
reproofs for their idolatries and manifold fins; admo- 
nitions to repent, and turn to the Lord; commina- 
tions or threatenings of great judgments and puniſh- 
ments, if they repented not ; wk ; gracious promues 
of pardon and acceptance, if they did repent, amend, 
and heartily return to the Lord. 

But no part of it being hiſtorical, I ſhall only note 
to the r, that as it relates to and treats of the 
times of the kings of Iſrael, from the latter part of 
the reign of Jeroboam the ſecond, to the time of the 
captivity of the ten tribes by Salmanezer ; and from 
the latter part of the reign of Uzziah, through the 
reigns of Jotham and Ahaz, and into the beginning 
of the reign of Hezekiah, kings of Judah: fo it may 
with ben underſtanding, and to molt advantage, be 
read along with the hiſtories of thoſe times, which are 
related in the 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18th chapters of the 
ſecond book of the Kings; and in the 16, 17, and 18th 
chapters of the ſecond book of the Chronicles. 


THE 


THE 


O 


E L. 


BOUT this time alſo, i. e. out the time of 
Jeroboam the ſecond, it is ſuppoſed, the pro- 
Joel lived and fied*, or a little 
after; for ſome refer him to the time of Uzziah, 
others to 2 800 I Ip 0 Judah. 
And perha might propheſy er » as did 
Hoſes and Iſaiah, with whom it is thought he was 
contemporary. 4 
As his propheſy is generally held to relate to the 
Jews (that is, the houſe of Judah only); ſo the ge- 
neral ſcope of it is to ſet forth in the moſt ſenſible 
manner, the grievous judgments that either were then 
come, or were at hand ready to come upon 
them from the Lord, in order to bring them to a 
due ſenſe of their ſinful eftate, to an hearty ſorrow for 
it, and true repentance of it; with direction how to 
manifeſt their repentance ; and affurance, that if they 
did ſo, the Lord would yet be gracious to them; and 


Joel i, A. M. 3200, 


would 
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would not only remove the famine they ſuffered un- 
der (by removing the drought that had cauſed it, and 
ſending rain, which would produce plenty of 
things for them); but would eaſe them alſo of the 
fears they were in, by removing from them the nor- 
thern army, which probably her Fo be that of Senna- 
cherib, the haughty king of Aſſyria, who, by Rab- 
ſhekah, ſent chem fuch threatening meſſages in king 
Hezekiah's time. 

But eminently remarkable and exceeding precious 
are thoſe parts of his propheſy, which point at the 
gory of the goſpel-times, wherein (amongſt other 

»— Wha is promiſed the general pouring forth of 
the ſpirit of God upon all fleſh, in _—_— ees and 
ſtations of men, whether high or low, bond or free, 
male or female; the effects of which ſhould appear 
in their ſons and daughters propheſying, Joel ii. 28, 
29. Which the apoſtle Peter, long after, yet in the 
beginning of the Chriſtian church, applied to that 
great effuſion of the ſpirit upon the les, and the 
reſt of the believers aſſembled at Jeruſalem ſoon 
after the aſcenſion of our bleſſed Lord, Acts. ii. 16, 
&c. | 

Having thus given theſe brief accounts of ſuch of 
the holy prophets as have fallen into this part of our 
hiſtory, let us now return to the kings again, under 
whom propheſied; and leaving the ſecond 
Jeroboam ftill firting on the throne of Iſrael, let us 
go on a while with the ſucceſſion of the kings of Judah. 

After the death of king Amaziah, who (as is noted 
before) was flain by his own ſubj ects at Lachiſh *, 
2 Kings xiv. 19. all the people of Judah took Aza- 
riah (called otherwiſe Uzziah, 2 Chron. xxvi. 1.) and 
made him king in his father's ſtead. 

The firſt public act of his, that we read of, was 
the building (or perhaps rebuilding rather) of Eloth, 
or Elath, a city near the Red-ſea, which he had re- 
covered to Judah. Afterwards he went forth, and 


> 2 Kings xv. 2 Chron. xxvi. 


warred 
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warred againſt the Philiſtines ; and having diſmantled 
Gath, Jabneh, and Aſhdod, cities of prime note in 


Philiſtia (by ing down their walls) he built ci- 
ties about and in other places the 
Philiſtines. For God helped him againſt the Phili- 


ſtines, and againſt the Arabians, and the Nehunims 
(ſuppoſed to be remainders of the Canaanites) and 
againſt the Ammonites alſo; who, as a token of ſub- 
jection, him gifts, ſo that his name ſpread abroad, 


even as far as 
greatly ſtrengthened himſelf. 


And indeed, he had 
For he had an hoſt of three hundred and ſeven thou- 
fighting men, well armed with 
helmets, and habergeons, bows 

arrows, to caſt ſtones. And over this 
hoſt, two thouſand and fix hundred of the chief of 
the fathers, mighty men of valour, were the principal 
ommanders. 'Then for fortifications, he built towers 
| bul 


C 
in of Jeruſalem ; upon which, and u 
the Þ 7 he planted —_ invented by — 
ning men, to ſhoot arrows and ſtones withal. 

He built towers in the deſert alſo, and digged ma- 
ny wells; which bly he did for the accommoda- 
tion and ſafe his ſervants and cattle, for he had 
much cattle, in the low country, and in the 
plains; huſbandmen alſo, and vine-dreſſers, as well 
in the mountains, as in the fruitful fields, for he 
loved — Four * 

In his youth, during the greateſt is 
reign, ſo long at leaſt as iah lived (who had 
underſtanding in the viſions of God) he ſought God, 
and did that which was right in the fight of the Lord. 
And as long as he fought the Lord, the Lord made 
him to proſper, and helped him; fo that he grew 
marvellous ſtrong. But proſperity hurt him; for when 
he was become ftrong, his heart was lifted up to his 
deſtruction, and he tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord his 
God ; for he would needs go into the temple of the 
Lord to burn incenſe upon the altar. 

Vol. II. - Which 
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Which when Azariah the prieſt ſaw, he went in af- 
ter him, with fourſcore prieſts of the Lord, that were 
valiant men, and withſtood Uzziah the king, telling 
him, it did not belong to him he was their 
king) to burn incenſe to the 
the of Aaron, who 

vice. Wherefore bid him 


comi 
be for ki 

The king had a cenſer in hi 

incenſe, when he received this repulſe from the prieſts ; 
and his high ſpirit not brooking to be fo treated 
by his ſubjects, he grew wroth wi priefts. But 
while in his anger he ſtood — them, the 
leproſy roſe up in his forehead. Which the prieſts 
obſerving, they thruſt him out of the houſe of the 
Lord: yea, he himſelf haſted to get out, being ſen- 
ſible that the Lord had ſmitten him. 
Nor did he ever recover of this diſeaſe, but was a 
| leper to his dying day, and dwelt apart in a diſtinct 
houſe as a leper ; for he was cut off from having any 
acceſs to the houſe of the Lord, and Jotham his ſon, 
as vice-roy, was over the king's houſe, and admini- 
ſtered juſtice to the people of the land © during the 
remainder of the king's life. 

Art length this leprous king died, after a reign of 
two and fifty years, and was buried with his fathers ; 
that is, in the fame field wherein the royal ſepulchres 
were, but at ſome diſtance from them, becauſe he was 
. 


As the prophets Jonah, Amos, Hoſea and Joel, be- 

gan their prophecies under Jeroboam king of IIrael, 
and this Uzziah king of Judah; ſo the noble pro- 
— — (noble by birth, as being of the blood 
royal, and more ennobled by his hetic gift, eſpe- 
cially after the holy — had ad Di pe ch 
a live coal taken from the altar) began to propheſy 


© A,M. 3240. * 2 Kings xv. _ 
| un 
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under this king Uzziah; but towards the latter end 
of his reign, after he for his leproſy lived privately, 
and Jotham his ſon ruled for him. Within the com- 
paſs of which time the firſt fix ers of Ifaiah's 
prophecy ſeem to have been written: and the laſt of 
them e y in the year that king Uzziah died. 
When Uzziah was dead*, his ſon Jotham, who 
before had ruled only as pro-rex, reigned as king 
for ſixteen years, doing that which was right in the 
ſight of the Lord, as his father Uzziah Pad done ; 
whoſe great miſcarriage was his preſumption in en- 
=—_ into the ſanctuary of the Lord, and attempting 
to offer incenſe there : which therefore his ſon Jotham, 
taking warning by his harm, warily abſtained from, 
2 Chron. xxvil. 1, 2. But the body of the people yet 
acted c y, for the high-places not being remo- 
ved, they ſtill facrificed and burnt incenſe there. 
2 other public acts, Jotham built the high- 
gate of the houſe of the Lord; and beſides what he 
built on the wall of the tower (which was not a little) 
he built cities in the mountains of Judah, and in the 
foreſts he built caſtles and towers. 
Neither was he unſucceſsful in his wars; for beſide 
the trouble he had from the kings of Syria and Iſrael, 
he fought with the Ammonites, and prevailed againſt 
them; ſo that for ſeveral years they = him yearly 
an hundred talents of filver, ten thouſand meaſures of 
wheat, and as much of barley, of that meaſure which 
is called a cor, which is compured to contain five bu- 


ſhels and five gallons. 


R 2 THE 


THE 


= * / 


the time of this king Jotham began the 
I've Micah to propheſy *; and continued 4 

is reign, and the reigns of his fon and grandſon, 
Ahaz and Hezekiah. T with the hiſtories of 
theſe kings, and of their contemporary kings of Iſrael, 
his prophecy will be read moſt advantageouſly. For 
it relates to both the kingdoms of Iſrael and Judah, 
denouncing great judgments unto ' them, for their 
many and tranſgreſſions therein ſet forth; inter- 
mingling ſometimes ſome comfortable promiſes of 
deliverance and reſtoration, to bear them up from ut- 
terly fainting under the exerciſes they ſhould meet 
withal. 

Let us now, leaving Jotham on the throne of Judah, 

obſerve with what a ſwift motion the wheel of go- 
vernment whirled round in the kingdom of Iſrael. 


* Micah i. A. M. 3260. 
R 3 Jeroboam 


246 SACRED HISTORY. Part III. 


Jeroboam the ſon of Joaſh being dead, 2 Kings 
xiv. 29. his ſon Zechariah fucceeded to the crown of 
Iſrael, in the eight-and-thirtieth year of Uzziah king 
of Judah. But as he did that which was evil in the 
ſight of the Lord, as his fathers had done (not de- 

ing from the fins of Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, 
the calviſh idols, whereby he made Iſrael to fin); fo 
he enjoyed the crown but a little while. For at the 
end of fix months, Shallum the ſon of Jabeſh con- 
ſpiring againſt him, ſmote him before the people; 
and having flain him, reigned in his ſtead. . 

This Zechariah was the fourth from Jehu, and the 
laſt king of his race ; in whom was fulfilled that gra- 
cious promiſe, which the Lord was pleaſed to make 
to Jehu, as a reward for his courage, 822 

, in executing the ] t which 
— en 
that he and his ſeed ſhould fit on the throne of Iſrael 
unto the fourth generation. 

But the meaſure which Shallum meaſured to Zecha- 
riah was meaſured to him again, with this diffe- 
rence, that whereas Zechariah reigned fix months, 
Shallum reigned but one. For Menahem the fon of 
Gadi, going up from Tirzah to Samaria, ſmote Shal- 
lum there; and having flain him, poſſeſſed himſelf 
of the kingdom, 

For an account of the reſt of the acts of theſe three 
kings, Zechariah, Shallum, and Menahem, we are 
referred to the book of the Chronicles of the kings of 
Hrael ; of whom no mention is made, ſo much as 
by name, in either of thoſe books of Chronicles which 
we have. Which makes jt ſtill more evident, that that 
book, fo often referred to, is loſt. 

As ſoon as Menahem was ſettled on the throne, he 

ſmote Tiphſah (a city of Iſrael) and all that were 
therein, and in the coaſts „ becauſe they did not 
open their gates to receive him, or declare for him. 


d 2 Kings xv. 2, 


And 
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And fo i barbarous was he, that when he 
had taken the place, he ripped up all the women 
therein that were with child. 

Theſe were very times, wherein violence, 
» rapines, and all manner of immoralities, as 
well as ſuperſtitions and idolatries, reigned ; for all the 
kings of Iſrael, from Jehu, did evil in the fight of the 
Lord. So that there was abundant matter for the 


1 Amos, Micah, yea, and Iſaiah too] 
againſt. 


— But when the admonitions, reproofs, and threaten- 
ings by the did not prevail to reclaim the 
. ſtirred up the f — of Put. king of 
Afſyria (whom ſome ho ts be Ge king of Minor, 
then the chief city of the Aſſyrian monarchy, who is 
ſaid to have at the preaching of Jonah) to 
the land, 1 Chron. v. 26. Which 
when — Iſrael's new king, underſtood, he 
politicly ſtooped to Pul; and making him a pre- 
ſent of a thouſand talents of filver (three hundred 
ſeventy-five thouſand ) which he raiſed out 
of all the wealthy men of Iſrael, exacting from each 
man fifty ſhekels ; he thereby prevailed with ki 
Pul not only to withdraw his forces out of the 


but before he went, to confirm the kingdom in his 
hand. 


By this means he poſſeſſed the crown ten years, and 
then dying, left it to Pekahiah his ſon, who kept it 
but two years. For he following the ſteps of his fa- 
ther, who did evil in the fight of the Lord, and 
walking in the fin of Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat ; 
Pekah, a captain of his, entering into a conſpiracy 
againſt him, with Argob and Arieh, and fifty men of 


the Gileadites, ſmote him in the king's palace in 
Samaria ; and having flain him, reigned in his ſtead. 
But he too, like the reſt that went before him, did 
evil in the fight of the Lord, not departing from the 
fins of Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, who made Iſrael 


to fin. 


R 4 In 
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In the ſeventeenth year of Pekah's reign, Jotham 
king of Judah dying, Ahaz his fon aſcended the 
throne of that kingdom ©, and proved a very wicked 
king. For he not only did not that which was right 
in the ſight of the Lord, like his anceſtor king Da- 
vid; but he walked in the ways of the kings of I- 
rael, even the worſt of them. For he made molten 
images for Baalim (the whole herd of leffer 
worſhipped by the; heathen). He facrificed, and 
burnt incenſe in the high-p and on the hills, 
and under green tree. Nay, he burnt incenſe 
in the valley of the fon of Hinnom (a place not far 
trom Jeruſalem) and made his fon to paſs the 
fire, according to the abominations of the heathen, 
whom the Lord had caft out from before the children 
of Iſrael. ” | 
This paſſing through the fire, in ſay, was 
done either by cauſing the child to paſs to Molech 
between two fires, made near one to the other for 
that purpoſe, whereby the child was not killed, but 
conſecrated to that idol ; or by ſhutting up the child 
in the body of that idol, which was made of braſs, 
in the ſhape of a man (fave that the head was like 
the head of an ox) ſo great in bulk, that his body was 
divided or parted within into ſeven diſtinct chapels 
or cells, into one of which the child to be ſacrificed 
_ was burnt to death by the heat, which a 
fire from without ſent in through the braſs. And 
that the ſhrieks and outcries the children, thus 
tormented, might not be heard the parents, or 
others ſtanding by, drums mean were beaten; 


from whence the place was called Tepbet, which ſig- 
nifies a drum, as ws d' y tells us in his Hi- 


ftory of the Heathen Gods, iii. p. 21, 22. And 
probable it is that ſo Ahaz his ſon (or children) was 
ſerved*©: for whereas the text in Kings ſays, He 
made his fon to paſs through the fire ;” the text in 


© 2 Kings xvi. A.M. 3267. 4 2 Chron. xxviii. 
Chronicles 


the 
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Chronicles hath it, „He burnt his children in the 
fire.” 

For theſe ſo many and » gn 
the Lord puniſhed Ahaz and] A by the ings of 
Syria and of Iſrael. But here ariſes | 
ment in the ſtory, as it is related in the book 
Kings, and in the book of the Chronicles. 

For in 2 Chron. xxviii. 5, &c. we read, That the 
Lord delivered Ahaz into the hand of the king of 
Syria, who ſmote him, and carried away a grear 
multitude of his people captives to Damaſcus. 
that he was delivered alſo into the hand of Pckah king 
of Iſrael, who ſmote him with a great ſlaughter; 
ſlaying in one day an hundred and twenty thouſand 
valiant men of Judah, and carrying away captives to 
Samaria two hundred thouſand women and children, 
with much ſpoil. 

On the other hand, in 2 Kings xvi. 5. it is ſaid, 
That Rezin king of Syria, and Pekah fon of Rema- 
liah, king of Iſrael, came up to Jeruſalem to war: 
and they beſieged Aha, but could not overcome 
him. The ſame account alſo we have of it by the 

rophet Iſaiah ©, where he ſays expreſly, That in 
the days of this king Ahaz, Rezin the king of Syria, 
and Pekah the ſon of Remaliah king of Iirael, went 
up towards Jeruſalem, to war againſt it, but could not 
prevail againſt it.” 

To accommodate this diverſity in the relation, let 
us ſuppoſe, either that the account given of this mat- 
ter in the book of the Kings, and by the propher 
Ifaiah, related to one time, and that which is given 
in the book of Chronicles to another ; or, that thoſe 
two kings of Syria and Iſrael, though with their joint 
forces they did b beſiege Jeruſalem, could not take the 
city, but were forced to raiſe their ſiege, and then 
committed thoſe other hoſtilities, whereby they flew 
2 took captive ſo many in other parts of the king- 
om. 


* Iaiah. 
For 
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For there ſeems to be no for fuſpicion of 
any miſtake of the ſcribe in either place ; the text in 


Kings, and in the of Iſaiah 8» though 
not written by the hand. Aol aback 
AS ELIE 
„yet in it is at 
large, Lit nt ing circumſtances. And 
ſo is the other relation alſo, which is given 2 Chron. 


XXV111. 


p a king (of our own making) 
in the midſt of it, even the fon — 
whom, or whence: ſome think 


Syri 

lraelite) ; yet thus faith the Lord, It ſhall not ſtand, 
neither ſhall it come to paſs. For the head of Syria 
is Damaſcus, and the head of Damaſcus is Rezin. 


And the head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the head 
of Samaria is Remaliah's fon (Pekah). But within 
threeſcore and five years ſhall Ephraim be broken, 
that it be not a people.” 

Nor is the relation of the many priſoners, which the 
Iſraelites took of Judah, and carried captive with the 
ſpoil to Samaria, leſs ſupported with remarkable cir- 
cumſtances. 

For we read in 2 Chron. xxviii. That when they 
brought in their captives to Samaria, a prophet of the 
Lord, whoſe name was Oded, went out to them, and 
thus reproved the Ifraclitiſh army, both for the 
laughter they had made, and the priſoners they had 


ce Behold, 
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« Behold, ſaid he, becauſe the Lord God of your 
fathers was wroth with Judah, 3 
into your hand, and ye have ſlain them in a 8 
reacheth up unto heaven. And now ye 
keep under the children of Judah 2 Ge 
bondmen and bondwomen unto you. But are there 
not even with you alſo fins againſt the Lord your 
God ? Now * 1 hear ye _ and — the 
n whi e have taken ve 

the fleece weank of Ged © when you.” 
This tired certain of the heads of the children of 
Ephraim (who are here put for Iſrael 
\ * Ye thall nor being che coper 
— not 

whereas we have offended 7 — 
way to add more to our fins, and to our treſpaſs, which 
is ſo great already, that there is fierce wrath againſt 
Iſrael.” 


The ſoldiers 
and the ſpoil before the 
the principal rulers took the captives ; and 
with the ſpoil clothed and ſhod all ſuch of them as 
had been ſtripped by the foldiers, they gave them to 
eat and to drink, and anointed them (dreſſing the 
wounds of ſuch of them as were hurt); and ſetting 
the feeble of them upon affes, brought them to Jeri- 
cho to their brethren, themſelves returning to Sa- 
maria. 

However it was, this is evident, that although the 
Lord had by his prophet affured Ahaz, that the Sy- 
rians with Iſrael ſhould not prevail to take the city 
Jerufalem, and offered to confirm it to him by what- 
ſoever ſign he would aſk; yet would not that ſtub- 
born king aſk any ſign (under an hypocritical pre- 
tence, that he would not tempt God); neither yet 
would he truſt to the Lord for preſervation and deli- 
verance. But he ſent to the king of Aſſyria to come 
and help him; and to induce him thereunto, ſent 
him for a preſent the filver and the gold that was 


found in the houſe of the Lord, and in the king's 
treaſury ; 


252 SACRED HISTORY. Part III. 


treaſury ; offering to become a tributary to him, and 
giving his embaſſadors in charge to ſay to the Aſſy- 
Tian monarch in his name, I am — ſervant and 
thy ſon: come wp, and fave me cur of the hand of the 
king of Syria, and of the king of Iſrael, which rife 
u 
v EStath-pileſer, the then king of Aſſyria (called al- 
ſo Tilgath- pilneſer, 2 Chron, xxviii. 20.) was not back- 
ward to come. Yet before he could come, Rezin 
king of Syria had recovered from Judah the city 
Elath, which king Uzziah, ather of Ahaz, had 
taken from the Syrians, driving the Jews from 
thence, replanted his Syrians therein. 

But when Tiglath- eſer was come, he made ſhort 
work with Rezin*', for drawing up his army againſt 
Damaſcus, he took it ; and having flain king Rezin, 
he carried away the people of Damaſcus captives to 
Kir ; which Tremellius takes to be a city or place in 
Media, ſubject to the Aﬀyrian monarchy, and from 
thence called afterwards Syromedia. And herein Til- 
gath-pileſer anſwered his name, which ſignifies, He 
bath taken away a marvellous captivity. 

This ſpoiling of Damaſcus the prophet Iſaiah fore- 
ſaw and foretold, not only in ſome darker 
in the ſeventh chapter of his prophecy, but openly and 
direftly in the eighth chapter. Where having typi- 
cally repreſented | his going in unto his wife, ſhe 
thereupon conceiving, and bearing a ſon, whoſe name 
he called Maher-ſhalal-haſhbaz (that is, In making ſpeed 
to the ſpoil, he haſteneth the prey) and his recording 
all this by God's command in a great roll, before 
ſufficient witneſſes ; he told them expreſly, that before 
that child ſhould have knowledge to cry, My fa- 
ther, and my mother,” the riches of Damaſcus, and 
the ſpoil of Samaria, ſhall be taken away before the 
king of Aſſyria, Iſa. viii. 4. And although he joins 
— the ſpoil of Samaria with that of Damaſcus, the 
ſequel of the ſtory will ſhortly ſhew the completing 


TA. M. 3272. 
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of that alſo. And as he r before 
= OG > 8 ſeventeenth chapter of his prophe- 
he ſpeaks of it again as come. 
"Nor did Ifaiah only foreſhew this ſtroke upon 
Damaſcus ; but his con — em the Amos, 
» plain herdſman, foretold it in terms. 
are his words: „ Thus faith the * 
three tranſgreſſions of Damaſcus, and for four, I will 
not turn away the puniſhment thereof, becauſe they 
threſhed Gilead (a part of the country of Iſrael) with 
threſhing inſtruments of iron; but I will fend a fire 
into the houſe of Hazael, which ſhall devour the pa- 
laces of Bendadad (ras kings of Syria, father and 
_ _ oppreſſors of Iſrael). I will break alſo the 
Damaſcus, and cut the inhabitant from the 
* of Aven, and him that holdeth the ſceptre from 
the houſe of Eden; and the people of Syria (for thoſe 
three places, Damaſcus, Aven, and Eden, are taken 
to comprehend the whole kingdom of Syria) ſhall 
go into captivity unto Kir, faith the Lord, © Amos i. 
3» &c. ſee alſo chap. 2 
When king Ahaz underſtood that the Aſſyrian 
king was come to Damaſcus, he haſtened thither to 
him. And there, he ſaw an altar, which, for 
the form » much pleaſed him : wherefore cauſ- 
ing a of it to be exactly taken, he ſent it to 
Uryah the prieſt at Jeruſalem, for him to make ſuch 
another by it. The prieſt (inftead of inſtructing the 
king better, as his office required) being, 1 
hypocritical time- ſerver, built an altar by that pat- 
tern, king Ahaz came back from Damaſcus. 
Now when the king, being returned, found this 
new, altar ready, he not only offered thereon, but 
cauſed the altar of the Lord (the brazen altar which 
be 2 from the fore- 
and (that it might 
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the Lord had 


whereby he had made Judah naked, 


For on the one hand, the Edo- 
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but they were the ruin of hi 
r 
he gathered 


having reigned fixteen 

ned in * city of Jeruſ. 
im not into the fepul gs 
But Ahaz lived to fee Pekah king of Iſrael (who 
joined with Rezin king of Syria againſt him) 
diſtreſſed as well as himſelf. For Tiglath-pileſer, the 
Afyrian king, having ſpoiled Damaſcus, the metro- 
polis of Syria, fell upon Hon, and Abel-beth-maa- 


chah, Janoah and Kedeſh, Hazor, Gilead and Galilee, 
and 


the land of Naphtali (cities and countries be- 

longing to Iſrael) and carried the inhabitants captive 

to Aﬀyria. This panes might give encouragement 

to Hoſhea, the fon of Elah, to conſpire againſt Pe- 

kah ; OT WO MELT Wes him, and reigned 
ſtead. 


in his 
Hoſhea took the ki with all its incum- 
brances*, which by this time were grown to be many 
and great. For he himſelf paſſed in the middle 
rank of the bad kings, doing evil in the ſight of the 
Lord; but not as ſome of the kings of Iſrael that had 
been before him; yet the kings his predeceſſors, with 
the body of the people, having through a long ſeries 
of time gone on in a courſe of diſobedience and re- 
bellion againſt the Lord, flighting the admonitions, 
and diſregarding the threatenings 'of the Lord by his 
ets, had fo highly provoked the Lord, that now 
t the kin Aſfyria, whom he called the rod 
of his anger, 2 5. to call them to an account. 


5 2 Kings xvii, 


So 
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So that Hoſhea was ſcarce ſettled on the throne, when 
Shalmaneſer, the Aſſyrian king, came 
Hoſhea, for that time, 
prey ſubjecting himſelf to 


inſt him. 
ed — with fubmif- 
m as a tributary prince, 
him ample 2 ents. But this ſerved not 
For after a e, Hoſhea neglected to 
2 wich So, king of 
to aſſiſt him to caſt off the Afyrian yoke, 
ich he had fo lately taken on him. Which when 
— wet ws he came up with his forces 
through all the land, and laid ſiege to Samaria. 

Three years Samaria held out the ſiege, before the 
Aſſyrian could take it*. But at the three years end 
(which was the ninth year of Hoſhea) Shalmaneſer 
took 223 and 5 up king Hoſhea in priſon, 
and in he canta lirael away captives into 
Aſſyria, 8 Halah and in Habor, by 
2 114 of the Medes. 
Among e ives, t, then a young man, 
was one, whoſe ry hath a diſtinct Cork fn the 
A a. 

Thus were the ten tribes diſpoſſeſſed of the land of 
to their father, whoſe 
name they bore. And that the juſtice of God may 
in thus diſinheriting them, the cauſe is ſet 

amplification, in this 17th chapter of 
CERT | from ver. 7. to/24- But 
is contracted into this ns brief fum, chap. xvili. 12. 
« Becauſe they obeyed not the voice of the Lord their 
God, but tranſgreſſed his covenant, and all that Mo- 
ſes, the ſervant of the Lord, had commanded; and 
them, ur eſs them.” 
„ Who propheſied in thoſe 
api As the prophet Iſaiah, 
9. y the end. The pro- 
6, 7. 8, 9, and chap. 
and chap. xili, 16. The 


> A. M. 3284. 


prophet 
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het Amos, chap. iii. 9. to the end; c v. 
3- . vi. 7. N dw the als che 
chap. i. 5, 6, &c. and chap. ii. 3, 4, &c. 

The Ifraelites being thus carried out of their own 
land into Aſſyria, the Aſſyrian king drew forth divers 
colonies of his people from Babylon, and from Cu- 
thah, and from Ava, and from Sepharvaim (places 
belonging to that monarchy) and ſending them into 
the land of Canaan, placed them i in the cities of Sa- 
maria, inſtead of the children of Iſrael ; and they poſ- 
ſeſſing Samaria, dwelt in the cities thereof. 

This ling of Samaria, and the other cities 
of Iſrael, is aſcribed to Eſarhaddon, Eſra iv. 2. But 
he being the grandſon of Salmaneſer, by whom the 
country was depopulated, it may be conſidered whe- 
ther it be ble the country lay waſte, and unin- 
* for ſo many years as were detween the grand- 

; _ whether they who were ſent 
don might not be a 2 colony. 

5 ey who came firſt, at their firſt com- 
ing to dwell - A met with but rough er entertainment. 
For not fearing the Lord (that is, not performing 
any fort of worſhip to him, but polluting the holy 
band with their — ſorts of foul oul idolatries) — 
Lord ſent lions among them, which flew many of 
them. 

This ſtruck ſuch terror on the reſt, that they ſent 
meſſengers to the king of Aſſyria, to complain of this 

evance; who acquainted him, that the nations 
which he had removed, and placed in the cities of 
Samaria, were infeſted, and many of them flain by 
lions, which the God of the land had ſent among 
them, becauſe „ not knowing the manner how 
that God uſed to be ſerved, had not performed any 
worſhip to him. 

The king thereupon, that he might provide for the 
ſafery of the people, gave order that one of the prieſts, 
that had been brought with the other captives out of 
the land of Ifrael, ſhould be. carried back thither 
again, that he mi ght dwell there, and teach cheſe new 

Vol. II, 8 inhabitants 
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ner of the 5 
houſes of lites ( 
becauſe Samaria was the metro- 


polis, or chief city of that kingdom) had made every 
nation in their cities wherein they dwelt. - 


For the men that came from Babylon ſet up Suc- 


god; which Godwyn tells us, 


from the Hebrew doctors, was the picture of an hen 
with her chickens. Moſes and Aaron, I. iv. c. 7. 
They that came from Cuth (or Cuthath) made 
Nergal their god: which Godwyn (abi ſupra) 2 
the Hebrew doctors interpret, Gallum fylveſtrum ; 
Wilſon calls it @ woodcock. Chriſtian Dictionary, - 
+ But D'Aſſigny ſays, Nergal was à continual fire. 
of the Heathen Gods, book firſt, p. 103. 
The men of Hamath ſet up 1 * — their god, 
repreſented by à goat. Gn ob 
The Avites two; Nibhaz, rats. 3 to be the 
ſame with Anubis, which the Egyptians * 


in the image of a dog; and T „ in the form of 
an aſs. Godwyn, ib. 
They that came from vim had two alſo. 
Adramelech and Anammelech. Which Godwyn (#6; 
ſupra) ſays, had the repreſentation, the former of a 
mule, the latter of an horſe. But becauſe the Se- 
Pharavites are here ſaid to burn their children in the 
fire to theſe gods of theirs, ſome have thence con- 
| „ that theſe two idols were the fame with 
Moloch (or Molech) whoſe name they have aſſumed. 
Hiſt. of Heathen Gods, I. i. p. 92. 
That theſe contemptible gods might not want ſuit- 
able attendants, theſe new planters made to them- 


i 2 Kings xvii. 


ſelves 
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ſelves, of the loweſt them, prieſts of the high- 
places, which facrificed for them there. And thus 
they patched up a mongrel religion, fearing the 
Lord (that is, pretending to worſhip him) yet ſer- 
ving their own gods; paying indifferently their devo- 
tions to Bethel's calf, and their own idols, with the 
_ _ after the ſame manner, as the Iſrae- 
ites ormerly done, according as were in- 
ſtructed by their — but iA 
But as for the Iſraelites who were into capti- 
„ all their afflictions and diſtreſſes, even this laſt 
greateſt of perpetual bondage, did not reclaim 
them; but they went on in their accuſtomed evil 
courſes, not fearing the Lord, nor doing nor keeping 
the ſtatutes, ordinances, law, and commandment, which 
the Lord had given to the children of Jacob, whom 
he named Iſrael. 
This was the end of the Iſraelitiſn kingdom; that 
is, of the ten tribes which revolted from Rehoboam 
of Solomon, and ſet up Jeroboam the fon of 
ebat againſt him. And this was the beginning and 


rejected by them. | 


and fuccefidr, Hezekiah (a good fon of an evil father) 
by his obedient and humble walking with the Lord, 
may be thought to have for a While ed it. 
For he is ſaid to have done that which was right in the 
fight of the Lord, according to all that his anceſtor 
David did. ; 

He began early to give evidence of his zeal for 
God, and for the true worſhip of God*. For in the 
firſt year of his reign (which was the five-and-twen- 


* 2 Kings xviii. 2 Chron. Wix. 
S 2 tieth 
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tieth of his age) and in the firſt month of the years 
he cauſed the doors of the houſe of the Lord (which his 
father had ſhut up, 2 Chron. xxviii. 24.) to be opened 


and repaired. Then having the prieſts and 
the Levites together, he gave them in charge, firſt to 


ſanctify themſelves, and then to ſanctify the houſe of 
the Lord God of their fathers, by carrying the filthi- 
neſs. out of the holy place. For, ſaid he, our fa- 
thers have treſpaſſed, and done that which was evil in 
the ſight of the Lord our God, and have forſaken him, 
and turned away their faces from the habitation of 
the Lord, and have even turned their backs it. 
They have alſo ſhut up the doors of the porch, and 
have put out the lamps, and have not burned incenſe, 
nor offered burnt-offerings in the holy place unto the 
God of Iſrael. Wherefore the wrath of the Lord was 
upon Judah and Jeruſalem, and he hath delivered them 
into their enemies hands, as ye have ſeen. For our 
fathers, ye know, have fallen by the ſword, and our 
wives and children were in captivity for this.” Where- 
in it is probable he had an eye to the ſlaughter, 
which Pekah, late king of Iſrael, had made of the 
men of Judah, and the great number of priſoners 
taken in the time of king Ahaz his father, 2 Chron. 
XXV111. 6. and 8. X 

Then going on he tells them, „ Now it is in my 
heart to make a covenant with the Lord God of II- 
rael, that his fierce wrath may turn away from us. 
Now therefore my ſons (ſaid he) be not .negligent ; 
for the Lord hath choſen you to ſtand before him, that 
ye may ſerve him, and miniſter unto him, and burn 
incenſe before him.” 

The Levites and the prieſts, thus authoriſed and 
gathered their brethren together, and, 
having ſanctified themſelves, came, according to the 
commandment of the king, to do the Lord's buſi- 
neſs, in cleanſing the houſe of the Lord. And the 
prieſts, going into the inner part, brought out all the 
uncleanneſs that they found in the temple of the I ord 
to the Levites; who taking it of them; carri 


ed it out 
abroad, 
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abroad, and caſt it into the brook Kidron (a rivulet 
which ran in the valley between Jeruſalem and the 
mount of Olives, and in the New Teſtament 1s called 
Cedron, John xviii. 1). And ſuch diligence they 
did uſe therein, that inning on the firſt day of 
the firſt month, they came ugg. A eighth day to the 
porch of the Lord. And having in eight days clean- 
fed qe houſe of the Lord, they cleanſed the outward 
court in eight days more; ſo that by the ſixteenth 
day of the ſame month they had made a full end. 
Having then reported to king Hezekiah that they 
had cleanſed all the houſe of the Lord, and the altar 
of burnt-offering, and the ſhew-bread table, with all 
the veſſels belonging to each; and moreover, that 
they had looked up all the veſſels, which his father 
king Ahaz had caſt away in his tranſgreſſion, and had 
prepared and ſanctified them, and ſet them before the 
altar of the Lord; the king, with his rulers, went 
early up to the houſe of the Lord, and offered burnt- 
offerings and ſacrifices in ſuch abundance, that the 
ieſts were too few to flay them, and were glad to 
accept the help of their brethren the Levites (who 
were more upright, and forward to ſanctify them- 
ſelves, than were the prieſts) until the work was ended, 
and till more of the prieſts had ſanctified themſelves. 
And thus was the ſervice of the houſe of the Lord 
ſet in order, to the mutual rejoicing of both king and 
ple. | | 
The way being thus fairly opened to a thorough 
reformation, and ſo good a progreſs made therein, 
the next ſtep was the keeping of the paſſover : which 
by reaſon of the diviſion of the kingdom, and the 
frequent commotions ', diſturbances, and troubles that 
happened thereupon, had ngt been kept in due man- 
ner for a lang time. But Now, the king having ad- 
viſed with his princes about it, it was determined, 
that ſince it could not be kept in that firſt month 
(which was the regular time for it) becauſe neither 


13 Kings xviit. 2 Chron, xxx, 
83 had 
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had the prieſts yet ſanctiſied a ſufficient number of them- 
ſelves for the work, nor could the people have timely 
notice to aſſemble themſelves together at Jeruſalem to 
it ; it ſhould be kept in the ſecond month, and procla- 
mation thereof ſhould be made from Beerſheba even 
unto Dan (the whole length of the land of Judea) ; 
that ſo not only the two tribes of the kingdom of Ju- 
dah, but all alſo of L - , as, 
having eſc the hands of the kings yria, were 
not — 39 (for the Aſſyrian beſom had 
not {wept all away) might have notice of it. 

To that end, letters were diſpatched by poſt, from 
the king and his pri throughout all Iſrael 
Judah ; and thoſe were directed to the remnant of 
Iſrael were thus worded : 

« Ye children of Iſrael, turn again unto the Lord 
God of Abraham, Iſaac, and Iſrael, and he will re- 
turn to the remnant of you that are eſcaped out of the 
hand of the kings of Aſſyria. And be not ye like 
your fathers, and like your brethren, who treſpaſſed 
againſt the Lord God of their fathers, and were there- 
fore given up by him to deſolation, as ye ſee. Now 
be not ye ſtiff-necked, as your fathers were, but yield 
yourſelves unto the Lord, and enter into his ſanctuary, 
which he hath ſanctified for ever, and ſerve the Lord 
your God, that the fierceneſs of his wrath may turn 
away from you. For if ye turn again unto the Lord 
your God, your brethren and your children ſhall 
find 2 before them that have led them cap- 
tive, ſo they ſhall come again into this land; for 
the Lord your God is gracious and merciful, and will 
= turn away his face from you, if ye return to 

With theſe letters thg poſts paſſed from city to 
city, through the countries of Ephraim and Manaſſeh, 
even unto Zebulun ; but they laughed them to ſcorn, 
and mocked them. So little of good had that great 
calamity, which had fo lately befallen their brethren, 
wrought upon them. Nevertheleſs, divers of Aſher, 


and 
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But in Judah, the power of God (figuratively ex- 
preſſed by his hand) * ſo effectually, that with 
one heart they applied Ives to do the com- 
t of the king and of the princes, which 
were ſenſible proceeded from the word of the 
So that there aſſembled at Jeruſalem much people, 


obſerve the ri 


* 


congregation were not 
ſanctifſied (for a multitude of the Fx out of E- 
bul 


phraim, Manaſſeh, Iſſachar, and „ had not 
cleanſed themfelves, who yet were admitted to eat 
the ver, againſt the law, Levit. vi, 20.) 
the ites were C to kill their paſſovers for 
them (which, had they been clean, they themſelves 
ſhould have done, Levit. i. 5). And good king He- 
zekiah (knowing how much the inward preparation 
of the heart exceeded the outward ceremonious cleanſ- 
ing) offered this atoning prayer to the Lord for them, 


ſaying, | 

« The Lord pardon every one that 
his heart to ſeek God, even the Lord God of his fa- 
thers, although he be not cleanſed according to the 


purification of the ſanctuary. And fo acceptable to 
the Lord was this pious requeſt, that he hearkened 
to Hezex1ah, and healed the people. 

| S 4 The 
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The reſt of this ſolemnity (the greateſt that 
had been 86 — — — the time of 


king 8 the reader may ſee in the remainder 
of this chapter, 2 Chron. xxx. 

Now when all this was finiſhed, all Iſrael that were 
preſent went out to the cities of Judah by king He- 
zekiah's command, and brake the images in pieces, 
and caſt down the groves, and threw down the high- 
places and the altars out of all Judah and Benjamin, 

and out of that part of Ephraim and Manaſſeh alſo 
which was ſubje& unto Judah (of which ſee 2 Chron. 
X111. 19.) until they had deſtroyed them all. 

Nor ſpared he the braſen ſerpent, which Moſes had 
made by the command of God, Numb. xxi. 8, 9. But 
becauſe the children of Ifrael had burnt incende to it, 
he brake it in pieces, and in contempt called it Ne- 
buſbtan, that is, a piece of mere braſs. 

Then, that he might make a thorough reformation, 
he regulated the prieſts and Levites, with reſpect 
both to tiicir courſes of waiting, and the reſpective 
ſervices they were to perform in the houſe of the Lord, 
and about his worſhip. And that they might be en- 
couraged in their attendance, according to the law of 
the Lord, he commanded the — to give them 
their portion; which thereupon was brought in ſo plen- 
tifully, that they all had enough to eat and to ſpare; 
ſo that ſtore-houſes were provided to lay up what was 
left, and ſtewards appointed to take the charge and 
care of receiving and diſtributing it. 

Thus did Hezekiah throu all Judah, working 
that which was good and right in truth before the 
Lord his God: for in every work that he undertook, 
in the ſervice of the houſe of God, he ſought his God, 
according to the law and the commandments, and 
did it with all his heart. And indeed he clave to 
the Lord, and departed not from following him, but 
kept his commandments, truſting in the God of Iſrael; 
ſo that after him was none like him among all the 


kings of Judah, nor any that were before him, viz. 
ſince 
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fince the diviſion of the kingdom. And the Lord, 
who is never ſhort on his part, was with him, and 
proſpered him whitherſoever he went. 

In his father's time (who, for his own and his 
people's fins, was brought low) the Philiſtines had 
invaded the low country, and the ſouth of Judah, 
and had taken many. cities with their villages from 
Judah, which they poſſeſſed themſelves of, and dwelt 
in, 2 Chron. we # 18. thele Hezekiah recovered 
from them, and gave the Philiſtines a full defeat. 

His father Ahaz had alſo, through fear, ſubjected 
himſelf and the kin to the king of Aſſyria, 
2 Kings xvi. 7. This being uneaſy to Hezekiah, he 
refuſed to ferve the Aſſyrian any longer, and forbore 
to pay him tribute. Whereupon, in the fourteenth 
year of king Hezekiah, Sennacherib, then king of 
Aſſyria, entering with an army into Judah, incamp- 
ed againſt the fenced cities, and thought to win 
them. So we read it in 2 Chron. xxxii.- 1. But in 
2 Kings xviii. 13. it is ſaid expreſly, that he came up 
againſt all the fenced cities of Judah, and took them ; 
with which agrees the prophet Ifatah, chap. xxxvi. 
1. Yet taking this latter to be ſpoken by a trope 
of the whole for a part“, it may be underſtood that 
he, in the pride and haughtineſs of his heart, thought 
to have won them all; but being reſtrained, took only 
fome of them. 

However, Hezekiah foreſeeing that, after he had 
taken the out-cities, he would aim at Jeruſalem, the 
royal feat of Judah, thought fit, while he had time, 
to make it as ſtrong as he could. Wherefore taking 
counſel with his princes and chief officers, and ſet⸗ 
ting many hands to the work, he cauſed all the foun- 
tains of water, which were without the city, to be 
ſtopped. And cutting of the brook [Gihon] which 
ran through the middle of the land, he brought it 
down to the weſt fide of the city of David; that ſo 
he might both ſecure himſelf of a ſufficient ſupply of 


= 2 Kings xvii, 2 Chron. xxxu. 
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ſures of the king's houſe. And that not ſuffici 
found it neceſſary to cut off the gold from the 
of the temple of the Lord, and from the pillars whi 
he had over-laid with gold; for it ſeems w 
opened the doors of the temple (which his ff 
ſhut) and reſtored the worſhip of God, in the 
ning of his reign, he had over-laid the doors 
lars with plates of gold. But when the Aſſyri 
had gotten the money, inſtead of raiſing 
and withdrawing his forces, he ſent three 
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intent (as is ſuppoſed) to place a garriſon therein for 
the king of Aſſyria. 

Theſe coming to Jeruſalem, and demanding to 
ſpeak with the king, he ſent forth to them three prime 
miniſters of ſtate, Puakim, who was com ler, or 
over the houſehold, with Shebna the ſecretary of 
ſtate, and Joab the recorder. But when, by the com- 
ing forth of theſe, the Aﬀyrians perceived that entrance 
was denied them ; Rabſhakeh, in the name of his maſter 
Sennacherib, ſpake thus unto them: 

« Speak ye now (ſaid he) to Hezekiah, Thus ſaith 
the king, the king of Afﬀyria, What confidence 
is this wherein thou truſteſt ? Thou ſayeſt, I have 
counſel and ſtrength for the war; but they are but 
vain words. On whom therefore doſt thou rely, that 
thou rebelleſt againſt me? Thou truſteſt (it may be) 
upon the ſtaff of this broken reed, even Egypt, on 
which, if a man lean, itwill go into his hand and pierce 
it; for ſuch is Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that 
truſt in him. But if ye ſhall ſay unto me, We truſt 
in the Lord our God (I anfwer, What reaſon have ye 
to truſt in him whom ye have fo nly done de- 
ſpite unto ? for) is not that he, whele hk oleme and 
whoſe altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and hath 
faid to Judah and Jerufalem, ye ſhall worſhip before 
this (only) altar in Jeruſalem ?” 

Then, to expreſs the higheſt contempt of Heze- 


kiah's ſtrength, and to deride his weakneſs, he added, 
Now 
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« Now therefore, I pray thee, give hoſtages to my 
lord the king of Aſſyria, and I will deliver thee two 
thouſand horſes, if thou be but able on thy part to 
ſet riders on them. And if thou be not, how then 
wilt thou be able to put to flight one captain of the 
leaſt of my maſter's ſervants ? But beſides, it is in vain 
for you to rely upon the Lord; for am I now come 
up without the Lord againſt this place to deſtroy it? 
No, no; the Lord faid to me, Go up againſt this 
land, and deſtroy it.” 

Rabſhakeh, it ſeems, delivered this meſſage in the 
Jewiſh language ; and that troubled Hezekiah's mi- 
niſters, leſt the Jews that were within hearing u 
the wall ſhould be thereby diſcouraged. Wherefore 
they deſired Rabſhakeh to ſpeak to them in the Syrian 
language, which they told him they underſtood, and 
not talk any longer with them in the Jews language, 
in the hearing of the people that were on the wall. 

But Rabſhakeh, deriding their fear, thus replied 

to him that made that requeſt; « Hath my maſter 
ſent me to ſpeak theſe words to thy maſter and thee 
only? Hath he not ſent me to the men which fit on 
the wall ; that they may know before-hand what they 
muſt truſt to, if they ſtand out againſt my maſter, to 
wit, to eat their own dung, and drink their own urine ; 
that 1s, to undergo the utmoſt extremities of a cloſe 
and long fiege.” 
Then raiſing his voice, and directing his ſpeech to 
the le on the wall, he cried in the Jews language, 
* Hear the word of the great king, the king of Aſ- 
ſyria.” Upon which the people giving attention, he 
went on: 

„ Thus faith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive 

for he ſhall not be able to deliver you out of 
my hand. Neither let Hezekiah make you truſt in 
the Lord, ſaying, The Lord will ſurely deliver us 
and this city ſhall not be delivered into the hand of 
the king of Aſſyria. 

c Hearken not unto Hezekiah ; for thus ſaith the 
king of Afﬀyria, make an agreement with me, by a 
| preſent, 
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preſent, and come out to me, and then eat ye every 
man of his own vine, and of his own fig-tree, until 
I come, and take you away to a land hike your own; 
a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vine- 
yards, a land of oil of olive, and of honey, that ye 
may live, and not die. And hearken not unto He- 
zekiah, when he deceiveth you, faying, The Lord will 
deliver us. Hath any of the of the nations de- 
livered at all his land out of the hand of the king of 
Aſſyria? Then recounting the places he had won“, 
he went on, aſking, Where are the gods of Hamath, 
and of Arphad ? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, 
 Henah, and Ivah ? Have they delivered Samaria out 
of mine hand? Which of all the gods of the coun- 
tries hath delivered their country out of my hand, that 
the Lord ſhould deliver Jerufalem out of my hand?” 

Here Rabſhakeh ſtopped, expecting probably that 
the people would have expreſſed their minds; but 
the le held their peace, and anſwered him not; 
for the king's commandment was, Anfwer him not 


a word. 

But when Eliakim, with the other two officers, 
came back to king Hezekiah with their clothes rent, 
and told him the words of Rabſhakeh; the 
king, renting his clothes alfo, covered himſelf with 
ſackcloth, and went into the houſe of the Lord, 'to 
beg help and deliverance from him; ſending mean 
while Eliakim and Shebnah, with the elders of the 
prieſts, covered alſo with ſackcloth, to Iſaiah the pro, 
phet, to ſtir him up to ſeek the Lord for them. | 

Theſe, coming to Ifaiah, faid, „ Thus ſaith He- 
zekiah, This is a day of trouble, and of rebuke and 
blaſphemy (to wit, in Rabſhakeh's condemning the 
taking away the high-places, &c). For the children 
are come to the birth, and there is not ftren to 
bring forth (meaning, perhaps, to finiſh the reforma- 
tion begun). It may be the Lord thy God will hear 
the words of Rabſhakeh, whom the king of Aſſyria 


2 Kings ix. Iſaiab xxxvi, 
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his maſter hath ſent 2 he fog Gd, 27 

will reprove them. Wherefore up thy prayer 

the remnant that are leſt, ſince ten 42 

are already carried away, and fo many cities now taken 

= good prophet, diſmayed with the Aſſyrian 
'The not difm 1 

threats, gave them this ſhort, but comforting an- 


ſwer: 
ye ſay to your maſter, Thus faith 


«© Thus ſhall 
the Lord, be not afraid of the words which thou haſt 
heard, with which the ſervant of the king of Aſſyria 
hath blaſphemed me. Behold, I will a blaſt (or 
_- him, and he ſhall hear a rumour, and 
return to his own land.” 

Mean while Rabſhakeh, the Aſſyrian herald, hav- 
ing ſummoned the city Jeruſalem to yield, and re- 
ceived no anſwer, was returned, to give the kin 
his r 2 and 
him againſt (a city belonging to the 

prieſts, Joſh. xxi. 13. and 1 Chron. vi. 57. which, 
IE 2s of hho bn of RAR Mos of 
Judah, had revolted from Judah, 2 Kings vii. 22.) 
for Rabſhakeh had heard that Sennacherib had de- 
from Lachiſh. 
At Libnah it was that Sennacherib heard the ru- 
mour (which God by the prophet had ſaid he ſhould 
hear) ; which was, That his own country was invaded 
by Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia, who was come out to 
fight a him. Wherefore reſolving to return 
| home with all ſpeed, to defend his own land (which 
the _ or ſpirit, that God ſent upon him, diſpoſed 

to) he ſent meſſen again unto king Heze- 
ES ummons, in theſe haughty 


e in whom thou truſteſt, deceive 
thee, by telling thee Jeruſalem ſhall not be delivered 
into the hand of the king of Aſſyria. Behold, thou 
haſt heard what the kings of Aſſyria have done unto 
all lands, by deſtroying them utterly : and ſhalt thou 
delivered ? Have the gods of the nations delivered 
them 
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gers thou haſt hed the Lord, and haſt ſaid, 
With the multitude of my chariots I am come up to 
the height of the mountains, to the ſides of Lebanon, 
and will cut down the tall cedar-trees thereof, and 
the choice fir-trees thereof, and will enter into the 
lodgings of his borders, and into the foreſt, and his 
fruitful country. I have digged, and drank ſtrange 
waters, and with the ſole of my feet have I dried up 
all the rivers of beſieged places. (Then, to take 
down his pride, and let him fee that he had arrogated 
to himſelf what was due to the Lord, whoſe inftru- 

ment only he was, the prophet thus interrogates him): 
Haſt thou not heard, that I have done it long ago, 
and that of ancient times I have formed it ? Now have 
I brought it to paſs, that thou ſhouldſt be to lay 
waſte fenced cities into ruinous heaps. (And to ſhew 
that he had not led ſo much by his own 
ſtrength, as by God's having weakened them whom he 
ſubdued, the prophet adds); therefore their inhabitants 
were of ſmall power, they were diſmayed and con- 
founded, they were as the graſs of the field, and as 
the green herb, as the graſs on the houſe-top, and as 
corn that is blaſted before it be grown up. But I 
know thy abode, thy going out, and thy coming in, 
and thy rage againſt me. Becauſe thy rage againſt 
me, and thy tumult is come up into mine ears; 
therefore will I put my hook in thy noſe, and my 
bridle in thy lips, 4 will turn thee back by the 
way by which thou cameſt. Then giving Hezekiah 
a ſign, to confirm the certainty of his deliverance, 
the prophet concludes after this manner ; Therefore 
thus faith the Lord concerning the king of Aſſyria, 
He ſhall not come into this city, nor ſhoot an arrow 
, nor come before it with ſhield, nor caſt a bank 
againſt it. By the way that he came ſhall he re- 

ſhall not come into this city, faith the 
I will defend this city, to fave it, for 
ſake, and for the fake of my ſervant 


But 
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But the deliverance was quicker than the fign. For 
in that very night, the angel of the Lord went forth *, 
and ſmote in the camp of the Afyrians an hundred 
fourſcore and five thouſand, amongſt which were all 
the mighty men of valour, and the leaders and cap- 
tains in the camp of the king of Aſſyria; ſo that in 
the morning, behold they were all dead corpſes. 

Thus this haughty king, with ſhame of face, re- 
turned into his own country, and dwelt at Nineveh ; 


whither divine vengeance followed him. For not 


— in the houſe of 
Noah's ark, others, the image of an eagle) his two 
ſons, Adrammelech and Sharezer, ſmote him with the 
ſword ; and eſcaping into the land of Armenia, made 
way for Eſarhad on, another of his ſons, to aſcend 
the Aſſyrian throne. 

The occaſion of. this regi-parricide, not touched in 
the ſacred text, is in other ſtory thus delivered: 

When Sennacherib was got home, with the loſs of 
ſo great an army, he demanded of ſome about him 
what the reaſon might be, that the irreſiſtable God 
of heaven ſo favoured the Jewiſh nation. To which 
he was anſwered, that Abraham, from whom they 
deſcended, by ſacrificing to him his "ly fon, hay 
purchaſed 'his protection to his  progen hereupon 
the king replied, If that will win him, I will ſpare 
him two of my ſons, to gain him to my fide.” Which 
when his ſons Sharezer and . . heard, 
reſolved to prevent their own deaths by his. See Pri- 
deaux's introduction to hiſtory, p. 164. 

To theſe times may be referred thoſe 5 
Ifaiah, which are contained in chap. x. and in chap. 
xiv. 25. and xxx. 31. and xxxi. 8. and that of the 
prophet Micah, chap. v. 6. 

Thus the Lord faved Hezekiah, and the inhabitants 
of Jeruſalem, from the hand of Sennacherib king of 
Aſſyria o, and from all others; and both guided and 


0 A. M. 3291. P 2 Chr. 32. 
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after, as he was worſhippi 


ing | 
h his god (which ſome take to be the figure of 


274 SACRED HISTORY. Part III. 


guarded them on every fide. And ſo evident it was 
that this deliverence was wrought by the immediate 
hand of God, that many thereupon brought gifts un- 
to the Lord at Jeruſalem, and prefents alſo to king 
Hezekiah ; ſo that he was magnified in the fight of 
all nations from thenceforward. And indeed he had 
exceeding much riches and honour, ſo that he made 
himſelf treaſuries for ſilver, and for gold, and for pre- 
cious ſtones, and all manner of pleaſant jewels; an 
armory alſo for warlike weapons, and ſtore-houſes to 
receive the increaſe of corn, wine and oil; ſtalls alſo 
for all manner of greater cattle, and cotes (or folds) 
for flocks ; for he had very great poſſeſſions of flocks 
and herds, God having given him ſubſtance in abun- 
dance. 

But in the midſt of all this affluence of riches and 
honour, it pleaſed God to viſit him with a mortal 
fickneſs, and at the ſame time to ſend his et 
Ifaiah to him, to bid him ſet his houſe in order (and 
ſettle his affairs) for he ſhould die. 

When Hezekiah had received this forrowful meſ- 
ſage, he turned his face towards the wall (that out- 
ward objects might not diſtract his thoughts), and 
pouring forth his foul in prayer to the Lord, he ſaid, 
« Remember me, O Lord, I beſeech thee, how I have 
walked before thee in truth, and with a perfect heart, 
and have done that which is good in thy fight.” 

This ſhort prayer, poured forth with plenty of 
tears, proved ſo effectual with his gracious God, that 
before Ifaiah (who, as ſoon as he had delivered his 
meſſage, departed) was gone out into the middle court 
of "4 king's hooks the word of the Lord came to 
him again, ſaying, © Turn again, and tell Hezekiah, 
the captain of my people *, thus faith the Lord, the 
God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, 
I have ſeen thy tears; behold I will heal thee, fo that 
on the third day thou ſhalt go up unto the houſe of 
the Lord. Nor only fo, but I will add unto thy 


4 2 Kings xx, Ifa, xweviii. 


days 
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days fifteen years. And I will deliver thee, and this 
city, out of the hand of the king of Aſſyria (if he 
ſhould hereafter attempt any thing againſt thee, or 
it); and I will defend this city for mine own ſake, and 
for the ſake of my ſervant David.” 

This ſudden return of the prophet, with a meſſage 
ſo di contrary to the , made Hezekiah 
take the boldneſs to aſk the prophet what the fign 
ſhould be that the Lord would heal him, and that 
he ſhould go up unto the houſe of the Lord on the 
third day. To which the prophet anſwered, that 
the ſign which the Lord would give, to affure him 
that he would orm what he Fad ſpoken, ſhould 
be at his own choice, whether to have the ſhadow go 
ten degrees forward, or as many backward, on the 
ſun-dial. | 

Hezekiah, thinking it leſs marvellous for the ſha- 
dow to go down ten choſe to have the 
ſhadow return back ten degrees. the 
good prophet Iſaiah crying to the Lord to give this 
confirming ſign to the ſick king, he brought the ſha- 
dow ten degrees backward, by which it had gone 
down on the ſun-dial*, which king Ahaz had cauſed 
to be made. And. the prophet then ordering a lump 
of figs to be laid on the king's ſore, he recovered. 

As ſoon as he was recovered, he committed to writ- 
ing this memorial of his affliction and forrow, and of 
his thankful acknowledgment to the Lord for his 
recovery : 

&« I faid, in the cutting off of my days, I ſhall go 
to the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the re- 
ſidue of my years. I ſaid, I ſhall not fee the Lord, 
even the Lord in the land of the living : I ſhall be- 
hold man no more, with the inhabitants of the world. 
Mine age is departed, and is removed from me, as a 
ſhepherd's tent: I have cut off, like a weaver, my 
life. He will cut me off with pining ſickneſs: from 
day even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 


A. M. 3295. | 
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Like a crane, or a ſwallow, ſo did I chatter : I did 
mourn as a dove ; mine eyes failed with looki 


ward (which 1s 2 of liants). O 
e me. 


I am oppreſſed, ſhall I fay? 
He hath both ſpoken unto me, and himſelf hath done it. 


I ſhall go ſoftly all my years, in the bitternefs of my 
foul. O Lord, by theſe things men live, and in all 
theſe things is the life of my ſpirit : fo wilt thou re- 
cover me, and make me to live. Behold, for peace 
I had great bitterneſs ; but thou haſt, in love to my 
ſoul, delivered it from the pit of corruption; for thou 
haſt caſt all my fins behind thy back. For the grave 

praiſe thee; death cannot celebrate thee ; they 
that go down into the pit cannot hope for thy truth. 
ving, the living, he ſhall praiſe thee; as I do 
this day : the father to the children ſhall make known 
thy truth. The Lord was ready to fave me; there- 
fore we will ſing my ſongs to the ſtringed inſtru- 
ments, all the days of our life, in the houſe of the 
Lord.” 

The fame of this great miracle (of the fun's alter- 
ing his courſe *, and going backward) being ſpread 
far abroad, came to the ear of Merodach-Baladan, the 
fon of Baladan king of Babylon ; who ſent 
ambaſſadors with a preſent to king Hezekiah, both 


to congratulate his recovery (for he had heard that he 


had been fick) and to inquire more arly about 
that great wonder. And now for a further trial, that 
Hezekiah might ſee, and be made yet more ſenfible 
of, his own weakneſs, God left him to act according 
to his own affections. To that purpoſe we read, in 
2 Chron. XXIII. 31. 

He, thus left to the conduct of his own diſcretion, 
thought he could not entertain the Babyloniſh ambaſ- 
ſadors more honourably, or with greater demonſtra- 
kindneſs and reſpect to their maſter, 
than by ſhewing them the glory and ftrength of his 
houſe and kingdom. Wherefore leading them to the 


2 Kings xx. Iaiah xxxix, 


ſtore- 
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ſtore-houſes of his moſt precious » he ſhewed 
them the filver, the gold, RO 


2 ointments ; his armory alſo, and all his 
ures; there was nothing remarkable in his houſe 
or in all his dominion, that he ſhewed them not. 


When he had done thus, the Iſaiah 
to him, and aſked him whence 


* 


they ſeen in thy bouſe? « Truly 
replied the king, that was to be ſeen in my houſe, 
ſeen; for there 1 


of the Lord,” faid the prophet, © Behold, the 
ſhall come, that all that is thine houſe, and that 
which thy fathers have laid up in ſtore unto this day, 
ſhall be carried into Babylon; no thereof ſhall 
A. faith the Lord And of th which thou 


ſhall be peac in * 
which is hinted at, in 2 Chron. — EF: . 4 we 
read, that Hezekiah humbled himſelf for the pride of 
his heart, &c. pen _ Led had ſome oftentation 
or vain- in ſhewing his ures. 
| S And as he was, 
the only man in hiſtory, that had a leaſe of 
ba! 2. ſo this buſineſs of his too much openneſs to 
the Babylonian ambaſſadors, happening about the 
beginning, of thoſe fifteen years which the Lord had 
granted him, it is not to be doubted but that he did 
many things in the remaining part of that term, for 
the honour of God, and the good of his people, more 
than are recorded in the books which we have. But 


4 the 
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the unhappy loſs of that book of the Chronicles of 
the kings of Judah (to which we are here referred for 
a further account of his acts) having deprived us of 
the memoirs of the latter part of his hfe, we muſt 
cloſe his ſtory with this ſhort account : that he made 
a pool, and a conduit, and brought water into the 
city. And that when the term affigned him was ex- 
pired, he ſlept with his fathers, and was buried in 
the chiefeſt of the ſepulchres of the ſons of David; 
and that all Judah, and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, 
did him honour at his death. 

We read of two great miniſters of ſtate under this 
king Hezekiah, Eliakim and Shebna®; who were 
ſent forth to receive the king of Aſſyria's meſſage by 
Rabſhakeh, and afterwards to conſult the 1 
Ifaiah about it, 2 Kings xvii. 17, 18. chap. 
xix. 2. The former of theſe was doubtleſs a very 
good man, but the later was ſtark naught. So that 
the prophet Ifaiah was fent by the not only to 
reprove him, but to denounce fore judgments ”_ 
him. The prophet, therefore, in the name of the 
Lord, told him, that he would not only throw him 
out of his offices (the places of honour and profit he had 
got) and place Eliakim in them; but he would carry 
him away alſo into captivity, and would violently 
turn and toſs him, like a bull, into a 1 country, 
where he ſhould die. And he would give his office 
to Eliakim (whom he, it ſeems, had ſupplanted, and 
had en from him the office of treaſurer) and 
would make Eliakim a father to the inhabitants of 
Jeruſalem, and to the houſe of Judah. 

Unlike to Hezekiah was his ſon and ſucceſſor 
Manaſſeh; who at twelve years old came to the crown“, 
and reigned (firſt and laſt) five- and- fifty years in Je- 
ruſalem. For he did that which was evil in the ſight 
of the Lord, like unto the abominations of the hea- 
then, whom the Lord had caſt out before the child- 
ren of Iſrael. He built again the high- places, which 


* Haiah xxii, 2 Kings xxi. 2 Chron. xxxiii. A. M. 3310. 
t.is 
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his father Hezekiah had broken down; and he reared 
up altars for Baalim, and made groves (as Ahab king 
of Iſrael had done), and worſhipped all the hoſt of 
heaven, and ferved them; and built altars, not only 
in the two courts of the houſe of the Lord, but in 
the houſe of the Lord alſo. 

And he fet a carved image (an idol of his own 
making) in the houſe of God. He alfo cauſed his 
children to paſs through the fire, in the valley of the 
ſon. of Hinnom. he obſerved times, and uſed 
enchantments, and practiſed witchcraft, and dealt with 
familiar ſpirits, and with wizards. And beſides all 
this, he ſhed innocent blood in fuch abundance, that 
he is faid to have filled Jeruſalem therewith, from one 
end to the other. 

Among the reſt that helped to make up that purple 
ſtream, it is more than le the innocent blood 
of that right noble, and truly evangelical prophet 
Iſaiah, was fpilt. For though the holy text gives no 
account of his death, yet eccleſiaſtical writers deliver, 
that under this king Manaſſeh he was in his extreme 
age, after he had lived more than an hundred years, 
and propheſied more than ſixty of them, moſt bar- 
barouſly martyred by being ſawed in two. To which, 
not improbably, the author to the Hebrews might 
refer, when he ſaid, They were ſawed aſunder, 
Heb. xi. 37. | 

So far did this Manaſſeh, by theſe his horrible im- 
pieties provoke the Lord to anger, that the Lord 
ſent his prophet to him, with this meſſage ; © Be- 
cauſe Manaſſeh king of Judah hath done theſe abo- 
minations, and hath done wickedly, above all that 
the Amorites did which were before ham, and hath 
made Judah alſo to fin with his idols : therefore thus 
taith the Lord God of Iirae}, I am about to bring 
tuch calamities upon Jeruſalem and Judah, that who- 
ſoever ſhall hear of it, both his ears {ſhall tingle. For 
I will ftretch over Jeruſalem the line of Samaria (tuat 
is, deliver her up to captivity, as I did Samaria) and 
the plummet of the houſe of Ahab (which was a total 
14 UTLLUCUOU), 
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deſtruction). And I will wipe Jeruſalem, as a man 
wipeth a diſh, turning it upſide down. And I will 
forfake the remnant of mine inheritance, and dehver 
them into the hand of their enemies; and they ſhall 
become a prey and a ſpoil to all their enemies.“ 

Theſe dreadful denunciations of judgment not 
working the deſired effect, becauſe both king and 
people turned the deaf ear, the Lord let | the 
Aſfyrian upon them: nay, it is faid, he brought upon 
them the captains of the hoſt of Aſſyria; and they taking 
Manaſſeh among the thorns (where, guilty man, 
he thought to hide himſelf) bound him with fetters, 
and carried him to Babylon. 

Being now in Babylon, a captive, and in fetters, he 
had time to conſider what he had done, and whom 
he had ſo audaciouſly ſinned againſt. And now, bow- 
ed by affliction, he beſought the Lord his God; and 
humbling himſelf greatly before the God of his fa- 
thers, he prayed unto him. And the Lord was in- 
treated of him, and brought him again to Jeruſalem, 
and reſtored him to his kingdom; and then Manaſſeh 
acknowledged that the Lord was God. 

He who defires to read the prayer of Manaſſch, 
which he made when he was bound in Babylon *, 
may find that which bears his name in the Apocry- 
pha, between the ſtory of Bel and the Dragon, and the 
firſt book of the Maccabees. But in that which is 
called the Biſhop's bible, it is placed (I know not 
why) between the ſecond book of Chronicles, and the 
book of Ezra. 

To manifeſt the ſincerity of his repentance by deeds, 
as well as by words, Manaſſeh, after his return from his 
Babyloniſh captivity, took away the ſtrange gods, and 
the 1dol out of the houſe of the Lord, together with 
all the altars which he had built in the mount of the 
houſe of the Lord, and in Jerufalem, and caft them 
out of the city. And then repairing the altar of the 
Lord, facrificed thereon burnt-offerings, and thank- 


* 2 Kings Xi. 2 Chron. xxxiii, 
offerings, 
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oe and commanded Judah to ſerve the Lord 

God of Iſrael. Nevertheleſs the people did facrifice 

ſtill in the high-places, yet unto the Lord their God 
only; fo that they did not now ſacrifice directly to 
idols, but to God, in the 1dols places. 

And as he made this reformation in religion, ſa 
for the greater ſecurity of his kingdom, he not only 
rs all the fenced cities of Judah, 

t built a wall (or perhaps carried on rather, and 
finiſhed, or repaired, that out-wall which his father 
Hezekiah had begun, 2 Chron. xxxii. 5.) without the 
city of David, on the weſt - ſide of Ghion, in the valley, 
even to the entering in at the fiſn- gate; and compaſ- 
ſed the tower (called Ophel) about, having raiſed it up 
to a very great height. 

But having fallen fo foully as he had done, 
he was reſtored in a good degree, yet I obſerve, that 
when he died, he was not buried (as his father was, 
and as the good kings were) in the royal ſepulchres ; 
but he was buried in the garden of his own houſe, 
called the garden of Uzzah. | 

His fon Amon, who ſucceeded him, had great ad- 
van over his father Manaſſeh, to have done well. 
For though Manaſſeh ſprang from an excellent fa- 
ther, whoſe example was enough to inſtruct a ſon, 
yet he being but a child when his father died (of 
but twelve years of age when he came to the crown) 
was the more liable to be corrupted, and miſled. 
Whereas Amon was two-and-twenty years old when 
he began to reign, and had his father's miſery for a 
warning to him. The iron fetters, which his father 
wore in Babylon, might have deterred him (one 
would think) from running that courſe which had 
brought his father to them, but they did not. For he 
did evil in the fight of the Lord, as his father Manaſ- 
ſch had done; and forſaking the Lord God of his 
fathers, he walked not in the way of the Lord, but 
following his father's ſteps, ſerved the idols that his 
father ſerved, and worſhipped them, ſacrificing unto 

all the carved images which his father had * 
| us 
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Thus he followed the worſt part of his father's life, 
but not the beſt ; for he did not humble himſelf be- 
fore the Lord, as Manaſſeh his father had humbled 
himſelf ; but he treſpaſſed more and more. Where- 
fore the Lord ſuffered his ſervants to conſpire againſt 
him, and they flew him in his own houſe, after he had 
reigned two years. 

His death, as bad as he was, was revenged his 
murderers. —_— land flew all them 
that had conſpired againſt him, and then took his fon 
Jofiah, a child of cight years old, and made him king 
in his father's ſtead. 

This was that king, who was propheſied of by name 
above three hundred years before he was born, 1 Kings 
xiii. 2. Him therefore the Lord having eſpecial re- 
gard unto, ſo ſeaſoned with divine graces in his 
childhood, that while he was yet young, he began to 
ſeek after the God of David his father, and did that 
which was right in the fight of the Lord, walking in. 
all the good ways of David”, without declining to the 
right hand or to the left. 

In the twelfth year of his reign (which was the twen- 
tieth of his age) he the reformation in Judah, 
commanding Hilkiah high-prieſt, with others of 
the prieſts and door-keepers, to bring forth out of the 
temple of the Lord all the veſſels that had been 
made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all the 
hoſt of heaven; which he burnt without Jeruſalem, 
in the fields of Kidron, and carried the aſhes of them 
unto Bethel (a city in the tribe of Benjamin, which 
upon the diviſion of the kingdom belonged to Iſrael, 
but was afterwards taken from Jeroboam the ſecond, 
by Abyah king of Judah, 2 Chron. xii. 19). And 
becauſe that had been a chief place of idolatry, where 
Jeroboam the fon of Nebat had ſet up one of his calf 
idols, Joſiah ſent the aſhes of theſe idolatrous things 
thither, to expreſs his contempt of that place. 


Y 2 Kings xxii. 2 Chron. xxxiv, A. M. 3367. 


Part III. SARCED HISTORY. 283 
The idolatrous prieſts, which the Kings of Judah 
had ordained to burn incenſe in the high-places, in 
the cities of Judah, and in the parts ond thous Je- 
ruſalem, he put down; with them alſo that burnt in- 
cenfe unto Baal, to the fun, and to the moon, to the 
anets, and all the hoſt of heaven. Which pri 
remellius and Junius called Atratos, black-coats, be- 
cauſe they were pullis veſtibus indutos, ex ſuperſtitigſo 
ritu; that is, cloathed with black ＋ out of a ſu- 
per, rite. Annot. on 2 Kings xx. The Bi- 
ſhop's Bible calls them Chemarims, both „ and in 
Hoſea x. 5. and in the m inal note give this as 
the reaſon of their being ſo called, that they did wear 
black apparel. 2 

The good king going on with his reformation, not 
only brought forth the grove (which ſome take to be 
an idol, having the reſemblance of a grove carved 
upon it) from the houſe of the Lord, unto the brook 
Kidron, without Jeruſalem; and burning it there, 
ſtamped it to ſmall , and caſt the powder there- 
of upon the graves of them that had ſacrificed there- 
unto; but brake down alſo the houſes of the Sodomites, 
that were by „ ito where the wo- 
men wove _—__ 

He took away K >- the kings of Judah 
had given 8228 and burned the chariots of the 
ſun with fire. 

The altars alſo, that were on the top of the upper 
chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had 
made for the worſhip of the hoſt of heaven (Curved 
by the Jeremiah, chap. xix. 13. and Z 
niah, chap. i. 5.) and the altars which Manaſſeh had 
made in 8 of the houſe of the Lord, 
did the king beat down; and breaking them into 
pieces, caſt the duſt of them into the brook Kidron. 

The high- places, which were before Jeruſalem, on 
the right hand of that noted mount, which, from 
the fruit it bore, was uſually called the mount of 
olives; but from the many filthy idols that were ſet 
up in it, is here, in contempt, called the mount of 

corruption, 
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corruption, (which high-places king Solomon had 
the 


ore built for Afhteroth, the abomination of 
idonians, and for Chemoſh, the abomination of 
the Moabites, and for Milcom, the ination of 
the Ammonites) theſe did the king . 
breaking in pieces the images of all forts, 
down the groves, he filled their places with 

of men. Topheth alſo, which is in the valley of the 
children of Hinnom, he defiled, that no 
thenceforth make his or daughter paſs 
the fire to Moloch. All which particulars 


cities of Judah, he defiled the high- 
E had burnt incenſe, and 
publick and private, from one fide of Judah to 

But when he was come to Bethel, where Nebat's 
had ſet up his golden calf, he brake down both 
altar and the high-place, and ſtamped them to 
wder, and burned the grove. And as he turned 
about, eſpying the ſepulchres that were there 
in the mount, he ſent and took the bones out of them, 
and burning them upon the altar, polluted it, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lord, which the man of 
| God had proclaimed againſt it more than three hun- 
dred years before. 
Then obſerving an inſcription a tomb, he 
aſked, © What title is that which 1 ſee?” And the 
men of the city telling him it was the ſepulchre of 
the man of God who came from Judah, and pro- 
claimed againſt the altar of Bethel the things which 


2 Kings xxiii, 2 Chron, xxxiv. 


he 
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he had now done to it: O let him alone, faid the 
111 So they let his 
reſt, with the bones of the old prophet, chat 
him to his deſtruction (and who was bu- 
e grave with him, 1 Kings xiii. 31.) 
to have come out of Samari 
but 


3 at Bechel only ; but in all the 
„ of Ifrael, whereof Samaria 
way then ſubject to the kings of 


all the houſes of the high- 
places, which the kings of 


Iſrael had made to 
the Lord to anger, and did to them as he had done 


at Bethel. 
thoſe of them that were of the 
defiled themſelves with — 


ſet up) he ſacrificed them on 
their bones upon them. 
But though the king himſelf was thus zealouſſy 
fected for carrying on the work of reformation, 
the ity of the people ſeem to have come bur 
unwillingly to it“. So that he was fain to uſe his 
kingly authority, to reſtrain them from idolatry. 
And the pro Jeremiah, who entered upon his 
prophetic function much about this time (viz. in the 
thirteenth year of this king, Jer. i. 2.) complained 
much of them, in his ii, iii, and ivth chapters. 
The king's next care was for repairing the temple. 
Wherefore being returned from his viſitation- 
to Jeruſalem, in the eighteenth year of his reign, he 


« Jeremiah. 


, ſent 
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ſent his chancellor 8 with Maaſiah the gover- 

nor of the city, and Joah the recorder, to Hilkiah the 

prieſt, with order to caſt u the money that had 

ght into the houſe of the Lord by the of- 

fins of th = „ and to deliver it to the ſur- 
the w 


that might pay it to the 
for materials * + & 


in re- 
. 

rens Hilkiah 
the la n by Moſes (ſuppoſed 


Sd © or draught, 
own hand) which he gave to 


it, was in Jehoſhaphar's 
than two hundred years before ; but the 
great ſervice. For when Sha- 
g. and read in it before him, 
judgments were therein 
that ſhould break the laws 
therein contained, and conſidering how ſhort his an- 
ceſtors and his people had been of keeping them, com- 
manded Hilkiah the prieſt, with divers of the king's 

incipal ſervants, to go and inquire of the Lord for 
m, and for them that were left in Iſrael and Judah, 
ing the words of that book : fearing the wrath 
out upon them, becauſe their 

ept the word of the Lord, to do af- 
ter all that was written in that book. 

Hilkiah thereupon, and the reſt whom the king had 
appointed to go with him, went to Huldah the pro- 
the wife of Shallum, 1. the wardrobe, 
who dwelt in the college in ] 

This affords an obſervation not 1 to be conſi- 
dered, namely, That theſe great miniſters, and the 
high-prieſt binſclf ſhould chuſe to go, on ſo folemn 
an occaſion, and portant a buſineſs, and that 


and on f in 


too from the king, to learn the mind of the Lord 
d Kings xxii. 2 Chron. xviii. 


from 
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from a woman, a propheteſs: when, beſides what 
other prophets there might then be (for Zephaniah 
propheſied in the days of this king ©, and there are 
prophets mentioned, with the prieſts and the people, 
when the book of the On O06 2 Kings 
xxiii. 2.) that eminent = RR Jeremiah 
(who by his time had 
ric office between four and five — bring but at 
Anathoth, about three miles from jeruſalem, muſt 
needs be well known, and converſant there. Yet fo 
it was, that to a woman they went, to inquire of the 
Lord for both king and people. 

And havin 2 ed their bulineſs to her, they re- 
ceived from 

« Thus faith the Lord d God of Iſrael, Tell ye the 
man that ſent you to me (to wit, the king of Judah) 
Thus faith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil up- 
on this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof ; 
even all curſes which they have read in the book 
before the king of Judah. Becauſe they have forſaken 
me, and — burned incenſe unto other that 
they might provoke me to anger by all the works 
of their hands; therefore my wrath ſhall be 
out upon this place, and ſhall not be quenched.” 

«« But as for the king of 8 who ſent you to 
inquire of the Lord, ſo ſhall ye ſay unto him: Thus 
faith the Lord God of Iſrael, concerning the words 
which thou haſt read *, becauſe thy heart was tender, 
and thou didſt humble thyſelf before God, when thou 
heardſt his words againſt this place, and againſt the 
inhabitants thereof; and in R of thy humbling 
chyſelf, didſt rend thy clothes, and weep before me; 
I have even heard thee alſo, faith the Lord: Behold, 
1 thee to thy fathers, and thou ſhalt be 

y grave in peace ; neither ſhall thine 

eyes ſee all the evil that I will bring upon this place, 
and upon the inhabitants thereof.” 


© Tephan. i. 1. 4 2 Chron, XXXir. 
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akim, another of Joſiah's ſons, to be king in his 


is name to Jechoiakim ; laid an 
eaſy tri of an hundred talents of fil- 
ver, and 
pounds 1 

brobable | prophet Jen iah had reſpect 

it is > ö to, 
when in his mournful complaint he faid of Jeruſalem, 
« She that was among the nations, and prin- 
ceſs among the provinces, how is ſhe become tribu- 
tary! Lamen. 1. 1. 


1 


f 
} 
| 
| 
; 


2 4.2: 
nf 


him with him to 

as the prophet Jeremiah had 

— * 12. —_— 
PSO not Weep tor 

which he is ſuppoſed to mean king Joſh) 

im (for his own fake) but weep fore 

„ for he ſhall return no more, 


« For, faid he, thus faith 
(which was the right 


) 
reigned inftead of 
forth out of this 
hither any more.” 
About this time it 


concerning his time. 


The 
Manaffeh. The anno- 
ſet him before Manaſſech, 
jah. Jerom alſo places 
him Hezekiah, about the time that Senache- 
rib beſieged Jeruſalem, after the ten tribes were gone 
into captivity. But Tremellius and Junius refer 


* Nahum. 


him 
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ing by his brother's puniſhment, he alſo did evil i 
fight of the Lord, as his brother 


his admonition, 
lives, and walk in his law, then would 
he make that houſe like Shiloh (which, though the 
ark of the Lord had abode there more than three 


enraged the prieſts and falſe pro- 
phets (of which there were more than a good many) 
that, ſetting the people on, they ſeized on Jeremiah“, 
and told him that for his thus propheſying deſtruc- 


> A. M. 3398. " 2" 2 Chron. xxovi. 
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from God, as now 
r Tt may be (added he) 
on before the Lord, 


go 1 
ſomewhat uncertain. The Bible-note ſays, he was 
b through the malice of the prieſts.” 
| were maliciows — 
not appe 


to have done 


i ver. 26. which Je- 

remiah could not have been, if he had been in 
three ways his 
ſhur up, and leave us to take which of the three 
hike beſt. The rt is, that the king had for- 
bidden him to go into the temple to ſpeak to the 
_ the prophers of Gol did not uſe to ob- 
prohibitions their prophetic miniſtry. 

is, that the chief pri 


God, to provide for the ſafety of his 
nd to puniſh . the people, would not let 

im go amon this, of the three, ſeems the 
more likely; and fo, his being ſhut up, was by a 
in himſelf, a reftraint in his ſpirit or mind. 
owever, according to Jeremiah's direction, when 

the fall. day was come, Baruch went and read in the 
book the words of the Lord, in the houſe of the Lord, 
to all the people of Jeruſalem and thoſe that came 
from the cities of udah thither. Which when Mi- 


ſecretary's office in the king's houſe, where all the 


princes 
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The judgment here denounced was quickly exe- 
cuted. For in the ſame year Nebuchadnezzar kin 
of Babylon came uPs and beſieged Jerufalem ; — 
— not able or not daring to defend it, 

uickly yielded. And by that time he had reigned 

months and ten days at the moſt, he went "out, 
with his mother, his princes, his ſervants, and his of- 
ficers, to the king of Babylon, who carried them all 
away to Babylon, with the mighty men of valour, to 
the number of ten thouſand in all. Amongſt whom 
was Mordecai, couſin and guardian to Queen Eſther, 
Eſth. ii. 5, 6, 7. And with them he took alſo all the 
treaſures of the houſe of the Lord, and of the king's 
houſe, that he could find ; and the chief of the handi- 
craftſmen, as ſmiths and carpenters, &c. leaving the 
pooreſt ſort of the people behind. 

In the room of this Jeconiah, Nebuchadnezzar ſet 
up Mattaniah his uncle, third fon of king Joſiah, 
whoſe name he changed to Zedekiah ; and he is ſaid to 
have reigned eleven years. 

But he alſo, though he had ſeen the ruin of his 
two brothers Jehoahaz, or Shallum, and of Jehoiakim, 
or Eliakim, and of his couſin Jeconiah, or Jehoia- 
chin*, took not warning by their miſeries; but did 
evil in the ſight of the =. as they had done, and 
did not humble himſelf before Jeremiah the prophet, 
though he ſpake to him from the mouth of the 
Lord, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 12. 

The Lord thereupon ſhewed the prophet, in viſion, 
the ſtate both of them that were gone into captivity, 
and of them that yet remained. This was repreſented 
to him by two baſkets of figs; the one, comparatively 
at leaſt, very good, and the other ſtark naught. 
The good figs were an emblem of that part of Ju- 
dah which was lately carried away captive to Babylon, 
whom the Lord ſaid he had ſent into the land of 
the Chaldeans for their good, and promiſed that he 


A. M. 3409. 
Vol. II. 7 —_ would 
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to Nebuchadnezzar, king of lon, his ſervant ; 
and to warn them, that they ſhould not hearken to 
their diviners, dreamers, enchanters, ſor- 
cerers, who perſuaded them otherwiſe, but ſhould fub- 
mit to him at their perils. 
But to Zedekiah king of Judah the went 
himſelf, and ſaid, Bring your necks, thou 
and thy people, under the yoke of the king of Ba- 
bylon, and him and his people, and hve: for 
why will ye die by the ſword, by the famine, and by 


Jer, xxiv, fer. xXxvii. 


the 
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the peſtilence, as the Lord hath ſpoken againſt the 
vill no that will not ſerve the Babylon?“ that 
Willi not 


ing cautioned the * 


bid them put their 
they —— hnderk, 
Lord with them, as 
make interceſſion to the 
e 
the king's houſe, go not 
— * that they ſhould, he 
to i 

This ſo nettled the falſe prophets, that 
whoſe name was Ir ſoon after ſet upon Jere- 
Eu before both pri 


3 


Nebuchadnezzar king 
carried them to Baby 


will break the = ing of b Babylon ” 
The prophet Jeremiah heard all this. And bein 


willing to ſhew his good affection to his people 


* Jer. Xxxviii. 
X 2 country, 
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country, only ſaid, © Amen,” I wiſh it might be fo, and 
that the Lord would perform what thou haſt ſpoken, 
but the iſſue will prove which of us is in the right. 
This ſoft anſwer emboldened Hananiah to go 
further. Wherefore ing to Jeremiah, he took 
from off his neck the yoke, which, for a ſign of the 
captivity, the Lord had commanded him to wear, 
and brake it in the preſence of the people; ſaying 
withal, in confirmation of his former prediction, 
« Thus faith the Lord, Even fo will I the yoke 
of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, from off the 
neck of all nations, within the ſpace of two full 


The prophet Jeremiah (whoſe tongue was not, as 
the others was, his own, to ſpeak when and 
what he pleaſed) made him no anfwer at that time, 
but went his way. And now, no doubt, Hananiah 
the falſe prophet was cried up among the people, 
as having foiled Jeremiah, and got the day. But 
the Lord would not fuffer Hananiah, who had offered 
_ indignity to himſelf and his prophet, to go off 


Wherefore the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah 
the prophet (after that Hananiah had broken the yoke 
from off his neck) bidding him go and tell Hananiah: 
“ Thus faith the Lord, Thou haft broken the yokes 
of wood ; but thou ſhalt make for them yokes of iron. 
For thus faith the Lord of hoſts, the God of Ifrael, I 
have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all theſe na- 
tions, that they may ſerve Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, and they ſhall ſerve him; and I have given 
him the beaſts of the field alfo.” 

Having thus contradicted Hananiah's falſe prophe- 
cy, he went on and ſaid, Hear now, Hananiah, 
the Lord hath not ſent thee, but thou makeſt this 
ple to truſt in a lie. Therefore, thus faith the 
„ Behold I will caſt thee from off the face of 
the earth; and this year thou ſhalt die, becauſe thou 


haſt taught rebellion againſt the Lord,” And — 
e Lor 
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ET 5 er Rs died the 


year. | 

Some time after Jeconiah, with the queen his 
mother, and the princes of Judah, was carried captive 
to Babylon, Zedekiah his uncle (whom Nebuchad- 
nezzar had made king in his ſtead) ſent ambaſſadors 
it ſeems (upon ſome occaſion, perhaps to pay his tri- 
bute) to Nebuchadnezzar at Babylon. By theſe the 
Jeremiah ſent a letter, directed to the reſi- 
due of the elders which were carried away captive, 
and to the prieſts and the „and to all the 
whom Nebuchadnezzar carried away cap- 
tive from Jeruſalem to Babylon. 

The tenor of this letter was, to let them know 
from the Lord, and in his name, that their preſent 
captivity was by God's appointment, who had cauſed 
them to be carried away from Jeruſalem to Babylon ; 
and that it ſhould be a long captivity, of ſeventy 
years continuance : that therefore they ſhould not 
. ſuffer themſelves to be deceived by their falſe prophets 
and dreamers that were among them (who would per- 
ſuade them, they ſhould quickly return to their own 
again) ; but that they ſhould ſettle contentedly, 


land 
(in ſubmiſſion to the will of God) in the places where 
they were put (which is ſet forth by building, plant- 
ing, and marrying for propagation and increaſe) and 
ſhould ſeek the peace of the city (where city is, by 
ſynecdoche, put for the nation) whither the Lord 


had cauſed them to be carried, and pray unto the 
Lord for it, becauſe in the peace thereof they ſhould 
have peace, 

Then for their enco t, he gives them a 
comforting promiſe from the Lord, that when the 
ſeventy years ſhould be expired, he would viſit them 
in good will, and. would bring them back again into 
their own land ; and would afterwards be gracious to 
them, and anfwer them when they ſhould call upon 
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upon as a moving of ſedition, a raiſing of rebellion, 
A difturing of the peace of the tabylenilh go 
vernment. But the true cauſe of the Lord's diſplea- 
fure was, becauſe they had done villainy in lirael, 
committed adultery with their neighbours 
wives, and ſpoken lying words in the name of the 
Lord ; words which he not commanded them. 


written to them in Babylon that this ivity would 
be long, and that therefore they ſhould build, plant, 
ond ons there ; he repreſented Jeremiah as a mad- 
man, a prophet of his own making; and therefore 
would have prieſt Zephaniah put him into priſon, 
and in the ſtocks there. 

Zephaniah, having received this letter from She- 
maiah, read it to Jeremiah. Whereupon the word 
of the Lord came to Jeremiah, requiring him to fend 
again unto all them of the captivity, and to ſay unto 
them, in the name of the Lord, —_ 


— neither ſhall he behold the good 
do for my people, faith the Lord, FEST. 
taught rebellion me. 
The good prophet, having thus diſcharged his duty 
to thoſe that were gone into captivity, return- 
ed to warn them that remained behind; that they, 
by turning from their evil ways, and returning to the 
Lord, might have prevented their own captivity and 
X 4 ruin. 
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ruin. And the better to furniſh him with freſh matter 
of argument to perſuade them, the Lord ſent him 
down to the potter's houſe ; where, by obſerving the 
the potter had over his clay, to make or mar 
is work at his pleaſure, he might thence take occa- 
fion to inculcate to the the uncontroulable 
wer which the Lord had over them. Which when 
had done, they deſperately anſwered, We will 
walk after our own devices, and we will every one do 
the imagination of his evil heart *.” The Lord there- 
upon threatening them by his prophet, to ſcatter 
them, as with an eaſt- wind, before their enemies, and 
make their land deſolate; they flattered themſelves, 
that becauſe they had the law amang them, and the 
prieſts and their own on their ſide, they were 
out of danger of the miſchiefs threatened. *<© For the 
law (ſaid they) ſhall not periſh from the prieſt, nor 
counſel from the wiſe, nor the word from the pro- 
phet. And therefore concluding Jeremiah was wrong, 
they combined againſt him, and ſaid, Come, let us 
deviſe devices againſt Jeremiah, and let us ſmite him 
with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any 
of his words,” | 
This moved the afflicted prophet to pour forth his 
complaint unto the Lord againſt them. And the Lord 
thereupon bid him get him a potter's earthen bottle *, 
and taking with him ſome of the moſt ancient both 
of the people and of the priefts, go forth to the val- 
ley of the fon of Hinnom (called Tophet) and there 
proclaim the words that he ſhould tell him (which 
were dreadful threatenings of extreme calamities, ex- 
fed in Jer. xix. from verſe 3. to 14.) and then 
-ak the bottle before them, as a type of the break- 
ing of that people to pieces. All which the prophet 
performed; and then coming back from Tophet, he 
rook up his ſtanding in the court of the Lord's houſe, 
and faid to all the people: 


. ® Jer, xvili. 2 Jer, xix. 


© Thus 
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Thus faith the Lord of hoſts, the God of Iſrael, 
Behold I will bring upon this city, and upon all her 
towns, all the evil that I have pronounced againſt it; 
becauſe they have hardened their necks that they 
might not hear my word.” 

Paſhur, ſon of Immer the prieſt, being at that time 
a chief governor in the houſe of the Lord, when he 
heard Jeremiah propheſy theſe things, not only ſtruck 
him, but put him in the ſtocks that were in the high- 
gate of Benjamin by the houſe of the Lord, and 
kept him in the ſtocks all night ; but on the morrow 
he took him out again. Then faid Jeremiah to him, 
The Lord hath not called thy name Paſhur *, which 
ſignifies increaſing liberty (for he had taken liberty 
from the prophet); but Magor-miſſabib, that is, 
Fear round about. For thus faith the Lord, Behold, 
J will make thee a terror to thyſelf, and to all thy 
friends, and they ſhall fall by the ſword of their ene- 
mies, and thine eyes ſhall behold it. And I will 
give all Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, 
and he ſhall carry them captive into Babylon, and 
ſhall ſlay many of them with the fword. And thou, 
Paſhur, and all that dwell in thine houſe, ſhall go 
into captivity, and thou ſhalt come to Babylon, and 
there thou ſhalt die, and ſhalt be buried there, thou 
and thy friends, to whom thou haſt propheſied hes.” 

Now becauſe the exerciſe which Jeremiah had with 
this perverſe people, as well thoſe of them that were 
gone to Babylon, as thoſe that remained in Jeruſalem 
(of which he mournfully complains in the reſt of this 
20th chapter) was very great, the Lord raiſed him 
up a fellow-labourer, who, by taking part of the 
work, might make his burden ſomewhat the lighter ; 
and by propheſying the ſame thing, might confirm 
his prophecies among the people, and therein be a 
comfort unto him. 

This was Ezekiel the prieſt, who, having been car- 
ried to Babylon among the captives, when king Je- 


. Þ Jer. xx. 


hoiachin 
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hoiachin (alias Jeconiah) was carried away, was, in 
the fifth year of that king's and his v1 
called to the office of a prophet, and 
viſions of God. And having been, by the 
diſcoveries of the Lord unto him, 
ſtrengthened, inſtructed, and fitted for the ſervice (of 
which he gives an account in his three firſt chapters 
he was commanded to take a tile (or plank) and 
pourtrayed upon it the city Jeruſalem, to lay ſiege 
it, and build a fort | it, caſt up a mount 
againſt it, and ſet a camp againſt it, and plant bat- 
tering rams againſt it, round about, all in portrai- 
ture ; and then to take an iron pan, and ſet it for an 
iron wall between him and the city. 

By theſe, and by certain other 
as by lying a certain time on his 


tain time on his right-ſide, and uncovering his arm ; 
4 making filthy bread, of mixed and unuſual grain; 
and by ces th bread by weight, and drinking his 
water by meaſure, the exhibited unto his 
le a plain type of the fiege that ſhould ſhortly be 
Pd againſt jest Jeruſalem, the force and ſt of the 
batteries, and the manifold hardſhips and miſeries 
which the ſhould thereby ——_ All 
which he deſcribes in his fourth 

And in his fifth chapter, by 
ing his head and beard*, 
burning a third t of it with fire, cutting 
third part with a , ſcattering another third part in 
the wind, beet od a ſmall part in the ſkirt of his 
t, and then Site frac of thes ſmall part al- 

into the fire, he ſet before his people the deſtruc- 
tion and diſperſion of the reſidue of the Jews, after 
Jeruſalem ſhould be taken. 

The next year (which was the fixth of that capti- 
veg ) as "A, prophet Ezekiel was fitting in his houſe, 
among the captives of Babylon, having the elders of 
Judah (then captives there) before him; the hand 


« Eezek, ii. iii. Chap. viii. t Chap. iv. 5. 
IE (chat 
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that is, the power) of the Lord fell upon him; 
— lifing him up between the earth and 
heaven, t him in a viſion to Jeruſalem ; where 
ing him from place to place, ſhewed 


him the abominations, as private as publick, of 
the men of Judah and Jeruſalem. 

And having throu he ſhewed him, 

ir deſtroying 

that ſhould be 

preſervation of 

by the viſion of 


hand, going before 

mark upon the 

you Which, 

with other like viſions tending forth the fin 
1 „and his being brough 


and — ar 8 oth, 4 13 
Very very parti is this prophet, 
in frat: down the es of dis vides: end hes 
ſometimes not a year only, or a month, but to a ve- 
day. 
This firſt viſion he dates on the fifth day of the 
fourth month in the thirtieth year, which was the 
fifth year of Jehoiachin's captivity ; but from whence 
not expreſs. Ir 1s ty generally to be 
from the time 1 bock of the law was found, 
2 Chron. xxxiv. 15. which was in the eighteenth 
year of the reign of Joſiah, who rei four- 
teen years after. Which fourteen years, with the 
eleven years of Jehoiachim, and five years of Je- 
hoiachin's captivity, make up the thirty years. 
Thus did the Lord, by theſe two eminent pro- 
, viſit his people with warning after warning, and 
th by very ſignificant types, and direct and poſitive 
ophecies, endeavoured to reclaim them. But at 
— 2 after very many warnings and threatenings 
given 


2 
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given and di ted, the Lord brought upon king Ze- 
dekiah 5 2 people the — oo ſo ag ns. 
told ; _ 38 himſelf was inſtrumental to 
haſten. For he rebelling againſt Nebuchadnezzar, 
who had made him king, Nebuchadnezzar came up 
with all his army againſt Jeruſalem, and itching 
againſt it, built forts it round about. 1 
This fiege was laid on the tenth day of the tenth 
month, in the ninth year of Zedekiah's reign *; and 
was ſhewed by the Lord to Ezekiel in Chaldea, at a 
ery ſelf ſame day. 


Kh, + 


* 4 Thus faith — — A 
Behold, I will give this city into the hand of 
king of Babylon, and he ſhall burn it wi 1 
thou ſhalt not eſcape out of his hand, but ſhalt ſurely 
be taken, and be delivered into his hand ; 


and 
malt ſee the king of Babylon, and he ſhall ſpeak with 
thee face to face, and thou ſhalt go to — 


not die by the ſword, but ſhould die a natural death; 

and that he ſhould be lamented, and his funeral per- 

famed with burning of odours, in like manner as had 
been done for the kings, his predeceſſors. 

After the et had delivered this meſſage to 

„ he with his people, thinking to atone 

for Se fins by ſome ſhew of reformation, agreed 


king Zedeki 
together, to proclaim liberty to the Hebrew ſervants 
of either ſex. Accordingly, both king, princes, and 


5 Jer. Bi. d 2 Kings xxv. i Ezek. xxiv. * Jer, xxxiv. 
chief 
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chief of the people entered into a covenant before the 
Lord, that none ſhould ſerve himſelf of his brother a 
Jew; but that 1 2 ſhould let his man- ſervant, 
and maid-ſervant, being an Hebrew, or Hebreweſs, 
go free (at the end of fix years ſervice, according as 
the law directed, Exod. xxi. 2. Deut. xv. 12). And 
this covenant, it ſeems, they ratified by the antient 
and folemn ceremony of dividing a calf (or heifer 

into two parts, and paſſing between the parts; which 
im a fort of imprecation on themſelves, that 
they might be ſo cut aſunder, in caſe they did not 
keep the covenant they then entered into. 

Upon this lamation the ſervants were ſet free; 
but the infincerity of the maſters quickly appeared. 
For in a while after this, the army of the king of 
Egypt coming to relieve Jeruſalem, the Chaldeans 
hearing of their coming, raiſed their ſiege from be- 
fore Jeruſalem, and went to meet and fight the Egyp- 
tians. 

The Jews thereupon pleaſing themſelves with the 
perſuaſion that the Egyptians (in this caſe their 
friends) would beat the Chaldeans (their enemies 
and that therefore their danger was over, repented 
their having manumitted their ſervants; and reducing 
them into ſubjection again, cauſed them to return to 
their reſpective ſervices, chap. xxxiv. 11. 

This tergiverſation ſo highly provoked the Lord, 
that he forthwith ſent his prophet Jeremiah to them 
giving him in charge to fay : © Thus faith the 
the God of Iſrael; I made a covenant with your fa- 
thers when I brought them out of the land A 
the houſe of bond-men, that every man ſhould let 
his brother an Hebrew, go free from him, when he 
had ſerved him fix years; but your fathers did not 

me. And now ye were turned, and had done 
right in my fight, in proclaiming liberty every man 
to his neighbour, and ye had made a covenant before 
me in the houſe which is called by my nate. But 


1 Jer. xxxvii. 


Je 
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have turned back, and polluted my name (fo is 
breach of covenant cailed that is made in his 
and ye have cauſed every man his ſervant, 


FR 


FB 


their ife ; even into the 
hand of of Babylon's army which are gone 
from you 4 » I will command, faith the 
and they 


— 
* 


dah 

Upon thi 
ſent 
phet Jeremi pray unto the Lord 
their anſwer the prophet 
gave from the Lord, was this: 


Thus ſhall king of Judah, who ſent 


ye fay to the 
: Behold, Pharaoh's army, which is come 


help you, ſhall return into their own land; 
Chaldeans ſhall come again, and ſhall fight 
inſt this city and take it, and burn it: therefore 

the Lord, deceive not yourſelves with a 


ſaith 
= Jer. xxxiv. 


Tt 
des 


p 


7 


conceit, 


Part II. SACRED HISTORY. 319 


conceit, that the Chaldeans ſhall ſurely depart from 
you, for they ſhall not _ Nay, though ye had 
ſmitten the whole army of the Chaldeans* that fight 
and had left none of them but wounded 
men; yet ſhould even they riſe up, every man from 
his tent, and ſhould burn this city with fire.” 

: was not yet put in priſon, but went 
up and amongſt the people at liberty; and in- 
tending to take this unity (now that the Chal- 
dean army being riſen the ſiege, the gates were 
open and the way was clear) to leave Jeruſalem, and 
to go into the land of Benjamin (perhaps to his own 
city Anathoth, which was not far he walked 
forth in order thereunto ; but when he was in the 
gate of Benjamin, where the guard was kept, Irijah, 
a captain of the guard, charged him that he was 
going to fall away to the Chaldeans, and ſeized him 
a deſerter. 

Jeremiah bluntly told him it was falſe, and that 
he was not falling away to the Chaldeans ; but the 
captain would not him, but had him away to the 
princes. They were in ſuch a rage at the prophet, 
that they fell on him and beat him; and not content 
with that, they committed him to priſon too, in the 
houſe of Jonathan the ſecretary (for there, for the 
greater ſecurity, they had made the priſon); and into 
the innermoſt dungeon was poor Jeremiah put. 
After the good prophet had lain in this filthy pri- 
fon many days, king Zedekiah ſent, and took him 
out, and had him brought privately to his houſe ; 
where, between themſelves, king aſked him, if 
there was any word from the Lord (meaning, con- 
cerning him). Yes, replied the prophet, there is; 
for thou ſhalt be delivered into the hand of the 
king of Babylon. But (added he) what (or wherein) 
Rave I offended againſt thee, or againft thy ſervants, 


or againſt this people, that ye have put me in pri- 


fon? 1 told you indeed, that the king of Babylon 


* Jer, vii. 
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ſhould come againſt this city and land, and ye all fee 
it is true : where then are your prophets that prophe- 
fied the contrary ? Yet if, notwithſtanding my prophe- 
cy is ſo apparently true, I muſt needs lie in priſon for 
it: Hear now, I pray thee, O my Lord the king, 
and let my ſupplication be accepted by thee, that 
thou cauſe me not to return to the houſe of Jona- 
than, leſt I die there.” Foy, 

The king thereupon commanded that they ſhould 
commit Jeremiah to the court of the priſon (a more 
commodious place for him) and that they ſhould give 
him every day a piece of bread out of the Baker's- 
ſtreer, ſo long as there ſhould be any bread left in the 
City. 
While the prophet remained in this priſon, where 
he could ſpeak to the people *, he — 12 to warn 
them of the miſeries that would inevitably come upon 
them, if they held out till the place was taken; 
telling them from the Lord, This city ſhall furely 
be given into the hand of the king of Babylon's 
army, which ſhall take it, and he that remaineth in 

this city ſhall die by the ſword, by the famine, and 
by the peſtilence; but he that goeth forth to the 
Chaldeans ſhall live; for he ſhall have his life for a 


2 when the princes underſtood that Jeremiah had 
ſpoken thus to the people, they went to the king, 
and beſought him that he might be put to death; 
alledging, that by ſuch ſpeeches he weakened the 
the men of war that remained in the city, 


hands 
and indeed of all the people; and that it was there- 
by evident, he fought not their welfare, but their 
hurt. | 

The king (not good in himſelf, and now, in a 
ſtreight, not in condition to conteſt with his princes) 
told them, They might do what they would with 


him.” Whereupon, without more ado, they took 
Jeremiah, and caſt him into the dungeon that was in 


„ Jer, viii. 


the 
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the court of the priſon, letting him down with cords ; 
and there being no water, much mire in the 
place, the good man ſunk down, and ſtuck faſt in the 


mire. 
got their defire; and there, 


1 his enemies + 
in all likelihood, had this holy prophet periſhed, had 
not God raiſed up an — for 1 
ſuch as was leaſt to be expected. 

There was in the king of Judah's court an Ethio- 
pian, or blackmoor, called Ebed-melech, which name 
imports, 4 ſervant of the king; and he was indeed one 
of the king's eunuchs. When this man had heard 
that they put the prophet into the dungeon, he went 
boldly to the king (then fitting in the gate of Benja- 
min) and faid to him, My Lord, O king, theſe 
men have done evil, in all that they have done to 
Jeremiah the prophet : for they have caſt him into 
the d z where, beſides all other annoyances, he 
is like to die for hunger.” | 
The king then bidding Ebed-melech take with him 
from thence thirty men, and go take Jeremiah the 
prophet out of the dungeon before he died, the 
noble moor taking with him the men, went into the 

houſe under the treaſury, and taking from thence old 
caſt clouts and rotten rags, let them down by cords 
to Jeremiah into the dungeon, adviſing him to faſten 
the cords ſo as to prevent galling him. Which when 
the prophet had „ the men whom Ebed-melech 
had ght him drew him up by the cords out of 
the dungeon, and put him into the court of the pri- 
fon again, where he had been a priſoner before. 

This kindneſs to his prophet, the Lord ſo accepted, 
that while Jeremiah was yet a priſoner in the court 
of the priſon, he commanded him to ſay to Ebed- 
melech the Ethiopian, Thus faith the Lord, the 
God of Iſrael, behold, I will bring to pats my words 
on this city, for evil and not for good, and thou 
ſhalt live to ſee them accompliſhed; but I will de- 
liver thee in that day, faith the Lord, and thou ſhalt 
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and I can afſure thee the Chaldeans ſhall not deliver 
thee to thoſe Jews, but it ſhall be well unto thee, and 
thy foul ſhall live. But if thou refuſe to go forth, 
this is the word which the hath ſhewed me: 

left in the king of Judah's 


Fal Which made the — 

thus againſt him: O thou wicked prince 
of Ifracl, whoſe day is come, whoſe iniquity ſhall 
have an end ! Thus faith the Lord God, remove the dia- 
dem, and take off the crown,” &c. Ezek. xxi. 25, 
26, 
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The prophet Jeremiah having often, on divers 
occaſions, foretold the taking of Jeruſalem, and the 
deſtruction thereof *, and that both king and people 
ſhould go into captivity ; now, to perſuade them that 
they who ſhould furvive the determined time of that 
captivity ſhould return, and poſſeſs their land again, 
himſelf turned purchaſer, even while he was a priſoner. 
For Hanameel, his uncle Shallum's fon, coming to 
him in the priſon, and defiring him to buy of him 
his field which was in Anathoth in the country of 
Benjamin (the right whereof, by the law of inheri- 
tance, belonged to him as being the next of kin, 
Levit. xxv.) the prophet, knowing that this thing 
was ordered of the Lord, (that having been already 
made known to him) he did not heſitate, but forth- 
with bought the field of his couſin Hanameel for 
ſeventeen ſhekels of filver (which he paid by weight, 
as the manner then was, not by tale). And having 
cauſed the field to be conveyed to himſelf by written 
deeds, figned, ſealed, and well witneſſed, he delivered 
thoſe purchaſe-deeds, both the original which was 
enrolled and the counterpart thereof, unto Baruch 
his ſcribe, in the preſence of his couſin Hanameel, 
and of the witneſſes that had ſubſcribed them, and 
before all the Jews that fat in the court of the priſon ; 
charging Baruch before them all, that he ſhould 
put thoſe evidences into an earthen veſſel, that being 
to be hidden in the ground, they might not be de- 
faced or ſpoiled, but might continue found and 
whole for many days. For, ſaid he, thus faith 
the Lord of hoſts, the God of Ifrael, houſes, and 
fields, and vineyards ſhall be poſſeſſed again in this 
land.” 

The ſiege of Jeruſalem had now continued long, 
and the proviſions of the city being by that means 
much ſpent, the famine which God by his prophets 
had threatened them with, as one part of their pu- 


4 Jer. xxxii, 


aiſhment, 
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niſhment, was now grown ſtrong them. The 
bread was ſo near ſpent when Ebed-melech took Je- 
remiah out of the dun „that he thought there 
had been none left in * city then, Jer. xxxviit. 9. 
But now there was none indeed, Jer. lii. 6. And to 
far did the famine prevail, that Ezekiel's 

may be ſuppoſed to have been then fulfilled upon 
them, „That the fathers ſhould eat their ſons, and 
the ſons their fathers,” Ezek. v. 10. To which alſo 
the prophet Jeremiah may be thought to have had 
reference, when, recounting ſome of the calamities 
the people endured, he faid : The tongue of the 
fucking child cleaveth to the roof of his mouth 
for th.rſt : the young children aſk bread, and no man 
breaketh it to them. They that did feed delicately 
are diſconſolate in the ſtreets: they that were brought 
up in ſcarlet, embrace dunghills. The hands of the 
pitiful women have ſodden their own children: they 
were their meat, in the deſtruction of the daughter of 
my people,” Lam. iv. ver. 4, 5. 10. 

When the beſieged were brought through their 
own obſtinacy to theſe extremities, the city at length 
was taken by ſtorm*, on the ninth day of the fourth 
month, in the eleventh year of Zedekiah's reign; 
the Chaldeans, after a ſiege of eighteen months, 
winning the middle gate, and the princes af the 
king of Babylon taking poſſeſſion of it. 

As ſoon as king Zedekiah and his men of war faw 
the Chaldeans had forced the gate, and were gat 
into the city, they all fled; and leaving the city by 
night, went out by the way of the gate which was 
by the king's garden, between the two walls, and the 
king took the way towards the plain. But the Chal- 
dean army lying round about the city, they. that 
were on that fide where the king went out, purſuing 
after him, overtook him in the plains of Jericho, 
and all his army being fcattered from him, they took 
the king, and brought him up. to the king of Ba- 
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When the captains of king Zedekiah's forces 
(which fled with him upon the taking of the city, 
and were ſcattered and diſperſed about the country) 
underſtood that the king of Babylon had made Ge- 
deliah governor over the land of Judah, and had 
committed to his care and the people of all 
ranks that remained in the land, they came with 
way men to Mizpah, and ſubmitted themſelves ta 

m 

Among theſe were Iſhmael (who was of the king's 
ſeed) Johanan and Jonathan (two brothers) Seraiah, 
and divers other principal commanders ; whom, with 
their men, Gedeliah the governor took into his pro- 
tection, on condition they ſhould be ſubje& ro the 
king of Babylon. And Bat them know that he 
would keep his court at — (that he might be 
near the Chaldeans, to correſpond with them, and 
receive orders from them); he Pk them at liberty 
to ſettle themſelves in any of the cities they liked, 
and to ſtore themſelves with wine, oil, and ſummer- 
fruits, for a winter-proviſion. 

The Jews alſo that in the common danger had 
fled for ſafety to the Moabites, Ammonites, Edo- 
mites, and into other countries, when they heard that 
the king of Babylon had left a remnant of Judah in 
the land, and had ſet their own country-man Geda- 
liah over them, returned to the land of Judah 
again; and having preſented themſelves before go- 
vernor Gedaliah at Mizpah, were by him diſmiſſed 
to their vintage and harveſt. 

= Iſhmael — 2 that Gedaliah (who was 
1 gm perſon) ſnould not only be preferred 

XII blood royal) but ſet 
— os dv as governor ; and impart! 
to half a ſcore more who were 
Judah, and who alſo thought it ES "> 8 
be under Gedaliah, they conſpired againſt him, 


z Jer. Ali. 


— — 


being 


— — — — — — — 
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being animated thereunto by the king of the Am- 
monites. 

This conſpiracy 1 one of the ca 
having got knowledge of, went and dif it to 
Gedaliah, deſiring him to give him leave to flay 
Iſhmael, But Gedaliah being a man of great worth, 
and of an honourable mind, not to entertain ſuſ- 
picions of others, would not believe that Iſhmael 
was treacherous, much leſs give way to ſo diſhonour- 
able an act as to have him ſlain privately. 

It was not long after, that Iſhmael, with the other 
ten princes of Judah who had eſcaped the flaugh- 
ter and captivity, came to Mizpah, on ence of 
waiting on the governor Gedaliah, and were kindly 
received and entertained by him; but they, watching 
an opportunity, drew their ſwords, and ſetting upon 
Gedaliah flew him; and, that his death might not be 
revenged upon themſelves, they, with their retinue, 
taking the people of Mizpah at an advantage (who, 
fuſpeging no danger, were unprovided for defence) 
fell ſuddenly upon them too, and flew not only the 
Jews, but the Chaldeans alſo who were there with 
w OY and maſt: they ſo 

This m maſſacre t — ; 
that the ſecond day after it „ * 
by which means about fourſcore men of the — 7 
fell alſo into Iſhmael's hands. Theſe coming from 
+ mage Shilah, and Samaria, were going to Jeru- J 
ſalem, to carry offerings and incenſe to the houſe of 4 
the Cad which it is ſuppoſed they had not heard | 

was deſtroyed when they came fram home, 
Their way lying by Mizpah, Iſhmael ſeeing 1 
went forth to meet them; md ue he ads he 
more eaſily draw them into his ſnare, by canform- 
ing himſelf to their condition, whom he obſerved to be | 
in deep mourning (for they had not only rent their ; 
clothes, after they had heard of the deſtruction of the 
holy city and temple, but had ſhaved their beards 
alſo, and cut themſelves, which were two heatheniſh 
practices they had learned from their neighbours, 


contrary 
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from : Sam. xix. 3$. to have been an- 
ciently given by king David to Chimham, the fon of 
old Barzillai Gileadite, and yet bore his name 
near five hundred years after. 
= place they choſe the rather, that if ſhould 
ued by the Chaldeans, they might more 
2 take refuge in Egypt ; for they were afraid 
Chaldeans would fall upon them, + * 
= off, becauſe Iſhmael had flain Gedaliah, the 
king of Babylon's governor, and ſome of the Chal- 


deans alſo. 
theſe whom Iſhmael had led captive from 
1zpah, and who were reſcued by Johanan, the pro- 
phet Jeremiah (we may well conclude) was one”: 
Fes 
pah, Jer. xl. 6. and we find him now among the 
people, at their new in the habitation of 
Chimham, chap. xlii. 1, 2. For there Johanan and 


ſuppoſed, 


plication be ac 
us unto the Lord thy 


way wherein we ſhould 
do. »Y» 
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whether it be good or evil (that is, whether it pleaſe 
us or not) we will obey the voice of the Lord our 
God to whom we ſend thee, that it may be well with 
us when we obey his _ * 

The het thereu upplicatin Lord on 
their behalfs, . 5-4 how he would have 
them diſpoſe themſelves ; but the Lord, who ſaw the 
naughtineſs of their hearts, was not forward to give 
an anſwer; ſo that ten days were paſt before the pro- 
E received an anſwer from the Lord. But when 

had received it, he called Johanan, with the reſt 
of the captains, and all the people together, and told 
them: © Thus faith the Lord, the God of Iſrael, 
unto whom ye ſent me to preſent your ſupplication 
before him: If ye will ftill abide in this land, then 
will I build you, and not pull you down; and I will 
plant you, and not pluck you up: for I repent me 
of the affliction that I have brought upon you. And 
whereas ye are afraid of the king of Babylon, be not 
afraid of him, faith the Lord, for I am with you to 
fave you, and to deliver you from his hand, and I 
will ſhew mercy unto you, that he (ſceing the favour 
I have for you) may have mercy upon you, and cauſe 
| to return to your own land.” 

« But if ye fay, we will pot dwell in this land, 
but we will into the land of Egypt, where we 
ſhall ſee no war *, nor hear the found of the trum- 
pet, nor have hunger of bread, and there we will 
dwell ; then it ſhall come to paſs, that the ſword 
which ye feared, ſhall overtake you there in the land 
of ; and the famine, whereof ye were afraid, 
ſhall follow cloſe after you there in Egypt, and there 
ye ſhall die. So ſhall it be with all the men that 
ſet their faces to go into Egypt to ſojourn there, 
they ſhall die by the ſword, by the famine, and by 
the peſtilence; and none of them ſhall remain or 
eſcape from the evil that I will bring upon them. 
For thus faith the Lord of hoſts the God of Iſrael, 


© Jer. xliii. 


As 
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As mine anger and my fury hath been * forth 
upon the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, fo ſhall my fury 
be poured forth upon you when ye ſhall enter into 
Egypt; and ye ſhall be an execration, and an aſtoniſh- 
ment, and a curſe, and a reproach, and ye ſhall fee 
this place no more.” 

When the prophet had thus delivered to the 
people the mind of the Lord, Azariah (who was 
called Jezaniah before, chap. xlii. 1.) with Johanan, 
and all the proud men of their party, did in effect 

ive him the lie: for they ſaid to Jeremiah, Thou 
ſeakeſt falſly, the Lord our God hath not ſent thee 
to ſay, Go not into Egypt to ſojourn there. But 
Baruch the fon of Neriah ſetteth thee on againſt us, 
to deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that 
they might carry us away captives into Babylon, and 
might put us to death there.” 

The prophet thereupon, in defence and confirma- 
tion of what he had before delivered to them from 
the Lord, and in teſtimony againſt them, added, 
« The Lord hath faid concerning you, O ye remnant 
of Judah, go ye not into Egypt; and I have faithfully 
admoniſhed you this day. For ye diſſembled in your 
hearts, when ſending me unto the Lord our God, 
ye ſaid: Pray for us unto the Lord your God, and 
according to all that the Lord our God ſhall ſay, 
ſo declare unto us, and we will do it. And now I 
have declared it to you, but ye have not obeyed 
the voice of the Lord your God, nor any thing for 
which he hath: ſent me to you. Now therefore, 
know certainly that ye ſhall die by the ſword, by 
the famine, and by the peſtilence, in the place 
whither ye deſire to go to ſojourn,” chap. xlii. 19, 
&c. 

Notwithſtanding this, they would not obey the voice 
of the Lord, to dwell in the land of Judah ; but Jo- 
hanan, and the other captains of the forces, taking 
all the remnant of Judah, men, women, and chil- 
dren, with the late king's daughters, and the 
prophet Jeremiah, with Baruch his ſcribe (full fore 
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her, did we do 


unto 
men?” As much as to 


ſay, we fear 
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in the like 


the Ammonites, Ezek. 
xxvi. and againſt thoſe 


with her, chap. xxvii. 


prince of Tyrus, chap. xxviii. againſt 


traded 


her and 


Egypt, 


lain in Chaldea, a prince of the people of Iſrael, 
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Egypt, chap. xxix, xxx, xxxi, and xxxii. againſt the 
ſhepherds of Iſrael, chap. xxxiv. againft Mount Seir 
or Edom, chap. xxxv. againſt the lofty ones of If- 
rael, chap. xxxvi. with a promiſe of their reſtoration 
to their own land, by the type of the dry bones, chap. 
xxxvii. againſt other enemies of the church of God, 
under the name of Gog and Magog, chap. xxxviii, 
xxxix. And from thence he deſcribes the rebuilding 
of the temple, as a fure confirmation to his captive 
countrymen, that their captivity ſhould have an end, 
and they ſhould return to their own country. | 

Of the deaths of theſe two eminent prophets the 
Holy Scripture gives no account, either as to time, 
place, or manner. But others tell us, that the pro- 
_—— was ſtoned to death in Egypt by the 

and we have reaſon to think it was done by 

ppl, people (the runnagade Jews that fled to 
Egypt againſt his counſel] and God's command, and 
took him with them againſt his will). For the E 
tians, we are told, being freed by his prayers from 
thoſe water. ſerpents (called crocodiles) which infeſted 
them, had him in great honour ; which they teſtified 
by burying him in one of the royal a ſehr, as is 
delivered by Jerom in his 1 Dorotheus 
biſhop of Tyre, in his ſynopſis of the Nome and] Gatto 
of the and apoſtles. 

As for the Ezekiel, he is ſaid to have been 


whom he reproved for worſhipping images. 


rotbei Synopſis. 
Toward the later end of Jeremiah's and Ezekiel's 
— is ok  Obudiah placed by fome*. His 


of all is the ſhorteſt) is directly 

Lon * the poſterity of Eſau, againſt whom 

both thoſe other alſo denounced the judg- 
ments of the „ Jer. xlix. and Ezek. xxv. and Je- 
remiah almoſt in the ſame words, ver. 14, 15, 16. 
But this propact Obadian aſſigns the particular cauſe 


„ Obadiat 


why 
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why Eſau ſhould be cut off for ever, namely for his 
violence gainft his brother Jacob, ver. 10. Jerom, in 
his prologue to the book of Obadiah, tells us, the 
Hebrews hold this prophet Obadiah to be the fame 
man, who, in the days of Ahab king of Iſrael, hid 
and fed an hundred of the Lord's prophets, by fifty 
in a cave, to preſerve them from the cruel rage of 
ecuting Jezebel. But that carries in it no 

ility of truth, unleſs this prophet had lived much 
earlier; for from Ahab's time till this is about three 
hundred years. 


Vol. II. Z THE 


OF THE PROPHET 
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H E prophet Daniel (whoſe ſtory next f 

and ſhould have come fomewhat ſooner 

that I was unwilling to break the cou 

Jeremiah's and Ezekiel's ſtory) was before this time * 

grown 1nto great favour in the Babyloniſh court, and 

in great fame among the Chaldeans, and was emi- 

nent in the church of God, both for his piety and 
his wiſdom, Ezek. xiv. 14. and chap. xxviii. 

I noted before, that in the firſt captivity of Judah 
under Jehoiakim their king, Daniel, being then but a 
child, was carried to Babylon among the captives, 
with * three friends and companions, Hananiah, 
Miſhael, and Azariah ; who being r 
the reſt, by Aſhpenaz maſter of the eunuchs, 
new names given — at the king's 
badge of their ſlavery; Daniel being called — 
zar; Hanamiah, Shadrach ; Miſhael, Meſhach; and 


Azariah, Abednego; and that they were trained up 
| ® Daniel i. | 
Z 2 and 


but 
of 
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B „ in wiſdom 


underſtanding, all the magicians and aſtrologers 
that were in his realm. 

It was not long ere occaſion was offered * for Da- 
CO N Nebu- 
chadnezzar dreamed a dream, which an im- 
of trouble upon his ſpirit, but when he 
9 could not recollect 


EF. 


5 
4 


FE 


= 5 
3:00 


15 


: 


ye fee the 

if ye will not make known the 

but one decree for you : for ye have prepared lying 

and corrupt words to ſpeak before nll the time 
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execu- 
tion was ſo haſty? 12241 
a more particular account of the matter, Daniel went 
in, and beſought the king to give him time, and he 
would ſhew him both the dream and the interpre- 
tation of it. 
Having obtained ſome time of the king, Daniel 
went to his houſe, and acquainted his companions 
(Hananiah, Miſhael, and Azariah) with the whole 
matter, that might join with him in prayer to 
the God of heaven, that he would ſhew mercy to 
them in revealing this great ſecret, that ſo they might 
not periſh withthe reſt of the wiſe men of Babylon. And 
the Lord was pleafed graciouſly to anſwer their ſuppli- 
cation, and to reveal the ſecret to Daniel in a night- 
viſion. | 
He therefore, having returned his acknowledg- 
ment to God in an h of thenkfaivieg ad proile, 
went unto Arioch, whom the kin 
to deſtroy the wiſe men of Babylon, and deſired him 
not to deſtroy any of them, but to bring him in 
before the king, and he would open to the king the 
interpretation of his dream. 


g had commanded 


Arioch, 
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 Arioch, glad, as it ſeems, to be excuſed from ſuch 
made haſte to bring Daniel to the king, 
who y aſked him if he was able to make 
known to him the dream which he had ſeeen, and 
the interpretation thereof. | 
Daniel thereupon told the king, that the ſecret 
which he had demanded was above the reach of all 
the wiſe men, magicians, and ſoothſayers 
to open: but that there is a God in heaven that re- 
vealeth ſecrets, who by this dream would make 
known to him what ſhould be in the latter days. 

Then modeſtly iſing, that this ſecret was not 
revealed to him any wiſdom that he had more 
than others, but for the fakes of thoſe who might 
receive benefit by the 1 ion thereof, and 
that he might underſtand the thoughts of his heart, 
he thus began to declare the dream: 

« As for thee, O king, ſaid he, when thy thoughts 
came up into thy mind upon thy bed concernin 
what ſhould come to paſs hereafter, thy dream, 
the viſions of thy head were theſe : 

« Thou ſaweft a great image ftand before thee, 
whoſe brightneſs was excellent, but the form thereof 
terrible. The head of this image was of fine gold, 
his breaſt and his arms of filver, his belly his 
thighs of braſs, his legs of iron, his feet part of iron, 
and part of clay. Thou ſaweſt till a ſtone was cut 
out. of the mountain without hands, which ſmiting 
the image upon the feet that were of iron and clay, 
brake thera to pieces. And then was the iron, the 
clay, the brafs, the. filver, and the gold broken to 
pieces. together, and became like the chaff of the 
fummer threſhing-flour, and the wind carried them 
away, that no place n 

ame 


ſtone that ſmote the 1 
tain, and filled the whole carth.” 
This, faid Daniel, is the dream, and | 
tell the king the interpretation thereof, which is 
a Z 4 
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u, O king, art a king of ki 
of heaven hath given thee a ki 


2722 


2 
25 


LE 


ay 
heaven ſet up a ki 
ſtroyed. And that kingdom ſhall not be left to 
other people, but it ſhall break in pieces and con- 
ſume all theſe kingdoms, and it ſhall ſtand for ever. 
« And whereas thou ſaweſt that the ftone, 
which broke in pieces the iron, the braſs, the clay, 
the ſilver, and the gold, was cut out of the moun- 
tain without hands ; the great God hath made known 
to the king what ſhall come to paſs hereafter : for 
the dream is certain, and the interpretation thereof 


ſure.” 

No ſooner had Daniel thus the dream, and 
the interpretation thereof, but king Nebuchadnezzar 
fell upon his face, and worſhipping Daniel, com- 
manded that they ſhould offer an oblation and ſweet 
odours unto him. Which that Daniel refuſed, and 

inſtructed 
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man, even 
and chief 
over all the wiſe men of Babylon; 
and not only gave him many great gifts, but, at his 
requeſt, ſet his three friends (Hananiah, Miſhae], and 


Babylon 
of the 1 


Azariah) over the affairs of the province of Babylon 
under him; but Daniel himſelf fat in the gate of the 
king, which is a periphraſis of his being next in au- 


thority to the 1 

But after this (how after it is ſomewhat un- 

— about four years) this haughty 
» puffed up with his victories 
and others (and per- 
32 is on hts of himſelf, 
interpretation given to his dream, where- 
r ter- 
rible image which in his fleep he had ſeen) cauſed 
an image or ſtatue of gold to be made, of an ex- 
traordinary height and bigneſs; for it was threeſcore 
cubits high (which, at the leaſt, was thirty yards; 
the common cubit containing half a yard) and fix 
cubirs in breadth. 

This monſtrous image he ſet up in the plain of 
Dura, in the province of Babylon, and ſummoned the 
princes, governors, captains, judges, treaſurers, coun- 
ſellors, ſheriffs, and other officers, to come to the de- 
dication of the image; who being aſſembled together, 
and ſtanding before the image, an herald made pro- 
clamatien thus: | 

« To you it is commanded, O people, nations, 
and ] that whenſoever ye ſhall hear the 
found of the cornet, or trumpet, and other muſical 


© Dan. iii. A. M. 3430. 


inſtruments, 
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inſtruments, ye ſhall fall down, and worſhip the 
| qu image which Nebuchadnezzar the king hath 


—— 


*. 1 8 and at the ſounding of 
mu le that were the 
ſeveral nations and — 1 hg 
buchadnezzar, fell down and worſhipped this golden 
unage ; the poor captive Jews only excepted, who 
for conſcience ſake were diffenters. 

Same of the Chaldeans obſerving that the Jews 
did not conform to this public worſhip, turned in- 
formers againft them, complaining of them to the 
ing. And not thinking it adviſeable to venture at 
firſt upon Daniel, who they knew was higheſt in the 
king's favour, they im Shadrach, Meſhach, 
and Abednego (whom, for their advancement in the 
government, they a; telling the king that theſe 
three Jews, whom he had ſer over the affairs of the 


province of Babylon, regarded him not ; they ſerved 


not his s, nor worſhipped the golden image 
which he had ſet up. 


Though Nebuchadnezzar was greatly enraged that 
any ſhould dare to di 8 from an 
innate iple of natural juſtice, he would not con- 
demn unheard. Therefore he gave command 
that they ſhould be — before him: and being 


— * to give them this ſor a w- Aor nth he added; 
I for the future ye be ready, at the found of the 
muſick, to fall down and worſhip the image that | 
have made, well and good; bur if ye do not, ye 
mall be caſt the fame hour into the midſt of a burn- 
ing fiery furnace; and who is that God (added this 
impious king) that ſhall deliver you out of my 
hands?“ _ 
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So preſumptuous a ſpeech ſtruck theſe good 

men — — abhorrence of the idol. Where- 
fore they told the king, they were not care- 
ful to anſwer him in that matter: For if it be ſo 
(faid they) that thou ſhouldſt be ſuffered to caſt us 
into the fiery furnace, our God, whom we ferve, is 
able to deliver us from being hurt therein, and he 
will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. Burt if he 
would not, be it known unto thee, 0 king, that we 
will not ſerve thy gods, nor worſhip the golden 
image which thou haſt ſet up.” 
This reſolute anfwer put Nebuchadnezzar into 
ſuch a fury, that the form of his countenance was 
changed; and in his heat giving order that the fur- 
nace ſhould be heated ſeven times hotter than ordi- 
nary, he commanded ſome of the ſtrongeſt men in 
his army to bind Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, 
and caſt them into the fiery furnace. 

Accordingly the ſoldiers bound them (in their 
clothes, even with their hats on) and caſt them into 
the flaming furnace; and though the heat was fo 
violent, that it flew them that caſt them in, yet they 
falling down bound into the midſt of the burning 

1 no harm; but their bands — 
= they walked in the midſt of the fire. 

This = fight ſo aſtoniſhed king Nebu- 
chadnezzar (who, to fatiate his revenge, was preſent at 
this barbarous execution) that, riſing up in haſte, 
he faid to his officers, “ Did we not caſt three men 
bound into the midit of the fire? Which they con- 
firming, Lo, (faid he) I fee four men looſe, walking 
without hurt in the midſt of the fire, and the form 
of the fourth is like the Son of God.” 

Then coming nearer (as near as he durſt) to the 
mouth of the —— he ſpoke to Shadrach, Me- 
ſhach, and „ ſaying, Ye ſervants of the 
moſt high God, come forth, and come hither.” 
Whereupon they came forth out of the midſt of the 
fire, and the princes, governors, and captains, _ 

e 


pon 
being filled with admiration 


The kin thereupon, 8 
denke frond in ths manage, + Shit be the God 
of Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego, who hath 
ſent his that truſted 
1 I ing's threats, 
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y other 
he) I make a 
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his magicians had told 
he relate his dream to 
they would not fail to him the interpre- 
1 ing it needleſs to trouble Daniel 
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and could no more tell him the meaning of this 
dream, than they could tell him the dream itſelf be- 
fore ; ſo that at laſt, to their ſhame, Daniel was forced to 
be ſent for again. 
Daniel being come in before him, the king, by way 
of introduction to the matter, thus ſpake unto him: 
« O Belteſhazzar (for that was the name the pri 
of the cunuchs had at firſt given him, 2 
the name of Nebuchadnezzar's god) maſter of the 
ici ſo the king had made him, chap. ii. 48.) 
that the ſpirit e 
that therefore no ſecret is too for thee 
to trouble thee, tell me the viſions of my dream 
which I have ſeen, and the interpretation thereof.” 
ing to relate the dream, he ſaid, 
were the viſions of my head upon my bed :” 
I faw, and behold, a tree in the midſt of the 


under it, and the fowls of the 
and all fleſh 


33s 


ing al thus, H 
tree, and cut off his branches, ſhake off his 
and ſcatter his fruit: let the beaſts get awa 
under it, and the fowls from his branches. 
theleſs, leave the ſtump of his roots in the earth, 
with a band of iron and braſs, in the tender 


; 
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Mall be with the beaſts of the field, and they ſhall 
make thee to eat graſs as oxen, and they ſhall wet 
thee with the dew of heaven; and ſeven times ſhall 
paſs over thee, till thou knoweſt that the Moſt High 
ruleth in the ki of men, and giveth it to whom- 
foever he will. And whereas they commanded to 
leave the ſtump of the tree roots ; it ſhews the king- 
dom ſhall be fure unto thee, after that thou ſhalt 
have known that the Lord of heaven doth rule. 

« And now (faid Daniel) that I have ſhewed thee 
the interpretation of thy dream, let my counſel, O 
king, be ac to thee, which is, that thou break 
off thy fins by righteouſneſs, and thy iniquities by 
ſhewing mercy to the poor (meaning perhaps the 
your __— = brethren the Jews) if it may be a 

ngtheni tranquillity.“ 

It was p + 4 before | 4 ] t fore-ſhewed 
by this dream was executed upon King Nebuchad- 
nezzar©. For at the end of twelve months, as he 
was walking in his royal at lon, he vaunt- 
ingly faid, © Is not this Babylon, which I have 
built for the houſe of the kingdom, by the might of 
my power, and for the honour of my majeſty !” 

Scarce was the word out of his mouth, when a 
voice from heaven was heard to fay, © Unto thee, 


O king Nebuchadnezzar, it is ſſ „the kingdom is 
departed from thee ; and they ſhall drive thee from 
men, and thy dwelling ſhall be with the beaſts of the 


field. They ſhall make thee to eat graſs as oxen, and 
ſeven times ſhall paſs over thee, until thou knoweſt 
that the Moſt High ruleth in the kingdom of men, 
and giveth it to whomſoever he will.” And there- 
upon was he, in the fame hour, driven from the 
company of men, and did eat grafs as oxen; and his 
body was wet with the dew of heaven, till his hairs 
were grown like eagle's feathers, and his nails like 
bird's claws. 


E A. M. 3437. 
Thus 


352 SACRED HISTORY. Part In. 


Thus was this haughty king puniſhed for his 
ſumptuous pride. But at the end of the days 
| - nay as well for 7 his correction 
ifti his eyes to heaven whence 
Sh ne trans his muſt 
derſtanding returned 
the Moſt High, and praiſed and honoured 
liveth for ever; whoſe dominion he 
. 

to c 
habitants of the are juſtly 
in compariſon of him; who in 
and the inhabitants of 
cording to his will, and none can 
ſay unto him, what doſt thou? 

When therefore his reaſon was reſtored unto him, 
and he was qualified for government again *, his 
princes and counſellors (the ſame perhaps that had 
depoſed him) ſought unto him, and he was re-eſta- 
bliſhed in his kingdom, and excellent majeſty was 
added unto him. | 
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own great ſin, and God's greater mercy to him, he pu- 
bliſhed a declaration, directed | 


TO ALL PEOPLE, NATIONS AND 
LANGUAGES, THAT DWELL 
IN ALL THE EARTH. 


Wherein, having premiſed that he thought it good 
to ſhew or ſet forth the ſigns and wonders which 
the high God had wrought towards him, he related 
the whole courſe of the matter at large (to wit, the 
dream, the interpretation of it, and the fulfilling 
— n is before expreſſed) and then 
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« Now I Nebuchadnezzar do praiſe, extol, and ho- 
nour the King of heaven; all whoſe works arc 
truth, and his ways j t; and thoſe that walk 
in pride (as I did) he is able to abaſe. 


Of the time or manner of this king's death, we 
have not any account in the Holy "rms Joly 

He is ſuppoſed not to have lived long after his re- 
ſtoration, but to have left his throne to his ſon Evil 
Merodach, who is thought to have ſupplied his place 
in the government during the time that he herded 
with the beaſts. 
This king Evil Merodach, when he came to have 
the government entirely in his own hands“, took 
compaſſion of Jehoiachin king of Judah, and releaſed 
him from his impriſonment, in the ſeven-and-thirtieth 
year of his c 1 and treating him kindly, not 
only changed garments, and aſſigned him 
a 4 — daily his ene. for his own —— 
during his life, y gave him the precedence of all 
the other kings his ſubjects that were with him in 
lon. 
This is all the account we have in Sacred Hiſtory 


of this king Evil Merodach, to whom ſucceeded his 


voluptuous fon Belſhazzar. 

In his firſt year it was, that Daniel had his dream 
and viſion of the four beaſts, repreſenting the four 
monarchies related in his 7th chapter. And in the 
third year of his reign, Daniel had that remarkable 
viſion of the ram and the he-goat, with the inter- 
pretation thereof, ſet forth in chapter viii. to which 
two ers I refer the reader for a particular ac- 
count of each. 

After which (though the relation of it is placed be- 
fore) this luxurious "king, making a great feaſt to a 
thouſand of his lords, commanded to have the golden 
and filver veſſels (which his grandfather Nebuchad- 
nezzar had taken out of 6 at Jeruſalem) 


5 2 Kings xxv. xxxii, A. M. 3446. 
* 3 brought 
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brought forth, that he and his princes, with his wives 
and concubines, might ad was therein ; which 
accordingly was done. And (although, as other hi- 
ſtories inform us, the city was at that time ſtraitly 

they carouſed and drank wine, and in their 
the of gold, and of filver, of braſs, 
„and of ſtone. | 
But in the midſt of this their profane revelling 
of a man's hand, and wrote 


t 


his countenance was changed, his joints looſed, his 
knees ſmote one againſt the other, and he was much 
troubled in his mind concerning it. 

Wherefore he called earneſtly to have the aſtrolo- 
gers, Chaldeans, and ſooth-ſayers ht in, that 
they might read that writing, and ſhew him the in- 

tion thereof; promiſing that whoſoever did 
it, ſhould for his reward be clothed in ſcarlet, wear 
a chain of gold about his neck, and be the third ruler 

But alas! the king's wiſe men 


unto him, Let 

not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy counte- 
nance be on this occaſion; for there is a 
man in thy kingdom in whom is the ſpirit of the 
holy gods. And in the days of thy grandfather, light 
and — and wiſdom, like the wiſdom of 
— gods, being found in him, thy dfather Ne- 
uchadnezzar made him maſter the magicians, 
aſtrologers, Chaldeans, and ſooth- ſayers; this is Da- 


Dan. v. 


niel, 
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niel, whom the king named Belteſhazzar. Where- 
fore let him be called, and he will both read it, and 
ſhew the i ion; for an excellent ſpirit, with 
underſtanding to interpret dreams, 


brought in, the king told 
a fair character of him, for ex- 
ing, in giving inter- 
ng doubts. Then laying open 


the inability of his own wiſe men, he made Daniel an 

offer of the ſame reward which he had before made 

to them, in caſe he ſhould read and interpret the 
g. 

( urliſhly, but modeſtly, anſwered, 


to thyſelf (or keep thy gifts to 
y rewards to another (as much as 
any gift or reward from _ 
> writing to the king, and 
interpretation.” 
: would do that, he put the king in 
mind of the dealings of God with his grandfather 
Nebuchadnezzar, thereby preparing him to fee and 
acknowledge the juſtice of God upon him and his 
houſe, and thus he began : 

O thou king, ſaid he, the moſt high God gave 
Nebuchadnezzar thy grandfather a kingdom, and 


ity that he gave him, all people, nations, and lan- 
guages trembled and feared before him. So great 
and abſolute was his -power, that whom he would he 
flew, and whom he would he kept alive; whom he 
would he ſet up, and whom he would he put down. 
But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind 
hardened in 2 he was depoſed from his kingly 
throne, and they took his glory from him. He was 
driven from the ſons of men, and his heart was made 
like the beaſts, and his dwelling was with the wild 
aſſes. He was fed with graſs like oxen, and his bo- 
dy was wet with the dew of heaven, till he _— 
A a2 e 


majeſty and glory, and honour. And for the maje- 


: 
= 
15 
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© 
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Then read Daniel the writing, which was this : 
MENE MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN, 


And in the ing it putting PERES inſtead of 
UPHARSIN, (as ſignifying the ſame) he thus in- 
the :; 

« MENE, God hath numbered thy kingdom 
(that is, the term of thy kingdom) and finiſhed it.” 
*. doubling of which word imports certainty of 

ng. 

« TEKEL, Thou art weighed in the balances, and 
art found wanting.” 5 

« PERES, Thy kingdom is divided, en 
to the Medes nd Nets. > 

Though we cannot ſuppoſe Belſhazzar was pleaſed 
with this 1 ion; yet we find he had fo much 


ne 
for at his command, they c Daniel with ſcar- 
let, and put a chain of gold about his neck, and by 
a jon declared him the third ruler in the 
But Belſhazzar's reign after this was but ſhort, 


God, according to the hand-writing, had numbered ir 
| an 
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and finiſhed it. For that very night was Belſhaz- 
zar, the king of the Chaldeans, ſlain by the Medes 
that at that time Babylon ; who taking the 


advantage, while the Chaldeans had been thus re- 


As ſoon as Darius was ſettled on the throne *, he 
appointed one hundred and twenty princes to be over 
the whole kingdom; and ſet three ts over 
theſe, to whom they ſhould give account of affairs, 
that the king might neither have trouble, nor ſuſtain 


damage. 

three preſidents, Daniel was the firſt, or 
had the chief place. For becauſe an excellent ſpirit 
was obſerved to be in him, the king not only prefer- 
red him above the reſt of the preſidents and princes, 
him over the whole realm. 
emulation in the other 
ing that Daniel, a ſtranger, 
ſo great in the royal fa- 
above them, conſpired to 


Whereupon, concluding they 

fion againſt him, except it ſhould be concerning the 
exerciſe 'of his religion in the law of his God 
(wherein he differed and diſſented from them), they 
confulted together how to lay a ſnare for him in thac 
reſpect. They knew he ſtood too fair in the favour, 
and ftrong in the affection of the king, to be directly 


1 Dan. vi. | 
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115 


; 
Ut, 


- 


1 ; 
1 


Part III. SACRED HISTORY. 359 


They who had ſet this trap for him, were not wanting 
to watch him, that they might inform againſt him. 
And having quickly taken him in the act, they went 
to the king, and having put him in mind of the de- 
cree he had lately made, and drawn him to acknow- 
ledge that, according to the law of the Medes and 
Perſians, it was unalterable ; they complained of Da- 
niel, _ (who was — | wel oy «ein 
captivity of Judah) in contem both the ki 
the law, had = his — three . 
not to the king, but to his own God. 

The king now too late ſaw their and being 
ſore diſpleaſed (not only with them, but even with 
himſelf) that he had been thus over- reached by them, 
he ſet himſelf heartily to ſave Daniel, and laboured 
till the going down of the ſun to deliver him. But 
the conſpiring princes held him to it ; for they, being 
all aſſembled together, ſaid to him: Know, O king, 
that the law of the Medes and Perſians is ſuch, that 
no decree nor ſtatute which the king eſtabliſheth may 
be changed. 

The king therefore being fain, though very unwilling- 
ly, to yield to them, they brought Daniel ©; and (after 
the king, unwittingly propheſying, had ſaid unto him, 
« Thy God, whom thou ſerveſt continually, will de- 
liver thee”) they caſt him into the den of lions; and 
for their ſatisfaction, that they might be aſſured that 
neither the king, nor any of the people (to whom 
Daniel, for his great wiſdom, juſtice, and other vir- 
tues, was very dear) might privately reſcue him, 
a ſtone was brought and laid upon the mouth of the 
den, and ſealed not only with the king's own ſignet 
(whom, in this caſe, they could hardly confide in) but 
with the ſignet of his lords alſo. 

Then went the ſorrowful king to his palace, where 
he paſſed the night in faſting and watching; and riſe- 
ing very early in the morning, went in haſte to the 
den of the lions. Whither being come, he cried 


* A. M. 3471. 
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with a lamentable voice unto Daniel; O Daniel, 
ſervant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou 
ſerveſt continually, able to deliver thee from the 


lions?“ 

« Yes, O king, oe, __ my God hath ſent 
his angel, who hath ſhut the lions mouths, that they 
have not hurt me ; foraſmuch as before him innocen- 
cy was found in me ; and alſo before thee, O king, 
R 8 

I was 
hos commanded that 
taken up out of the den. Which 
king commanded that Daniel's 
brought and caſt into the lions den, they, with 
wives and children ; between whom and 


Upon this miraculous deliverance of Daniel, king 
Darius publiſhed the follow! 

« TO ALL PEOPL NATIONS, and 
LANGUAGES, that dwell in all the earth, peace 
be multiplied unto you. I make a decree, that in 
every dominion of my kingdom, men tremble and 
fear before the God of Daniel, for he is the livi 
God, ſtedfaſt for ever. His ki is that whi 
ſhall not be deſtroyed, and his dominion ſhall remain 
unto the end. He delivereth and reſcueth, and he 
worketh figns and wonders in heaven and in earth, 
who hath delivered Daniel from a eee 
lions.” 

In the firſt year of this ki 
Daniel, 4 8888 the 28 the 
„ the Lord had come 
to Jeremiah the prophet, that he would accompliſh 
venty yours '> the irons of Jeruliions (For. 


 __— 
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hum- 


| explained then to him, remain (at leaſt ſome 
of them) myſterious ſtill to many, and need a Ga- 
1 give the genuine meaning 
But Daniel flouriſhed, not only through the reign 
of this king Darius, but in the reign alſo of his ſon- 
in-law Cyrus“. In whoſe third year he had that ex- 
7 viſion, relating more 2 to the 
latter times of the Jewiſh ſtate, ſet forth in the xth, 
xith, and xiith chapters of his z Which is the 
laſt account the holy text gives of him. Of his death 
alſo the Holy Scripture is filent. But he is faid by 
others to have died a natural death in the land of 
the Chaldeans, and to be honourably buried there, 
being laid by himſelf in the royal ſepulchre. Doro- 
thei Synopfts. 3 
But when or whereſoever this holy prophet died 
(for Dorotheus is not greatly to be relied on, unleſs 
confirmed by better authority) he had the ſatisfaction 
to ſee (before his death) liberty given for the return 
of his captive brethren, and for the rebuilding of the 
temple at Jeruſalem. The account of which we muſt 
{eek from the learned ſcribe Ezra. 
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An Hiſtory of about forty-nine Years. 


the firſt year of Cyrus king of Perſia (that the 
word of the Lord 4) mouth of le th 


— which > in in Juda 
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be with him, and let him go up to Jeruſalem, and 
build the houſe of the God of Iſrael, the God 
who was worſhipped in Jeruſalem, for he is the God. 
And whoſoever remaineth behind his company (for 
want of ability) let the men of the place where he 
ſojourneth help him, with filver and with gold, with 


I beaſts, beſide the free - i 
the houſe of God.” 
This was that 


464 


id by name, He is my herd, 

form all my pleafure; even faying to —2 

Thou ſhalt be built; and to the =. ay Thy foun- 

dati ** 1 Iſa. xliv. 28. 

r proclamation, the chief of the fathers of 
and Benjamin, with the prieſts and the Levites, 

IT * whoſe ſpirit God had ſtirred up to go 
for their for Judea, in num- 

about fifty thouſand in all, of all forts, 


es tn be Melee Rs az. of he 
houſe of the Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar, when he 
t them from Jeruſalem, had put into the houſe 
of his gods, of which this good ſcribe Ezra gives an 
inventory, Chap. i. ver. 9, 10. the ſum total whereof 
amounteth to five thouſand and four hundred veſ- 
ſels, ver. 11. 

Theſe captive Jews being thus returned, and ſettled 
by their om i Ho cities, they all 
„ as one man, to Jeruſalem, in the 
th —.— following. And although they were 
afraid of the people (that then inhabited the country) 
they built the altar of the God of Iſrael; and 
ſer it in its offered the daily burnt of- 
fering thereon, morning and evening, according 


b Ezra ili, 
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as was commanded in the law of Moſes, and kept the 
ſeveral folemn feaſts appointed by God to be held 


in that month. 
| began to hire workmen, and 
timber to be brought by the Zidonians from 
to according to the grant they had 
Cyrus for the building of the houſe of the Lord. 
in the ſecond month of the ſecond year of 
their return from the captivity ©, Zerubbabel the go- 
vernor, and Jeſhua (or Joſhua) the chief-prieſts, en- 
conraging the reſt, and appointing furveyors of the 
2 they began to lay the foundation of the houſe, 
with trumpets, and the 


people ſhouted 


e was lajd, 
prieſts and Levites, and chief of 
being antient men, had ſeen the 

ept with a loud voice, when they ſaw, 
by the foundation of this, how much ſhort it was like 


to come of the former, Thus were the different 
— the noiſe of the ſhouts for joy from the 


1 of weeping. But they had other cauſe of weep- 


ing beſide this. 

5 or when their adverſaries (thoſe mungrel Sama- 
ritans who were planted in Samaria, and the other 
cities of Ifrael *, in the room of thoſe Iſraelites whom 
Salmaneſſer king of Aſſyria had long before carried 
away captive, 2 Kings xvii.) heard the children 
of the captiyity of Judah had begun to build the 


— they came to 


C A. M. 3481. « Ezra iv. 
Zerubbabel, 


le could not d1- 
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L Fes it 


a 


i 


inſt the 
ſucceſſively ; as to king 
df his reign, and to Artaxerx 
which letter, directed to 
chancellor, and Shimfhai 


, 
people, whom the 
(or Eſar-haddon) had brou 
ties of Samaria, with all the reſt that were on that 
ſide the river, was thus: 

* Be it known unto the king, that the Jews, which 
came up from thee to us, are building Jeruſalem, 
that rebellious and wicked city; and having laid the 

858 foundations, 
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aliens, <2 ning. up. Ho wa» Geoees. But if 
this city be builded, the walls ſet again, then 
will they not pay toll, tribute and cuſtom, w 
the king's revenue will be lefſened. Now becau 
we have maintenance from the king's palace, we held 
ir not meet for us to ſee the king's diſhonour, and 
conceal it ; and therefore have we ſent and certified 
the king thereof, that ſearch may be made in the 


book of the records of thy fathers ; ſo ſhalt thou find 
and know, that this hath been a rebellious city, and 
that 


they have moved ſedition within the ſame of old 
time, for which cauſe it was deſtroyed. And we fur- 
ther certify the king, that if this city be built again, 
and the walls thereof ſer up, it will be a means that 
thou ſhalt have no portion on this ſide the river.” 

To this letter the king returned anſwer (directed to 
Rehum the chancellor, and Shimſhai their ſecretary, 
with their companions that dwelt in Samaria, and un- 
to the reſt beyond the river) to this effect: | 
c The letter, which ye ſent unto us, hath been 
lainly read before me: and at my command, ſearch 
ving been made, it 1s found, that this city of old 
time hath made inſurrection againſt kings; and that 
rebellion and ſedition hath been made therein. There 
have been mighty kings alſo over Jeruſalem, which 
have ruled over all countries beyond the river; and 
toll, tribute, and cuſtom have been paid to them. 
Give ye now therefore commandment to cauſe theſe 
men to ceaſe, and that the city be not builded until 
further commandment be given from me. Take heed 
now, that ye fail not to do this, leſt the king be en- 
damaged.” | 

When the copy of this letter was read before Re- 
hum and Shimſhai, with their companions, they went 
up in haſte to Jeruſalem unto the Jews there, and 
made them to ceaſe by force and power. Thus was 
a ſtop put to the building of the houſe of God at Je- 
ruſalem; and the work ceaſed, unto the ſecond year 
of the reign of Darius king of Perſia. Which how 
Jong it was, is ſomewhat uncertain, and that incer- 

tainty 
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This Darius (in whoſe ſecond year tia a co; 
taken to be the ſon of queen 

e ſtory falling within this interval, 
whoeia the buibling of the tumple was hindered, we 
are the better at leiſure now to enter upon it; and 
thus it was. 


STS © © SB © 


HASUERUS king of Perſia (mentioned 
before by Ezra, chap. iv.) and ſuppoſed to 
be the fon of Darius Hyſtaſpis, in the third 
year of his reign made a feaſt unto all his princes 
and ſervants, the power of Perfia and Media, the 
nobles and governors of his provinces, whereof he 
had an hundred twenty and feven under his dominion. 
And to ſhew his great riches and honour, he held 
this feaſt for an hundred and fourſcore days together, 
which is much about half a year. And when that was 
ended, he made another feaſt unto all the people, 
and ſmall, that were in his royal city Shuſhan. 
Which latter feaſt he kept for ſeven days in the 
court of the garden belonging to his palace ; where 
they were entertained under canopies (or pavilions) 
of white, green, and blue, faſtened with cords of 
fine linen and purple, to filver rings in pillars of 
marble. The beds (whereon they eat; for in thoſe 


* Eſtheri. A. M. 3491. 
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times e Bohn Deg oben he ode 
were of and filver, upon a pavement of por- 
phyry, , and marble of divers colours. 

Wine they 


or 
2 
every man 

to his own pleaſure for drinking. 
alſo, whoſe name was Vaſhti (thought 
Iikelihood, to be the 


houſe' which . to the king. 
that, perhaps, —_ be one reaſon, why the 
kept his popular feaſt abroad, under pavilions 
10P1 6. ſo that there was feaſting within 
t. 

th day of the king's feaſt to the 
e, when the king's heart was with wine, 
( chamberlains to bring Vaſhti 


a 
on, he conſulted 
is ſeven princes (who, as prime counſellors, that 
underſtood the coniticution of the government, were 
next unto him in the kingdom) what ſhould be done, 
according to law, unto the queen, for her contempt 
in diſobeying the king's b 
Memucan thereupon, who was one, and the laſt, of 
theſe ſeven princes (a married man we may ſuppoſe) 
| | : told 
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1 -princes 
and indeed to all the people that were in all the king's 
inces : for, ſaid he, when this deed of the queen's 


of the king's ſhall be publiſhed throughout all this great 
empire, all the wives will give honour to their huſ- 
bands, both great and ſmall. 

Memucan, I obſerved, was the laſt in order of the 
ſeven princes, yet he ſpake firſt. Whether from thence 
was taken the cuſtom uſed amongft our Engliſh peers, 
that in judicial cauſes the youngeſt delivers his judg- 
ment firſt, I know not. But this counſel of Memucan, 
I find, did fo well pleaſe the king and his princes, 
that they all conſenting, it was forthwith put in ex- 
ecution, and letters were ſent into all the king's pro- 

vinces ; the tenor whereof was, that every man ſhould 


pper hand again of the women. 
But after the king had flept upon it, and his anger 
was over, he began to remember Vaſhti *, both w 
ſhe had done, and what was decreed againſt her; 


> Eſther ii, 
B b 2 which 
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find acceptance with him; and 
n execution, brought many fair 


fair Efther, who was alſo 
profane authors Atoſſa. 


her couſin Mordecai, who lived in Shuſhan 
(at that time the royal city of the Perſian empire) 
took her for his own daughter, and brought her up. 
When Eſther was brought into the Gynæcem, or 
houſe for women, and delivered to Hege (or Hegai) 
the chamberlain, ſhe pleaſed him ſo well, and ob- 
| tained fo much kindneſs from him, that he appointed 
ſeven maids to wait on her; and not only preferred 
| her to the beſt lodgings in the houſe, but ſpeedily 
gave her things for purification, that ſhe might be 
ready with the. foremoſt. | 
1 For the order was, that every one of them ſhould 
F be twelve months in the houſe of the maidens, to 
| 5 puriſy 
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the king's chamberlain's, who had the care of 

king's concubines. And none of them that had once 

been with the king came any more to him, unleſs he 

ſent for her again by name. 

Eſther had not yet diſcovered her kindred, nor 
people ſhe was of; for Mordecai had charged 


It was in the ſeventh year of king Ahaſuerus his 
reign ©, and in the tenth month of that year, that 
Eſther's turn came to go in unto the king. And 
whereas the other virgins fet themſelves off with the 
richeſt and fineſt ornaments, that they might be the 
more acceptable to the king, every one underſtand- 
ing that a crown would be the prize to her that 


ſhould gain him to herſelf, Eſther being drawn 
againſt her will to this, which ſhe knew was a breach 
of the law of God, and a violation of her religion 
(and therefore only ſubmitted to it, as that which 
her captive condition had ſubjected her unto) re- 
quired nothing of the chamberlain to adorn or ſet 
her off, as not deſiring to be advanced by fuch means. 

Yet as her native þeauty, and courteous deport- 
ment, gained her favour from all that beheld her; 
ſo the king was ſo taken with her, that he loved 
her above all the others; and ſhe obtained ſuch grace 
and favour in his ſight, that ſetting the royal crown 


© A. M. 3495- 
B b 3 upon 


But now an occaſion happened, which brought 
Mordecai, though not ſuddenly, m_ 3 in 


court. For while he ſat in _ te, he 

to underſtand that Bigtham „ two af the 
n . 
chamber, ſought to — hands upon the king. 
Of this plot Mordecai forthwith gave notice to queen 
Eſther, and ſhe acquainted the king therewith in 
Mordecai's name, Whereupon the two chamber- 
lains, being ſeized and convicted, were both hanged 
for it; and a record of the whole proceſs was made 
and entered in the Perfian annals, but Mordecai was 
not preſently taken notice of for it. 

For the king's mind was too much taken up with a 
rr 
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Upon this advancement of Haman, all the king's 
ſervants that were in (or attended at) the king's 
gate, bowed to and reverenced Haman, becauſe 
king had given command they ſhould do fo; only 
Mordecai bowed not to him, nor did him reverence. 

Tremellius and Junius give two reaſons for this; 
one, becauſe Haman was of that nation (an Amale- 
kite) againſt which God had appointed the Jews to 
-- 5 war rating Exod. _ 14. Deut. xxv. 17. 
that honour was due to God only. 

Mordecai, it ſeems, for a while paſſed in the crowd, 
without being obſerved by Haman himſelf ; but the reſt 
of the king's ſervants, who themſelves were forward 
to crouch to the favourite, to pick a quarrel 
with Mordecai, aſking bim, Why he tranſgreſſed 
the king's commandment ?” And when they had thus 
urged him from day to day, and ſaw he regarded not 
what they ſaid, they, willing to try how he would 
come off, informed Haman both of his behaviour 
towards him, and alſo that he was a Jew. 

When haughty Haman underſtood that Mordecai 
did not bow nor do him reverence, he was full of 
wrath, and forthwith meditated revenge. But think- 
ing Mordecai too mean a victim to be facrificed 
alone to his ambition, he ſcorned to lay hands on 
him only, but contrived how he might deſtroy with 
him all the Jews that were throughout the whole 
kingdom of Ahatuerus, for his fake. 

And becauſe this was a great undertaking, Ha- 
man's partiſans, unto whom he had i his pur- 
yu. caſt pur (that is the lot) before Haman, 

day to day, from the firſt month to the twelfth, 
that they might know (faith the marginal note) what 
month and day ſhould be good to enterprize this 
thing, that it might have good ſucceſs. 

At length having fixed the time, Haman addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to the king, thus opened the matter to 
him : 


Bb4 c There 


little thinking 
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There is (ſaid he) a certain people ſcattered 
abroad and diſperſed among the people, in all the 
I. and their laws are different 

people; neither keep they the king's law.“ 
Thus Haman, from Mordecai's not that 
particular command for bowing to him, fallaciouſly 
and maliciouſly inferred all the Jews, that they 
kept not the king's laws. For which reaſon (ſaid 
he) it is not for the king's profit to ſuffer them. 


Therefore (added he) if it pleaſe the king, let a de- 
that 


cree be made, and fent forth in writing, they be 
deſtroyed. And I will pay ten thoutand talents of 
filver (a round ſum, amounting to three millions, 
ſeven hundred and fifty thouſand pounds of Engliſh 
money) to the hands of them that ſhall have the 
change of y buſineſs to bring it into the king's 
treaſures.” Upon this, the marginal note in the 
bible is, Theſe be the two arguments which com- 
monly the worldlings and the wicked uſe toward 
princes againſt the godly, that is, the contempt of 
their laws, and diminiſhing of their profit, without 
reſpect how God is either pleaſed or diſpleaſed. 

The unwary king (too much favourite-ridden, and 
that his beloved Eſther was one of that 
ae — his minion favourite would have de- 

ed) took off his ring, and gave it unto Haman 
(as Pharaoh king of Egypt had done to Joſeph, Gen. 
x11. 42.) as a token that he gave him full authority 
to do what he would in 4 matter; telling him 
withal, that he gave him not only the ten thouſand 
talents of ſilver, hich he had offered, but the people 
alſo, to do with them as it ſhould ſeem unto 


Haman, having 6btained this grant, was not back- 
ward to put it in execution. But the king's ſecreta- 
ries were forthwith called for, and letters were writ- 
ten, by Haman's direction, unto the king's lieute- 
nants, and to the governors that were over every 
province, and to the rulers of every people in their 
reſpective languages; wherein they were charged 
to 
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to deſtroy, to kill, and to cauſe to periſh all Jews, 
both young and old, little children and women, in 
one day. And the letters bearing date the thirtieth 
day of the firſt month, the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month was the day appointed for the maſ- 
facre ; and to animate their enemies againſt them, 
the ſpoil of the Jews was given them for a prey. 

Theſe letters, being writren in the king's name, 
and ſealed with the king's ſeal, which Haman had 
en for that purpoſe, were diſpatched into all the 
ing's provinces, and the poſts haſtened out by the 
king's command. Which done, the king and Ha- 
man fell to their cups; but the city Shuſhan, from 
whence this decree went forth, was in perplexity 
about it. 

But none was more ſenſibly affected than good 
Mordecai*. Who, when he underftood what was 
done, rent his clothes, and putting on fackcloth 
with aſhes, went out into.the midſt of the city, and 
cried with a loud and a bitter cry. And becauſe 
none clothed in ſackcloth were allowed to enter 
into the king's gate, he came and ſtood before the 
king's gate to ſhew his forrow. 

In every province alſo, whitherſoever this bloody 
decree came, there was (as well there might be) great 
mourning among the Jews, and faſting, with 
ing and wailing, and many lay in fackcloth and 
aſhes. 

Morcecai's walking about in fackcloth was ſoon 
taken notice of, and reported anon to queen Eſther's 
ſervants, who quickly acquainted her with it; 
at the hearing whereof ſhe was exceedingly grieved 
(though ſhe did not yet know the cauſe) and fent 
him raiment to clothe himſelf with inftead of his 
ſackcloth, but he would not receive it. Whereup- 
calling for Hatach (one of the king's chamber- 
lains, whom he had appointed to wait upon her) 
ſhe commanded him to go to Mordecai, and bring 


4 Eſther iv. 


her 
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bim) that ſhe ſhould go in 


[ 
[ 
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her word from him what the matter was, and the oc- 
caſion of it. 

With this command Hatach went forth to Mor- 
decai, whom he found in the ftreet of the city, 


which was before the king's gate. And ac- 
Gn him that he came from the q ents brow 


unto 
whole matter unto 4 and wi 
ro 
ſupplication and requeſt unto 
For it was high time now that it 


what people ſhe was of. 
this to queen _ 


peo 
When Hatach had 


ſhe ſent him back to Mordecai again, to put him in 


mind that it was a certain rule, "which all the king's 
ſervants, and the people of the provinces, did know, 
that whoſoever, whether man or woman, did come 
unto the king in the inner court, uncalled, was hable 
by law to be put to death, exc t fuch to whom, as 
particular favour, the ki d hold forth the 
golden ſcepter ; but that, as for her part, ſhe had 
not been called to come in unto the king for theſe 
thirty days laſt paſt. So much was the king taken 
up with his new favourite. 
To this excuſe Mordecai returned her this 
anſwer: © Think not with thyſelf that thou ſhalt 
eſcape in the king's houſe, more than all the Jews; 
for if thou altogether holdeſt thy peace at this time, 
enla ent and deliverance ſhall ariſe to the Jews 
from another place, but thou and thy father's houſe 
ſhall be deftroyed. But confider well what is thy 
part to do; for who knows, whether thou art come 
to the kingdom for ſuch a tine as this ? 
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together ; aſſuring 

would faſt likewiſe, and that after 
go in unto the king, though it was 

and if (added ſhe)? I periſh, 1 

—— „K this ſolemn was over, 
queen Eſther, on her royal apparel, went 
and ſtood in the inner court of the kings houſe *, 
over againſt the royal throne on which the king then 
far. And the Lord fo diſpoſed the heart of the king, 
that when he ſaw queen Eſther ſtanding in the court, 
ſhe obtained favour in his fight, ſo that he held forth 
his golden ſcepter to her. By which, emboldened, ſhe 
drew near, and having ſubmiſſively touched the top 
of the ſcepter, the king aſked her, What ſhe would 
have, and what was her requeſt ? adding, for her encou- 
nt, it ſhall be given thee, even to the half 
of the kingdom.” She then ſaid, If it ſeem good 
unto the king, let the ki and Haman come this 
day unto the banquet which I have prepared for 
him.” 

The king conſenting, gave order that Haman (who 
it ſeems was not then preſent) ſhould have notice 
given him to make haſte, that he might anſwer the 
queen's invitation : ſo that the king and Haman 
_ mw we & uet that Eſther * And 
wine the king to her n, 
n A; 
and what is thy requeſt ? even to the 1 
kingdom it ſhall be performed.“ 

Eſther, willing to engage the king to her as far as 
ſhe could before ſhe brake the buſineſs, and, for 
that end, defirous to have another opportunity with 
him, in humble manner anſwered, My petition 


* Eſther v. 


and 
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and requeſt is, if I now have found favour in the fight 
of the king, and if it pleaſe the king to t my 
tition, and to anſwer my „ let the king and 


come to the banquet which 1 * 
for them to- morrow, and then I will make to 


ag oh my petition.” 
rg and fooliſh Ha- 

* tic with joy, went away with a glad heart; 
but when, as he went forth, he ſaw at the 
king's gate, and obſerved chat he ſtood not up, nor 
moved for him, his haughty ſtomach roſe, and he 
was full of indi Mordecai. Yet he 
kept it in as well as he could, until he was come 
home, and then havi his friends 8 
with Zerech his wife, he, to blazon his 
the firſt place ſet forth the glory of his riches, Br 
the multitude „ _ Bag beat to 
them all the great wherein the had 
moted him, and 2 had advanced him —— 
the reſt of the princes and ſervants of the king; he 
told them alſo, that queen Eſther did let no man 
come in with the king unto the banquet that ſhe had 

repared, but himſelf only; and to-morrow, faid he, 
1 invited unto her again with the king. Yet all 
this (added he) avails me nothing, ſo long as I fee 
Mordecai the Jew fit at the king's gate, not bow 
to ME. 
When Haman had done ſpeaking, his wife and all 
his friends, concurring with him in their reſentment 
of the affront done him by Mordecai, gave him this 
advice: Let a gallows (ſaid they) be made of fifty 
cubits high, and to-morrow ſpeak thou unto the 
king that Mordecai may be hanged thereon; and 
then go thou in menily wich the king unto the 
banquet.” This project took ſo well with Haman, 
that forthwith he cauſed the gallows to be made, 
and ſet up in readineſs. 

But God fo ordered the matter, that that night the 
king could not fleep. Wherefore to divert him, and 
ſpend the tune that the night nught not be tedious to 

| him, 
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him, he called for the book of the records of the 
chronicles; and that being read before him, it was 
found therein that Mordecai had diſcovered the trea- 
fon of Bi and Tereſh, thoſe two chamberlains 
of the king that guarded his door, who were hanged 
for — to lay hands on the king, chap. ii. 
21, &c. 

When the king heard this, he aſked, «© What ho- 
nour and dignity had been done to Mordecai for 
this?” and the king's ſervants, who (as of 
his chamber) then waited on him, telling him there 
had been nothing done for him, the king, that he 
might give further order about it, aſked, « Who is 
there in the court ?” 

Juſt in that juncture was Haman come into the 
outward court of the king's houſe, betimes in the 
morning, to aſk leave of the king that he might 

Mordecai on the gallows which he had pre- 
pared for him; whom the ſervants ſeeing, they told 
the king that Haman ſtood in the court; and the 
king ſaid, Let him come in.“ 

In came Haman, big with hope that he ſhould 
have his will on Mordecai that morning. But before 
he could introduce his requeſt, the king prevented 
him, by aſking him a queſtion ; which was, What 
ſhould be done unto the man whom the king delight- 
eth to honour ?” | 

Self-conceited Haman, concluding in himſelf that 
he was the only man whom the king could delight 
to honour, reſolved to have it in its utmoſt ſplendor, 
Wherefore, in anſwer to the king's ion, he ſaid : 
« For the man whom the king delighteth gags 
let the royal apparel be brought, which 
uſeth to wear, and the horſe that the king ri 
upon, and the crown-royal which is fet upon his 
head; and let this and horſe be delivered to 
one of the king's moſt noble princes, that he may 
therewith array the man, whom the king delighteth 


_ F Eſther vi. 
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of wine !, 
What her 
aſſuring her, as before, it 
—_— be granted, though it were to the one half 
is 5 


thinking it a right time to open her 
made anſwer; If I have found favour in th 
ing, and if it 1 king, ler my life 

at my petition, my people at m 
requeſt : for we are fold, both I and my * 
if we 


forgot, it ſeems, or not well 
_ had , and he had 
granted) in great diſpleaſure aſked, © Who is he? 
Se preſume in his heart to 
do ſuch a thing?“ | 
The adverſary and enemy, replied Eſther, is this 
wicked Haman. 
That word put Haman into a terrible fright. 
Which the king obſerving, and probably thereupon 
calling to mind how Haman had furreptitiouſly 
gotten the decree from him, for the deſtroying of the 
Jews, he aroſe from the banquet of wine in his wrath, 
and went into the palace- ; 
Haman from thence concluding that evil was de- 
termined againſt him by the king, ſtood up to make 
requeſt for his life to Eſther the queen (the life of 
whom, and of all her people, he had fo lately con- 
ſpired againſt, and determined to take away); and 
alling, as a ſuppliant, upon the bed whereon Eſther 
fat, was found in that poſture by the king, when he 
came in again out of the garden. Who, _—_— 
it as an indignity to himſelf, that he (a ſubject, a 
2 criminal) ſhould prefume to ſo indeceatly 


© Eſther vii. 


appeaſed, he gave the houſe of Haman, the Jew's 
enemy, unto queen Eſther the Jew'. And ſhe hav- 
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near the queen; brake forth in this manner, Will 
he force the queen alſo before me in the houſe !” 
Which words were no ſooner out of the king's 
mouth, but the officers that attended forthwith co- 
vered Haman' s face, which to him was a ſure token 
of death. And Harbonah, one of the king's cham- 
berlains, whoſe name ſignifies defrufion (and who 
had notice, it ſeems, of Haman's deſign againſt 
M i)“ acquainting the king that Haman had 
ſet up a gallows in his own houle, fifty cubits high, 
whereon he intended to have — Mordecai, who 
had deferved fo well of the king, the king bid them 


| hang Haman thereon; which immediately they did. 


The king's wrath being now 


by Haman's death 


ing now acquainted the king in what relation Mor- 
decai ſtood to her, the king ſent for Mordecai to come 
before him. And taking off his ring (as he had done 
before to Haman) he gave it unto Mordecai, and 
Eſther ſet Mordecai over the houſe of Haman. 

But though Haman was removed, yet were not 
Eſther and the Jews free from danger and from fear; 
for the decree againſt them ſtood yet in force. Eſther 
therefore adventured once more to ſpeak before 
the king on that occaſion; and falling down at his 
feet, beſought him, with tears, to put away the miſ- 
chief of Haman the Agagite, and the wicked device 
which he had deviſed againſt the Jews. 

The king thereupon holding forth his golden 
ſcepter towards Eſther, to encourage her to ſpeak her 
mind, ſhe aroſe, and ſtanding before the king, faid : 
c If it pleaſe the king, and if I have found favour 
m his fight, let ſomething be written to reverſe the 
letters deviſed by Haman to deſtroy the Jews in all 
the king's provinces. For how can I endure to ſee 
the evil which ſhall otherwiſe come upon my people ? 


> A. M. 3500. | Eſther viii, 


or 
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Ur and Mordecai : © Ye 


have avready given Eltker the houſe of Haman, 

and him they have becauſe he preſumed to 

ews: Write ye now therefore 
you, in the king” 

| ; for as 


and 3 the king's ſeal » that is unalterable, 
no man can reverſe it.” 

The king's ſecretaries being called, other 
letters were written according as Mordecai did dic- 
rate, and directed both to the Jews, and to the king's 
lieutenants, the deputies and rulers of the provinces, 
from India unto Ethiopia, being an hundred twenty- 
ſeven provinces, unto every province and people af- 
ter their age, and to the Jews according to their 
language. Which letters contained a grant and 
authority from the king to the Jews; that upon the 
thirteenth day of the twelfth month (which was the 
day Haman had pitched upon for maſſacring the 
Jews) they might gather themſelves together in every 
City were to ſtand up for their lives; and 
might deſtroy, ſlay, and cauſe to all the power 
of the people and province that would affault them, 
both little ones and women, and take the ſpoil of 
them for a prey. And as thele letters (bearing date 
from the palace at Shuſhan, on the three and twen- 
tieth of the third month) were written in the king's 


name, and ſealed with the king's feal ; fo they were 


diſpatched to the provinces by ſwift poſts with the 
_ thereof 


greateſt expedition that could be, and copies 
ſpeedily pronihed to all the le, that the Jews 
ready againſt that 
avenge them- 
Then 
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her what further ſhe had to make; affuring 
her it ſhould be 
She, taking encou t from that word, an- 


ragemen 
ſwered, If it pleafe the king, let it be granted 
the Jews which are in Shuſhan, to do to-morrow 
alſo as they 
ſons be hanged 

It was now with her but aſk and have; for the 
king commanded that it ſhould be fo done; and a 
decree accordingly was given forth at Shuſhan for it. 
Whereupon Haman's ten ſons (who were ſlain the 
day before) were hanged; and the Jews at Shuſhan, 
gathering themſelves together on the fourteenth day 
of the twelfth month, flew three hundred men more 
there; but on the prey they did not lay their hand. 

For this great deliverance and victory, the Jews, 
in all parts, teſtified their gladnefs, by ing, and 
dy ſending gifts one to another. But the Jews at 
Shuſhan, having two days allowed them to avenge 
themſelves on their enemies, whereas the reſt of the 
Jews, in other places, had but one day given them, 
this cauſed at the firſt ſome difference in the time 
of this feaſting ; for the Jews in all other parts of the 
kingdom, having acquitted themſelves on the thir- 
teenth day, kept their rejoicing-feaſt on the four- 
teenth. But the Jews at Shuſhan, being engaged 
both the thirteenth and fourteenth days in defending 
themſelves, kept the feſtival for their deliverance on 
the fifteenth day. 

But afterwards, when Mordecai had made a re- 
cord of this great deliverance, he ſent letters unto 
all the Jews, far and near, throughout all the pro- 
vinces of king Ahaſuerus, to eſtabliſh it as a ſtand- 
ing ordinance among them, that they ſhould keep 
both the fourteenth and the fifteenth days of the 
month Adar, yearly, as the days whereon the Jews 
reſted from their enemies, and the month that was 
turned unto them from forrow unto joy, and from 
mourning into a good day. In commemoration 
whereof, they ſhould _ thoſe days days of feaſt- 
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INCLUDING THE TWO PROPHETS 


HAGGAI and ZECHARIAH. 


Jeruſalem * either went not forward at all, 
very ſlowly. The work is faid to have 
ceaſed unto the ſecond year of the reign of Darius 
king of Perſia, Ezra iv. 24. But of the many of that 
name, which this was, is not well agreed wri- 
ters. The more common opinion takes him to be 
Darius Artaxerxes, firnamed Longimanus, or Long- 
hand, and him to be the ſon of Darius Hyſtaſpis, or 
Ahafuerus, by Eſther. But it may then occaſion ſome 


\ 3: LL this while the building of the temple at 


Ezra v. A. M. 3508. 
e wonder, 
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wonder, that ſo good a woman as queen Eſther, 
and ſo zealous a Jew as Mordecai, having ſuch power 
as they had with king Ahaſuerus, ſhould not have ſer 
the wheel of that work a going in their time. 

It was by the encouragement which two of the 
Lord's prophets gave, that Zerubbabel and the reſt 
applied themſelves again to the work, as Ezra informs 
us, Chap. v. 1. 

For all the prophets formerly named being by this 
time gone to reſt, the prophets Haggai Zecha- 
riah were raiſed up by the Lord in the ſecond year 
of this king Darius, and ſem to propheſy unto the 
Jews that were in Judah and Jeruſalem, to ſtir them 
up to greater zeal and diligence in the work of the 
Lord. For they, being diſheartened by the oppoſi- 
tion they had met with from their ill neighbours on 
the one hand, and the prohibition from the court 
on the other, had let up a wrong conceit in their 
minds, that the time was not come wherein the 
houſe of the Lord ſhould be built. Wherefore neg- 
lecting that, they ſpent their time in building houles 
for themſelves. 

This the prophet Haggai (unto whom the word of 
che Lord came on the firſt day of the fixth month, in 
the ſecond year of king Darius) reproved them for, di- 
recting his meſſage to Zerubbabel the governor, and 
Jaſhua the high-prieſt, as the two chiefs or repreſen- 
tatives, one of the people, the other of the prieſts. 

Then calling them to conſider the many and great 
diſappointments they had met with *, and the unſuc- 
ceſsfulneſs of their undertakings ſince they had neg- 
lefted the Lord's work, he tells them, that all this 
had happened unto them by God's appointment, 
who had reſtrained the fructifying influences of hea- 
yen, and thereby rendered the earth unfruitful to 
them; whereby they had been afflifted with ſcarcity, 
want, and famine, becauſe they, now that the Lord 


had 
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tieth day of that fixth month, in the ſecond year 
king Darius, after a ceſſation (as ſome compute) of 
about thirty years. 

And becauſe the old men, who had ſeen the former 
temple in its beauty, wept at the laying of the 
foundation of this, when they ſaw how much ſhort it 


i glory 
ſoever it might come ſhort of 
ſtatelineſs of ſtructure) the 
ſhould be greater than that of the former. 
expoſitors, not finding in ſtory made good literally, 
have figuratively applied to the goſpel church, where 
I wiſh all may ſee it. 


© Haggai ii, 
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Haggai was 
cerned to hearten on the Jews in the work of re- 
building the temple, the Lord raiſed up another pro- 
phet, to confirm and ſtrengthen them in their under- 
taki 


This was Zechariah, the ſon of Barachiah, of the 
family of Iddo ; who 
eighth month of the ſecond year 
puts them in mind of their Loud 2 who, 

is prophets, 
him to Apa Then 
like their fathers therein, he 


the building, and the 
- But before they could 

on that fide the river) 
* companions (enemies 
alſo to the Fx but not ſo bitter and implacable 
as the reſt) having gotten notice of their work, came 
and examined them who had commanded them to 
build that houſe, and to make up that wall? De- 

g alſo the names of the men that undertook 


made them give over their 
as they had done formerly. But the eye of 
their God was _ _ the elders of the Jews, and the 
prophets of God helped them; ſo that theſe enemies 
of theirs could not now cauſe them to ceaſe ; where- 
upon the matter was brought before king Darius. 

For when Tatnai, the governor on that ſide of the 
river, with Shethar-Boznai, and his companions the 
Apharſachites, ſaw that the Jews would not be frighted 
from their work, they wrote a letter to king Darius, 
to give him an account of the matter, whereof this 


is the copy: 


4 Zech. i. 
Untg 
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Unto DARIUS the king, all peace. 


« Be it known unto the king, that we went into the 
province of Judea, to the houſe of the great God, 
which is builded with great ſtone, and timber is laid 
in the walls; and this work goeth on faſt, and proſ- 
pereth in their hands. Then aſked we the elders of 


alſo, to ths jntine ther wo mich nor andy exon ine 
of the building, but might give thee the names of 
thoſe them that were chief 1 
work. 
are (ſaid they) the ſervants of 
2 and earth, and build the houſe that was buil 
theſe many years which a great ki 
did build "= . but after that 


carried a the peop 
firſt year of Cyrus the king of Babylon, he made a 
decree to build this houſe of God; and the veſſels of 
gold and filver of the houſe of God, which Nebu- 
chadnezzar took out of the temple that was at Jeru- 
ſalem, and brought into the temple at Babylon, 
thoſe did king Cyrus take out of the temple of Baby- 
lon, and delivered them unto one whoſe name was 
Sheſhbazzar, whom he had made governor, ſaying, 
Take theſe veſſels, go carry them into the temple at 
Jeruſalem, and let the houſe of God be bui in 
its place. W the ſame Sheſhbazzar came, 
and laid the foundation of the houſe of God, which 
is in Jeruſalem ; and ſince that time, even until now, 
hath it been in building, and yet it is not finiſhed. 
Now therefore, if it good to the king, let 


ſearch be made in the king's treaſure-houſe at Baby- 
lon, whether it be ſo that a decree was made by Cy- 
rus the king that this houſe of God at Jeruſalem 
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ſhould be builded ; and let the king ſend his pleaſure 
to us concerning this matter.” 

When this letter came to the king*, ſearch was 
thereupon made in the archives ( (or houſe of the rolls) 
where 'he records were aid up in B bylon, and there 
was found in Achmetha (or Ec — py in the palace 
that was in the province of the Medes, a roll, where- 
in was a record in theſe terms: 

In the firſt year of Cyrus the king, the ſame king 
Cyrus made a decree concerning the houſe of God in 
Judibes of which this was the tenor: 

Let the houſe be builded, the place where they 
offered ſacrifices, and let the foundations be ſtrongly 
laid; the height thereof threeſcore cubits, and the 
breadth thereof threeſcore cubits, with three rows of 
great ſtones and a row of timber; and let the ex- 
nces be given out of the king's houſe. And alſo 
t the golden and filver veſſels of the houſe of God, 
which Nebuchadnezzar took forth out of the temple 
which was at Jeruſalem, and brought unto Babylon, 
be reſtored and brought back again unto the temple 
which is to be built at Jeruſalem, and let them be 
placed in their own places in the houſe of God *.” 

When king Darius had read this decree of Cyrus, 
he Ggnified the contents thereof to Tatnai, Shethar- 
Boznai, and their companions the Apharſachites; and 
withal gave them a ftrict charge, that they ſhould be 
far from moleſting or hindering the Jews in their 
build: but that they ſhould let the work of the 

houſe of God alone, and let the ernors and elders 
of in its place. 

« Moreover (ſaid he, in Ns ks in anſwer to 
theirs) I make a decree, what ye ſhall do to the 
elders of theſe Jews, for the building of this houſe of 
God, viz. That out of the king beyond the 
river, expences be forthwith given to theſe men, that 
they be not hindered. And what they have need of 
for the burnt-offering of the God of heaven, both of 


© Ezra vi. 
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with ſpeed.” 
Governor Tatnai, with Shethar-Boznai, and their 
companions, having received theſe letters from the 
king, in compliance therewith ſpeedily furniſhed the 
— with all neceſſaries for their — * And the 
wor ng on * „ through encou- 
— which e "I the Jews received from 
the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, the houſe was 
finiſhed on the third day of the month Adar (which 
is the twelfth month), in the ſixth year of the reign of 
this king Darius. 

The building thus finiſhed *, the children of Iſrael, 
both prieſts, Levites, and (called by a ge- 
neral name the children of the captivity, that is, all 
ſuch of them as were returned from the captivity), 
together with all thoſe proſelytes that had ſe d 
themſclves unto them, from the filthineſs of hea- 
then of the land, to ſeek the Lord God of IIrael, 
kept the feaſt of the dedication of the houſe of God 
with joy, and with great offerings. And having ſet 
the prieſts in their diyiſions, and the Levites in their 
courſes for the ſervice of God, according to the pre- 
ſcript of Moſes, they kept the paſſover on the four- 
teenth day of the firſt month, and the feaſt of un- 


f Zech. vii. 
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leavened bread ſeven days with ag: fr the Lord 
made them joyful, by turning the of the king 
unto them, to ſtrengthen their hands in the work of 
—_—_— _ 

The Jews, it feems, in captivity, agreed 
among themſelves to obferve ſeveral faſts, on certain 
mournful occaſions ; as one on the tenth month, on 
the day that Jeruſalem was 2 Ki XXV. 1. 
Another in the fourth month, when the city was ta- 
ken, Jer. In. 6,7. Another in the fifth month, when 
the temple was deſtroyed by fire, Jer. lii. 12. And 
another in the ſeventh month, when their governor 
Gedaliah _—_ 5 1, & p 

Theſe days t ept with faſting and weep- 
ing, and abſtaining from company and buſineſs. But 
now a doubt aroſe among them concerning the faſt 
in the fifth month (which was for the deſtruction of 
the temple), whether they ſhould keep that faſt ſtill, 
now that the temple was rebuilded. And upon this 
occaſion the Jews (whether they that were returned, 
or they that were not yet returned from Babylon, is 
not agreed among in ) ſent their ambaſſa- 
dors or deputies (Sherezer and melech, with 
their men) to inquire of the Lord, by the prieſts, 
which were in the houſe of the Lord of hoſts, and 


by the prophets, whether ſhould weep in the 
fifth month, and ſeparate Ae An as they done 


own appointing he was not concerned (w 
plainly intimated, that nothing in religion of 
inſtitution is accepted the Lord): and that it 
would pleaſe him better, wy ſee them execute 
judgment, and ſhew mercy compaſſion ev 
— bs hacer, and abſtain from — * 
dow, the fatherleſs, the ſtranger, the poor, and 
ſrom imagining evil one againſt another in their 
hearts, than to be ever ſo obſervant 

88. 
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This Ezra was a prieſt (whoſe genealogy, in chap. 
vii. Ar — — Ceri h. 
the law of God, who had hitherto fſtaid at Babylon, 
the captivity which had not yet re- 
now, there being great want of ſuch 
man at Jeruſalem, to inſtruct the le in the too 


—— that work, and gave him 
favour with the king to furniſh him for the jour- 


8 when Ezra had acquainted the king with his 
purpoſe, and requeſted leave of him that he might go, 
the king gave him not only licence to go, but an 
ample commiſſion to take with him whomſoever he 
would, and what alſo he ſhould judge needful, both 
for his journey thither, and ſervice there. Of which 
commiſſion this was the tenor : | 


ARTAXERXES, king of kings, unto EZRA the 
ieſt, a perfe&t ſcribe of the law of the God of 
aven, greeting ! 


© T make a decree, That all they of the people of 
Iſrael, and of his prieſts and Levites in my realm, 
which of their own free-will are minded to go up to 
Jeruſalem, may go with thee ; foraſmuch as thou 
art ſent of the king, and of his ſeven counſellors, to 


© A.M, 3513. 
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inquire concerning Judah and Jeruſalem, 
» the low of the God which is in thine tank, 
carry the filver and gold which the king and his 
counſellors have freely offered unto the God of Ifrael, 
whoſe habitation is in Jeruſalem ; and all the filver 

Id that thou canſt find in all the provinces of 
Babylon, with the free-will offerings of the people, 
and of the prieſts, offering willingly for the houſe of 
their God which is at Jeruſalem ; that thou 
with this money bullocks, lambs, and 
their meat-offerings and drink 
the altar of 
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five hundred pounds), and 
to an hundred meafures (cors) of wheat (a cor con- 
— gy buſhels and five gallons, makes five hun- 
dred fixty-two buſhels and a , and to an hundred 
baths of wine (a bath being the tenth of an omer, 
and containing four gallons and an half, makes four 
hundred and fifty gallons), and to an hundred barrels 
of oil, and falt without meaſure. Whatſoever is com- 
manded by the God of heaven, let it be diligentl 
done for his houſe; for why ſhould there be wra 
againſt the king and his ſons ? Alſo we certify you, 
that touching any of the prieſts and Levites, fingers, 
porters, Nethinims, or miniſters of this houſe of 
God, it ſhall not be lawful to impoſe 
cuſtom upon them. And thou Ezra, after the wiſ- 
dom of thy God that is in thi 
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that are beyond the river (that is, all ſuch as know 
the laws of thy God, and teach them that know them 
not). And whoſoever will not do the law of thy God, 
and the law of the king, let judgment be ſpeedily 
executed upon him ; whether it be unto death, or to 
baniſhment, or to confiſcation of goods, or to impri- 
fonment.” 

Ezra, having received theſe letters from the king, 
bleſſed the Lord, in a thankful acknowledgment of 


his mercy, in having put it into the king's heart to 
oy (0s houſe of the Lord in Jeruſalem, and in 
him favour with the king, and with his coun- 


being in number one thouſand four hundred ninety 
and fix (of whom there is a muſter-roll in chap. vin. 
from ver 2. 10 15.) Eara drew down to th river that 


runneth to Ahava; where _ 
he took an account of the the prieſts, but 
found no Levites nor Nethinims 


Wherefore he ſent back Eliezer, and 


a a) requiring him to 
ea" for the ſervice 


ty Nethinims, who were 
ſervile work of the tem 
Gibeonites were 8 
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ip both money and plate, and apprehenſive of the 
142 NAT. 2 


; 


75 
74 


might — © agrees - wel before 
ore his guidance, direction, and care 
ittle ones, and all their ſubſtance. F 
might, for aſking, have had a convoy 

| for their defence, he was aſhamed to it; 
before told the king, that the hand of their God 
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ceptance, they committed themſelves to his protec- 
tion, and ſet forward again. And Ezra having drawn 


| pounds. The filver veſſels weighed 
an hundred talents, which came oy thou- 
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dred and fifty thouſand pounds. Which three ſums 
together raiſe ſeven hundred thirty-one thouſand 
two hundred and fifty pounds. Beſides all which, 
there were twenty baſons of gold, of a thouſand 
drams, and two veſſels of fine copper as precious as 
gold. All which the prieſts and Levites took the 
charge of, to bring to the houſe of their God in Je- 
ruſalem. 
| Ir was on the firſt day of the firſt month, that 

Ezra ſet forth with his troops from Babylon; and on 
the twelfth day of the ſame month, having diſpoſed 
all things in order, they left the river of Ahava, where 
they had made an halt, and purſued their j to 
Jeruſalem; where they arrived on the firſt day of 
the fifth month, chap. vii. 9. and viii. 32. ſo that 
they ſpent four months complete in the journey. 
Nor was their fear of robbers altogether groundleſs; 
for they were way- laid, it ſeems; but the Lord was 
with them, and delivered them from the hand of 
their enemies, and of ſuch as lay in wait by the 
way. 
Alter they were come to Jeruſalem, they lay ſtill 
three days to reſt and refreſh themſelves, and on the 
fourth day they diſcharged themſelves of the treafure 
they had brought; delivering it by weight, in the 
houſe of the Lord, to thoſe prieſts that were appointed 
to receive and take the charge of it, and an inven- 
tory was made of both the number and weight. 

Then were burnt-offerings offered unto the God of 
Iſrael, by the children of thoſe that had been carried 
away, and which were now come out of the captivity. 
After which, Ezra delivering the king's commiſſions 
unto the king's lieutenants and governors on that 
ſide the river, they, in obedience thereunto, furniſhed 
the people with all things neceſſary to the ſervice of 
the houſe of God. 

But now came on Ezra's exerciſe. For ſome of 
the princes, or chief of the Ifraclites, came to him, 


! Ezra ix. | 
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and told him, that the of Iſrael, and the 

the people of the land, namely, the Canaanites, 
Hittites, Perizzites, Jebuſites, Ammonites, Moabites, 
Egyptians, and Amorites; but did according to their 
abominations. For they had taken of their daugh- 
ters for _ _ * d and to their ſons, 
though expreſsly forbidden, Deut. vii. 3. By which 
means the holy ſeed had mingled Pra? with the 
people of thoſe lands; and (which made it the 
worſe, and the harder to be reformed) the princes 
and rulers had been chief in this trefj | 

When Ezra heard this, he rent his ts, and 
for meer grief plucking off the N of his head and 
beard, he fat down aſtoniſhed until the evening-ſa- 
crifice. During which time, ſuch of the ple as 
trembled at the words of the God of lirael, be- 
cauſe of or CESS 00 others of the capti- 
vity that drawn into this evil, gathered 
rol - about him. 

But when the time of the evening-ſacrifice was 
come (which was the twelfth hour with them, who 
began the day at fix in the morning, and anſwers the 
fixth hour in the afternoon with us) Ezra, falling on 
his knees, and ſpreading out his hands unto the 
Lord his God, thus poured forth the grief of his 
ſoul before him : 

« O my God (faid he) I am aſhamed, and bluſh 
to lift up my face unto thee, my God; for our ini- 
quities are increaſed over our heads, and our treſpaſs 
is grown up unto the heavens. Since the days of our 
fathers have we been in a great treſpaſs unto this day. 
And for our iniquities have we, our kings, and our 
prieſts, been delivered into the hands of the kings 


' 
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of the nations, to the ſword, to captivity, and to 
be made a ſpoil, and to confuſion of face, as at this 
day. And now, for a little ſpace, grace (or favour) 
hath been ſhewed from the Lord our God, to leave 
us a remnant to eſcape, and to give us a nail (mean- 
ing a ſettlement) in his holy place; that our God 

may 
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may lighten our eyes, and give us a little reviving 
in our : for we were bondmen; yet our 
God hath not forſaken us in our „but hath 
extended mercy unto us, in the fight of the ki 

of Perſia, to give us a reviving, ae 
up the houſe of our God, and repair the deſolations 


we ſay after this? For we have forſaken thy com- 
mandments, which thou haſt commanded by thy 


ſervants the prophets, ſaying, The land, unto which 
ye go to poſſeſs it, is unclean with the filthineſs of 
the thereof, by reaſon of their abominations, 
which have filled it, from one end to the other, with 
their uncleanneſs. Give not therefore your davghters 
unto their ſons, neither take their daughters unto your 
ſons, nor ſeek their peace or their wealth (that is, 
their welfare) for ever; that ye may be ſtrong, and 
eat the good of the land, and leave it for an inheri- 
rance to your children for ever. And now, after all 
that hath come upon us for our evil deeds, and for 
our great treſpaſſes, ſeeing thou, our God, haſt pu- 
niſhed us leſs than our iniquities deſerve, and haſt 
given us ſuch deliverance as this, ſhould we in 
break thy commandments, and join in affinity with 
the people of theſe abominations, wouldft not thou 
be angry with us, till thou haſt confumed us, ſo that 
there ſhould be no remnant, nor eſcaping ? O Lord 
God of Iſrael, thou art righteous; for we remain yet 
eſcaped, as it appeareth this day. Behold, we are 
before thee in our treſpaſſes, but we cannot ſtand be- 
fore thee, becauſe of this.” 

When Ezra had ended his confeſſion and prayer, 
ing, and caſting himſelf down before the houſ: 
of *; the Lord wrought ſo upon the hearts of the 
people, that there afſembled unto him out of Iſrael 
a very great congregation of men, women, and chil- 
dren; and the people wept very fore, Which when 


& Ezra x. 
D d 2 Shechaniah 
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Shechaniah (a man of a conſiderable family in Ifrael) 
obſerved, he, for himſelf and the reſt of the people, 


thus ſpake unto Ezra: 

« We have indeed treſpaſſed againſt our God, in 
having taken ſtrange wives of the people of the land; 
yet from this appearance of repentance, and diſpoſi- 
tion to reformation, there is ground of hope in Iſrael 
concerning this thing. Let us now therefore make 
a covenant with our God to put away all the ſtrange 
wives, and ſuch as are born of them, according to 
the counſel of my lord, and of thoſe that tremble 
at the commandment of our God (whom the fear of 
God hath preſerved out of this tranſgreſſion) ; and 
let it be according to the law. And in order 
thereunto, ariſe, thou, Ezra, for this matter belongeth 

incipally unto thee (to whom God hath given both 
arning to perfuade, and authority to require it of 
the people); yet we alſo will be with thee ; therefore 
be of good courage and do it.” 

Then Ezra, riſing up from before the houſe of 
God (where, it ſeems, he had all this while lain pro- 
ſtrate before the Lord) made the chief prieſts, with 
the Levites, and all Iſrael, to ſwear that they would 
do according to this word. After which, having re- 
tired himfelf. into the chamber of Johanan, that he 
might there faſt and mourn, he cauſed lamation 
to be made unto all the children of the captivity 
throughout Judah and Jeruſalem, that they ſhould 
themſelves together unto Jeruſalem within 
three days, upon penalty that whoſoever ſhould neg- 
let to come within that time, ſhould forfeit all 
his ſubſtance, and be himſelf ſeparated from the con- 
gregation of Iſrael. 

Upon this ſummons all the men of Judah and 
Benjamin flocked in unto Jeruſalem within the three 
days. But it being the ninth month, the ſeaſon 
proved very wet ; ſo that the people fitting in the 
ftreet before the houfe of God trembled ; partly be- 
cauſe of the guilt they were under, and partly for the 


great 
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great rain, which perhaps they might take to be a 
judgment upon them ies ke 4 

Being thus gathered her, Ezra the prieſt, 
ſtanding up, did thus open the buſineſs unto them : 

«© Ye have tranſgreſſed, in that ye have taken 
ſtrange wives to increaſe the treſpaſs of Iſrael. Now 
therefore make confeſſion unto the Lord God of your 
fathers, and do his will, in ſeparating yourſelves from 
the people of the land, and from the ſtrange wives.” 

To this all the congregation, anſwering with a loud 
voice, ſaid; As thou haſt ſaid, ſo muſt we do. 
But the people are many, and it is a time of much 
rain, ſo that we are not able to ſtand abroad; neither 
is this the work of one day or two, for we are many 
that have tranſgreſſed in this thing. Now therefore, 
let our rulers throughout all the congregation ſtand 
for us. And let all them who have taken ftrange 
wives in our ſeveral cities come, at appointed times, 
and with them the elders and judges of every city (to 
teſtify that theſe are all that are guilty in that 
place) : and fo proceed from time to time, until the 
fierce wrath of our God, for this matter, be turned 
from us.” . 1 Cs . 

This tion being approved, and agreed to, 
Ezra the 3 and certain * of the fathers, ac- 
cording to their families (having ſome few others 
added to them as aſſiſtants) were by name deputed 
to that ſervice: who on the firſt of the tenth month 
ſat down to examine that matter, and did not make 
an end with all the men that had taken ſtrange wives, 
until the firſt day of the firſt month following. 

But when they had gone through the work, and 
had taken a liſt of all the names of all the men, both 
prieſts and people, that had taken ſtrange wives (of 
whom ſome had children by them) they made them. 
give the hand (which was a certain ceremony of giv- 
ing ſecurity, uſed to confirm a covenant, as in Ezek. 
xvli. 18.) that they would put them away. Which 
done, they offered their treſpaſs- offering according 
to the law, and ſo the matter ended. 

D d 3 | But 
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both in the p 


2 in 1, 
which gave r Jews 


to teach in Iſrael 
10. yet he ſeems not to been 
the exerciſe of civil authority, as 
the people and ſtate of the place required. 
Wherefore it pleaſed the Lord to fend another 
his ſervants thither to carry on that work, and finiſh 
what of it yet remained. This was Nehemiah, 
of the captive Jews, who was cup-bearer to ki 
Artaxerxes, and in eſpecial favour with him, 


THE 


THE 


B O O 
NE HE MIA, 
INCLUDING 


The Prophet MALACHI; 


AND 


Containing an Hiſtory (as ſome compute) of 
about Seventy Years. 


EHEMIAH being at Shuſhan, the king's palace 

IN ie (where his office required his ns go 
one day with certain of his brethren, men 
A . Jeruſalem, and were come 
back again to Chaldea, he inquired of them con- 
cerning the Jews that were returned from the capti- 
vity, and concerning the ſtate of Jeruſalem. They 
told him that the remnant waich were left of the cap- 


„ Nehem, i. A. M. 3526. 
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tivity there, in the province of Judea, were in great 
affliction, and under foul reproach from their enemies: 
that the wall of Jeruſalem remained broken down, 
and the gates thereof burnt with fire, as the Baby- 
lonians had left ir, when Nebuchadnezzar had ſacked 
the city, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 19. and Jer. lii. 13, 14. 

This fo affected Nehemiah, that (though he 
himſelf, for himſelf wanted nothing, living in the fa- 
vour of his prince, and affluence of all things neceſ- 
ſary), he ſat down and wept; and having mourned 
and faſted ſeveral days, he at length poured forth his 
ſupplication to the Lord in this manner : 

I beſeech thee, O Lord God of heaven, the great 
and terrible God, that keepeth covenant and mercy 
for them that love him, and obſerve his commandment, 
Jet thine ear now be attentive, and thine eyes open, 
that thou mayſt hear the prayer of thy ſervant, which 
I pray before thee now, day and night, for the chil- 
dren of Iſrael, thy ſervants, and confeſs the fins of 
the children of Iſrael which we have ſinned againſt 
thee. Both I and my father's houſe have finned. 
We have dealt very corruptly againſt thee, and have 
not kept the commandments, nor the ſtatutes, nor 
the judgments, which thou commandedſt by thy ſer- 
vant Moſes, when thou ſaidſt (Deut. iv. 25, &c.) 
« If ye tranſgreſs, I will ſcatter you abroad among the 
nations ; but if ye turn again unto me, and keep my 
commandments, and do them, though there were 
of you caſt out unto the uttermoſt part of heaven, 
yet will I gather them from thence, and bring them 
unto the place where I have choſen to ſet my name.” 
Now fince theſe are thy ſervants and thy people, 
whom thou haſt redeemed by thy great power, and 
by thy ſtrong hand; I beſeech thee, O Lord, let 
now thine ear be attentive to the prayer of thy ſer- 
vant, and to the prayer of thy ſervants who defire to 
fear thy name; and proſper thou, I pray thee, thy 
ſervant this day, and grant me favour in the fight of 
the king.” 

By 


Part III. SACRED HISTORY. 409 


By thus continually mourning, faſting, and afflict- 
ing himſelf, for the fake of his brethren, his coun- 
try, and the holy city, Nehemiah had imprinted ſuch 
tokens of ſorrow in his face, that when his turn came 
to wait, and, according to his office, he took up the 
wine to preſent it to the king, the king obſerved it ; 
and he not having been uſed, in former times, to be 
ſad in the king's preſence, the king thereupon ſaid 
to him, Why is thy countenance ſad, ſeeing thou 
art not fick ? This is nothing elſe but ſorrow of heart.” 

Though Nehemiah was {truck with fear upon the 
king's diſcovering the trouble of his mind, out of an 
awful regard he had to him ; yet, the king having 
given him fo fair an occaſion to open unto him the 
cauſe of his grief, he took heart. And having uſed 
the common apprecation of ſubjects to princes in 
thoſe times [Let the king live for ever II How 
(faid he) can my countenance be otherwiſe than ſad, 
when the city, the place of my fathers ſepulchres, 
heth waſte, and the gates thereof are conſumed with 
fire?” 

The king thereupon aſking him what he would re- 
queſt, he, lifting up his heart to God for aſſiſtance, 
anſwered ; If it pleaſe the king, and if thy ſervant 
hath found favour in thy ſight, my requeſt is, that 
thou wouldeſt fend me to Jeruſalem, the city of my 
fathers ſepulchres, that I may build it.“ 

Now found Nehemiah the anſwer of his prayer“. 
For God gave him fo great favour with the king, 
that when the king had aſked him (the queen alto 
fitting by) how long his journey ſhould be? and 
within what time he would return? and Nehemiah 
had ſet a time, the king not only gave him leave to 
go, but upon Nehemiah's further requeſt, gave him 
letters both to the governors of the provinces beyond 
the river, charging them to convey him fafely over, 
until he ſhould come into Judea, and to the keeper 
of the king's foreſt, commanding him to furniſh him 
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with 
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with timber for beams for the gates of the palace, 
and for the walls, and for the building of an houſe 
for Nehemiah himſelf, as governor, to dwell in, while 
he ſhould reſide there. 

Thus furniſhed, Nehemiah ſet forward ; and when 
he was come to the governors, and had delivered 
his credentials to them, they, ſeeing the equi in 
which he came (for the king had ſent ſome 


the 
captains of his army, with horſemen, to attend him 
thither), received him with due reſpect. Only San- 
ballat the Horonite (a Toparch, or chief officer 
among the Moabites) and Tobiah the Ammonite 
(called the ſervant, becauſe, as ſome think, he was 
a vaſſal to the Perſian monarch ; though otherwiſe a 
man of prime note among the Ammonites) being 
great enemies to the Jews, were exceedingly vexed, 
when they heard that there was a man come to ſeek 
the welfare of the children of Iſrael. 

But Nehemiah, not regarding them, purfued his 
zourney to Jeruſalem ; whither being come, and hav- 
ing ſpent three days there, he aroſe one night, and 
taking only ſome few men with him, he went out 
privately to take a view of the breaches that were in 
the walls of the city, without telling any man what 
God had put in his heart to do. 

Going out therefore by the gate of the valley be- 
fore the -well, he rode on to the dung-port 
(called fo, becauſe the filth and ſoilage of the city 
was uſually carried forth through that gate), and, 
viewed the walls of the city on that fide, which he 
found were broken down, and the gates thereof con- 
ſumed with fire. Thence directing his courſe to 
the gate of the fountain, and to the king's pool 
(each taking name from the pool Siloah, or Siloam) 
he found the way ſo ruinous, that there was no place 
for the beaſt he rode on to paſs. Wherefore turning 
from thence, he went up (while it was yet night) by 
the brook ; and having on that fide alſo viewed the 
wall, he turned back again: and entering the city by 
the gate of the valley (through which he went forth) 

he 
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he returned home; none of the Jews, neither 
n@oles, rulers, nor workmen (fave thoſe few that went 
with him) whither he went, or what he did; 
for he had not yet opened his purpoſe to any of 
But after he had from this view ſatisfied 
himſelf what was needful to be done ©, he called his 
brethren the Jews together, and thus beſpake them : 
« Ye ſee (faid he) the diſtreſs we are in; how Je- 
ruſalem lieth waſte, and the walls thereof are burnt 


ing and him, ſhewin 
and authority which the king had given him. Where- 
upon they all cried out, Let us ariſe and build;“ 
and ſtrengthening one another, they chearfully ſet 
their hands to the work. 

But when Sanballat and Tobiah, with Geſhem (a 
Toparch or governor in Arabia) heard that they were 
going to build (which they ſoon did, by means of 
Tobiah's wife, who was a Jeweſs), they laughed them 
to ſcorn; and in contempt of them ſaid, © What is 
this thing ye do; will ye rebel againſt the king ? 

Nehemiah thereupon letting them know that he had 
ſufficient warrant for what he did, added, The 
God of heaven will "ponder us ; therefore we his ſer- 
vants will riſe and build. But as for you (ſaid he) 
ye need not trouble yourſelves about it, for ye have 
no portion nor right, no, nor any memorial (no re- 
giſter nor monument) in Jeruſalem, to ſhew that ye, 
or any of your anceſtots, did ever belong to God.” 

By this means rid, for the preſent, of theſe envious 
2 the Jews went on with their 
building; Eliaſhib their high-prieſt, with his brethren 
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the prieſts, ſetting them a good pattern, by building 
up the ſheep-gate, the neareſt ro the temple, and 
through which the ſheep, which were offered in ſacri- 
fices, were uſually brought. This gate the prieſts 
took upon them to build, and did both Fnith and 
dedicate it. Whoſe example the people following, 
divided the work among them, ſome taking one part, 
ſome another, as is particularly ſet forth in this third 
chapter ; where we may obſerye, that ſome parts of 
the work were undertaken by private families, as in 
ver. 4. 6, &c. ſome parts by bodies politick or cor- 
porations, as by the men of Jericho, ver. 2. by the 
Tekoites, ver. 5. (where a brand is ſet on their 
nobles, for not putting their necks to the work of the 
Lord); * by companies or trades, as the 
goldſmiths and the merchants, ver. 32. And ſome 
were ſo zealous and forward, that when they had fi- 
niſhed one piece of the work, they undertook another, 
as Merimoth, ver. 4. and 21. and the pqor Tekoites 
(though deſerted by their lords), ver. 5. and 27. 

Thus many hands making light work, the building 
went on apace. Which when Sanballat underſtood, 
he was wroth, and in great indignation mocked the 
Jews. And to animate the foldiers againſt them, 
he faid to his brethren (or companions) in the hear- 
ing of the army of Samaria, What do theſe feeble 
Jews intend to do? Will they fortify themſelves ? 
Will they ſacrifice ? Will they make an end in a day? 
Will they revive. the ſtones out of the heaps of the 
rubbiſh which are burnt?” Whereupon Tobiah, to 
ſhew his contempt alſo of the Jews and their under- 
taking, deridingly added, Even that which they 
build 1s fuch, that if but a fox go up upon it, ſhe ſhall 
break down their ſtone wall.” 

Theſe ſcornful taunts kindled a zeal in good Ne- 
hemiah to ſpread his complaint before the Lord, and 
to cry unto him for vengeance upon thoſe malicious 
oppoſers of his people and work. But the work 
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notwithſtanding went forward ; for the people, en- 
couraged by Nehemiah, and heartily engaged in their 
own minds, carried it on with that earneſt diligence, 
that in a little time the parts of the wall were joined 
together, and raiſed to half its height. 

But when Sanballat and Tobiah, with their ac- 
complices (the Arabians, Ammonites, and Aſhdod- 
ires), heard that the walls of Jeruſalem were ſo 
near made up, and that the breaches began to be ſtop- 
ped, they raged exceedingly, and conſpired all of 
them together to go and fight againſt Jeruſalem, that 
they might hinder the work. And fo cloſely had 
they laid their deſign, and intended to carry it fo 
privately on, that the Jews ſhould not fee any of 
them, nor ſhould know any thing of the matter, until 
they were got in among them, and were killing and 
flaying them. 

But though this confpiracy was carried on with 
all imaginable ſecrecy, yet the Jews which dwelt by 
them got notice of it; and hafting to Jeruſalem, in- 
formed their brethren there of the deſign that was 
formed againſt them; letting them know, that their 
enemies did not intend to proclaim war, nor to bring 
it to a pitched battle, but to take them at unawares, 
and unprovided, and to ſet upon them in all places 
where they could find an advantage. 

This made the Jews (having firſt poured forth their 
prayers unto Almighty God for help) ſet a watch 
day and night againſt their enemies, to diſcover and 
give notice of their approaches. And becauſe the 
men of Judah complained that the ſtrength of the 
bearers of burdens was decayed, and fo much rub- 
biſh yet remained to be removed, that they ſhould 
not be able both to carry away the earth, and to de- 
fend themſelves while they were working at the wall; 
therefore Nehemiah ſet the reſt of the people, accor- 
ding to their families, in the lower places behind the 
wall, as well as on the higher places, armed with 
their ſwords, their ſpears, and their bows, that they 
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might be both a defence and encouragement to the 


workmen. 

Which done, Nehemiah, having taken a view of 
them, went amongſt them to chear and hearten them 
on; bidding both the nobles and rulers, and the reſt 
of the people, not to be afraid of them, but to re- 
member the Lord, who is great and terrible; and if 
(faid he) they aſſault you, fight for your brethren, 
— and your daughters, your wives, and your 


Tos Bags. Boy on l. 
underſtood that San is party, finding 
— deſign was diſcovered, and that the Jews were 
prepared to receive them, had let it fall. Where 
upon the Jews, wing that God had brought to 
nought the counſel of their enemies, returned all of 
them to the wall, every one to his work. Yet fo, 
that from that time forward, one half of Nehemiah's 
ſervants (ſuppoſe his guards) wrought in the work, 
and the other half held the weapons and armour in 
readineſs, if need ſhould be, and the rulers ſtood be- 
hind the people to back them. Moreover, the 
builders had every one his ſword by his fide whilſt 
he builded : and all the labourers, as well they that 
laded the burdens, as they that bare them, wrought 
hand, and held a weapon with 


Thus went they on, Plying the work hard ; for 
pears 


half of them held the from break of day, 
till the ſtars appeared at night. „ 
| m1 
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miah cauſed all the workmen, with their ſervants, 
to lodge within Jeruſalem, that they might be a 
| to the city in the night, as well as labour in 
it in the day. And fo intent and watchful was Ne- 
hemiah in the work, that neither he, nor his bre- 
thren, nor his ſervants, nor the guards, did any of 
them put off their clothes, except it were to ſhift 
themſelves for waſhing. 

While thus all hands were buſily employed*, a 
diſcontent brake out among the common people, 
which was likely to have given a troubleſome di- 
verſion from the work, if it had not been timely and 
diſcretely compoſed ; the occaſion whereof was this: 

There being a dearth or famine in the land, pro- 
viſions were grown ſcarce and dear, and the poorer 
ſort of people, being continually engaged in the pub- 
lick buildings, had not time to improve their own 
eſtates to the beſt advantage for themſelves and their 
families; ſo that they began to be preſſed with 
ſtraits, and the rich, who by the law (Deut. xv. 7, 8.) 
ſhould have helped them frecly, inſtead thereof, did 
rather oppreſs them with uſurious exactions. 

This burthen, when they had long borne it, grew 
ſo heavy and uneaſy to them, that it made them break 
forth into a general complaint, both the men and 
their wives, againſt their brethren the rich Jews. 
Some of them alledged that they had great families 
to maintain, and therefore were fain to take up 
corn (upon truſt) to keep them alive. Others ſaid 
they had mortgaged their lands, vineyards, and hou- 
ſes, for money to buy corn, becauſe of the dearth. 
And there were allo that faid, they had been 
forced to take up money upon their lands and vine- 
yards to pay the king's tribute, which all the Jews 
were ſubject to (Ezra iv. 13.) except the prieſts and 
other miniſterial officers belonging to the houſe of 
God (Ezra vii. 24). But though they thus aſſigned 
divers cauſes of their poverty and ftraits, yet in this 
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they all agreed, that though their fleſh was as good 
as the fleſh of their rich brethren, and their children 
as near and dear to them as the rich mens children 
to them, yet they were driven to ſuch neceſſi- 
ties by their brethrens exactions upon them, that 
they were fain to ſubject their ſons to bondage, and 
their alaughters to be ſervants. And they inſtanced 
that ſome of their daughters were brought into bon- 
dage already, and it was not in their power to redeem 
them, becauſe other men had their lands and vine- 


8. 
When Nehemiah had heard this great complaint, 
he was very angry. And conſulting with himſelf 
how he might remedy this miſchief, he rebuked the 
nobles and the rulers for exacting uſury every one 
of his poor brother. And that he might the better 
youu upon them, he 41 a great aſſem- 
ly of the people againſt them, before whom he rea- 
ſoned thus with them: 

« We (faid he) according to our ability (and in- 
deed according to our duty, Levit. xxv. 48.) have 
redeemed our brethren the Jews which were fold unto 
the heathen ; and will you even fell your brethren ? 
Or ſhall they be fold unto us ?” This put thoſe op- 
preſſing Jews to ſuch a nonplus, that, not knowing 
what anſwer to give, they held their e. Where- 
upon Nehemiah purſuing the point, Lad, ce It is not 
9 that ye do. Ought ye not to walk in the 
ear of our God, were it but to avoid the reproach 
of our enemies the heathen ? I likewiſe, and my bre- 
thren, and ſervants, might exact of them money 
and corn; I pray you let us leave off this uſury: re- 
ſtore I pray you this day to them their lands, their 
w oth] oy and their olive-yards, and their houſes, and 

undredth part alſo of the money, corn, wine, and 

ye exact of them.” | 
this they all agreed, ſaying, We will reſtore 
» and will require nothing of them, but will do 
haſt ſaid.” Whereupon Nehemiah, taking 
them at their word, called the priefts, and in their 
| preſence 
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_ his lap, 
way ſhake 
from 
not 


upon the people by 
tion, but by a ſelf-denying 


that had 
„ taking proviſions of them for their 
ſhekels of 
ſilver (that is, fifty ſhillings) by the day; and ſuffered 
even their ſervants to bear rule over the people; 
Nehemiah not only did not fo, becauſe of the fear of 
God that was upon him, but he forebore buying 
any land for himſelf, and was continually employed, 
both he and his ſervants, in or about the work of the 
wall. And during the whole twelve years time of 
his government, from the twentieth to the two-and- 
thirtieth year of king Artaxerxes, he not only for- 
bore to take the governor's maintenance, but at his 
own C kept an open houſe ; having commonly 
at his table an hundred and fifty of the Jews and 
rulers, beſides thoſe that came in unto him from 
the heathen. 

Anſwerable to ſuch a family was the iſion of 
his houſe. For every day he had an ox drefled, and 
fix choice ſheep, beſides fowls; and once in ten days, 
ſtore of all ſorts of wine. 1 
his own charge, not requiring owance due to 
him as governor, becauſe he ſaw the burthen was 
heavy upon the people. 

By this encouraged, the people plied the work fo 
hard, that now the wall was builded, and all the 
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ſo near finiſhed, might 


praying to God to encourage and ſtrengthen 
wen Pe (the fon of De- 
the prieſt), whom he found ſhut up, under 

(as is ſuppoſed) of a vow he had made the the 
of Nehemiah, which he feigned to be much 


for. 


remple upon them. 

T Nehemiah, not then ſuſpecting Shemaiah 
of falſhood, did not at firſt apprehend his deſign; 
yet from a ſenſe of religion and honour with reſpe& 
to the work he was engaged in, and the ſtation he 


der my circumſtances would go into the temple to 
ſave his life ? I will not go in.” 
When Nehemiah had given this reſolute anſwer, 
he perceived by the effect it had on Shemaiah, that 
God had not ſent him with that meſſage to him ; but 
that, being hired by Tobiah and Sanballat, he had 
ounced that prophecy againſt him, on purpoſe to 
ve put him in fear, and have drawn him into 
ſomething which might have furniſhed them with 
matter for an evil report, wherewith they would have 
hed him. | 
But Nehemiah was preſerved out of all their ſnares. 


And having committed himſelf to God, the righteous 
judge and avenger of his fuffering ſervants, he went 
Ee2 boldly 
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this work was 


were much dejected in their 


they 
ceived that 


Y Iran 
1 1111111875 


them, underſtood the building was 
the God of the Jews. 
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Yet for all this Nehemiah was not free from both 


uently to 
linking himſelf and his f 11 
amily in marriages —_ 
them, had gotten a great intereſt in Jeruſalem ; 
ſomuch that many of the Jews odich is Binnne to 
_ were ſworn unto him. He himſelf had mar- 
ter of Shecaniah the ſon of 
ral — — 
vi undred -and- 
five perſons, Ry ); and his fon Johanan had 
married the daughter of Meſhullam (the fon of Be- 
rechiah), of another great family in Judah, Nehem. 
vi. 17, 18. 

By means of theſe croſs- matches, this crafty Am- 
monite had wound himfelf into the intereſt and af- 
fection of the Jewiſh nobles, who would take occa- 
fion ſometimes to commend him; and as his name 
Tp ſignifies a good Lord, they would ſet forth 
deeds before Nehemiah. And, which was 
ned they diſcovered to .him Nehemiah's counſels, 
2 emboldened Tobiah to attempt by his letters 

o put Nehemiah in fear. 

e This made Nehemiah more watchful over both 
him and them, left conſpiracy ſhould be carried on 
between them for the betraying of the city. Where- 
fore ſingling out his brother Hanani, and Hananiah, 
the ruler of the palace (who was a faithful man, and 
one that feared God above many), he gave them a 
particular charge over Jeruſalem, that they ſhould 
not ſuffer the gates of the city to be opened, until 
the ſun had been up ſome time; and that in the even- 
ings they ſhould ſtand by and fee the gates firmly 
| barred; and ſhould t watches (not of loiter- 
ing fellows, or unſettled ſtragglers, but) of the houſe- 
keepers in Jeruſalem, who ſhould take their turns to 


5 Nehem. vii. 
E e 3 watch, 
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zra was made at Babylon before they ſet forward 
the other, which Nehemiah found, was made at je- 
hey were. come thither; and 
might alterations happen in their families in ſo long 
a Journey. 

By this regiſter the people being ealled over by 
their families, ſome of them were at a great loſs, not 
being able to ſhew their father's houſe, nor their pe- 
digree, to L whether they were of Iſrael or no. 
And even of the prieſts, ſome ſought their genealogy 
by the regiſter, but could i it; and were 
therefore, as polluted, put from the prieſthood, the 


the moſt holy things, till there ſhould ſtand up a 
prieſt with Urim and Thummim, who might from 
God determine whether they were of the prieſt! 


race or no. 
The poll _ 
their numbers an 


numbers, to dwell in the holy city Jeruſalem, 
might be an additional 
this was ſo well accepted of by 
people, that they thereupon bleſſed (or returned 
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fince the days of Joſhua the ſon of Nun, which was 
more than a thouſand years. 

But after this ſolemnity was over, the children of 
twen 


Abraham; and acknowledging their fathers and their 
own diſobedience and rebellion, they confeſſed to the 
juſtice of God's chaſtiſement. And in the concluſion 
they made a folemn covenant with the Lord that they 
would walk in his law given by Mofes. Which co- 


venant, that it might be the more firm and laſting, 


they commutted to writing, and the chief of their 
nobles, with the prieſts and Levites, did ſet their 
ſeals unto it. The reſt of the people who did not 
ſeal it, both men and women, old and young, that 
were come to years of underſtanding, to teſtify their 
concurrence with their brethren therein, did bind 
themſelves with an oath and execration to the obſer- 
vance thereof. 

But alas! they quickly broke both their oath and 
the covenant*. For Nehemiah having ſettled the 
officers both in church and ftate (chapters xi. and 
xii.) went back, according to his gement, to 
king Artaxerxes at Babylon. And al he was 
abſent but a little time, ly not much above a 
year, yet in that time fell into great diſorders. 

For Eliaſhib the prieſt, having the overſight of the 
chambers of the houſe of God, and being allied to 
Tobiah (the Jews great enemy), had prepared for him 
a great chamber in the court of the houſe of God, 
wherein they were wont in former times to lay the 


1 Nehcm. ix. 


* A. M. 3538. 


: 
* 
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meat-offerings, and other holy things, for the uſe of 


the temple and prieſts. 


d marrying 
miah returned from Babylon, he found it 
work to reform them. | | 

It grieved him fore, that ſo open an enemy, 
miſchievous a man, as Tobiah was, 
chamber for him in the court 
of God, and he refolved to out him at any 
he held it needful to do it as warily as he 
prevent ſedition or tumult; knowing how far 
inſinuated himſelf into the good opinion of too many 
4 eſpecially the great ones. 

Cauſing therefore the book of the law to be read 
in the audience of the people, it was therein found 
written (Deut. xxii. 3.) © That the Ammonite and 
the Moabite ſhould not come unto the congregation 
of God for ever, becauſe they met not the children of 
Iſrael with bread and water (that is, with friendly en- 
tertainment) when they came out of Egypt; but hired 
Baalam againſt them to curſe them; though God 
turned the curſe into a bleſſing.” <p p 

When the le heard this, parated from 
Mao! all che anions revkelnacds. And this opened the 
way for Nehemiah to rid himſelf of Tobiah, who was 


an Ammonite, without danger of the 1 goÞ- 
tecting him, or at all ſiding with him. he x 
without more ado, he caſt forth all Tobiah's houſe- 
hold-ſtuff out of the chamber; and it to be 
cleanſed, he brought again the veſſels of the houſe of 
God, with the meat-offering and the frankincenſe 
into it. | 

Then obſerving that in his abſence the portions of 
the Levites had not been gi them, the want of 
which had made them forſake their ſeveral miniſte- 


! Nehem. ni. 


rial 
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rial ſervices, and betake themſelves every 
field for maintenance, he contended with 
about it; and 


one 
the 


the Levites to their places 
buſineſs, he cauſed the people to bring in 
tythes, and appointed treaſurers to receive and di- 
tribute them. 


11117 5 


victuals, 


whic er 
nobles about it, faid unto 


ring all . 
or ſuch things? ye bring 
* ing the ſabbath.” 

Thus for a while he reaſ with them. But find- 
ing that words would not do, he commanded that, 
rowards the evening before the ſabbath, the gates of 
the city ſhould be ſhut ; and that they ſhould not be 
openened again until after the ſabbath was ended. 
And becauſe he would be fure that this command 
ſhould be duly obſerved, he ſet ſome of his own ſer- 
vants at the gates, to ſee that no burden was brought 
in on the ſ. y. 

By this means the merchants, and ſellers of all 
kinds of wares, were tly diſappointed. For com- 
ing, as they uſed to with their goods to fell, and 
not being admitted to enter, they were forced to 
lodge abroad without Jeruſalem. Which when they 
had done once or twice, and yet would not take 
warni Nehemiah teftified againſt them, aſking 
them, Why they before the wall ?“ And in 
ſhort told them, If they did fo again, he would 
lay hands on them.” That fo ſcared them, that they 


, for 


came no more on the ſabbath-day; yet leſt they 
ſhould haye come again, he commanded the Levites 
to 
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to cleanſe themſelves, and come and guard the gate, 
that the ſabbath- day might be kept holy. 

But in no caſe did Nehemiah expreſs a warmer zeal, 
than againſt thoſe mixed marriages which were made 
between Jews and other nations. For having found 
fome Jews that had married wives of Aſhdod, and of 


miti 
off their hair, and made them 
not give their daughters unto the 
nor take of the daughters of 
fons, or for themſelves. For (ſaid 
not Solomon king of Iſrael 
that although among many nations there was no ki 
like him, who was beloved of his God, 
made him king over all Iſrael; yet 
outlandiſh woman cauſe to fin. Shall we then ( 
he) hearken unto you, to do all this great evil, to 
tranſgreſs againſt our God in marrying ſtrange wives? 
Nor dealt he thus with the meaneſt only, but, like 
a good judge, executing judgment impartially, he 
ſerved them all alike whom he found guilty in this 
—_— x wb ff bp Ao Ba 
Eliaſhib igh-prieſt, having ied a daughter 
of Sanballat 3 he chaſed ke, from _ 
Yet notwithſtanding all the care pains whi 
this good man took to reform that people, how quick- 
ly and greatly they were depraved again after his 
death, appears by the cloſe expoſtulations of the pro- 
Malachi with them“; whom, not long after, the 
raiſed up and ſent to reprove them, and who is 
the laſt of the prophets of whom we have any writing 
or mention in the Old Teſtament. | 


= Malachi, A. M. 3578, 
He 
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ilty of the higheſt 
earing falſely, and op- 
„ the fatherleſs, and 
hed alſo of rob- 
Iding the 12 and offerings. 
3 the ceremonial law, and ap- 
r tenance of the Levitical prieſt- 
while that prieſthood laſted, to which they 

were given, and that law ſtood, by "which they were 
juired to be paid, could not, without great in- 


them, 2 chat as other enormities of which 

were guilty 
9 39 (in chap. i. ver. 11.) given 
as ĩt were a tranſient touch of the calling 17141 
and introducing the purely —— and goſpel- 
worſhip ; ſo, in chapter iv. he foretold the coming of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and of his fore-runner John 
Baptiſt, under the name of Elijah, with the happy 
effects thereof; Lee. of the fathers 
to the children, and of the children to their fathers. 


Which both concludes his prophecy, and cloſes the 
Old Teſtament. 

Now although from the death of Nehemiah to the 
birth of our Saviour Chriſt, amongſt the various com- 
putations, there are reckoned, at the leaſt, more than 
| hundred years ; in which time were many and 
great revolutions in the Jewiſh ſtate, and the church 
of God underwent moſt cruel fufferings, from both 
the Grecians and the Romans; yet ſince the account 


thereof is to be ſought, partly from the apocryphal 
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THE END. 


A Table 


5 
e 


PRINCIPAL MATTERS 


CONTAINED IN THE 


FOREGOING HISTORY 


OF THE 


OLD TESTAMEN T, 


DIGESTED ALPHABETICALLY. 


A. for king, 72, vol. 2. Is put from the 
and confined to 2 private 
AR 0 N, who he was, 173, vol. 1. „ $5, vol. 2. 
joined with Moſes in his mei- Abigail, i e. the father's joy, 475, vol. 2. 
| as the wife of Nabal, wiſely appeaſed 
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| came his wife, 479, vol. 1. 
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reign, Amaziaebh, king of Judah, ſlays his father's 


Abaziah, or Azariah, king of 
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Abijab, a prophet of the Lord, rending 
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vers Jeroboam's wife coming to him in 
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her brother Salom, 32, vol. 2. 

Amon, king of Judah, his wicked reign, 
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I, vol. 1. 

Ae fpake to Bala, 270, vol. 1. The 
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uſurps the throne of Judah, 211, vol. 2. 
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324, vol. 1. „ vol 2. | 
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pus, 275, vol. 1. | 

Baal-peraz.m, in the plain of breaches 
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Faal-zebub, the god of Ekron, 168, 
vel. 2. 


Babel, confuſion, fo called, becauſe there 
the builders thereof were confounded 
in their 23, vol. 1. 


90 
wife of Uriah the Hittite, 
23, vol. 2. Afterwards of king David, 
25, vol. 2. and mother of Solomon, 
25, vol. 2. 
_ the firſt pitched, when, 20, 
1. | 
Battlements made round the roofs of dwel- 
- << and why, 291, v. 1. 223 
2» 
Bears, deſtroy the children that mecke 1 
the prophet, 173, vol. 2. 
Beer-labai-roi, is 6. the well of him that 
N pt rot 
mnt what 1s meant by, 2» 
vol. x. in Gen. © 1. : 

» king of Babylon, in a revel- 
ing feaſt, prophanes the holy veſſels, 
354, vol. 2. Seeing the fingers of a 
man's hand-writing on the wall, is 
troubled, ibid. vol. 2. The Chal- 


deans cannot read the writing, ibid. 
Daniel does, 


356, vol. 2. and is re- 


yria, his proud in- 
ſult upon Ahab king of Iſrael, 147, 
vol. 2. By God's direction and aſh - 
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vol. 2. Aſſails Ahab again, and is 
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Blaſphemy, what, 232, vol. 1. i 
with death, ibid. 

Blc:d, forbidden to be eaten, and why, 

20, vol. 1. 


Boaz, who, 351, vol. 1. Marries Ruth, Cloud, 


and how, 4356, vol. . 
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Bait, on man and beaſt, one of the 
plagues of Egypt, 196, vol. 1. 


C. 
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Adam, page 10, vol. 1. His fin, 11, 
vol. 1. Puniſhment, ibid. and pro- 
tection, 12, vol. 1. 

Caleb, one of the two good ſpies, 247, 
vol. 1. He only, and Joſhua, of all 
the men that came out of Egypt, en- 
tered the good land, 290, - vol. I. 
Gives his daughter Achſah to wife to 
Othniel, for his valour, 326, vol. 1. 

Calf, the idol made by Aaron, why in 
that form, 217, vol. 1. A proverb 
about it, 221, vol. Is 

Calves, the idols made by Jeroboam, ſet 
up at Dan and Beth-el, to keep the 
Iſraelites from going to Jeruſalem to 
worſhip, 1135 vol. 1. 


Cutting the calf in twain, and paſſing be- 


tween he parts therenf, what is meant 
by that phriſe, 310, vol. 2. 

Camp ef Tiracl, the form and order there- 
ot, 236, vol. I. 

Captains, with their ſoldiers, burat by 
fire from heaven, 169, vol. 2. 
* taken, cloathed, fed, and ſent 

ome again, 251, vol. 2. 

Captivity, of Judah to Damaſcus, by the 

king of Syria, 249, vol. 2. 

Ot ſudah to Samaria, by the king of 
Iſrael, 250z vol. 2» 

— Of the Syrians of Damaſcus to Kir, by 
Tiglath-pileſer, 252, vol. 2. 

Oft part of Iſrael to Syria, by Tiglath- 
pileſer, 255, vol. 2. 

Of the reſt of Iſrael (the ten tribes) 
to Aſlyria, by Salmaneler, 257, vol. z. 


—Of 


2. 


Oft the reſt 2 with king Zede- 
kiah, 325, 2. 

Carchemiſp, a place not far from Euphra- 
tes, 289, vol. 2. 299, vol. 2. 

Chemarims, whence ſo called, 283, vol. 2. 

Circumciſſon, inſtituted, 36, vol. 2. Re- 
newed, 279, vol. to 

City, put for the nation, vol. 2. 

between the Iſraelites and Egyp- 
tians, gave light to theſe, was dark to 
thoſe, 208, vol. 1. 

Seen en. 

en tongues, 22, + I. 

Cor, what it contains, 104, vol. 2. 243» 
v. 2. 

98 fert, what meant by that 
phraſe, 343, vol. x. 

Covering the head, when, and why uſed, 
39, vol. 2. 382, vol. 2. 

Condi, i. e. a liar, 277, vol. 1. 

Creation of the world, the admirable order 
thereof, Iz 27 Js vol. 1. 

Cubir, the common, what, 243, vol. 1. 

Cuſban-riſhathaim, is e. blackneſs of ini- 
quities, 326, vol. 1. 

Cyrus, king of Perfia, propheficd of by 
name, near two hundred years before 
he came, 30%» vol. 2. Makes pro- 
clamation for return of the captive 
Jews, and for the rebuilding of the 
temple at Jeruſalem, 364, vol. 2. 


D. 


Dagon, an idol of the Philiftices, his 
torm, 410, vol. 1. Fell before the 
ark, ibid. 

Daencing damſels cought up by the Ben;a- 
rites, and carried away for wives, 
341, vol. 2. 

Danie, the prophet, carried to Babwlor, 
296, vol. 2. Inſtructed in the Cha!- 
dean learning, 379, vol. 2. Refuſcy 
the king's meat, and why, 340, vol. 
2. Lives on pulſe and water, ibid. 
Tells king Nebuchadnezzar both his 
dreams, 343, vol. 2. and the inter- 
pretation of them, 344, vol. 2. Is ad- 
vanced by the king, 345, vol. 2. In- 
terprets another dream of his, 35cs 
vol. 2. Has himſelf a dream, 1 — 
ſion of the four beaſts, 353, vol. 2. 
Another of the ram, and the he-goat, 


F Ff 2 


ibid. Reads and iaterprets the writing 
on 


of * 
part n 


— 
* 
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2 : 

Eber-Excr, i. e. the ftone of help, 475, 
vol. x. . 

Ed, i. e. a witneſs, 4317 Vol. 1. 

Edom, what, 59, vol. 1. | 

Edvrei, i. e. the help of firength, 265, 
vol. 1. 

Ehud, a left handed Benjamite, killeth 
Eglon king of Moab, who opprefed 
Ifrael, 342, vol. 1. fact of his 
not fo be drawn into example, 343» 
vol. 1. | 

. Elah, or the oalcz 443, vol. 1. 

E'4ad and M.dad, propheſying in the 
camp, are informed againſt to Moſes, 
241, vol. 1. He approves their pro- 

- . i reproves the informer, 242, 
vol. 1. 


Eli, the high-prieft, for indulging his 
children in their evil courſes, 407, 
vol. 1. loſes both his liſe, and the 
prieſthood frem his family, 409, vol. 1. 

Eliezcr, what it imports, 176, vol. 1. 

Elijab foretelleth a long drovdght, 134, 

vol. 2. Is ſent to the brook Cherith, 


of Baalzebub, king ſhould reco- 
ver of his fall, and bids 
them tell he die, 168, vol. 
2. Calls for fire heaven, which 
— — captains, with 
fively to ſei 2% Spares 
the third captain A 
ing for their 1; vol. 


; 


1 


F 
Frp 


; 
f 
| 


ng 
1 271 
fu 


* ups which he did, ibid. With Eli- 
jah's mantle he divides Jordan, ibid. 
At Jericho he heals the unwholſome 


waters, 177%, vol. 2. At Beth-cl, 
curſed the children that mocked him, 


king of Iſrael, who in a ſtreight came 
to him for counſel, 376, vol. 2. But 
for the fake of Jehoſhaphat, king of 
Judah, propheſieth deliverance and vic- 
tory to them, ibid. At Samaria re- 
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maria, 197, vol. 2. Sends a young 
prophet to anoint ſehu king over Iſrael, 
202, vol. 2. Prop the over- 


throw of Syria, 229, vol. 2. Dieth 
and is buried, 220, vol. 2. His bones 
Fmbabning, the firſt mention of it, 148, 
vol. 1. 
noch, the ſeventh from Adam, walked 
vol. 1. The meaning of that 
ibid. A prophecy of his remembered, 
ibid. 


Ephah, what, 352, vol. 1. 

Ephod, a garment for the prieſts to wear, 
328, vol. 1. 

Eptraim, ls 6. fruitful, 116, vol. To 

ſaw, the eldeſt fon of Iſaac, 59, vol. 1. 
The reaſon of his name, 60, vol. 1. 
Sells his birth-right, 62, vol. 1. 
Grieves his godly parents, by his un- 

dly marriages, 65, vol. 1. Hates 
:is brother Jacob, having gotten 
the bleſſing from him, 71, vol. 1. 
And threatens to flay him for it, ibid. 

Fſheol, i. e. a cluiter of grapes, 246, 
vol. I. 

Ether, the queen, her ftory at large, 
36g, vol. 2. 

Eve, formed out of man, and how, 6, 
vol. 1. The reaſon of her name, 10, 
vol. 1. 

Evil merodach, king of Babylon, releaſes 
— king of Judah, after thirty 

ven years captivity, 353, vol. 2. 

Fringe, held to be peopled by the poſte- 
rity of Japhet, 21, vol. x. 

Fial, i e. contention, 67, vol. I. 

12 liel the prophet, when he began to 
propheſy, and where, * vol. 2. 
By typical repreſentations, he deſcribes 
the fiege of Jeruſalem, 314, vol. 2. 
The miſeries of the beſieged, 316, vol. 
2. The captivity of ſome, i 
of others, and diſperſion of the reſt, 
ibid. His death, 4336, vol. 2. 

Ez: „ i. e. the counſel of men, 
165, vol. 2. 

Ezra, the —_— ſecond colony 
of the Jews ylon to Jeruſa- 
lem, - vol. 2. Labours to inſtruct 
427, vol. 2. 

r why that book ſo named, 169, 
* I. 


F. 
Famine in Canaan, 2 


Ca, vol. 1. 
116, vol. 1. In Canaan again, 
vol. 2. In the land of Ifrael, 23 
2. In Samaria, 291, vol. 2. 
ruſalem, 324, vol. 2. 4rg, vol. 2- 
Fecial-lawes, i.e. the laws of war and 


5, vol: 1. Again, 


349» 
vol. 
Je- 


» 265, vol. 
n pliier on king ties 


fore, cured it, 275, vol. a4. 

Fire, that which conſumed the firſt 
burnt-offering under the law, came 
out from before the Lord, 229, vol. 2. 


Ought to be kept always burning, 230, 
vol. 2. offered ſtrange 


-born of Iirael devoted to the 
Lord, 206, vol. 1. 

3 of the plagues of Egypt, 193, 
vol. x. 

Fleed of Noah defcribed, 15, vol. 1. 

hy = Ks 5, vol. 1. Of woman, 

. + Is 

Fawvls, whether produced of water, or of 
earth, 4, vol. 1. 

Friendſhip, good, between Jonathan and 
David, 451, vol. 1. 

Fricndſpip, hurtful, between Jehoſhaphat 
and Ahab, 156, 157, vol. 2. Be- 
tween Jehoſhaphat and Ahaziah, 165, 
v. 2. 


Frogs, one of the plagues of Egypt, 191, 


V. 1. 
CG. 
Gedaliah, made governor of Judea by 
Nebuchadnezzar, 327, v. 2. 


v. 2. 

Gehazi, the prophet Elijah's ſervant, 18, 
v. 2. His covetouſneſs, forgery, and 
lying, is puniſhed with leproſ 


y, 138, 


V. 2. 
Genefis, why that book ſo called, 1, v. 1. 
Gerar, i. e. ſtriving, 127, v. 2. 


Cerſbom, what, 126, . 1. 
, Gibe.nits; 


Cibeonites, who, 30 


Coliat 
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Iraelites, by guile, to make a peace 


v. 1. Draw the Hail, one of the plagues of Egypt, 197, 


Vo I. 


with them, and how, id. Are pu- Ham, fon of Noah, his fin and puniſh- 


niſhed with ſlavery, 30%, v. 1. Slain 
by king Saul, 61, v. 2. Their death 
avenged by a famine on Iſrael, ibid. 
That removed by hanging up ſeven of 
Saul's ſons, 62, v. 2. 
Cidcon, who, 360, V. I» Raiſed up by 
God to deliver Iſrael, 361, v. 1. 
Throws down the altar of Baal, 362 
Ve 1. Is proſecuted for it, defended 
by his father Joaſh, and thereupon fir- 
named pl baal, ibid. Raiſes an 
army, 163, v. 1. Aſks a fign, and 
has it twice over, ibid. His army is 
reduced from thirty-two thouſand to 
three hundred; goes to the — 
| night, to hear news, » Vo 
— the ſoldier's dream of the 
barley-cake, with the interpretation, 
ibid, Falls with his three hundred men 
upon the Midianites, and routs them, 
367, v. 1» Chaftifes the men of Suc- 
coth and Penuel, ibid. Slays Zebah 
and Zalmunna, two kings of Midian, 
369, v. 1. Pacifies the Ephraimites, 
ibid. Refuſes the government, ibid. 


Hand of 


ment, 20, v. 1. What people de- 
ſcended from him, 22, v. 1. 


Hamam, who, 374, v. 2+ Favourite to 


king Maſs 37% v. 2. His pride 
Obtains a decree to flay all the Jews, 
376, Ve 2+ Is hanged himſelt, 334, v. 2. 


Hananiab, one of Daniel's companion, 


called Shadrach, 339, v. 2. Caſt into 
a fiery furnace, came out unhurt, 3.47, 


Vo 2+ 
Meſes made leprous, reftored, 


181, v- 3- Of Jeroboam withered, 
reſtored, ibid. 


Hannab, wife of Elkanah, upbraided 


with barrenneſs by her rival Peninnah, 
prays fer a ion, and vows to give him 
to the Lord, 400, v. 1. Is by Eli the 
prieſt ſuſpected of drunkenneſs, but 
clears herlelf, ilid. Bears a ſon (Samuel) 
401, v. 1. and dedicates him to the 
Lord in Shiloh, ibid. 


Harbonah, what, 383, v. 2. 
Hazeruh, i. e. palaces, 247, v. I» 
Hebrews, fo called from Eber, 27, v. 1. 


Begs of the Ifraclites the ear - rings of Heltab-Hauzzurim, i. e. the field of ſtiong 


their prey, 370, v. 1. Of them makes 
an ephod, ibi Which proves a ſnare 
to his own houſe and to all Ifrael, 
ibid. 

Gileadites, for not coming to join with 
the reſt of Iſrael in a common cauſe of 
juftice againſt the Benyzamites, ſevere- 
ly puniſhed, 346, v. 1. 

Gilgal, i. e. rolling, 297, v. 1. 

Gird up thy loins, what, 202, v. 2. 

a giant deſcribed, 444» v. 1. 
Defies Iſrael, ibid. Is flain by David, 
443, Vo Is 

G-pher-weod, what, 15 V. Is 
Graſs-hoppers, one of the plagues of Egypt, 
199, v. Is 

Grow: what, 233, Vo Zo x | 
Gyracem, i. . the houſe for women, 
372» Vo 2. 


H. 


Hatakfuk, the prophet, 
he propheſied, 291, v. 2. 

Hagur, Sara's maid, her ſtory, 35, v. 1. 
Haggat, the prophet, when he prophe- 
fied, 3995 V. 2. The general tendeney 
of his prophecy, ibid. 


men, Jy V. 2. 


Hercliab, king of Judah, reforms, 259, 


v. 2. Breaks the braſen- ſerpent, 264, 


v. 2. Denies ſubjection to the Aſſyrian 


king, 265, v. 2. Is fain to ſubmit 
again, and pay a fine, 266, v. 2. 
Threatened by the Aſſyrian, he goes 
to God for refuge, 267, v. 2. Sends 
to the prophet Ifaiah to pray for him, 
269, v. 2. Receives a gracious an- 
ſwer from God, 271, v. 2. Is highly 
advanced in riches and honour, 273, 
v. 2. Falls ſick, and receives a meſ- 
ſage of death, 274, v. 2. Intreats the 
Lord, ibid. Is reftored to health, and 
has fifteen years added to his life, ibid. 
His recovery confirmed by miracle, 
275, v. 2. Shews his treaſures to the 
ambattadors of the king of Babylon, 


276, v. 2. And is reproved by the 
prophet for it, 277, v. 2. 


Hophni and Phinehas, ſons of Eli the 


prieſt, their wickedneſs, 403, v. 1. 


— time Their puniſhment, 409, v. 1. 
what Horeb, i. e. forſaken, 177, V. I, 
Hormab, i. e. utter deſtruQion, 262, v. 2. 


Hoſea the prophet, when he p opheſied, 


237» v. 2. The general tendency of 
his prophecy, ibid. 


Hulilab, 
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Which had like to have coſt him his 
life, 159, vol. 2. Is reproved for it, 
160, vol. 2. Reforms his people, 
161, vol. 2. Invaded by a great army, 
ibid. He cries to God for help, and 
receives an aſſurance of it, 163, vol. 

2. Going forth to the battle finds 

his enemies ſlain by one another, ibid. 

Joins again in league with king Aha- 

ziah (a wicked ſon of wicked Ahab), 

is reproved for it, 165, vol. 2. and 
puniſhed with the loſs of his fleet, ibid. 

Joins a third time with Jehoram (ano- 

ther wicked fon of wicked Ahab) 

174, vol. 2. 

ebovab, 187, vol. 1. 

ebovab- Jireb, what, 51, vol. 1. 

chovab-Shalom, what, 362, vol. 1. 

ebovab-Niſfi, what, 2155 vol. I. 

chu, a prophet of the Lord, 133, 

vol. 2. 

Febu, a captain anointed king over Iſrael, 
202, vol. 2. Goes againſt Jehorara 
king of Iſrael, 204, vol. 2. Slays 
both him and Ahaziah king of judah, 
205, vol. 2. Cauſes Jezebel to be 
thrown down from a window, and trod 
under foot, 206, vol. 2. Cauſes ſe- 
venty of Ahab's ſons to be beheaded, 
and their heads laid in two heaps 
at the gate of Jezreel, 207, vol. 2. 
Slays forty-two men of the brethren 
of king Ahaziah, 208, vol. 2. Got 
the worſhippers of Baal, by a wile, to- 
gether, and flew them all, 209, vol. 2. 
Burnt the images, and brake down the 
houſe of Baal, and made it a draught 
houſe, ibid. Yet kept up Jeroboam's 
calſ-worſhip, 210, vol. 2. 

Jepbebab, who, and what the name fig- 
nifies, 378, vol. 1. Is driven away 
by his brethren, but recalled to de- 
fend them againſt the Ammonites, 
ibid. Makes a vow for ſucceſs, 380, 
vol. 1. Fights with and ſubdues the 
Ammonites, ibid. Conſecrates his 
daughter to the Lord, in performance 
of his vow, 382, vol. 1. Is quarrel- 
led with by the Ephraimites, 384, vol. 
1. Fights with, and routs them, 
ibid. 

Jeremiah the prophet, when he began 
to propheſy, 235, vol. 2. His la- 
mentation for king Joſiah, 290, vol. 2. 


vol. 2. Reſcued by the princes, > oa 1 
2. Delivered by Mbitam, 295, vol. 2. 
Wears a yoke upon his neck, for a type 
of the captivity, 306, vol. 2. Fore- 
tells the death Hananiah, a falſe 
prophet, 30% vol. 2. and of Ahab 
and Zedekiah, two other falſe pro- 
phets, 310, vol. z. Propheſies again 
that jeruſalem ſhall be taken, 312, 
vol. 2. Is beaten for it, and laid by 
the heels, 313, vol. 2. Scized for a 
deferter, 319, vol. 2. Put into the 
dungeon, ibid. Removed to a better 
priſon, 320, vol. 2. Let down by 
cords into a filthy dungeon, where his 
feet ſtuck in the mire, ibid. Taken 
out by Ebedmelech the moor, and re- 
turned to his former priſon, 321, vol. 
1. Again predicts the captivity, 322, 
vol. 2. yet purchaſes land (though 
himſelf in priſon) to ſhew there ſhould 
be a return from the captivity, 324, 
vol. 2. Set free when the city was 
taken, he goes to live at Mis ah with 
Gedaliah, governor of Judea, 328, 
vol. 2. From thence is carried againſt 
his will into Egypt, 533, vol. 2. 
There ſtoned to death, 336, vol. 2. 


Jericho beſieged and taken, and how, 299, 


vol. 1. 


Ferobeam, fon of Nebat, ſets up idol- 


calves at Dan and Beti-el, 113, vol. 
2. Stands by his altar, when the pro- 
phet cried againſt it, 114, vol. 2. 
His hand, which he ſtretched out 
againſt the prophet, withered, 115, 
vol. 2. At his requeft to the prophet, 
and the prophet's to God, it is reſtor- 
ed, ibid. Sends his wife in difguiſe, 
to enquire of the prophet whether his 
ſon, who was fick, ſhould live or die, 
120, vol. 2. His folly therein noted, 
ibid. He leads into the field an army 
of eight hundced thouſand choſen men, 
123, vol. 2. and has five hundred 
thouſand of them flain in one day, 
by Abijah, king of Judah, who had 
but four hundred thouſand men in all, 
125, vol. 2. Is ſtricken by God, 
and dies, 129, vol. 2. 


Fercbcam, ſon of Johaſh king of Iſrael, 


224, vol. 2. a wicked prince, but a 
great warrior, ibid. 


He foretells the captivity and death of Ferub-baal, its fignification, 363, vol. 1. 


king Jehoahaz, or Shallum, 292, vol. 

2. Prophefieth againſt Jeruſalem and 

the * 2935 vol. 2. Is thereupon 
V 


Feruſalem, taken by king David from the 


ebuſites, 10, vol. 2. Plundercd by 


king of Egypt, 119, vol. 2. 
G 5 , Diſmantled, 


Diſmantled, and plyndered by Joaſh, 
king of Iſrael, 223, vol. 2. y Ee 
by Nebuchadnezzar, 4315, vol. 2. 
Taken, plundered, and with 
fire, 396, vol. 2. Began to be re- 

ö — i. e. the wilderneſs, 264, 273, 
* 1. 

Jews, return from Babylon, 364, vol. 2. 
Begin to rebuild the temple, 365, 
vol. 2. Are hindered, 366, vol. 2. 


—— prophet, 390, vol. 
2. Aut by king Darius, 394, 


vol. 2. Go on and finiſh it, ibid. 

Foab, fon to David's ſiſter Teruiah, 2, 
vol. 2. Captain of the forces of 
Judah, ibid. Kills Abner treacher- 
ouſly, 7, vol. 2. Scales the fort of 

or and is made ge- 
neral of all king David's forces, 10, 
vol. 2. Cunningly Abſalom's 
pardon, 34, vol. 2. Defeats his for- 
ces, 43, vol. 2. And having him at 
advantage, ſlew him, ibid. 
lates boldly with his king about it, 
51, vol. 2. Treacherouſly kills Amaſa, 
„ vol. 2. Sides 1 

is conſpi againſt ing, 72» 

vol. 2. — 
$5, vol. 2. and is ſlain there, 
vol. 2. 

Feachim, i.e. the reſurrection of the 
Lord, 174, vol. 1. 

Jab, who he was, 153, vol. 1. When 
he lived, x55, vol. 1. His loſſes, x57, 
vol. 1. His trials in his perſon, 159, 
vol. 1. by his wife, 262, vol. 1. by 

j His ſubmiſſion 


lives before Moſes, 155, vol. 1. 

Feel, the prophet, about what time he 
lived, 239, vol. 2. The general ten- 
dency of his prophecy, ibid. 

Fon«b, the prophet, about what time he 
began to propheſy, 225, vol. 2. Sent 
mn, — fant i. His ftory, iS 

Fonadab, a fubtile man, contrives the 
means for Amnon to enjoy his fiſter 
Thamar's company, 29, vol. 2. 

Fonathan, eldeſt ſon of king Saul, ſmites 
a garriſon of the Philiftines, 427, vol. 
1. Again, 429, vol. 1. Taſtes the 
forbiad en honey, 432, vol. 1. and is 
doomed to die, 434, vol. 1. but reſ- 
cued by the people, 435, vol. 1. Con- 
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ſon 51 by Rachel, by tel- 
tales of his brethren, procured 
ill-will, 100, vol. 1. Dreams 
advancement over them, ibid. 
Egypt, 102, vol. Is 
Poti ar, ibid. Made over- 
ſeer is houſe, 108, vol. 1. Tempt- 
ed, and accuſed by his miftreſs, 109, 
vol. 1. Imprifoned by his maſter, 
110, vol. 1. Ex the dreams 
of Pharoah's two ſervants, 111, vol. r. 
and of Pharoah himſelf, 173, vol. 2. 
Is made governor of Egypt, 114, vol. 1. 
Stores up the corn, i 15, vol. 1. Saves 
the people alive, but makes them 
bondmen to Pharoah, 118, vol. 1. 
Deals roughly with his brethren, 119, 
vol. 1. Diſcovers himſelf to them, 
130, vol. 1. Maintains them all, 
137, vol. 1. Buries his father, 249, 
vol. 1. And engages his brethren to 
carry his bones with them into Ca- 
naan, 151, vol. 1. which is done, 
205, vol. 1. | 
Fofbua, the fon of Nun, ſervant to 
Moſes, 21% vol. 1. Beats the Ama- 
lekites, 214, vol. 1. Is one of the 
good ſpies, 245 vol. I. Succeeds 
Moſes in the government, 289, vol. 1. 
Sends ſpies to | germs 290, vol. 1. 
Leads the people over Jordan, 294» 
vol. 1. Takes Jericho, 299, vol. 1. 
And Ai, 303, vol. 1. Stops the ſun 
and moon in their courſe, 309, vol. 1. 
Hangs up five kings, 310, vol. 1. 
Subdues the reſt, 311, vol. 1. Di- 
vides the good land by lot among the 
tribes, 312, vol. 1. The people's 
token of gratitude to him, 318, vol. 
1. His death and burial, 319, vol. 1. 
Fofiab, king of Judah, prophefied of by 
name three hundred years before he 
was born, 115, vol. 2. His reforma- 
tion, 232, vol. 2. Going to fight 
with Pharoah-Necho, king of Egypt, 
he is wounded and dies, 289, vol. 2. 
Is much lamented, 290, vol. 2. His 
elegy, ibid. 


12 

their 
of 
Is 


his 
ſold 


into 


Bought by 
of his 


tracts a laſting friendihip with David, Fotham, youngeſt ſon of Gideon, his pa- 


451, vol. 1. Ventures his life for 


rable of the trees chooſing a king, 


3715 
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371, vol. 1. 

Iſaac, the promiſed ſeed, mocked by his 
brother Ilikmael, 46, vol. r. Carries 
the wood wherewith he himſelf was to 
be made a burnt-offering, and ſuffers 
himſelf to be bound, and laid upon the 
altar, go, vol. 1. Is redeemed with 
a ram of God's providing, 51, vol. 1. 
Marries Rebekah, 58, vol. 1. After 
twenty years barrenne ſa, his in- 
treating the Lord for her, ſhe bare 
him twins, vol. 1. Driven by 
famine to the Philiftines, he hazards 
his wife under the name of his fitter, 
62, vol. 1. Shuns contention, 63, 
vol. 1. Beirg blind, gives the bleſ- 
fing unwitting!y to Jacob, 68, vol. 1. 
Sends him to his mocher's kindred for 
a wife, 72, vol. 1. His death and 
burial, 107, vol. 1. 

Janiab the prophet, who, 242, vol. 2. 
When he began to propheſy, ibid. De- 
nounces judgments againſt Sennache- 
rib, 271, vol. 2. Is fent to king 
Hezekiah with a meſſage of death, 
274, vol. z. Returns with another 
meſſage of recovery, and prolonging 
of life, 275, vol. 2. Confirmed by a 
miracle, ibid. Preſcribes a cure for 
Hezekiah's fore, ibid. Reproves him 
for ſhewing. his treaſures to the Baby- 
lonians, 276, vol. 2. Is cruelly put 

to death by king Manaſſeh, his fon in 
law, 279, vol. 2. ; 

Ihbeſpeth, Saul's ſon, made king by Ab- 
ner, 2, vol. 2. Murdered by two 
ruffians, 8, vol. 2. who carrying his 
head to king David, in hopes of re- 
wards, were by his command flain, , 
vol. 2. 

„ Abraham's ſon by Hagar, 35, 
vol. 1. Mocks his brother Iſnac, 46, 
vol. 1. Is (together with his mother) 
turned out of doors for it, ibid. 

acl, fon of Nathaniel, treacherouſly 

ſlays Gedaliah the governor of Judea, 

with the Jew: and Chaldeans that were 

with him at Mizpah, 329, vol. 2. 

More of his deceit and cruelty, 330, 

vol. 2. He flies to the Ammonites, 


ibid. 
Iſ-cel, the firname of Jacob, given him 
by God, and why, 91, vol. 1. 
down to Egypt for bread, 
119, vol. 2. Are grievouſly oppreſſed 
there, 170, vol. 1. yet increaſe abun- 
dantly, 171, vol. 1. Are brought 
aut of Egypt, 204, vol. 1. Fass 


through the Red-ſea, 209, vol. 1. 
Murmur in the wildernefs, firſt for 
water, 211, vol. 1. then for fleſh, 
ibid. Again for water, 213, vol. 1. 
and again for fleſh, 240, vol. 1. then 
again for water, 259, vol. 1. And 
for both bread and water, 262, vol. 1. 
Entered the good land at the laſt, 297, 
vol. 1. Had it divided by lot amongit 
them, 312, vol. 1. Where them 
ſelves divided afterward into two king- 
doms, 111, vol. 2. And both, ac 
h carried into captivity; Iſrael, 
256, vol. 2. udah, 326, vol. 2» 
Judab, a fon of Jacob, by marrying with 
a Canaanite, 104, vol. 1. was drawn 
to commit inceſt, 105, vol. 1. what 
it ſignifies, 142, vol. 1. 
Jadge, the firſt itinerant one, 415, vol. 2. 


K. 


Xrilab, a town in Judah, defended by 
David againſt the Philiſtines, 470, 
vol. 1. 

Keturab, Abraham's ſecond wife, or 
concubine, 59. vol. 1. 

Kibrath-Hattagvah, i. . the graves cf 
luſt, 343+ vol. 1. 

Kingdoms, ſometimes ſuffer for the fins 
which their kings, in their Kingly ca- 
pacity commit, 61. vol. 1. 

Kir-haraſeth, i.e. a wall of workman- 
ſhip, 177. vol. 1. 

Korab, who, 252. vol. 1: Raiſes a rebel- 
lion againſt Moſes and Aaron, iid. 
wallowed up of the earth, 255. vol 1 


L. 


Laban, gives Jacob Leah to wife, in- 
ſtead of Rachel, 76, vol. 1. Grudged 
his proſperity, $2, vol. 1. Changes 
his wages, 83, vol. 1. Purſues ſacob, 
184, vol. 1. Is charged by Gd ina 
dream, not to ſpeak roughly to him, 
ibid. Searches his tuff for his gods, 
85, vol. 1. Makes a covenant with 
him, and parts friendly, £6, vol. 1. 

Laib, a city deſcribed, 330, vol. 1. 
Surprized, taken and burnt by the 
Danites, 332, vol. 1. Rebuilt and 
called Dan, ibid. 

Language confounded. and why, 22 vol. 1. 

Lamentation at Jacob's funeral, 148, vol. 
1. Of David for Saul and Jonathan, 


493, vol. 1. Of the Iſraclites for the 
Gg3 


death 
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death of Samuel, 475, vol. 1. Of Maber-ſpalal-boſbbaz, what it Sgnifies, 


David over Abner, Ty vol. 2» Of 
Jeremiah and the Jews for Joſiah, 
290, vol. 2. 


1. 
Leah, Laban's eldeſt daughter, given to 
acob inſtead of Rachel, 76, vol. 1. 
ives him her maid Zilpah for a con- 
cubine, 76, ibid. 
Leovites, taken in exchange for the firſt- 
born, 238, vol. 1. 
Levite, and his concubine, their ftory, 
3" 2, vol. 1. 
vol. 1. 


Lice, one of the plagues of Egypt, 193, Mariner 


vol. x. 

Light, the firſt thing we read of that God 
pronounced good, 1, vol. 1. 

Light, in the dwelliags of the children 
of Iſrael, when the Egyptians fat all 
in darkneſs, 201, vol. 1. 

Lion, flain by Sampſon, 388, vol. 1. 
By David, 447, vol. 1. Slew 
dilubedient prophet, 117, vol. 2. 
Touched not Daniel, though ſhut into 
their den with them, 30, vol. 2. 
Devoured his accuſers, ibid. 


Locufts (or graſshoppers) one of the pla- 
gues of Egypt, 200, vol. 1. 
Lot, who, 24, vol. 1. Parting from 
goes towards Sodom, 28, 
vol. 1. Is taken priſoner, 30, vol. 1. 
Reſcued by his uncle Abraham, ibid. 
Entertains unwittingly the angels that 
came to deſtroy Sodom, 39, vol. 1. 
Is delivered by them, 41, vol. 1. 
Betrayed by his daughters, commits 
inceſt with them, 43, vol. 1. 


M. 


Maachab, mother of Aſa, king of Judah, 
removed from being queen, becauſe 
ſhe made an idol n a grove, 126, vol. 


2. 

Magicians, could not expound Pharoah's 
dreams, 113, vol. 1. Nor Nebu- 
chadnezzar's, 348, vol. 2. Nor read 
the writing on the wall to Belſhazzar, 
354» vol. 2. Nor bring forth lice, 
193 vol. Ts. 

Magor-miſſabid, i. e. fear round about, 
313, vol. 2. 

* i. e. two hoſts or camps, 87, 

1. 


WE kin 
reign, 278, vol. 2. Puniſhment, 
279, vol. 2. Repentance, reſtora- 
tion, 280, vol. 2. and re i 
ibid. His death, 251g vol. 2. 

eb, imports forgetfulneſs, 116, 
VOL. 1. 

Manna, what, 2i2, vol. 1. Why © 
called, ibid. How to be ordered, ibid. 
Some of it kept in a pot in the ark, 
for a memorial, 213, vol. 1. 

Maon, i.e. a place of offence, 475 


vol. 1. 


Marab, ſigniſies bitterneſs, 2 10, vol. 1. 


% laboured hard to have ſaved 
onah, 227, vol. 2. 

t ſet on Cain, 12, vol. 1. 
Marriage, inſtituted by God in paradiſe, 
6, vol. 1. Forbidden between near 
kindreds, 231, vol. 1. More eſpeciall 
with unbelievers, Deut. vii. 3. Suc 
marriages, and the effects thereof, a 
principal cauſe of the flood, 14, vol. 
1. Were a grief of mind unto Iſaac 
and Rebekah, 6g, vol. 1. Tealouſſy 
contended againit, and reformed by 
Ezra, 404, vol. 2. and Nehemiah, 
428, vol. 2. 


Meaſure of fine what, 192, vol. 2. 
— 2 ing of Salem (6. e. of 


righteouſneſs) entertained Abraham 
and his ſoldiers, 31, vol. 1. and in 
requital is preſented by Abraham with 
the tenth of 2 — ibid. 
Mephib:ſheth, lame fon of Jonathan, 
received into eſpecial hal? king 
David, and reftored to the eſtate of 
his anceſtors, 20, vol. 2. By the 
treachery and falſhood of his ſervant 
Tiba, deprived of half of it, 41, vol. 


2. $59 vol. 2. 

Merab, * Chiding and fighting, 

453, vol. 1. 

— king of Moab, beaten in battle, 
and beſieged, makes a deſperate ſally, 
and is repulſed, 177, vol. 2. Sacri- 
ficeth his eldeſt ſon in fight of the be- 
fiegers, ibid. who thereupon raiſe the 
fiege, ibid. 

Methegammab, or the bridle of bondage, 
18, vol. 2. 

Micah, the Ephraimite, his ſtory, from 

326, to 332. vol. 1. 

„ the prophet, when he began to 


propheſy, 245, vol. 2. The general 
| tendency 
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tendency of his prophecy, ibid. 

Michal, the daughter of Saul, given in 
marriage to David for a ſnare, 453 
vol. 1. Contrives his eſcape from 

father's guards, and how, 456, vol. 

1. Is taken from him, and given to 
another, 480, vol. 1. Reſtored to 
him upon demand, 5, vol. 2. De- 
ſpiſeth him for dancing before the 
ark, 15, vol. 2. and is puniſhed for 
it, 16, vol. 2. 

Micron, i. e. Fear, 420, vol. 1. 

Mile, Two thouſand cubits, is fo com- 
monly accounted, 294, vol. 1. 

Mille, or the fortreſs, 371, 10, vol. 2. 
265, vol. 2. 

Miriam, who, 172, vol. 1. Set to 
watch her little brother Moſes, calls 


her mother to be his nurſe, 173 vol. 1. 


Sings with the women the ſong of de- 
liverance on the bank of the Red fea, 
209, vol. 1. Murmurs againſt Moſes, 
247» vol. 1. Is ſtricken with leproſy, 
and ſhut out of the camp, 244 vol. 1. 
Her death and burial, 259, vol. 1. 

Miſpael, or Meſhach, one of Daniel's 
companions, caſt into a fiery furnace, 
came out unhurt, 347, vol. 2. 

Mizpeb, i. e. Judgment, 3355 vol. 1. 
and watch-tower, 414, vol. 1. 

Mocking, ſeverely puniſhed, in Iſhmael, 
46, vol. 1. the children of Beth- 
el, 173, vol. 2. 

Molech, an idol deſcribed, 248, vol. 2: 
To paſs through the fire to Malech, ex- 
plained, ibid. 

Nontbs and days, yet retain the heathen- 
iſh name, 317, vol. 1. 

Afordecai, the Jew, carried to Babylon 
in Jehoiachin's captivity, 305, vol. 2. 
Refuſes to bow to Haman, and why, 
375, vol. 2. Difcovers a plot azz.nft 
the king, 377, vol. 2. I: auvanced, 
386, vol. 2. 

Moriah, i. e. the fear of God, 49, vol. Is 

Moſes, born, 173, vol. 1. Found (ſup- 

poſed by ſome to be the writer of Job, 

157, vol. 1.) and taken up by Pha- 

roah's daughter, 173, vol. 1 And 

why ſo called, 174, vol. 1. Put to 
nurſe to his own mother, ibid. 

Brought into Pharoah's court, ibid. 

Grown a man, he flew an Egyptian 

for ſmiting an Hebrew, ibid. Flies 

to Midian for ſafety, 175 vol. 1. 

Keeps Jethro's ſheep, and marries his 

daughter Zipporah, 176, vol. 1. Sees 

the burning buſh, 177, vol. 1. I 


ſent by God with a meſſage to Pha- 
roah, 178, vol. 1. Loth to go, ibid. 
At length yields, 183, vol. 1. Deli- 
vers his meſſage to Pharoah, 185, 
vol. x. who rejedts it, ibid. Brings 
many plagues upon Egypt, 191 to 201, 
vol. 1. Leads the Ifraclites out of 
Egypt, 204, vol. 1. Through the 
Red-ſea, 200, vol. 1. Goes into the 
mount to God, 216, vol. 1. And re- 
ceives from him the law in tables of 
ſtone, ibid. In his zeal againſt ido- 
the golden calf which Aaron had made, 
219, vol. 1. Cauſes the Levites to 
flay the idolaters, 221, vol. 1. Went 
up again into the mount, with new 
tables, and received from God the 
law (or decalogue) written therein, 
224, vol. 1. His face ſhined, 225, 
vol. 1. His failures at the waters of 
Meribah, 259, vol. 1. His ſong, 
285, vol. 1. His bleſſing on the peo- 
ple, 2 6, vol. 1. His death and bu- 
rial, ibid. 

Murrain, one of the plagues of Egypt, 
19 5, vol. 1. 

Meuficat inſtruments invented Jubal, 
ſon of Cain, 12, vol. 1. * 


N. 


Naaman, the Syrian, a leper, 184, vol. 2. 
Sent to be cured by the prophet Eliſha, 
18 5, vol. 2. Taking offence at the 
prophet's plain direction, refuſes to 
follow it, ibid. Being perſuaded to 
try it, is recovered, ibid. Returning 
to the prophet, acknowledges the true 
God, 186, vol. 2. And offers the 
prophet a preſent, which he refuſed, 
ibid. Declares he will not offer unto 
any other god, fave the Lord, and de- 
pony an offence for bowing in the 

ouſe of Rimmon, ibid. The mean- 
ing of that place opened, 187, vol. 2. 

Nabal, by churliſh rudeneſs provoked 
David, 476, vol. 1. Made ſenſible 
of the danger he had thereby run into, 
dies, 479, Vol. 2. 

Nuboth, retuling to part with his inhe- 
ritance to Ahab, 152, V. 2. Is falſe- 
ly accuſed, condemned and ſtoned to 
death, 153, V. 2. 

Nadab and Alibu, ſons of Aaron, burnt 

by fire from the Lorl, for offering 

ſtrange fare to him, 230, V. 1. 

Næt aß, 
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Nabaßb, king of Ammon, his haughty 
and cruel demand of the men of Jabeſh- 
V. Is 


350» 
Nathan, the prophet, t to reprove 
king David, 26, V. 2. Catches him 
by a parable, ibid. Diſcovers Adoni- 
jah's plot, 72, V. 2. 
Nu i. e. Devoted to the Lord, 
» V. 2. 
chadnezzor, king of Babylon, be- 
fieges Jeruſalem, 316, V. 1. Takes, 
facks, and burns it, 325, V. 2. 
Dreams of a great image, 341, V. 2» 
Is troubled at it, il. His magicians 
cannot tell him what it was, ibid. 
Daniel doth, and expounds it, 343, 
V. 2. He ſets up an image to be 
1 on pain of death, 345 
V. 2. Cauſes Daniel's three friends, 
for refuſing it, to be caſt into a fiery 
furnace, 34% V. 2. Dreams another 
dream a great tree, 348, V. 2. 
His magicians could not interpret it, 
ibid. Daniel does, 349, V. 2. He 
vaunts himſelf, 350, V. 2. Is driven 
from men, eats graſs, as oxen, is re- 
ſtored to his underſtanding and throne, 
351, V. 2, Acknowledges both his 
own fin and God's mercy, 352, V. 2. 
Nebuzaradan, captain of the guards to 
king Nebuchadnezzar, 326, V. 2. 
His kindneſs to the prophet Jeremiah, 
327» V. 2. 
ab, who, 407, V. 2. His forrow 
for the deſolation of ſalem, 408, 
V. 2. His prayer to God, ibid. Pe- 
tition to the king, 409, V. 2. Jour- 
ney to Jeruſalem, 470, V. 2. His 
anſwer to Sanballat, 419, V. 2. His 
diligence in repairing the walls, 414, 


fing a difference amongſt his own peo- 
ple, 416, V. 2. His liberality, 417» 
V. 2. His zeal, 428, V. 2. 
Nchuſptam, i. c. a piece of braſs, 263, 
V. 2. 
Nethinims, what it imports, 308, V. 1. 


who, 98, V. 2. 
al, the God of the Cuthites, 250, 
» 2» obs ibid. 
bam, the God of t vites, 258, 
* 2. What ſort of i ibid. : 


Ninr-d, founder of the firſt great empire, 

27, + Is 

Nijroch, what, 273, V. 2. 

Noah, buildeth the ark, 16, V. . After 
the flood, planteth a vineyard, and 
drinking too freely of the wine, diſ- 
covered his own nakednefs, 21, V. r. 

Neb, a city of the prieſts, utterly deſtroy- 
ed by Saul, 468, V. r. 

Nau, i. c A fugitive, 12, V. 1. 

Numbers, the fourth book of Moſes, why 
called by that name, 235, V. 1. 


O. 
Oaths, came from the heathen, 48, 


V. 1 


iab, fieward to king Ahab, his piety 
in feeding God's prophets, and hiding 
them from the rage of 


I 37s 

V. 2. 
Obadiab, the about what time 
he lived, 336, V. 2. Whom he pro- 


pheſied againſt, ibid. 

Obed, i. e. a ſervant, 357, V. 1. 

Og, king of Baſhan, beaten and Main in 
battle, 264, V. 1. His iron bed, 
265, V. . 


Gn a meaſure, of what quantity, 217, 


1. 

Omri, — — . — 
to com e people to idolatry, 13 
V. 2. Built Samaria, _ — 

Onan, his fin, og, V. 1. | 

Organs, invented by Jubal, ſon of Cain, 
125 + I» 

Othniel, by his valour wins Achſah, 
daughter of Caleb, 322, V. 1. Delivers 
and judges Iſrael, 326, V. 1. 

Oil, when firſt uſed, and how, 74, V. f: 
— it fignifies in conſecrations, 


V. 2. Care and wiſdom, in compo-— 


P. 


Painting the face, uſed by Jexckel, 206, 


Parable, of the trees chuſing a king, 
372» V. 1. Of the rich man's taking 
the poor man's lamb, to entertain his 
gueſt with, 26, V. 2. Of the woman 
of Tekoa, 33, V. 2. Of the thiſtle 
and cedar, 223, V. 2. 

Paſhur, the ſon of Immer, the prieſt, 

imote the prophet Jeremiah, and — 
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him in the flocks, 313, V. 2. His 


name ſignifies increaſing liberty, i&;4. 

P „ Why fo called, when inſtituted, 
— to be ordered and eaten, 203, 

* I. 
1 1 the ſword of the Lord, 
* 2 

Peniri, Is e. the face of Cod, 92, V. I. 

Phareah, king of Egypt, oppreſſes the 
Ifraelites, 270, V. 1. Chwges the 
midwives to kill all the male infants, 
ibid. Hardening his heart againſt God, 
refuſes to let the Iſraelites go to wor- 
ſhip God, 189 to 204, V. 1. Wer 
ried with plagues, he at length drives 
them out, 205, V. 1. Afterwards 
purſues.them into the Red-ſea, 206, 
V. 1. And is there drowned with 
his whole army, 209, V. 1. 

Pharez, i. e. a breaking forth, 356, 
V. 2. 

Phineas, fon of Eleazer, his zeal in flay- 
ing Zimri and Cozbi, 152. V. 1. 
Goes with others upon a commiſſion 
of inquiry, concerning the altar ſet up 
on the border of Jordan, 174, V. 2. 

Phinehas, ſon of Eli, his fin, 403, V. 1. 
Puniſhment, 429» V. * 
iece of er, What, 191, * Zs 
42 hill, 264, V. I. 

Plaifter of figs, cured king Hezekiah's 
boil, 275, V. 2. 

Pelygamy, brought in by Lamech, ſon of 

ain, 12, V. . 

Prophet, i. e. a ſpokeſman or interpreter, 
18 , V. 1. 

Prepbers, the manner of fixing their pro- 
phecies to the gate of the temple, 
296, V. 2. 

Prieſts, what portion was allotted them 
' from the people, 258, 279, V. 1. 
Prophecies, the manner of regiſtering and 

keeping them, 296, V. 2. 

Pul, king of Aſſyria, ſuppoſed to be that 
king of Nineveh whom Jonah preached 
to, 247» vol. 2 : 

ge of wood, of what faſhion, 423, 
vol. 2. | 

Pur, the lot caſt before Haman for find- 
ing a fit teaſon to move for the de- 
ſtruction of the Jews, 375, vol. 2. 

Purim, a feaſt inſtituted by queen Either 
and Mordecai, in thankfulneſs for the 
deliverance of the Jews from that 
danger, 388, vol. 2. 


Q 


Quails, brought for food for Iſrael in the 
* 212, vol. 1. Again, 2432 
vol. 7. 

Queen of Sheba, comes to viſit king So- 
lomon, 03, vol. 2. Propounds rid- 
dles to him, u. Admires his wifſ- 
dom and grande ur, 104, vol. 2. and 
bleſſes God, ibid. 

Queen Maachah, depoſed by her ſon Aſa, 
for making an idol, 120, vol. 2. 


Queen of heaven, what, 334, vol. 2, 


Ratfhikeb, ſent by Sennacherib, king of 
Allyria, rails at Hezekiah, and blaſ- 
phemes God, 267, 270, vol. 2. 

Rachel, daughter oi Laban, and wife of 

acob, being barren, gives her maid 
ilhah to her huſband for a concubine, 
78, vol. 1. Longs for Reuben's man- 
drakes, 79, vol. 1. Bargains with 
Leah for them, $o, vol: 1. Steals 
her father's gods, 86, vol. 1. Hee 
policy in hiding them, 86, vol. . 
Her death and burial, 99, vol. 1. 

Rall, called the harlot, reccives the 
ſpies at Jericho, 291, vol. 1. Hides 
and diſmilles them, 292, vol. 1. Is 
ſaved, 299, vol. I. 

Rainbow, ſet in the cloud after the 
flood, for a token of God's covenant 
with man, 20, vol. 1. 

Rom, caught in a thicked, for an offer- 
ing inſtead of Laac, 51, vol. Is 

Rems-born:, uſe for trumpets in the 
ſiege of Jericho, 298, vol. 1. 

Ravens bring Elijah food, 135, vol. 2. 

R.. tub, goes with Abraham's ſervant, 
to be wife to Haac, 58, vol, I ks 
barren about twenty years, 5, vol. 1. 
Then bears twins, Efau and Jacob, 
60, vol. 1. Gets the blefing by craft 
for her ſon Jacob, 67, vol. 1. Her 
death and burial, 107, vol. 1. ; 

Rechabires, whos 299, vol. 2. Their 
founder a d liws, ibid. 

Red-ſeca, divided for Ii acl to paſs through 
208, vol. 1. Whence called Red, 
210, vol. 1. 

Rehoboaham, fon of Solomon, by follow- 
ing rath counſel, loſes ten cribes, 121, 
vol. 2. Raiſes an army to reduce 
them by force, 112, vol. 2. Forbid 
by God, deſiſts, 113, vol. 2. His 

triennĩium, 


An ArrRABZTICALTL TABLE. 


triennium, 119, vol. 2. His fins, Samne! the et, deſcended from 
puniſhment, and ſubmiſſion, ibid. Korah, 399, vol. 1. Bred up under 
Rebabeth, i. c. Room, 64, vol. 1. Eli, 402, vol. 1. his name imports 


Renting of garments, a token of ſorrow, aſked of God, 401, vol. 1. Goes in 
10% 123, 248, 331, 492, 377) Circuit, as an itinerant judge, 415, 
vol. 2. vol. 1. Anoints Saul king, 421, 
Reuben, finds mandrakes, or flowers, vol. 1. Reproves him for his diſo- 
79, vol. 1. Defiles his father's bed, bedience, 423, 438, vol. 1. Hews 
99, vol. 1. king Agag in pieces, 440, vol. 1. 
Rexel, father to Hobab, called alſo Je- Anoints David king, 442, vol- 1» 
thro, 275, vol. 1. His death and burial, 475, vol. 1. 
Rizpah, Saul's concubine, her pious Sanballat, a great enemy to the Jews, 
care for the bodies of Saul's ſons, that 410, vol. 2. Conſpires againſt Ne- 
were hanged to atone for the flaugh- hemiah, to entrap and flay him, 413, 


ter of the Gibeonites, 62, vol. 2. vol, 1. Is diſappointed, 414, vol. 1. 
Red of Aaron, budded, blofſomed, and Sarai (i. e. beauty and houſewifry) 
bare ripe almonds, 257, vol. r. the wife of Abraham, 25, vol. 1. 
Roofs of houſes, made flat to walk upon, Being barren, gives Hagar to her huſ- 

291, vol. 1. band for a concubine, 33, vol. 7. 


the Moabiteſs, her 5 Has her name changed to Sarah, 
Is 26 249» vol. 1. What both ſignify, ibid. * 
Sarab, reproved for laughing at the pro- 
miſe of a fon, denics it, and is con- 
= victed, 38, vol. 1. Conceives and 
bears Iſaac, at the year of her 
_ x 45» — 1. death and bu- 

Sabbath-day's journey, what, 247, 1. rial, 51, vol. 1. 

Sacrifice, how it ought to be offered by Satan, an adverſary, compaſſes the earth, 
157 vol. 1. Accuſes Job, ibid. 
Cannot hurt the godly without leave, 
ibid. Afflicts Job, i Is limited, 
ibid. Provokes David to number Iſ- 
rael, 65, vol. 2. 

Saul, fon of Kiſh, ſent to ſeek his fa- 
ther's aſſes, 418, vol. 1. Not find- 
ing them, goes to Samuel the Seer 
for information, 419, vol. 1. Is by 
him anointed king over Iſrael, 421, 
vol. 1. Beats the Ammonites, and 
delivers Jabeſh-gilead, 4245 vol. 1. 
Offers a burnt - offering againf the law, 
427, vol. x. Is reproved for it by 
Samuel, 428, vol. 1. Would have 
put his fon Jonathan to death, for 
taſting honey unwittingly agaiaft his 
command, 435, vol. 1. Is fent to 
deftroy Amalek, 436 vol x. Does 
it by halves, 437 vol 1. Is for his 
diſobedience rejected by God, 438 
vol x. Troubled with an evil ſpirit, 
442 vol 1 Attempts to kill David 
452, vol x Again 456 vol 1 Furſues 
him to Najoth, 457 vol 1 Is there de- 
tained among the prophets ibid. At- 
tempts to kill his own ſon Jonathan for 
interceding for David 462 vol 1 Hunts 
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vol. 1. Invaded by the Philiſtines, 
and forſaken of God, ſecks to a witch 
for council, 486, vol. 1. Conſults 
the Devil in the likeneſs of Samuel, 
437, vol. 1. Is told his doom, 488, 
vol. 1. Beaten by the Philiſtines, 
falleth on his own ſword, and dieth, 
491, vol. 2. 


Serpent of braſs, ſet up to cure thoſe that 


were fo bitten, 263, vol. 1. Broken 
— King Hezekiak, and why, 264, 
vol. 2. 

Shamma, i. e. Deſolation or perdition, 
one of the ſons of ſeſſe, 442, vol. 1. 
Shew-bread, what, and why fo called, 

464, vol. r. 


Scorpions, Rehoboam's, what fort of Sheſbbazzzzr, the Chaldean name of Ze- 


ſcourges theſe were, 1 to, vol. 2. 

Ster, the name in old time for a prophet, 
419, vol. r. 

Scir, i.e. Briſtled or hairy, 107, vol. 1. 

Sennacherib, king of Aſſyria, ſets a fine 
on king Hezekiah, 266, vol. 2. 
Having received it, he ſends an army 
againſt Jerufalem, 267, vol. 2. Boaſts 
of his ſtrength, ib Blaſphemes God, 
ibid. Has one hundred eighty-five 
thouſand of his ſoldiers ſlain in one 
night by an angel of God, 273, vol. 
2. Flies back into his own country, 
2 flain by his own ſons, and why, 

Servants, releaſed according to the law, 
317, vol. 2. Forced to their ſervices 
again, ibid. 

Shadow, brought ten degrees back on the 
ſun-dial, 275, vol. 2. 

Sheba, rebelling againſt king David, 57, 
vol. 2. is purſued to Abel, ibid. and 
hath his head ſtruck off there, and 
thrown over the wall, 59, vol. 2. 

Shebna, a very bad miniſter in the court 
of king Hezekiah, 278, vol. 2. 

Shechemites, firſt drawn to be circumciſed, 
95, vol. 1. Then lain, 96, vol. 1. 

Shekel, trom whence it had its name and 
ſignification, 53, vol. 1. 

Shckels, the ſeveral forts and 2 

26, „ 370, vol. 1. 69, vol. 2. 

Sham, with 5 brother =. B4 duti- 
fully cover the nakedneſs of their fa- 
ther Noah, and are bleſſed, 21, vol. 1. 
What people deſcended from Shem, 
ibid. | 

Sbemaiab, a prophet of God, ſent with 
a meſſage to king Rehoboam, 112, 
vol. 2. Again, 119, vol. 2. 

Sbemaiab, a falſe prophet, enemy to 
E 311, vol. 2. Threatened 

y God, ibid. Another of that name 
hired by Sanballat to diſcourage Nehe- 
miah, 419, vol. 2. 

Serpent tempted Eve, and how, 7, vol. 1. 

is puniſhment, 9, vol. 1. 

Serpents, bite the children of Ureel, 263, 

vol. 1. 
Vol. II. 


robabel, 364, vol. 2. 

Shibbleth, a teſt put upon the Ephrai- 
mites, 385, vel. 1. 

Shiloh, the place where the tabernacle 
was ſet up, 317, vol. 1. Where the 
- 5 revealed himiclf to Samuel, 407. 
vol. 1. 

Siddim, afterwards called the Salt · ſea, 
29, vol. 1. 

Sibon, king of the Amorites, flain by 
Ifrael, 264, vol. I. 

Shimei, rails on and curſes king David, 
41, vol. 2. Afterwards ſubmits, 
begs pardon, and has it, 53, vol. 2- 
Is notwithſtanding, after David's 
death, confined by king Solomon to 
Jerufalem, on pain of death, $6, vol. 
2. After three years reſtraint, for- 
getting himſelf, goes out in purſuit 
of two fugitive ſervants, and dies for 
it, $7, vol. 2. 

Sbittim, i. e. turning aſide, 275, vol. 1. 

Shoes, put off in reverence to Cad, 173, 
vol. Is and 239, vol. Is 

Sbee, the putting it off in civil contracts, 
what it ſignified, 356, vol. 1. 

Shunamite, entertains the prophet Eliſha, 
179, vol. 2. Having long been child- 
128. has a ſon given her, 180, vol. 2. 
it dies, ib. and is raiſed to life again, 
182, vol. 2. 

Silver, ſo plentiful in Solomon's time, 
that it was not valued, 102, vol. 2. 

Sime:n and Levi, two of Jacob's ſons, 
their treachery and cruelty on the 
Shechemites, 91, vol. 1. 

Sinai, the ſame with Horeb, 177, vol. 1. 

Siſera, general to king Jabin, beaten by 
Barak, 346, vol. 1. Slain by a wo- 
man, 347, vol. 1. 

Sitnah, i. e. Hatred, 645 vol. 1. 

Slavery, how it debaſes the ſpirit, 207, 
vol. 1. 

Sodomites, their fin, 40, vol. 1. Their 
puniſhment, 42, vol. 2. 

Sclaman, i. e. peaceable, he was the fon 
of David by Bath-ſheba, 28, vol. 2. 
Anointed king in his father's life- 
time, 74, vol. 2. Slays his brother 
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Adonijah, 85, vol. 2. Joab, 86, 
vol. 2. and Shimei, $7, vol. 2. 
Dreams, and pra's for wiſdom, $8, 
vol. 2. Exerciſes it, in — > 
controverſy between two hariots, 
vol. 2. Builds the temple, ga, vol. 
2- His own palace, 100, vol. 2. 
r 
vol. 2. His magnificence, ibid. 
fall, 106, vol. 2. His puniſhment, 
ibid. eb fo wo and 
end, ibid. 


Sorek, i. c. both wine and hifling, 393» 
vol. 1. 

Spies, twelve ſent forth to ſearch the 
land of Canaan, 245, vol. 1. Ten 
of them bring a bad report, 247, 
vol. 1. and arc puniſhed with preſent 
death, 2 vol. 1. 
Caleb and Joſhua, bring a good report, 
248, vol. 1. and are rewarded, 250, 
vol. 1. 

Succoth, has its name from the booths 
Jacob built for his cattle, 93, vol. 1. 

Succoth-benoth, what fort of idol, 258, 
vol. 2. 

Sun and Moon, ſtand ftill at Joſhua's com- 
mand, 309, vol. 1. 

Swearing introduced by the heathen, 
48, vol. I. 


T. 


Tabeal, uncertain whom, 250, vol. 2. 
Taberab, i. e. burning, 240, vol. 1. 
Tabernacle, ſet up, 227, vol. 1. 

Taligue law, what, 12, vol. nx. 

Tamar, Daughter of king David, de flow- 
ered by her brother Amnon, 30, vol. 
2» 

Thamar, daughter-in-law to Judah, her 
tory, 1 vol. 1. 


Talent of filver, the value, 184, vol. 2. 
_ vol. 2. Of gold, the value, 25, 
» 2s 


Tenths or Tithes, firſt given by Abraham 
to Melchizedeck, of the ſpoils taken 
in battle, in return of kindneſs for 
Melchizedeck's courteous entertain- 
ment to him and his foldiers, 31, 


The other two, Tiglath-pileſer 


vol. 1. Vowed by Jacob voluntarily 
and conditionally, 75, vol. 1. Under 
the law, given (not to the prieſts, but) 
to the Levites, for their laborious ſer- 
vice, 288, vol. 1. The tithes of the 
tithes given by the Levites to the 
nial by heaving, ibid. 

Terapbim, what, 327, vol. 1. 

Thermuthis, who, 173 vol. 1 

Thigh, Put thy band under my, what, 137 
vol. Is 

Threfbing of corn, how performed in old 
time, 69, vol. 2. 
gues of Egypt, 197, vol. 1 

Thundering, called the voice of God, 198, 


vol. 1. 
cus, kills king Rezin, and car- 


ries the Syrians into captivity, 252, 
vol. 2. 1 — 
by Ifaiah and Amos, ibid. He carried 
alſo part of Iſracl captives to Afyria, 
253, vol. 2. 

Tob, i. e. Goodneſs, 373, vol. 1. 

Tobiab i. e. a good Lord, 421, vol. 2. 
the Ammonite, an enemy to the Jews, 

10, vol. 2; 

Tobit, carried captive, with the ten tribes, 
into Aﬀyria, by Salmaneſer, 256, 
vol. 2. 

Topheth, a e where children were ſa- 
— — Moloch, 283, vol. 2. 
why called fo, 248, vol. 2. 

_ went forth to chuſe a king, 372, 

* 1. 

Tribute, a badge of ſervitude, 144, vol. 
I. 

Tubal-Cain, an inſtructor of artificers 
in brafs and iron, 12, vol. 1. 


V. 


inking, king Ahaſuerus's 

q CT ro diſobedience I , 
370, vol. 2». 

I © —— meat of Iſaac, 60, 
1. 

Vi the firſt we read of, planted by 


vol. 1. 
215 Faknce, 
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115 2. 

Fries of blood unjuſtly ſhed, cries to God 
for vengeance, 11, vol. 1. 

Uriah, the Hittite, his tory, 24, vol. 2. 

Uzzah, touching the ark againſt the law, 
though with a good meaning, is ftrick- 
en dead, 13 vol. 2. 

Uzziab, king ef Judah, his ſtrength and 
acts, 241, vol. 2. Did well at firſt, 
ibid. Afterwards puffed up with proſ- 

rity, went into the temple to burn 

cenſe, ibid. Was withſtood by the 
ieſts, 242, vol. 2. Smitten with 
ſy, ibid. Shut up for it, and 


I 
Wall, i. e. a defence, a phraſe, 403, 


vol. 2. 

Watchmen, ſet on the tops of towers, to 
give notice of the approach of ene- 
mies, 505 vol. 2. 


Naters, 
ſweet, and how, 211, vol. 1. 

Waters, unwholſome, healed, and how, 
173, vol 2. 

Weapons of War, invented by Tubal-Cain, 


diſobedient Jonah, 
227, vol. 2. And caſt him out, when 


grown better, upon the dry land, 228, 
vol. 2. 


Wheel, uſed in old time for beating out 
corn, 69, vol. 2. 
man, 6, vol. 1. Being beguiled by 
the ſerpent, ſhe beguiled the man, 
ibid. 


Woman, ſlew Siſera, $47» vol. 1. Abi- 


melech, 376, vol. 1. 
man, by her wiſdom, ſaved a city, 
58, vol. 2. 
Women eat their own children, 191, 
vol. 2. 
V. 
Ve, put for oppreſſion, 109, vol. 2. 
"Worn! by the prophet Jeremiah about 
his neck, as a type of the captivity 
fore 306, vol. 2. 


Teles, ſent by the to ſeveral na · 
3 bondage, 306, 

7 ruined 

1 king Rehoboam, 


110, 
(it was foretold) ſhould fee 


8 240, vol. 2. 


Young virgin brought to cheriſh 
David in his old age, 71, vol. 2. 


Z. 

Za ariab, king of Iſrael (the fourth 

trom Jehu, and laſt of his race) lain 

by Shallum, * And he by 
Menahem, ibid. 

Zadec, a truſty ſervant to ki 


vol. 2. Made — — 


Of Jofiah, 282, vol. 2. 


Zebulen, i. . Dwelling, 144, vol. 1. 

Zechariah, fon of Jehoiadah the high- 
— ſtoned to death by command of 

ing Joaſh, for reproving him and his 
people for their fin, 216, vol. 2. | 

Zechariah, the prophet, when he pro- 
pheſicd, 392, vol. 2. The general 
ſcope of his prophecy, ibid. 

Zedekiab, king of judah, did evil, 306, 
vol. 2. Is threatened with fore judg- 
ments, ibid. Rebels againſt king Ne- 
buchadnezzar, 316, vol. 2. Is befieged 
in Jeruſalem, ibid. Flies when the city 
is taken, 325, vol. 2. Is purſued, 
taken, brought back, ibid. Sces his 
ſons flain,—then has his eyes put out, 
Is bound in fetters of braſs, Carried 
ſo bound to Babylon, and kept there 
in priſon till he died, 326, vol. 2. 

Zephaniah, the prophet, when he 
fied, 293, vol. 2. The general ſcope 
of his prophecy, ibid. 

” who, 3605 vol. 2. 
back the captive Jews from Babylon, 
ibid. wk the temple, 365, 392, 
vol. 2. 

Zi — old ſervant to Saul, 20, vol. 2: 
Made ſteward to Mephiboſheth, Saul's 
ſon, ibid. Slanders his maſter to king 
David, and thereby gets firſt all, 4r, 
— nd 2. ee half of his eftate from 

im, 55» vol. 24 : 
Tilab, 
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Terza, burns the palace, and himſelf 
in it, ibid. 
Tian, a ſtrong hold in falem, taken 
Zilpab, handmaid of Leah, given by her by king David from the Jebuſites, 10, 
i vol. 1. vol. 2. Called afterwards the city of 

of his name, and his David, 11, vol. 2. 
He and Tipbitet, to curry favour with Saul, offer 
i ſlain, #61 to betray David into his hands, 471, 
Zimri, king of Iſrael but ſeven days, 480, vol. 1. 

133, vol. 2. Befieged by Omri in Zur, i. e. Strong, 276, vol. 1. 


